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BY the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives of the United 
States of America, in Congreſs aſſembled, That the Secretary 
of the Senate and the Clerk of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, be 
authorized and directed, to ſubſcribe, on ſuch terms as they may 
deem eligible, for the uſe of the Senate and Houſe of Repres 
ſentatives, for four hundred Copies of the Journals of Congreſs, 
which are propoſed to be publiſhed by RICHARD FoLwELL, and 
ſuch number of copies of different volumes of the ſets now in 
print, as may be neceſſary to complete the ſame. 


JONATHAN DAYTON, Speaker of the 


House of Representatives. 


JAMES ROSS, Prevident of the Senate pro tempore. 
AvpRovED, March 2d, 1799: 


JOHN ADAMS, President 
of the United States.” 
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JOURNALS 
bis SIM 

CONGRESS. 

Monpar, "ws 4, 1782. 


The following members attended, from 
(Mr. John Taylor Gilman, 


Massachusetts, 4 Mr. Samuel Oſgood. 
5 Mr. Jonathan Arnold, 
eee kkand, 7 Mr. David Howell. | 
. EMr. Benjamin Huntington, 
Connecticut, } Mr. Eliphalet Dyer. 
op Mr. James Duane, 
New-Tork, Mr. Ezra L'Hommedieu. 
. - Mr. Elias Boudinot, 
New. Jersey, Mr. John Witherſpoon. 
C Mr. Thomas Smith, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. George Clymer, 
oo be Mr. Henry Wynkoop. 
3 Mr. Thomas M' Kean 
Delaware, Mr. Samuel Wiarton. 
N C Mr. John Hanſon, 
Maryland, Mr. Daniel Carroll, ... 
PE on FO Mr., William Hemſley, 
PViroinia Mr. James Madiſon, | 
e Mr. Theodorick Bland. 
iy = | Mr. Abner Naſh, 
 North-Carplina, Mr. Hugh Williamſon, 
e Mr. William Blount. 
Mr. John Rutledge, 
. - yy Ralph Izard, 


David Ramſay, 
„ | [Mr. John Lewis Gervais 
Their credentials being read, the ſtates proceeded to the election of 
a preſident ; and, the ballots being taken, NOTE TIE, 1 
The hon. Elias Boudinot was elected.  _. 
On motion of Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Izard, _ . 
Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to the hon. John - 
Hanſon, late preſident of Congreſs, in teſtimony of their approbation 
of his conduct in the chair, and in the execution of public buſineſfſs. 
On the report of the ſecretary at war, to whom was referred a mo- 
tion of Mr. Williamſon, reſpecting the North-Carolina troops: 
Resolved, That the commander of the ſouthern army be inſtructed, 


to retain, in the public ſervice, ſo many of the late 18 months' drafts, 
„55 
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of the ſtate of Notth-Carolina, as he ſhall think the pale deny a may a 
require; and that a proportionate number of officers ſhall be con- 
tinued in full pay, for the command of thoſe troops, while they are in 
the field, the reſolution of the 7th of Auguſt notwithſtanding; and 
that they then retire on the ſame principles or emoluments on which 


they would have retired * not the operation of the ſaid reſolve been 
ſuſpended. 1 


Tos Dar, November 5, 1782. 
On motion of Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Oſgood, 


Resolved, That all committees appointed by the alt 8 and 


having buſineſs before them, be, and they are hereby authorized to 
proceed in the ſame, and that they make report as ſoon as may be. 

The credentials of the delegates of New-Jerſey were read; by 
which it appears, that at a joint meeting of the council and aſſembly 
at Trenton, on the 30th of October, 1782, the hon. E. Boudinot, A. 
Clark, J. Elmer, S. Condict and Frederick Frelinghuyſen, were elec- 
ted, and any two or more of them empowered to repreſent and vote in 
behalf of that ſtate in the Congreſs of the United States of America, 
from the 5th of November, 1782, to the 5th of November, 1783, un- 
leſs a new appointment ſhall ſooner take place. 

Ordered, That the ſecretàry at war, lay be fore Congreſs, as ſoon a 
may be, a particular ſtate of the invalid corps. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Montgomery, Mr. 
Bland, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Dyer and Mr. Witherſpoon, to whom were 
referred a letter of the 16th of September laſt, from governor Clinz 
ton, a depoſition of Joel Bigelow, and a memorial of Charles Phelps, 
with ſundry paper therein encloſed and referred to : 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the-committee, con- 
fiſting of Mr. Clymer, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Clark, Mr. Livermore and 
Mr. Law, as entered on the journal of the 17th of April laſt; and 
the reſolution propoſed by this committee being read and debated, | 

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Dyer, to poſt- 
pone the conſideration of the reſolution propoſed by the committee, 
in order to conſider the following propoſition : 

„That the preliminary required of the people, inhabiting the ter- 


ritory called Vermont, by a reſolve of the 20th Auguſt, 1781, as in- 


diſpenſably neceſſary to the recognition of their ingependence, has 
been complied with on their part.” 

A diviſion was called for, and on the queſtion to poſtpone the con- 
ſide ration of the reſolution propoſed by the committee, and the yes 
and nays being required by Mr. Duane, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, ay 
. Mr. White, ; ay oF. 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay > ® © 
_ Rbode-lsland, Mr. Arnold, ay by 
. Mr. Howell, | oy * 
Connecticut Mr. Huntington, 25 2 
2 | Mr. Dyer, | ay ao 


wh New-York, 


NOVEMBER 1782. 
Mr. 


Duane, nog 
7 Mr. L'Hommedicu, noðñ 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no > * 
' Pennsylvania, Mr. Smith, a2 
. 5 Mr. Wynkoop, ck 2 
— Mr. M*Kean, ay? 
Mr. Wharton, | ay Wy. 
| Mar. yaa, - Mr. Carroll, ay? ;.. 
4 7 + Mr. Hemsley, 75 þ divided. 
Vis inia Mr. Madison, MEE 
e Mr. Bland, ay divided. 
North Carolinas, Mr. Nasb, ay 
N 5 Mr. Blount, 8 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
: Mr. 1zard, ay c ay 
Mr. Gervais, 4 


So it was reſolved | in the affirmative. 
THURSDAY, November 7 , 1782, 

on the report of the committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. 
Oſgood, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Boudinot and Mr. Duane, to whom 
| were referred the letter of 19th of Auguſt from the commander 
in chief, the report of a 
FP My. Rutle 
the 25th of O& ober, fro 


e relative thereto, and alſo another letter of 


nmittee thereon, and motions of Mr. Wil- 


the commander in chief, with a copy of a 


letter to him from the count de Vergennes, dated 29th of July laſt, 


interceding for captain Aſpill : 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be, and he is hereby direc- 
ted to ſet captain Aſgill at liberty. 

— ¶ CO) 828. — 
. F#Fxm1var, November 8, 1782. 

on motion of Mr. Madiſon, ſeconded by Mr. Dyer, 

Nesolved, That the commander in chief be inſtructed to call, in the 
molt pointed terms, on the Britiſh commander at New-York, to fulfil 
his engagement contained in his letter of the 13th day of Auguſt laſt, 


„ to make further inquiſition into the murder of captain Huddy, and s 


| to purſue it with all the effe& which a due regard to juſtice will admit.” 


A motion was made by Mr. MKean, ſeconded by Mr. Duane, in 


the words following: 

« To prevent any miſconſtruction which might ariſe from the pre- 
ceding reſolutions of Congreſs: 

Be it declared, and it is hereby declared, that the ae. in 
chief or the commander of a ſeparate army, is, in virtue of the powers 
veſted in them reſpectively, fully authorized and empowered, when- 
ever the enemy ſhall commit any act of cruelty or violence contra 
to the laws or uſage of war, to demand adequate ſatisfaction for the 
ſame, and in caſe ſuch ſatisfaction ſhall not be given in a reaſonable 
or limited time, or ſhall he refuſed or evaded under any pretence what- 
ever, to cauſe ſuitable retaliation to be forthwith made, and the Uni- 
ted States in Congreſs aſſembled, will ſupport them in ſuch meaſures.” 


a” 
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A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr White, to. . 


poſtpone the conſideration of the motion. 


And on the queſtion for poſtponing, che yeas and nays wing re· 


quired by Mr. Blount, 


New-Hampsbire, IM 


Massachusetts, 


Kbode-Island, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 


| New-Yersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 

V. ir 8 ini ay : 


Nortb-Carolina, 


Soutb- Carolina, 5 


Mr. 


Mx. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


l Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
. Mr. 


Mr, 


; Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr, 


Mr. 


So it palſed i in the negative, 


A motion was then miade by Mr. FORTH sten by Mr, Madi- 


ſon, to ſtrike out the preamble, 
And on the queſtion, ſhall it ſtand ? the yeas and ny being __w 


2 ed by Mr. Williamſon, 


Neu- Hampsbire, 


M, assachusetts, 
Rbode-Island, | 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 5 


| Ne- Jersey, 
Fenn ꝙlvan ia, 


Delaware, 
NV. aryla nd 9 


Virginia, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


I Mr. 
Mr. ( 
| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr, 


| Mr. 8 
2 Mr. 
2 | Mr. 

p "Mr. 


White, 
Osgood,, 
Arnold, 
Howell, 
Dyer, 
Duane, 
L' Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 
Smith, 
Clymer, _ 
Wynkoop, © 
McKean, | 
Wharton, 
Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Madison, 
Bland, 


W. uMliamson, 


Blount, 
Rutledge, 
Tzard, 
Gervais, 


Gilman, 
White, 
Osgood, 
Arnold, 
Howell, | 
Dyer, 
Duane, 
L' Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 
Smith, 
Clymer, 
Wynkoop, 
McKean, 
Wharton, 
Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Nadi son, | 
Bland, 


no 3 's 
ay 0 divided, 


ay 
no 8 „ 
* 2M 
ay 
no > * 
| wh no). 
no 
no > * 
no 
ay no 
no 
POT ns 
no | 
no 
nod no 
oe no 
no 
2 
no 


ay oy 
ay > % 
no ** 
no 
22 
ay : 
ay ay 
ay * 
ay } 

ay ra) 

4 
no 5 
jad | 


4 


* % 


NarthiCaroli na, 


South-Carolina, 


AS 


; NOVEMBER 1782. 
Mr. enam son, D 


Mr. Blount, 
Mr. Rutledge, | 
Mr. Izard, 
Mr. Gervais, . 


\ 


ay? „ 
* ay 
51 
1 
ay | 


So. the queſtion being loſt, the. preamble was ſtruck out. 

A motion was made by Mr. M*<Kean, ſeconded by Mr. Duane, to 
introduce the declaration with the following preamble : 

« To prevent atiy miſconſtruction which may ariſe from the reſo- 


lution direQing captain Aſgill to be ſet at liberty.“ 


And on the queſtion to agree cones the Tous and nays being re- 


quired by Mr. Smith, 


New-Bbwpebi re, 


Mitvachueetti, 


Rhode Island, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 


8 New. Jersey, 
Fenn ꝙlvania, 


Delaware, 
Mgryland, 
Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


\ 


Mr. Gilman, 
Mr. White, 155 
Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. Arnold, 
Mr. Howell, 
Mr. Dyer, 


Mr. Duane, 
Mr. L' Hommedien, 


Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Smith, , 
Mr. Clymer, 
Mr. Wynkoop, 
Mr. M*«XKean, 
Mr. Wharton, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Hemsley, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Pilliamson, 
Mr. Blount, 
Mr. Rutledge, 
Mr. Izard, 
Mr. Gervais, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


On the queſtion to agree to the motion as amended, the yeas and 


5 being required by Mr. Blount, 


_NewHlampevire, 


Massachusetts, 
Fbode- Island, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 


New- Jersey, 
Fennsylvania, 


Mr. Wynkoop, 


Mr. Gilman, 
Mr. White, 

Mr. Osgood, : 
Mr. Arnold, 
Mr. Howell, 


Mr. Dyer, 


Mr. Duane, 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, 


Mr. Boudinot, 


Mr. Smitb, 
Mr. Clymer, 


ay 
ay > * 
2 f no 
no 
> 
ay 7 
0 
F3% 
ay 

ay H ay 
ay) 
ay? 
8 
ay 

85 0 
0 ö divided: 
apy == 
ay 
39 
ay 

8 hd 
oy) 


75 5 divided. 
| V S * 


od divided. 


1 * 
— — * —— — - - 
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Delaware, Mr. MiKean, © T4 
35 Mr. Wharton, 8 W 
Maryland, Mr. Carr oll, "LIT, ay 

MN Mr. Hemsley, ay WY 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, a7. 
5 p : Mr. Bland, 3 oY 
 North-Carolina, Mr. Williomson, 242 

5 Mr. Blount, kd o 
_ South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay]! 
i 08 1 Mr. Tzard, _ | ” 
Mr. Gervais, ay 


So it was td] in the affirmative, as follows: 

To prevent any miſconſtruction which may ariſe from the reſolu- 
tion directing captain Aſgill to be ſet at liberty, be it declared, and 
it is hereby declared, that the commander in chief, or commander of 
a ſeparate army, is, in virtue of the powers veſted in them re ſpective- | 
ly, fully authorized and empowered, whenever the enemy ſhall com- 
mit any act of cruelty or violence contrary to the laws or uſage of 
war, to demand adequate ſatisfaction for the ſame ; and in caſe ſuch 
ſatizfaQtion ſhall not be given in a reaſonable or limited time, or ſhall 
be refuſed or evaded under any pretence whatever, to cauſe ſuitable 
retaliation to be forthwith Bos ; and the United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled, will ſupport them in ſuch meaſures. 

— 388 

Toks Dar, November 12, 1782. Sgt 


on the report of the committee, conſiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr. 
Izard, Mr. Bland and Mr. Duane, appointed to conſider and report 
the moſt juſt and practicable means of reducing the expenditures of 
the United States; and to whom was referred a report of the ſecre- 
tary at war, reſpecting colonel Humphreys : 

Resolved, That a commiſhon of lieutenant-colonel iſſue to David 
_ Humphreys, one of the aids-de-camp to the commander in chief, to 
bear date from the 23d of June, 1780. 1 
Whereas no proviſion has been made by Coogrelh for the. geogra- 
phers to the armies of the United States; therefore, 
Resolved, That the geographer to the main army, and the geogra- 
pher to the ſouthern department, be each of them allowed 60 dollars 
per month, three rations per day, forage for two ſaddle horſes, one two- 
| Horſe covered waggon, 64 dollars per month for a ſervant, for whom 

they ſhall be entitled to draw one ration per day, and the clothing al- 
| lowed to a private ſoldier. 
That the aſſiſtant geographers, if ſuch officers mall be judged ne- 
ceſſary by the commander in chief, be allowed 30 dollars per month, 
one ration per day, and forage for one ſaddle horſe. 
That when chain-bearers ſhall be employed, not being ſoldiers, they 

ſhall each be allowed half a dollar per day. 
— — 82 ů—ů 

THURSDAY, November 14, 1782. 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Oſgood and Mr. 
Howell, to whom was referred part of the report of a committee on 


r ."- "OI" = | V3 pods 17 


NOVEMBER s. © 


governor Clinton's letter of the 16th of September, and petitions of 
Charles Phelps, William Shattuck and Henry Evans ; report, 

That the meaſures complained of in the papers above-mentioned, 
were probably occaſioned by the ſtate of New-York having lately ;fu- 
ed commiſſions, both civil and military, to perſons reſident in the diſ- 
trict called Vermont; and * the committee ſubmit the follow- 


| ing reſolves: 


1ſt, That it be een to the ſtate of New: York to revoke 
all commiſſions, either civil or military, which have been iſſued by the 
ſaid ſtate ſince the month of may laſt, to perſons reſiding in the diſtrict 
called Vermont, as deſcribed 1 in the reſolves of the 7 th and 20th 72 
Auguſt, 1781. 

2d. That it be recommended to the pere euren the powers 
of government within the ſaid diſtrict, to make full and ample ſatiſ- 
faction to Charles Phelps, William Shattuck and Henry Evans, and 
to all others in a ſimilar predicament, for the damages which they have 
ſuſtained in perſon and property, in conſequence of the meaſures ta- 
ken againſt them in the ſaid diſtri, and to ſuffer them to return to 
their habitations, and to remain unmoleſted in the diſtrict aforeſaid. 

3d. That it be recommended to the ſtate of New-York, and to the 
perſons exercifing the powers of government within the diſtrict afore- 
ſaid, to adhere to the recommendations of Congreſs contained in their 
reſolve of September 24, 1779, until a deciſion ſhall be had by Con- 
greſs on the ſubject referred to them by the ſaid ſtate of New-York 


and the ſaid diftri& of Vermont. 


On the queſtion to agree to the firſt reſolution, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Duane, | 


New-Ham Are, Mr. 7 III e © WO v0 
5 5 r 75 divided. 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, a — „% 
Nbode-Island, Mr. Arnold, 8 
1 Mr. Howell, ” 7 
New-York, Mr. Duane, no? 
e Hommedieu, na no 
New Jersey Mr. Boudinot, no S * 
Delaware, eee, e 
MVMVMr. Mbarton, "wy 2 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, nod 
Mr. Hemsley, no 5 1 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, no > * 
| North-Carolina, Mr. Williamson, no „ 
WE 8 Mr. Blount, me we 
 South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no} 
| | "2 Mr. Izard, no no 
Mr. Gervais, _. I3 


So the queſtion was loſt. 

A. motion was then made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. L'EHom- 
medieu, that the ſecond reſolve be committed; and, on the queſtion 
* commitment, the yeas and nays in required by Mr. Howell, 


| 
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New- Ham sbire, Mr. Gilman, 4 
e Mr. White, N 20 divided. © 
Mataachiwates, Mr. Osgood, no >. * 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Arnold, no | 
LY Mr. Howell, 1 = 
New-York, Mr. Duane,. ay 2 . 
| Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay 9 | 
| New-Fersey, Mr. Boudino, ay r 
Delaware, Mr. M Kean, ay? _ 
DSS | 8 Mr. Wharton, ay o 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, [17 . 
1 15 Mr. Hemsley, ay % 
| Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Williamson, ay; 
5 Mr. Blount, | 70 | 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no} 
RS Mr. Jara, A ce 
| Mr. Gervais, — 


So the queſtion was loſt, 
A motion was then made by Mr. McKean, f Pedinded by Mr. Duane, 
that the remainder of the report be poſtponed, on which the yeas and 


nays being required by Mr. Howell, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, I. PP 

| Eg bo, Mr. White, - a4 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay > * 
ERbode-Island, Mr. Arnold, - no? 

55 Mr. Howell, Me _ 
New-York, Mr. Duane, Wy > OE 
| „C oe, L' Hommedieu, By =. 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay * 
Delaware, Mr. M*Kean, ay? 
1 . Mr. Wharton, a % 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, h % 

Mr. Hemsley, ay 5 
Virginie, Mr. Madison, ay > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Williamson, - ay} "SIP 
Mr. Blount, ay 8 J 
Sn Mr. Rutledge, ed, 2 | 
V Mr. Izard, ' ay F ay 
Mr. Gervais, ay 


So the 8 was loſt, whereupon an adjournment Was called for 


and agreed to. 


—.— 
Monnar, November 18, 1782. 
Mr. Fitzſimmons and Mr. Peters, two delegates for Pennſylvania, 


attended, and produced their credentials, by which it appears, that the 


hon. IT homas Mifflin, Thomas Fitzſimmons, James Wilſon, John 
Montgomery and Richard Peters, Eſqrs; were, on the 12th inſt, duly 
elected delegates to repreſent that ſtate in Congreſs. 
Mr. FI a delegate for New-Jerley, attended, and took his outs 


= of May laſt, g 2 


„ — > wo 


* 
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Mr, Jones, a delegate for Virginia, attended, and took his ſeat. 
On a report from the ſuperintendant of finance, to whom was refer- 


red a report of a committee on a memorial of Mr. A. Lee: 


Resolved That Arthur Lee, Eſq; he permitted to deliver up to the 
comptroller of the treaſury, ſundry loan-office certificates in his poſ- 


ſeſſion, amounting to 995055 dollars, and that the ſame be, on ſuch 


delivery, cancelled ; and that the ſuperintendant of finance do there- 


upon pay the ſaid Arthur Lee, the ſum of C. 2238: 17 : 9 ſterling, 


with intereſt from the 10th day of Auguſt, 1781, at fix per cent. b 

bills of exchange in his favour, in livres, at the rate of ten-pence halt- 

penny ſterling each = ny 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Lee, Mr. Rutledge 


and Mr. Madiſon, to whom upon a reconſideration, the reſolution of 
the 28th of May laſt, was referred: 


Resolved, That a commiſſioner be appointed by Congreſs, with full 
power and authority, to liquidate and finally to ſettle the accounts of 
all the ſervants of the United States, who have been entruſted with 
the expenditure of public money in Europe, and all other accounts of 
the United States in Europe, and to commence and proſecute ſuch 
ſuits, cauſes and actions, as may be neceſſary for that purpole, or for 
the recovery of any property of the ſaid United States, in the hands 
of any perſon or perſons. whatſoever. 5 | 

That the ſaid commiſhoner be authorized/to appoint one or more 
clerks, with ſuch allowance as he may think reaſonable. _ . 

That the ſaid commiſſioner and clerks reſpectively take an oath be- 
fore ſome perſon duly authorized to adminiſter an oath, faithfully to 
execute the truſt repoſed in them reſpectively. 

© Congreſs proceeded to the election of a commiſſioner, and, the bal- 
lots being taken, V 55 2 | 

Mr. Thomas Barclay was elected, having been previouſly nomina- 
ted by Mr. Williamſon. 

Resolved, That Congreſs will hereafter make adequate proviſion 
for the ſaid comiſſioner, according to the nature and extent of the ſer- 
vices which he ſhall perform. 1 LSE” = 

Ordered, That the ſuperintendant of finance report the neceſſary 


inſtructions for the ſaid commiſſioner, purſuant to the order of the 29th 


e TUESDAY, November 19, 1782. | 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Oſ- 
good and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a report of a committee 
on a letter of the 30th of OQober, from the ſecretary at war: 

Resolved, That the ſenior officers of each grade, ſufficient to form 
corps agreeable to the act of the 7th of Auguſt laſt, (the regiments to 
have their compliment of officers, as eſtabliſhed by the acts of the 3d 
and 21ſt of October, 1780, except as to the therein propoled ſupernu— 
merary ſubaltern for receiving the recruits, who ſhall be omitted) (hall 
be retained in ſervice for the command of the ſaid corps; and the re- 
dundant junior officers of the ſeveral grades, ſhall retire from immediate 
ſervice, agreeably to the ſaid firſt recited act, but the ſaid junior officers, 
lo retiring, ſhall retain their rank in the army, and be liable and enti- 


Vol. VIII. 15 C 


j % 
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tled to be called into actual ſervice, only when regiments or corps ſhall 
be raiſed for them by their reſpective ſtates. But any ſenior officer, 
entitled to remain in ſervice, ſhall have the liberty of retiring, with 
the emoluments of officers retiring under the acts laſt recited, for rea- 
ſons ſatisfactory to the commander in chief, or the commanding-officer 
of the ſouthern army, on ſuch retiring officer relinquiſhing his com- 
mand and future right of promotion in the army, and ſignifying the 
ſame, on or before the firſt day of January next, to the commander-in 
chief or the commanding-officer of the ſouthern army, who ſhall duly 
tranſmit liſts of ſuch retiring officers, to the ſecretary at war ; any a& 
or reſolution of Congreſs to the contrary hereof notwithſtanding, 

When the foregoing reſolution was under debate, 

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Arnold, to 
{ſtrike out the words “ command and ;” | 
And on the queſtion, ſhall theſe words ſtand? the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Howell, 755 


i * 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, nod 
| 18 Mr. White, god mY 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay * 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Arnold, no 
Mr. Howell, no ð 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 
3 8 Mr. L' Hommedieu, Ne * 
New - Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ans... 
| 7 * rh Clark, 0 Y 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons a 
8 0 Mr. Peters, ; * oY 
Delaware, Mr. Wharton, , ay > * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, orQ 
| = ; Sh Hemsley, i | ay 7 
Virginia Mr. Jones, az 
e Mr. 9 4 * 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Nashb, ay . 
1 „„ Mr. Williamson, ay * 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 9 4 
Mr. Ramsay, 4 8 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. . 
Congreſs proceeded in the conſideration of the report, and the com- 
mittee having reported, “ that commiſſions iſſue to the officers in the 
ſeveral ſtate lines, who are or ſhall he entitled to promotion, prior to 
the firſt day of January next; that the retiring officers may leave the 
ſervice with the ranks to which they are or ſhall be reſpectively enti- 
tled, previous to that period,” 5 | . 

On the queſtion to agree to this propoſition, the yeas and nays be- 
ing required by Mr. Howell, - EY 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, nod 8 

| Mr. White, | no \ 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay > * 
Rhode-lsland, Mr. Arnold, = = 
| Mr. Howell, | no) 


* 
2 
- 
ö 
b 

, 


New-York, 
Neu- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


4 Delaware, 
Maryland, 


V i rg i ni az 
North-Carolina, 


2 South-Carolina, 


80 the queſtion was loſt. 
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15 
Mr. Duane, | ay ( 1 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay a 
Mr. Boudinot, a . 
Mr. Clark, f 2 Wien. 
Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
Mr. Peters, 4 9 
Mr. Wharton, pp» ® 
Mr. Carroll, ay? 
Mr. Hemsley, we Y 
Mr. Jones, a 
Mr. = *t o \ 
Mr. Nasb, ay 
Mr. Williamson, wt | 
Mr. Rutledge, _ ay Hy 
Mr. Ramsay, ay U , 
Mr. Izard, ay fy 
Mr. Gervais, 


— — 
WzeDNnesDaAr, November 20, 1782. 
Mr. Mifflin, a delegate for Pennſylvania, attended, and took his ſeat. 
On motion of Mr. Peters, ſeconded by Mr. Clark, 7 
Resolved, That commiſſions iſſue, on promotions properly certified, 
for all regimental-officers entitled to fill vacancies happening before 
the firſt day of January next, excepting vacancies occaſioned by ſenior 
officers retiring, agreeably to the reſolve of the 19th inſt. any reſolu- 
tion of Congreſs to the contrary hereof notwithſtanding. 
On the queſtion to agree to this reſolution, the rens nays being TC» 


_ quired by Mr. Howell, 


New-Hampshire, 


Mas sacbusetts, 
Rbode-Island, 


New-York, 
Neu- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
| North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mifflin, 


Gilman, 
White, $ 
Osgood, 
Arnold, 
Howell, 
Duane, 

L' Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 


Fitzsimmons, 
Frere, 
Wharton, 
Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Madison, 
Nasb, 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
Tzard, 
Gervais, 


PE it was reſoly ed i in the affirmative. 
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Ordered, That the pay-maſter-general furniſh the feeretary » at war, 
from time to time, as they may be called for by him, with the accounts 


of all pay and advances received by or chargeable to the officers and 


men of the ſeveral regiments in the ſervice of the United States. 


The report of the committee, conſiſting of Mr. Lee, Mr. Izard and 


Mr. Wharton, to whom were referred a letter of the 24th of May laſt 
from the ſuperintendant of finance, and the orders given to capt. Har- 


ding, being taken into conſideration, and after debate poſtponed: 


On motion of Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Madiſon, 
Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to inſtruct 
the commiſſioner for ſettling the public accounts in Europe, to take 


proper meaſures for adjuſting, without delay, the accounts of Mr. de, 


Beaumarchais or Roderique Hortales & Co. and to report ſuch ſet- 
tlement to Congreſs, that order may be taken for payment of the ba- 
lance, if any ſhall be jhſtly due; and that in the mean time no farther 


remittances or payments be made to Mr. de Beaumarchais or Rode. 
rique Hortales & Co. by virtue of any for mer reſolution of Congrels. 


THURSDAY, November 21, 1782, 


{A letter, of the 17th, from W. Paca, was read, informing, that the 
8 


neral aſſembly of Maryland having promoted him to the governe 


ment of, that ſtate, he is obliged to reſign his office of judge of the 


court of appeals in caſes of capture. 
The committee, conliſting of Mr. Howell, Mr. Gervais and Mr. 


L'Hommedieu, having reported on the letter of the 6th from the go- 


vernor of Maryland, relative to the caſe of colonel H. Hollingſworth ; 


Resolved, That Congreſs are ſatisfied with the report of the hon. 
Alexander Contee Hanſon, Eſq; one of the judges of the general court 


of the ſtate of Maryland, on the caſe of Henry Hollingſworth, refer- 
red to him by the executive of the ſaid ſtate, in purſuance of the act 


of Congreſs of the 20th, July, 1780; and that the complaint aguan 
the laid H. Hollingſworth be diſmiſſed. 


— <> _— 
Fiir, November 22, 1782 
On motion of Mr. Madiſon, ſeconded by Mr. Oſgood, | | 
Resolved, That Monday the 2d of December next, be afligned for 


electing two judges for the court of appeals in caſes of capture, one 
in the room of Mr, P Baca, en and one in the room of Mr. Hoſ- 


mer, deceaſed. 
1 November 25, 1782. 


Mr. 1 Hamilton, a delegate for the ſtate of New-York, 


attended, and produced a commiſhon under the great ſeal of the ſtate, 


dated at Poughkeepſie, the 25th of October, 1782, which was read, and 
by which it appears, that on the 22d of July, 1782, the hon. James | 
Duane, William Floyd, John Morin Scott, Ezra L'Hommedieu and 


Alexander Hamilton, were appointed delegates to repreſent the ſaid 
ſtate for one year, from the firſt Monday in November, 1782. 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr, 


_ Madiſon and Mr, Peters, to whom was referred a motion of Mr, Ma- 


diſon: 
Resolved, T hat the ſecretary for irn affairs be, and he is hereby 
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authorized to communicate to the miniſters of foreign powers, who may 
reſide near Congreſs, all ſuch acts and reſolutions of Congreſs, and all 
tuch articles of intelligence received by Congreſs, as he may judge pro- 
per, thoſe only excepted which Congreſs may ſpecially require to be kept 
ey in which caſes he ſhall make previous e to 3 
— > ElML_——— 
WDñ VES DAT, November 27, 1782. 

Mr. W. Floyd, a delegate for New-Y ork, attended, and took his ſeat. 
; The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ramſay, Mr. Naſh and Mr. Pe- 
ters, to whom was referred a letter of the 20th from the ſecretary at 


W war, reported the draught of a ſupplemental ordinance for regulating 


W the poſt-office, which was read a firſt time: 
= Ordered, That Monday next be aſſigned for the ſecond reading. 
= Ordered, That Mr. Duane and Mr 7 L Hommedieu have leave of 
abſence. | 
1 December "oY 17 82. 
According to order, the draught of the ſupplemental ordinance for 
regulating the poſt- office, was taken up for a ſecond reading; and 
after debate, 
Ordered, That it be reconmitted; 7 
A motion was made by Mr, Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Arnold, 
« that it be recommended to the ſeveral fates, to ſettle with and facif 
fy the officers and men of ſuch temporary corps of troops as may have 
been raiſed within them reſpeCtively, with the approbation of Con- 
greſs, on account of their pay and emoluments during the time of their 
actual ſervice, and the depreciation thereon, and charge the lame to 
the United States.“ 5 
A motion was made by Mr. M*Kean, ſeconded by Mr. Hamilton, 
that the conſideration thereof be poſtponed : 


And on the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being require 
ed by Mr. Howell, 


New-Hampsbire, Sn Gilman, ay? 
Mr. White, 81 * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Os good, ay * 
Rhoge-lsland, Mr. Arnold, oe 
N Mr. Howell, oy ol 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay ? 
„„ 1 # Mr. Hamilton, Ito 
Neo- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 275 
. Mr, Clark, : ay 5 ay 
| Penngloania, | Mr. 5 ay * 
Mr. Me Kean, © Op 
Mr. Wharton, oy 9 
Mr. Jones, oyQ 
3 Mr. Madison, Us 9 
Mortb-Carolina, Mr., N, 67 
Mr. Williamson, 25 
; Mr, Blount, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay) -: 
1 Mr. Ramsay, ay > ay 
Mr. Tzard, 4 


that Mr. Livingſton be informed that Congreſs do approve of his pro- 


| ſhall be appointed to ſucceed him. 


from the ſuperintendant of finance and ſecretary at war: 
_ rations hitherto allowed to the officers of the army, including thoſe 
for ſervants, they ſhall be allowed ſubſiſtence-money at the rate of 
four dollars per month for each ration; provided, that where circum- 

money, they ſhall draw their rations as heretofore. 

and rations allowed to the officers of the hoſpital-department, includ- 


ing rations for ſervants, they ſhall be entitled to the following monthly 


valent number of rations, at the rate of four dollars for each ration 


_ lars ſubſiſtence, 


16 dollars ſubſiſtence. 
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So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the order of the day, for electing two judges for 
the court of appeals, be poſtponed to Thurſday next. 

————_> > __—_ 
TvxsDAr, December 3, 1782. | 

| The ſecretary for foreign affairs having aſſigned to Congreſs ſatiſ- 
factory reaſons for relinquiſhing his office, and having requeſted per- 
miſſion to reſign: 

Resolved, That Thurſday, the 19th inſt. be aſſigned for electing 
another perſon to fill the office of ſecretary for foreign affairs; and 


poſal of continuing to perform the duties of the office until a perſon 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
Peters and Mr. Oſgood, to whom was referred 2 letter of the 22d Nov. 


Resolved, That after the laſt day of December inſt. in lieu of the 


ſtances in any caſe ſhall not permit the payment of ſuch ſubliſtence- 


Resolved, That after the fore- mentioned period, in lieu of the pay 


pay and ſubſiſtence ; provided in like manner, that where the ſaid ſub- 
ſiſtence- money ſhall not be paid, they ſhall be entitled to draw an equi- 


per month, viz. 
The direQor, 102 dollars pay and 60 dollars ſubſiſtence. 
The deputy director and phyhcian, each 100 dollars pay and 48 dol- 


The ſurgeons, each 90 dollars pay and 40 Jollars ſubſiſtence. 
| Apothecary and purveyor, each 92 ann pay and 32 dollars ſub- 
ſiſtence. 


Deputy apothecary and deputy purveyor, each 59 dollars pay and 


Mates, each 42 dollars pay and 12 dollars ſubſiſtence, _. 

Stewards, each 31 dollars pay and eight dollars ſubſiſtence. 

W ard- e each 21 dollars pay and eight dollars ſubſiſtence. 

| WEDNESDAY, December 4, 1782. 

on the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr. Ma- 
diſon and Mr. Hamilton, to whom was referred a letter of the 29th 
of November, from the agent of marine, encloſing a copy of a letter of 
the ſame date, to him, from captain J. P. Jones: 
Nesolved, That the agent of marine be informed, that Congreſs, 
having a high ſenſe of the merit and ſervices of capt. J. P. Jones, 
and being diſpoſed to favour the zeal manifeſted by him to acquire 
improvement in the line of his profeſſion, do grant the permiſſion 
which he requeſts ; and that the ſaid agent be inſtructed to recom- 


for 
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mend him accordingly to the countenance of his excellency the mar- 


quis de Vaudreuil. 


On motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with a commit- 
tee of the legiſlature of ante relative to the ſubjects of their 


ö late memorial to Congreſs : 
1 The members, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Madiſon and Mr. Hamilton. 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Peters and Mr, 


WW Oſgood, to whom were referred a report of the ſuperintendant of 
finance, on a letter of 22d of November, 1782, from capt. Schreiber, 
and a letter of 25th of the ſame month from heutenant-colonel Cam- 


bray ; report, 
„ That although they en er the ſituation of foreigners in the 


ſervice of this country, remote from any reſources which they may 
bave in their own, and deſtitute of any competent proviſion here, as 
involving a peculiar hardſhip, and requiring if poſſible ſome diſcrimi- 


nation in their favour ; yet in the preſent embarraſſed ſtate of the pub- 
lic finances, they cannot adviſe any meaſure for their relief, which 
may derange the general plans of the ſuperintendant of finance; ; and 
they therefore recommend, that the matter may be left to his diſcre- 
tion to act therein as he may conceive moſt proper.“ | 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Oſgood and Mr. 
Peters, to whom was referred a letter of the 29th of O&ober, from 
the ſecretary at war, on the ſubject of future promotions of colonels | 
to the rank of brigadiers ; report, 

That for the purpoſe of promotions of colonels or lieutenant-colonels 
commandant, the army of the United States ſhall be conſidered as 
claſſed in the following diviſions ; the eaſtern, middle and ſouthern. 
The troops of New-Hampſbire, Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Iſland and Con- 
neCticut, ſhall form the eaſtern : thoſe of New-York, New-Jerſey, 
Pennſylvania, Delaware and Maryland, the middle : and thoſe of Vir- 
ginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia, the ſouthern di- 
viſion: 

That whenſoever it ſhall 1 deemed neceſſary for the ſervice, to 
appoint brigadiers in any ſtate or ſtates where the nunber of troops 


in the field are ſufficient to form one or more brigades, the brigadiers 


{hall be appointed from the ſenior colonels or lieutenant- colonels com- 


W mandant in the lines of ſuch ſtates ; and when brigadiers ſhall be wanted 
we to command brigades within either of the diviſions compoſed of the 


troops of ſuch ſtates, who have not individually numbers in the field 
ſufficient to form a brigade, the brigadiers ſhall be appointed from the 
fenior colonels or lieutenant- colonels commandant in ſuch brigades. 

On the queſtion to agree to this report, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr. Clark, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, 24 5 

ES Mr. White, WO 08 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay > * 
Rhode. IJsland, Mr. Arnold, Of 1 
t ' Mr, Howell, avs x 
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New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay 
Mr. Hamilton, 4 % 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
| Mr. Clark, 1 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay? 
2 | Mr. Peters, 4 
Delaware, Mr. M'Kean, ay _ 
OY IE Mr. Wharton, ay” 
Virginia, Mr. Maddison, ay & * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Nasb, ay): - 
Mr. Williamson, ay F ay 
. Mr. Blount, ay 
South -Carolina, 


Mr. Ramsay, ay 


Mr. Rutledge, no 
. I pay 
Mr. Lzard, V. 


So the queſtion was loſt. ; 

A motion was then made by Mr. Oſgood, ſeconded 1 Mr. Gilman, 
as follows : 

Whereas it appears, that there are two brigades of troops of the 
Maſlachuſetts line now commanded by colonels ; therefore, 

Resolved, That colonel John Greaton, and colonel William Shep- 
ard, the two ſenior colonels in the Maſſachuſetts line of officers be, 
and hereby are promoted to the rank of . in the army 
of the United States. 

And on the queſtion to agree to the motion, the yeas and nays be- 
ing required by Mr. Oſgood, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. 3 ay 
N Mr. White, 2 
Massachusetts, Mr. Os good, ay > n 
 Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold, ay 
Dy Mr. Howell, 1 1 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, no 
Py 5 Mr. Hamilton, =o AE, 
Ne- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
1 Mr. Clark, 2 oy 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no 9 _ 
. Mr. Peters, at x 
Delaware, Mr. M*Kean, no). 
| Mr. Wharton, wt we. 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, no =* 
North-Carolina, Mr. MNash, no 
Mr. 1 ay Cay 
3 Mr. Blount, ay] 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no) 
Mr. Ramsay, ay > no 
Mr. Izard, no 


i Wands ©4 kd add. Sad a ak Awa 0e ot foo & 


So the motion was loſt. 


The committee, couſiſtiog of Mr, Ramſay, Mr. Naſh and Mr. 


Lr. 
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WPcters, to whom was recommitted the draught of the ſupplemental 
ordinance for regulating the poſt-office, reported the draught of an 
ordinance for amending the ordinance for regulating the poſt- office 
of the United States, which was read a firſt time: 
ordered, That Friday next be aſſigned for the ſecond reading. 
| THURSDAY, December 5, 1782, 

= According to the order of the day, Congreſs proceeded to the elec 
tion of two judges for the court of appeals in caſes of capture, and 
the ballots being taken, 88 | 
= Mr. John Lowell, and Mr. George Read, were elected, the former 
baving been nominated by Mr. Oſgood, and the latter by Mr. Fitz- 
RM Mmons. Dn 55 5555 
= Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee, 
Won the report of a committee on governor Clinton's letter of the 16th 
of September, &c. as entered on the journal of the 14th of November 
laſt ; and the ſame being poſtponed, | 

A motion was made by Mr. M*Kean, ſeconded by Mr. Hamilton, 
in the words following: 4 „ 

Whereas it appears to Congreſs, by authentic ducuments, that the 
people inhabiting the diſtrict of country on the welt fide of Connec- 
Fticut river, commonly called the New-Hampſhire Grants, and claim- 
ing to be an independent ſtate, in contempt of the authority of Con- 
greſs, and in direct violation of®their reſolutions of the 24th of Sep- 
tember, 1779, and of the 2d of June, 1780, did, in the month of Sep- 
tember laſt, proceed to exerciſe juriſdiction over the perſons and pro- 
perties of ſundry inhabitants of the ſaid diſtriQ, profeſſing themſelves 
to be ſubjects of, and to owe allegiance to the ſtate of New-York, by 
means whereof divers of them have been condemned to baniſhment, 
not to return on pain of death and confiſcation of eſtate, and others 
have been fined in large ſums and otherwiſe deprived of property ; 
therefore, : ET BY 5 5 

Resolved, That the ſaid acts and proceedings of the ſaid people, be- 
ing highly derogatory to the authority of the United States, and dan- 
gerous to the confederacy, require the immediate and decided inter- 
poſition of Congreſs, for the protection and relief of ſuch as have ſuf- 

ered by them, and for preſerving peace in the ſaid diſtrict, until a de- 
Peiſion ſhall be had of the controverſy, relative to the juriſdiction of 
the ſame: 5 3 or nu F e 
That the people inhabiting the ſaid diſtrict, claiming to be indepen- 
1 dent, be, and they are hereby required, without delay, to make full and 
gg ample reſtitution to Timothy Church, Timothy Phelps, Henry Evans, 
William Shattuck and ſuch others as have been condemned to baniſh. 
ment and confiſcation of eſtate, or have otherwiſe been deprived of 
Property fince the firſt day of September laſt, for the damages they 
have ſuſtained by the acts and proceedings aforeſaid ; and that they 
be not moleſted in their perſons or properties, on their return to their 
| habitations in the ſaid diſtrict : © | 5 

That the United States will take effectual meaſures to enforce a 
compliance with the aforeſaid reſolutions, in caſe the ſame ſhall be diſ- 
obeyed by the people of the ſaid diſtri; 1 
Vor. VIII. n D 
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Chittenden, Eſq; of Bennington, in the diſtrict aforeſaid, to be com. | 
municated to the people thereof, ; 


tions, in caſe the ſame ſhall be difobeyed by the people of the faid ah 
diſtrict.“ 0 190 


by ſtriking out the words “ and dangerous to the confederacy, require 
the immediate and decided interpoſition of Congreſs,” and in lieu there. 


of, inſerting “ interpoſed in purſuance of the act paſſed on the = 
day of by the ſtate of New-Hampfhire, and the ac paſſed i 5 
on the day of by the ſtate of New-York, two of the 1 


77 ; 
: intereſts of the Confederacy require immediate and effeQuual mea- 
_ ſures :” 


ed by Mr. Howell, 
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That no perſons holding commiſſions under the ſtate of New-York, we 
or under the people of the ſaid diſtri claiming to be independent, 1 
exerciſe any authority over the perſons and properties of any inha. 
bitants in the ſaid diſtrict, contrary to the forementioned reſolutions of 
the 24th of September, 1779, and the 2d of June, 1780: 3 

That a copy of the foregoing reſolutions be tranſmitted to Thomas i 


A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Clark, to ; 1 
ſtrike out the following clauſe : © That the United States will tale Th 
effectual meaſures to enforce a compliance with the aforeſaid reſolu. 8 


A motion was made by Mr. Madiſon, ſeconded by Mr. M*Kean, | 1 
that the queſtion for ſtriking out the clauſe be poſtponed, until a queſ. + 
tion is taken on a motion for amending a previous part of the motion, ; 1 


ſtates claiming the ſame, and for * purpoſe of preſerving the peace 1 


And on the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being requir- 7 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, nod 
: Mr. White, no N 
Massachusetts, Mr. Os good, ay g 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Arnold, no 
3 Mr. Howell, 2 125 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay 9 
5 Mr. Hamilton, x . 
New- Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, a 
5 f | 4 Mr. Clark, 0 2 divided. 
Fennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay? 
F Mr. Peters, Py 
Delaware, Mr. M. Kean, ay 
„„ | Mr. Wharton, | 3 5 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay ; 
VVV Mr. Madison, 35 oy 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Nasb, ay | 
Mr. Williamson, ay Lay 
To ro mew Mr. Blount, any © 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay]! 
Mr. Ramsay, ay ay 
Mr. 1Tzard, => 


So the nd was loſt. 5 , ö 
On the queſtion, ſhall the clauſe moved to be ſtruck out ſand? the | 3 
Yeas and nays being I * ed *. Mr . Howell, Ir 


Neu-Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts, 
2 


BY New: York, 

i News ersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 

Vi rginia, 


| North-Carolina, 


| South-Caroling, 


M Kean: 


3 


New- Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts, 
 Rhode-lsland, 


Neu. York, 
New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


5 North - Carolina, 


Soutb- Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


| Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


5 Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr 0 


So the amendment was loſt, 
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Mr. 


Gilm an, 
White, 
Osgood, 
Arnold, 
Howell, 
Floyd, 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 


Fitzsimmons, | 


Peters, 


M+ Kean, 


| Wharton, 


Fones, 
Madison, 


Nasb, 
Williamson, 
Blount, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
Izard, 


So it was « reſolved i in the affirmative. 
== The motion for amending the former part of the original motion, 
Jas before recited, was then made by Mr. nN ſeconded by Mr. 


Gilman, 
White, 
Osgood, 
Arnold, 
Howell, 
Floyd, 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Peters, 
M* Kean, 
Wharton, 
Carroll, 
Jones, 
Nadi son, 
Nasb, 
Williamson, 
Blount, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
3 : 


23 


* 
2 
0 * 
no 
wh no 
4 2 „ 
a8 V 
nog 
10 f no 
po 
55 5 
3 
5 
ay? 
35 
no j 
ay Cay 
ay 
no} 
ay > ay 


= And on the queſtion to agree to the amendment, the yeas and nays | 
; | being required by Mr. Howell, 


Mr. 


82 
15 divided. 
no * 
nod, 

noy 6 
77 

I * 
2 divided, 
ay? 
21 

ay 

o 

ay S * 

ays = 

ay 

ey Loy 

ay | 

2 

ay pay 

ay) © 


Y 
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On the queſtion to agree to the original motion, the - and nau 1 
being required by Mr. Howell, | 1 
New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, ay 2 75 
Mr. White, aN V 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay > * 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Arnold, no 
1 5 ; Mr. Howell, | Pos 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay? 
BY Mr. Hamilton, ay 8 Y 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
Mr. Clark, ws * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, oy? 
. Mr. Peters, ay % _ 
Delaware, Mr. M*XKean, on 4 
OE, Mr. Wharton, ay$ % . 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, oy > * bs 
Virginia, Mr. Fones, ay = 
„ . Mr. Madison, ay * | 1 
Nortb. Carolina, Nr.. ney 
| Mr. Williamson, ay Fay 
Mr. Blount, oy} 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no }-. 
as r 
Mr. Izard, ay) 


Soi it Was « reſolved ; in the affirmative. 
Frrvar, December 6, 1782. 1 
on motion of Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. Carroll! 
Whereas there is reaſon to ſuſpect, that as well the national cha- 
racter of the United States and the honor of Congreſs, as the finances 
Wt! of the ſaid ſtates may be injured, and the public ſervice greatly retard- 
_ 2 Wi ed, by ſome publications that have been _ concerning the fo- 
16 reign affairs of ſaid ſtates : 7 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into this ſub⸗ "59 
ö ject, and report what ſteps they conceive are neceſſary to be taken 1 
4 thereon. Wy 
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According to the order of the day, the ordinance for amending the 
odrdinance for regulating the poſt- office of the United States was read 
5 4 1 a ſecond time; and the queſtion deins put, ſhall this ordinance be read ON 
at | a third time ? was © kg 8 
1 Ordered, That a letter of the 5th of 8 from the adjutant 

1 general to the ſecretary at war, be referred to a committee, and that 

| the committee be inſtructed to conſider the general ſubje& of franks, 
| in order to extend or reſtrain the privilege as they may find neceſſary. 
127! A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Rutledge, 
;  - That the ſuperintendant of finance be, and he is hereby directed to 
WO repreſent to the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates, the indiſpenſable ne- 
1 ceſſity for their complying with the requiſitions of Congreſs, for raiſ- 
1958 ing 1,200,000 dollars, for paying a year's intereſt of the domeſtic debt 
tt | of the United States, and 2,000,000 dollars towards defraying the ex- 
4 penſes of the eſtimate for the enſuing year, and the inconveniencies 


Ts 
4+ 
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WS mbarraſfments and injuries to the public ſervice, which will ariſe 
from the ſtates individually making appropriations of any part of the 
WE Cid 2,000,000 of dollars, or of any other monies required by the Uni- 
ted States in Congreſs aſſembled, aſſuring them withal that Congreſs 
re determined to make the fulleſt juſtice to the public creditors an 
= invariable object of their counſels and exertions: That a deputation 
pe ſent to the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, for the purpoſe of making a full 
and juſt repreſentation of the public affairs of the United States, and 
XX of urging the abſolute neceſſity of a compliance with the reſolution 
of Congreſs of the 3d day of February, 1781, reſpecting the duty on 
XT imports and prizes, as a meaſure eſſential to the ſafety and reputation 
of theſe ſtates. 5 8 5 
òinMeWben the queſtion was about to be put, a diviſion was called for by 
Mr. Howell; and on the queſtion to agree to the firſt part, as far as 
WW « exertions” incluſive, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Izard: 
EKesolved unanimously, in the affirmative, every member anfwer- 
T: Uk ers . 
= On the queſtion to agree to the ſecond part, © that a deputation,“ 
&c. to the end, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Izard, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, ay 
# 1 Mr. White, | 4 Wy. 
6:2 Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay > * 
17  Rhode-lsland, Mr. Arnold, OF 
= 5 Mr. Howell, at 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, a2 
5 Mr. Hamilton, mT 7 
New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 42 2 4 
3 Mr. Clark, 4 24 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay? 
| . Mr. Miſſiin, 4 10 
. Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay > * 
3 Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay7 
r. Mr. Madison, 21 
North-Carolina, Mr. Nash, | ay} 
| Mr. Will:amson, 25 
V Mr. Blount, ay 
South -Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
. | Mr. Ramsay, ay > ay 
Mr. T1zard, or): 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative _ 

_ Kesolved, That the deputation conſiſt of three members, and that 
previous to their departure they confer with the ſuperintendant of 
finance, the ſecretary at war and the ſecretary for foreign affairs, who 
are hereby directed to communicate to them ſuch information, from 
their reſpective departments, as may be moſt conducive to the end 
propoſed : | 3 25 

The members choſen, Mr. Oſgood, Mr. MiMin and Mr. Naſh. 

1 15 © Tus bar, December 10, 1782. 
4 Mr. Carroll laid before Congreſs a letter of the 6th, from the pre- 
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ſident of the ſenate and ſpeaker of the houſe of delegates of Mary. 
land, informing him of his being choſen a delegate to Congreſs for the 
enſuing year. 

Purſuant to the order of the 18th of November laſt, the ſuperintend. 
ant of finance reported the draught of a letter to Thomas Barclay, Wn 
Eſq; commiſſioner for ſettling the public accounts in Europe, contain. Wl 
ing inſtructions to the ſaid commiſſioner ; and the ſame being read, i 

Ordered, That it be returned to the ſuperintendant to be tranſmitted, We. 
" Frome December 11, 1782. 
On the application of the ſecretary at war, 
Ordered, That he have leave of abſence to viſit his family, 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. * Mr. 
Madiſon and Mr. Fitzſimmons, 1 

Resolved, That the following letter be ſent to the governor of 
Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations, with the deputation ap- 
pointed to proceed to that ſtate : 2 3 

SIR, 

Congreſs are equally affected and alarmed by the information they 
have received, that the legiſlature of your ſtate, at their laſt meeting, 
have refuſed their concurrence in the eſtabliſhment of a duty on im- 
ports. They conſider this meaſure as ſo indiſpenſable to the proſe- 
cution of the war, that a ſenſe of duty and regard to the common ſafe. 
ty, compel them to renew their efforts to engage a compliance with 
it; and in this view they have determined to ſend a deputation of 
three of their members to your ſtate, as expreſſed in the encloſed reſo- 
lution. The gentlemen they have appointed will be able to lay before 
you a full and juſt repreſentation of the public affairs, from which, 
they flatter themſelves, will reſult a conviction of the propriety of 
their ſolicitude upon the preſent occaſion. Convinced by paſt ex- 
perience of the zeal and patriotiſm of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, they 
cannot doubt that it will yield to thoſe urgent conſiderations which 7 
flow from a knowledge of our true ſituation, They will only briefly | 
obſerve, that the increaſing diſcontents of the army, the loud cla- 
mours of the public creditors, and the extreme diſproportion between 
the current ſupplies and the demands of the public ſervice, are ſo many 
invincible arguments for the fund recommended by Congreſs. They 
feel themſelves unable to deviſe any other that will be more effica- | 
cious, leſs exceptionable or more generally agreeable, and if this is re- 
jected, they anticipate calamities of a moſt menacing nature, with this 
conſolation, however, that they have faithfully diſcharged their truſt, 
and that the miſchiefs which may follow, cannot be attributed to them. 

A principal object of the propoſed fund is, to procure loans abroad. 
If no ſecurity can be held out to lenders, the ſucceſs of theſe muſt 
neceſſarily be very limited. The laſt accounts on the ſubject were 
not flattering, and when intelligence ſhall arrive in Europe, that the 
Nate of Rhode - Iſland has diſagreed to the only fund which has yet been 
deviſed, there is every reaſon to apprehend it will have a fatal influence 
on their future progreſs. Deprived of this reſource, our affairs muſt, 
in all probability, rapidly haſten to a dangerous criſis, and theſe ſtates 
de involved in greater embarraſſments than they have yet experienced, 
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lad from which it may be much more difficult to emerge. Congreſs 
Vin only add a requeſt to your excellency, that if the legiſlature ſhould 
not be fitting, it may be called together as ſpeedily as poſhble, to 
enable the gentlemen whom they have deputed to perform the purpoſe 
of their miſſion. „ | 
= On a report of the ſecretary at war, 8 
Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, to 
= ſcttle major William Peck's depreciation in the manner they have 
ME adjuſted the depreciation of the officers of their line. 
| TAaURSDAY, December 12, 1782, | 
Mr. Nathaniel Gorham, a delegate for the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, 


1 attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment, which were 
read, and by which it appears, that on the 24th of October laſt, he 


1 was elected to ſerve for one year, to commence the firſt Monday of 
November, 1782. 3 — 
Mr. John Collins, a delegate for the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland and Pro- 


WE vidence Plantations, attended, and produced the credentials of his ap- 
WE pointment, by which it appears, that on the firſt Wedneſday in May 
BE laſt, he was choſen to repreſent that ſtate in the Congreſs of the Uni- 
W tcd States for one year, and until another ſhall appear to take his place. 


= A letter, of the 30th of November, from the ſpeaker of the lower 
W houſe of aſſembly of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, being read, ” 
A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Arnold, in 
the words following: „ 
« Whereas a letter to his excellency the prefident of Congreſs, 
from the lower houſe of aſſembly of the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland and Pro- 
vidence Plantations, hath been this day read in Congreſs, in the words 
and figures following, to wit: „ . 

. East-Greenwich, November 30, 1782. 


Six, 555 
In obedience to the direction of the lower houſe of aſſembly of this 
ſtate, I have the honor to encloſe to your excellency their unanimous 
reſolutions on the recommendation of Congreſs, reſpecting an impoſt 
on imported goods, &c. and to ſtate ſeme of the principal reaſons 
which produced that reſolution, The fecommendation was rejected. 
Iſt. Becauſe it would be unequal in its operation, bearing hardeſt. 


on the moſt commercial ſtates, and ſo would preſs peculiary hard up- 


on this ſtate, which draws its chief ſupport from commerce: 


2dly. Becauſe it propoſes to introduce into this and the other ſtates, 
officers unknown and unaccountable to them, and ſo is againſt the 
conſtitution of this ſtate : and PC Pn ol ED, 

3dly. Becauſe, by granting to Congreſs a power to collect monies 
from the commerce of theſe ſtates, indefinitely as to time and quanti- 
ty, and for the expenditure of which they are not to be accountable 
to the ſtates, they would become independent of their conſtituents ; 
I ſo the propoſed impoſt is repugnant to the liberty of the United 
States. 3 . 

Many more reaſons might be offered, and the ſubject drawn out to 
a great length, by deſcending to particulars; but theſe are ſufficient 
to anſwer the main deſign of the houſe, which is to ſhew a decent reſ- 
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pect to the ſtates which have differed from them in opinion upon this ; 


ſubject. 


his ſtate may be juſtly ranked among the foremoſt in the common 
_ Cauſe, having furniſhed in ſupport of it as many men, and as much 
money, in proportion to its abilities, as any ſtate in the union, and 
much more than moſt of them, and it is {till diſpoſed to continue its 
exertions ; but it will raiſe and collect its quota of public taxes in 
ſuch a way as ſhall be judged moſt proper. 
And it is hoped, that when its reſolutions are founded on the great 
principles of liberty and a general intereſt, it will not be thought to 
ſuſpect the public virtue of the preſent Congreſs, by withholding from 
them or their ſervants, $ power of which their ſucceſſors might make 
a dangerous uſe. 
With the higheſt ſentiments of reſpect for your excellency, and the 
honorable aſſembly over which you n, I am your excellency's 
moſt obedient ſervant, 
WIIILIAM BRA PDronp, Sheaker. 


„ Wherefore Resolved, That the reſolution of the 6th of Decem- 
ber 1nſt. for appointing a deputation to be ſent to the ſtate of Rhode- 
Iſland, for the purpoſe of making a full and juſt repreſentation of the 
public affairs of the United States, and of urging the abſolute neceſſi- 
ty of a compliance with the reſolution of Congreſs of the 3d day of 
February, 1781, reſpecting the duty on imports and prizes, as a mea- 
ure eſſential to the ſafety and reputation of theſe ſtates, be, and the 
ſame is hereby repealed.” 
On this motion the previous queſtion was moved by the ſtate of 
New-York, ſeconded by the ſtate of New-Hampſhire, that the queſ- 


tion be not now put: 


And on the queſtion to agree to the previous queſtion, the yeas and 


nays being required by Mr. Howell, 
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New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, ay 
2 55 Mr. White, ay\ 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay 
; Mr. Gorbam, ay 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, no 
Mr. Arnold, no 
Mr. Howell, no 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay 
8 . Mr. Hamilton, ay 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay e 
„„ Mr. Clark, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, aps. 
7 ; Mr. Mifflin, 35 o 
Delaware, Mr. »V*Kean, ay > * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay > * 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay N bs 
 North-Corolina, Mr. Nash, ay 
Mr. Williamson, ay > ay 
4 Mr. Blount, 1: 
South-Carolina, Mr. Ramsay, ayd 
Th Mr, Gervais, 7 * 
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Ws 5c it was reſolved in the affirmative, and the main queſtion was 


| 7 et alide. 


on the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr, Of- 
ood and Mr. Gilman, to whom were referred the letter and report of 
oe ſecretary at war, on the ſubject of future promotions of colonels 
r lieutenant-colonels commandant to the rank of brigadiers: | 
Resolved, That for the purpoſe of promotions of colonels or lieute- 
ant-colonels commandant in the army of the United States, to the 
anz of brigadiers, the army of the United States ſhall be conſidered 
=: claſſed in the follewing diviſions : The eaſtern, the middle and the 
Southern : the troops of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Ifland 
nd Connecticut, ſhall form the caſtern : thoſe of New-York, New- 
"0 erſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware and Maryland, the middle : and thoſe 
r Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia, the ſouthern 
iviſion: n Wn hs SR s „ 
That whenſoever it ſhall be deemed neceſſary for the command of 
1 roops in ſervice, to appoint brigadiers in any ſtate or ſtates, where the 
Number of troops in the field are ſufficient to form one or more bri- 
acdes, the brigadiers ſhall be appointed from the ſenior colonels or 
WW icutenant-colonels commandant in the lines of ſuch ſtates; and when 
Wbrigadicrs ſhall be wanted to command brigades within any of the di- 
viſions compoſed of the troops of ſuch ſtates who have not individual- 
iy numbers in the field ſufficient to form a brigade, the brigadiers ſhall 
be appointed from the ſenior colonels or lieutenant-colonels comman- 
dant in ſuch brigades. J wer ge en | 
Ordered, That ſo much of the report as recommends certain officers 
to be promoted to the rank of brigadiers, be referred to the ſecretary 
at war to report. 5555 | . N 
The ſuperintendant of finance, to whom was referred a memorial of 
Reyer Schermerhorn, reports, F TIE og! : 
= © That from the face of the ſaid memorial, it appears that the caſe 
of Mr. Schermerhorn falls within the perview of the reſolutions of 
the 20th of February, 1782,” „ 5 
EKResolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report: 
= The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr. Carroll and 
Mr. Madiſon, appointed to conſider how far the honor of Congreſs and 
be finances of the United States may be affected by certain late pub- 
ications on the ſubject of foreign loans, &c. report, „„ 
pat among the different publications which have lately been 
made concerning foreign loans, they have particularly attended to a 
Very remarkable extract of a letter, publiſhed in the Boſton Gazette, 
of November 10, 1782, under the Providence head, which is there 
We {aid to be an extract of a letter from a gentleman in Philadelphia to 
his friend in that town, dated October 16; in which are the follow- 
ing obſervations: © This day letters have been read in Congreſs from 
Mr. Adams, of the 16th of Auguſt, and Mr. Dumas, his ſecretary, 
Jof the 19th. The loan he is negociating fills as faſt as could be ex- 
W pected. The national importance of the United States is conſtantly 
riſing in the eſtimation of European powers and the civilized world. 
Such is there credit, that they have of late failed in no application 
Von. VIII, 6 1 a 
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for foreign loans, and the only danger on that ſeore is, that of con. 
tracting too large a debt,” 
Lour committee have examined the ſeveral letters that have been 
received from Mr. Adams, your miniſter at the Hague, in the courſe. 

of the laſt ſix months, as well as thoſe from Mr. Dumas, and the ſun. 

dry letters which have been received from your miniſters at Verſailles 
and Madrid, on the ſubject of loans, in the courſe of the preſent year, 
and they are ſorry to obſerve, that the poſitions juſt referred to, on 

the ſubje& of loans, are not only ill founded, but ſome of them are 
expreſsly contradicted by the letters of your miniſters at foreign courts ; 

and whereas the above extract, from its date, and particular Bent 

of other dates, is ſo drawn as to give reaſon to fuſpect that it was writ- 

ten by a member of Congreſs, or by ſome perſon officially entruſted 

with their papers ; and as the duty and honor of Congreſs require that 

they ſhould endeavour to detect and prevent miſrepreſentatians of this 

kind : 

Resolved, That the focretary for foreign affairs be inſtruaed to 
write to the executive of Rhode-Ifland, requeſting them to enquire 
through what channel the above communication was made, or who is 
the ſuppoſed author of the extract referred to, and report accordingly.” 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 
Ordered, That the further report of the committee be poſtponed. 
On the application of Mr. Howell, 
Ordered, That he have leave of mee. 
———— (> —— 
Farrar, December 13, 1782. 
Nr. Elmer, a delegate for New-Jerſey, attended, and took his ſeat. 

On a report from the ſecretary at war, 

Resolved, That every officer whoſe duty requires his being on horſe- 
back, who ſhall have his horſe killed or wounded and diſabled by the ene- 
my, or whoſe horſe ſhall fall into the enemy's hands without his own 

manifeſt fault or miſconduct, ſhall be entitled to receive of the quar- 
ter- maſter- general or his deputy, the juſt value of ſuch horſe, to be ap- 
praiſed on oath, or on the honor of the appraiſers, if commiſhoned effi- 
cers, provided the ſame does not exceed 120 dollars ; provided alſo, 
_ that if the wounded or diſabled horſe be brought off, he ſhall be deli- 
vered to ſome officer in the quarter-maſter's department, whoſe certifi- 
cate ſhall be neceſſary to entitle the owner to compenſation ; provided 
alſo, that before any compenſation fhall be made for horſes loſt in 
manner before-mentioned, the neceſſary facts ſhall be proved to the 
ſatisfaction of the quarter-maſter-general or his deputy, to whom ap- 
plication ſhall be made relative to any ſuch loſſes as have already hap- 
pened, and in future, by the certificate upon honor of at leaſt one com- 
miſſioned officer, or the oath of a non-commiſſioned officer or ſoldier. 
not intereſted therein, counterſigned by the commanding-officer of the 
army, brigade, corps or detachment, to which the claimant did at the 
time belong, unleſs he be the general commanding where the loſs ac- 
crued, in which cafe his own certificate upon honor ſhall entitle him 
to compenſation in manner aforeſaid. This reſolution to have a re- 
troſpect to the firſt day of January, 1779 : this reſolution not to ex- 
rend to officers who have already received compenſation for horſes loſt 
| Face that day. 
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The ſecretary at war, to whom was referred ſo much of a petition 


of Belamy Crawford, as relates to clothing, rations, ſubſiſtence and 


extraordinary expenſes, while a priſoner at Charleſtown, having reported 


thereon: oy 


' Ordered, That the ſaid petition, ſo far as referred to the ſecretary 


at war, be diſmiſſed. 


| Congreſs proceeded by ballot to ſettle the rank of the two judges of 
the court of appeals, elected on the 5th, and the lots being drawn, the 
precedence Was decided in favour of Mr. Reed. 
|  Monpar, December 16, 1782, 
On motion of Mr. Peters, ſeconded by Mr. M*«Kean, 
Resolved, That the honorable the executive of the ſtate of Dela- 


5 | ware be, and hereby are requeſted to give the neceſſary directions for 
providing quarters for the troops of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, ſerving 


with the army of the United States, now on their march for Wil- 
mington. 1 Bs” 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 


: | Madiſon and Mr. Fitzſimmons : 


Whereas it is eſſential to juſtice and to the preſervation of public 
credit, that whenever a nation is obliged by the exigencies of public 
affairs to contract a debt, proper funds ſhould be eſtabliſhed, not only 
for paying the annual value or intereſt of the ſame, but for dicharging 
the principal within a reaſonable period, by which a nation may avoid 
the evils of an exceſſive accumulation of debt ; therefore, 

Resolved, That whenever the net produce of any funds recommended 
by Congreſs and granted by the ſtates, for funding the debt already 
contracted, or for procuring future loans for the {upport of the war, 


W ſhall exceed the ſum requiſite for paying the intereſt of the whole 


Po 23 r 8 9 2 — wy © e F 2 25 RR IN 
* E SIT; n = 2 : Nu I 5; Bo HB a iS I. — «HE. "4 
1 * It; "S- IE IE AG 2 * A 8 2 n 4 * 5 5 
8 EP = CIOS NECES Air Is n > \ * : 
8 I. Cots 23 WS . n 248 
. 2 S fl, 


of February, 1781. 


amount of the national debt, which theſe ſtates may owe at the ter- 


mination of the preſent war, the ſurplus of fuch grants ſhall form a 
ſinking fund, to be inviolably appropriated to the payment of the prin- 
cipal of the ſaid debt, and ſhall on no account be diverted to any other 
purpoſe, 1 | 5 8 

And in order that the ſeveral ſtates may have proper information of 
the ſtate of their finances, it is further e hs 
Resolved, That as ſoon as the public debt can be liquidated, each 


| ſtate be annually furniſhed with the amount thereof and the intereſt 
| thereon, and alſo of the proceeds and diſpoſition of the funds provided 
for the redemption thereof. e e 


Resolved, That the faith of the United States be pledged for the 


| PTY nce of the foregoing reſolution ; and that if any ſtate ſhall 
| think it neceſſary to make it a condition of their grants, the ſame will 


be conſidered by Congreſs as conſiſtent with their reſolution of the 3d 


Tus bar, December 17, 1782, | 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madiſon and Mr. 


Fitzſimmons, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Clark, report as 


A | their opinion, that the deputation appointed to go to the ſtate of Rhode- 
IS Iſland, ought to proceed as ſoon as poſſible, e 


Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 
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WEDNESDAY, December 18, 1782, 

Mr. J. Montgomery, a delegate for Pennſylvania, attended, and 
took his ſeats 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Wil. 
liamſon -and Mr. Matos to whom was referred a letter from 6. 
Bond. 

Resolved, I bat the ſuperintendant of finance take order for the 
payment of 400 dollars to George Bond, deputy e of Congreſs, 
for extra ſervice. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ramſay, Mr. 
Naſh and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a letter of 22d Novem- 


ber, from E. Hazard and J. Bryſon, relative to an explanation of the 


reſolution of Congreſs of the 12th of December, 1780 : 

Resolved, That the auditors of accounts, in ſettling the accounts 
of the poſt-office department, be authorized to give the ſame retroſ- 
pect to the allowance for travelling expenſes as to the yearly ſalary of 
the ſurveyors of the poſt- roads. 

The ſecretary at war, to whom were referred ſundry charges againſt 
S. Hodgdon, late commiſſary of military-ſtores, a petition of Ma 
Coren and an affidavit of J. Hall, reſpecting rhe conduct of the ſaid 
Hodgdon, with orders to proceed by court of enquiry or court-mar- 
tial, againſt the ſaid Hodgdon, in order that he may be acquitted or 
condemned, according to the law martial, of the charges exhibited 
againſt him; having laid before Congreſs the proceedings of a court 
of enquiry appointed purſuant to the above orders; and the ſaid pro- 
ceedings and report of the ſaid court being read, 

Ordered, That the charges above-mentioned be Aiſmiſſed. 

A motion being before the houſe in the words following: 
“That the ſecretary for foreign affairs be diſcharged from the in- 
ſtruction given him on the 12th inſt. Mr. Howell, a delegate from 
the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland, having acknowledged himſelf the author of 
the extract of the letter quoted in the report of the committee.“ 


A motion was made by Mr. Howell, to poſtpone the conſideration 7 


of the motion before the houſe, to make way for one he read 1 in his 
place, 1 in the words following : 
David Howell, of Providence, in the ſtate of Rhode. Idland and 
Providence Plantations, now a delegate in Congreſs for ſaid Rates 
having in his place made the following declaration, viz. 
That he hath, in ſundry letters to his conſtituents, written largely 

on the public affairs, both foreign and domeſtic, of the United States, 
particularly in a letter of 15 pages, in folio, directed to his excellency 

William Greene, Eſq; governor of ſaid ſtate, and in another, leſs co- 
pious, directed to John Carter, Eſq; printer of the Providence Gazette; 
from one of which, he doubts not, was extracted a certain paragraph iv 
the Providence Gazette of the 2d day of November laſt, as follows, viz. 
„This day letters have been read in Congreſs from Mr. Adams, of 
the 16th of Auguſt; Mr. Dumas, his ſecretary, of the 19th. The 
loan he is negociating fills as faſt as could be expected“ * * * The 
national importance of the United States is conſtantly riſing in the 
eſtimation of European powers and the civilized world * * * * * 
Such is their credit, that they have of late failed in no application for 


— 
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oreign loans, and the danger on that ſcore is, that of contracting too 
arge a debt.“ | 5 fs 
J desu non nulla 0::9.:0:9*..9 


But not having copies of ſaid letters, he is at preſent unable to iden- 
Rify the words and ſentences: the ſubſtance he avows to have writ- 
een, not only in ſaid letters, but others on ſundry occaſions, At the 
2% ame time abſolutely proteſting generally againſt any power exerciſed 
1 dr claimed by Congreſs, to call any member of their body to account 
or any information which he may think proper to communicate to 
his conſtituents (the ſecrets only of Congreſs excepted) and more eſ- 


x F 4 
FED. „ , 
mY 5 Fa 


5 5 
7 7 o 
1278 
">3 , 


Wpccially againſt any power in the preſent Congreſs to call to account 


A . 
N 


member of the late Congreſs. Further alleging and proteſting, 
hat the reſolve of the day of December inſt. appointing a 
rommittee of Congreſs on late publications, is a departure from the 
dignity of Congreſs, and tends to eſtabliſh a precedent dangerous to 
the freedom of the preſs, the palladium of liberty, civil and religious: 
and that the reſolve of the day of December inſt. accepting 
the report of ſaid committee, againſt a certain paragraph in a newl- 

paper, and demanding the writer thereof to be delivered up by 
the executive of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, is in effect an infraction 
of the 5th article of the confederation, which allows freedom of 
ſpeech and debate in Congreſs, and of courſe a free communica- 
tion of ſuch ſpeeches and debates, to their conſtituents, by the mem- 
1 bers of Congreſs, without being accountable to that body for the pro- 
vrriety of what is ſaid, debated or communicated ; and declaring that 
the facts ſtated in the ſaid paragraph, reſpecting foreign loans, are ſub- 
WE ſtantially true, and can be eſtabliſhed by authentic decuments, in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Congreſs, there having been no eventual and final failure in 
any late application; that the opinions advanced, were ſuch as he enter- 


* * 


[ot tained and declared on the floor of Congreſs, when the ſum of a fo- 
reign loan was agitated, as the yeas and nays on the journal will ma- 
hnifeſt, and ſuch as he ſtill retains, and in which he is not alone; that 
great injuſtice may be done to the moſt cautious writer, by publiſhing 

angle paragraph only of a letter (of which however he does not in 
his caſe complain) and ſtill greater by a committee of Congreſs re- 


4 
oP, 
i 


* 
2 


eomplain; and alleges, that ſuch proceeding threatens the privileges 


nd endangers the characters of members of Congreſs; that ſuch a 
node of inquiſition, eſtabliſhed by authrority of Congreſs, has a ten- 
WT dency to erect a ſyſtem of deſpotiſm, by detering the minority from 
WT vriting freely to their conſtituents ſuch things as they have a right 
to know, leſt their letters ſhould be intercepted, publiſhed, and in de- 
#1 tached paragraphs injuriouſly fixed on the journals of Congreſs, by an 
1 overbearing majority ; that it is well known that in his private opi- 
nion he is, has been, and has a right to be againſt the five per cent. 
| impoſt; his conſtituants expected him to oppoſe it, that he has been 
faithful to them in that particular will not be denied. He is happy to 
find that the ſtate he has the honor to repreſent, has unanimoufſly re- 


5 | jected that dangerous meaſure, by a ſolemn determination of the lower 
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houſe of aſſembly, on the firſt day of November laſt, 53 members be. 
ing preſent. If the part he has taken in that regard, has drawn on 
him the reſentment of any, he will endeavour to ſuſtain it with a for. 
titude becoming the cauſe of freedom and his country, which in every 
part of his conduct he has uniformly ſupported, and for proof, appeal: 
to the journals of Congreſs. His conſtituents have hitherto approved 
his conduct, and he truſts they will not fail to ſupport him. He con- 
ſiders himſelf as their ſervant, and to them alone he is accountable for 
his doings; and under them the ſervant of the United States, and not 
the ſervant of Congreſs. The declaration and proteſt aforegoing, be. 
ing duly conſidered, reſolved, that the reſolution of 

in the words following, viz. © Reſolved, that the ſecretary for foreign 


affairs be inſtructed to write to the executive of Rhode-Iſland, requeſt. WW! 


ing them to enquire through what channel the above communication 
was made, or who is the ſuppoſed author of the extract referred to, 
and report accordingly,” be, and the ſame is hereby revoked. 
This motion of Mr. Howell being ſeconded by Mr. Arnold, and on 
the queſtion to agree to it, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
Howell, . 8 . 
New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, 


. Mr. White, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Os good, 
| 8 Mr. Gorbam, 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, 


| Mr. Arnold, 
Mr. Howell, 


New-York, Mr. Floyd, 
CO Mr. Hamilton, 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
1 Mr. Clark, © 
Pennsyloania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 


Mr. Peters, 
Mr. Montgomery, 


Delaware, Mr. Me Kean, 

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 

Virginia, J '. "w 

„ Mr. Madison, 

Nort h- Carolina, Mr. Nasb, 
5 Mr. Williamson, 
„ | Mr. Blount, 

South -Carolina, Mr. Ramsay, 

ä 8 


535 Mr. Gervais, 

So it paſſed in the negative. . Ty ne” 

A queſtion was then taken on the motion before the houſe ; where- 
upon it was . 

Resolved, That the ſecretary for foreign affairs be diſcharged from 

the inſtruction given him on the 12rh inſt. Mr. Howell, a delegate 

from the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, having acknowledged himſelf the av- 


thor of the extract of the letter quoted in the report of the commit - 


tee of that day. 
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A motion was then made by Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Car- 
oll, in the words following: 

é Congreſs having in reſpect to the articles of confederation, ad- 
nitted on their journals an entry of a motion made by Mr. Howell, 
econded by Mr. Arnold, highly derogatory to the honor and dignity 
f the United States in Congreſs aſſembled : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report ſuch meaſures 
s it will be proper for Congreſs to take thereupon,” | 
A motion was made by Mr. Arnold, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, to ö 
ſtrike out the words “ highly derogatory to the honor and dignity of 
he United States in Congreſs aſſembled :” 

75 And on the queſtion, ſhall the words moved to be firuck out ſtand? 
7 Phe yeas and nays being required by Mr. Arnold, 


n New-Hampebire, Mr. Gilman, ay 2 
) Mr. White, ay 9 
Massachusetts, Mr. Os good, 35 aL 
. : - Mr. Gorham, 7 
. Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, no) 
5 Mr. Arnold, no i no 
| Mr. Howell, no 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, 42 3 
3% Og] Mr. Hamilton, ay) , 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, 9 82 _ 
„ Mr. Clark, | ay * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay} © 
| Mr. Peters, ay > ay 
Mr. Montgomery, ay) 
Delaware, Mr. M. Kean, ay S * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay C * 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, a 4 
- Mr. Madison, | 3 2d 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Nash, a 
Mr. Williamson, ay þ oy 
3 Mr. Blount, ey). 
South-Carolina, Mr. Ramsay, ay 
EE. —-. + ay S ay 
Mr. Gervais, | * pF: 


| So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the motion, reſolved in the affirmative. 
nMembers choſen for the foregoing committee, Mr. Gilman, Mr. 
* Hamilton and Mr. Madiſon. | | 

| THURSDAT, December 19, 1782. 
5 Ordered, That the order of the day for electing a ſecretary for fo- 
eign affairs, be poſtponed till Thurſday next. 
= On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Fitz- 
immons and Mr. Carroll, to whom was referred a letter of the 12th, 
om the ſecretary at war, reſpecting the pay of artificers in colonel 
_B:Idwin's regiment: 
EKesolved, That all the artificers, who have not been ſettled with up 


to the laſt day of December, 1781, be ſettled with for pay and ae 


ber, 1781, at the rate of 12 dollars per month, and upon ſuch ſettle. 


the reſult thereof. 


Peters and Mr. Gilman, to whom were referred letters of Jacob Cuy- 


and took his ſeat in Congreſs. 


the ſubject of his department, report, © that he is willing, if it be the 
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ciation from the firſt day of Auguſt, 1780, to the laſt day of Decem- 


ment receive their dues in funded certificates, 
The committee, conliſting of Mr. Ramſay, Mr. Naſh and Mr. Pe. 
ters, to whom was re-committed the draught of a ſupplementary ordi. 
nance for regulating the poſt-office, reported another draught, which 
was read a firſt time, and to-morrow aſſigned for the 785 reading 
_—— ——_> © n__—_— 

Farnar, December 20, 1782, 

On the report of the committee, appointed to report ſuch meaſures 
as it will be proper for Congreſs to take in conſequence of the motion 
made by Mr. Howell on the 18th inſtant : 
Resolved, That the ſaid motion, with the preceding reſolutions of 
Congreſs, to which it refers, be tranſmitted by the ſecretary for foreign 
affairs to the executive authority of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, with 
an authenticated ſtate of the ſeveral applications for foreign loans, and 
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On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Madiſon, Mr, 


Jer and Iſaac Tichenor, on the ſubject of ſuits brought againſt the ſaid 
Tichenor, for debts contracted by him on account of ce: furniſh. Wi 
ed the troops in the ſervice of the United States : 
Resolved, That copies of the letters of Jacob Cuyler and Iſaac Tich- 
enor, relative to ſuits brought againſt the ſaid Tichenor, in New. 
Hampſhire, for debts contracted by him for ſupplies purchaſed for the 
ſervice of the United States, be tranſmitted to and recommended to 
the attention of the ſaid ſtate, 
Mr. Ellſworth and Mr. Wolcott, two. delegates for the ſtate of 70 
Connecticut, attended, and produced credentials, which were read, and 
by which it appears, that on the ſecond Thurſday of May, 1782, the 
day appointed by law for the choice of r ee Samuel Hunting- Ws 
ton, Eſq; Oliver Ellſworth, Eſq; Richard Law, Eſq; Jeſſe Root, Eſq; 5 


Oliver Wolcott, Eſq; Benjamin Huntington, Eſq; and Jedediak Wi 


Strong, Eſq; were elected delegates to repreſent that ſtate i in the Con- FE 
greſs of the United States. . 
The ſupplementary ordinance for regulating the 1 was a 
read a ſecond time, and Monday next aſſigned for the third reading. . 
— 2 — | ans, 
Saru, December 21, 1782, "an 
Mr. Hawkins, a delegate for the ſtate of North. Carolina, attended, 7 . 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Madiſon, Mr, Rutledge and Mr. 7 
Gilman, appointed to confer with the ſecretary for foreign affairs, on WW 
deſire of Congreſs, to remain in the ſaid department until the enſuing 
ſpring, but that it will be neceſſary for him to make a ſhort viſit to 
the ſtate of New-York in the month of January, which the commit- 
tee think will not probably interfere with the public buſineſs ;” where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the election of a un for foreign affairs be 
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poſtponed until the firſt Monday in May next; and that Mr. Li- 
vingſton be requeſted to continue to diſcharge the duties of that de- 
partment until ſuch election ſhall be made; and that he have leave 
of abſence, for the purpoſe of making a viſit to the ſtate of New- 
York. . 5 a | . 
| On the report of the ſuperintendant of finance, to whom was re- 
eerred a report of a committee, on a letter of the 2d of Auguſt, from 
Wthe ſaid ſuperintendantt: „ 
EKesolved, That the commiſſioners for ſettling accounts, according 
eo the act of the 20th of February laſt, do receive lottery tickets as 
ouchers for the prizes which may have been drawn to ſuch tickets, 
and certify the ſame as debts of the United States, at and after the 


f WS On the queſtion to agree to the above, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr. Gilman, 5 18 1 5 
New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, 9 
d oe Mr. White, 10 f no 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gorham, no > * 
. Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay > * 
8 Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no} 
d : Mr. Wolcott, 2 NE 
lo New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay? 
7 Mr. Hamilton, ay 5 2d 
n- Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinoft, ay) 
7. 1 Mr. Clark, ay > ay 
1e Mr. Elmer, ay) 
to Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay? 
| | Mr. Montgomery, ay 5 2 
of Delaware, Mr. M. Kean, ay? 
nd 5 * : 1 Mr. Wharton, v4 a 
he 4 Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay > * 
g- Virginia, Mr. Jones, - ap Þ--. 
q; Mr. Madison, os Y 
ah North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay} 
n- Mr. Williamson, Ay 
8 | Mr. Blount, nl - 
25 HR South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay); 
, _ Mr. Ramsay, ay — 
1 Mr. Izard, ay we 
5 Mr. Gervais, od 
ed, | 


Tir « Th 6 8 report 2 
8 . at it appears from the papers referred, that the executive au- 
ority of the ſtate of South-Carolina, had claimed in behalf of the ori- 


inal owners, citize 


; | Vol. VIII. 


8o it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
oy. n Monpar, December 23, 1782. 

bs 4 8 conſiſting of Mr. Madiſon, Mr. Hamilton and M 
ing e de Pax , om were referred a letter from ma 

et the 28th of October laſt, and ſundr 
| aving made the followin 


rate of one dollar in ſpecie for every 40 dollars of ſuch prizes. 


jor general Greene, 
y papers accompanying the ſame, 


ns of the ſaid 3 ſundry horſes re- captured on 
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land, from the enemy, by a detachment of the forces of the United 
States, on the general principle that original owners are entitled to 
reſtitution of all re-captured property ; that a council of war, to which 
the ſaid claim was referred by major-general Greene, had decided 
againſt its validity, and that he has finally ſubmitted the caſe to Con. 
greſs. e e 

On this ſubject the committee beg leave to obſerve, that by the 9th 


of the articles of confederation, the United States in Congreſs aſſem. 


bled, are inveſted with the ſole and excluſive right and power inter alia, 
of eſtabliſhing rules for deciding in all caſes what captures on land or 
water ſhall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land, or naval 
forces in the ſervice of the United States, ſhall be divided or appro- 


| priated, which power, as it involves that of deciding on the right of 


the enemy to the property captured, neceſſarily extends to caſes of re- 
capture : IS *: 1 oO. 
That with reſpect to captures and re-captures on water, general 
proviſion hath been made by ſeveral ordinances,and acts of Congreſs: 
That with reſpect to captures on land, partial proviſion only hath 


been made; and for caſes of re-capture on land, no proviſion at all, it 


having been left to the diſcretion of the military commanders to con- 


form, in the caſes omitted, to the general rules of juſtice and the cul: 


| toms of war, as obſerved by civilized nations: = 
That the particular caſe in queſtion, having been decided in the 


mode practiſed in the army in like inſtances, cannot with prepriety be 


re-judged by Congreſs, to whom is delegated in caſes of capture, : 


legiſlative only, and not a judiciary authority : 5 
That nevertheleſs, ſince it is both the duty and diſpoſition of Con- 
greſs, to render the arms of the United States as ſubſervient as pofli- 
ble to the juſt intereſts of individuals, as well as to the general de. 
fence ; and ſince reſtitution has been ordained to the original owners, 
in caſes of re-capture on water of property previouſly captured by the 
enemy on land, the committee are of opinion, that it is expedient to 


remit in favour of the original owners, the property re- captured by 


colonel Koſkiuſko, and retained for the uſe of the United States. 


Upon this view of the ſubject, the committee propoſe the following 


reſolutions : A | 


1ſt. That Congreſs approve of the ſteps taken by major- general 
Greene, in the caſe of the property re-captured on land by colonel 
Koſkiuſko, and claimed in behalf of the original owners, by the exe 
cutive authority of the ſtate of South-Carolina, as ſtated in his letter 


of the 28th of October laſt: | 


24. That ſo much of the property re-captured as aforeſaid, and ac- 
cruing to the uſe of the United States, as ſhall be ſatisfactorily proven 


ted to the original proprietors, excepting only ſo much, or the value 
thereof, not exceeding 41th of the whole value, as the ſaid major-gene- 
ral Greene may have promiſed, or may be deemed by him a proper 
compenſation to the re-captors : 


3d. That leave be given to the committee to report an ordinance 


_ declaring in all caſes what captures on land ſhall be legal, and in what Wi 


manner the ſame ſhall be divided or appropriated, 


to have been captured from inhabitants of the United States, be remit- 4 
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The queſtion being taken on the firſt reſolution, 
Reſolved in the affirmative. 5 
When the ſecond was under conſideration, 
A motion was made by Mr. Rutledge, ſeconded by Mr. Gervais, to 
rike out the words “ and accruing to the uſe of the United States:“ 


And on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays be- 


h ng required by Mr. Gervais, ; 
5 New-Hampsbire, Mr. Cilman, ay} _ 
Hh 85 Mr. White, aye” 
al Rhode-T1sland, Mr. Collins, ay 

Gn - Mr. Arnold, no i no 
of Mr. Howell, no 
| Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, ON 5 
8 Mr. Wolcott, ay 
| New-York, Mr. Floyd, I > 
% of oy Mr. Hamilton, 4 + divided. 
by | Mr. Clark, ay Cay 
7 | Mr. Elmer, ay) 
1 Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 


Mr. Peters, 


New - Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay) 
Mr. Montgomery, 


» Delaware, Mr, M*Kean, 
„„ | Mr. Wharton, 
2 Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
Virginia, | Mr. Fones, 
. e very Mr. Madison, 
* Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 


Mr. Williamson, 
3 Mr. Blount, 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, 
Mr. Ramsay, 
Mr. Izard, 
: Mr. Gervats, 
| So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
. mh Tosbar, December 24, 1782, „ 
Longreſs reſumed the conſideration of the reſolution under debate 
tterday; and on the queſtion to agree thereto, 5 
KReſolved in the affirmati e. 
„ A queſtion being taken on the third reſolution, 
3: Pf Reſolved in the affirmative _ TED 
. The ſupplementary ordinance for regulating the poſt- office was read 
ve third time, and paſſed as follows: 5 
n ordinance for amending an ordinance for regulating the post-office 
| y the United States of America: * 

Whereas it hath been repreſented to Congreſs, ſince paſſing the 
rrdinance for regulating the poſt- office of the United States of Ame- 
bi a that ſundry alterations therein, and additions thereto, are neceſ- 
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Be it ordained by the United States in Congreſs affombled, and i it 
is hereby ordained by authority of the ſame, that the privilews of 
franking letters be, and the ſame is hereby extended to the inſpeQor. 
general, the adjutant-general, the director of the hoſpitals, the quar. 
ter-maſter-general, the commiſſary of priſoners and the pay-maſter. 
general, of the army of the United States; and that the ſame pri- 
vilege be, and the ſame is hereby extended to the officers at the heads 
of the like departments in any ſeparate army; all letters to and from 
whom, on public buſineſs, ſhall paſs free of poſtage ; and in order to 
prevent the multiplicity of franks becoming too burthenſome to the 

ublic, 

R Be it ordained and it is hereby ordained by the authority aforeſaid, 
that the allowance not exceeding 20 per'cent. on what would be the 
poſtage of free letters if they were charged, be diſcontinued, and that 
the public be charged with no farther commiſhons on free letters, 
though they contain encloſures, than the officers of the poſt-office 
would be entitled to on the poſtage of the ſame number of ſingle. es 
ters coming the ſame diſtance : 
And be it ordained by the authority aforeſaid, that the clauſe in 
the ordinance of the 18th of October laſt, which directs the poſt-maſl. 
ter- general and his deputies to furniſh extraordinary expreſſes be, and 
the ſame is hereby repealed, Done, &c. 

Resolved, That the quarter: maſter-general furniſh all extraordinary 
expreſſes when the ſervice requires them, any ordinance or reſolution 
of Congreſs to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

On motion of Mr. Rutledge, ſeconded by Mr Fitzſimmons, 

Resolved, That the poſt-maſter-general be directed to continue the 
ſouthern poſt to Savannah, in Georgia ; and that the ſuperintendant 
of finance furniſh the money neceſſary for that purpoſe. 

Congreſs having received information that the ſtate of Virginia has 
repealed its law agreeing to the duty an imports and prizes: 

Resolved, That the deputation to Rhode-Iſland be for the preſent 
| ſuſpended ; and that a committee be appointed to report ſuch further 
meaſures as it may be * for Congreſs to take upon the ſubjec 
at large. 

e December 27 163, --- 
Mr. Condit, a delegate for New-Jerſey, attended, and took his ſeat, 


On a report from the ſecretary for foreign affairs, to whom were re- 


ferred ſundry letters from Dr. Franklin and Mr. ]. Adams; 
Resolved, That Dr. Franklin be informed that the allowance he 
has heretofore made and now makes to Mr. William Temple Frank- 
lin, acting in the character of his ſecretary, meets the approbation of 
Congreſs ; and that his future allowance be 300 louis d'ors per at 
num, until the farther order of Congrefs. 

Resolved, That Mr. Adams be informed that Congreſs agree to 
the purchaſe he has made of a houſe at the Hague, on account of the 
United States, and direct him to take meaſures for transferring to 
them the title thereof, That on his furniſhing an account of the bas 
lance ſtill due on ſuch purchaſe, the ſuperintendant of hnance take or- 

der for the payment thereof, 
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Novar, December 30, 1782. 

His excellency the preſident having informed Congreſs that the 
on. T. Jefferſon was arrived in town: 

Ordered, That Mr. Jefferſon have acceſs to the ſeveral offices of 
Congreſs, in order that he may gain a knowledge of the affairs of the 
nited States, and prepare himſelf for the execution of the truſt re- 
poſed in him. 1 5 3 „„ | 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Clark and Mr. 
arroll, to whom was referred a letter of the 5th, from major- general 
the baron de Steuben, having confered with him thereupon, ſubmit 
to the conſideration of Congreſs the following facts, reſulting from 
the communications made to them, ſupported by the teſtimonials of 


1ſt. That the baron de Steuben was in Europe poſſeſſed of reſpec- 
table military rank, and different poſts of honor and emolument, which 
he relinquiſned to come to America and offer his ſervices at a criti- 
cal period of the war, and without any previous ſtipulations : : 


diſintereſted manner, and without compenſations ſimilar to thoſe which 
had been made to ſeveral other foreign officers : e PEE 

3dly. That under ſingular difficulties and embarraſſments in the de- 
partment in which he has been employed, he has rendered very im- 
portant and ſubſtantial ſervices, by introducing into the army a regu- 
Har formation and exact diſcipline, and by eſtabliſhing a ſpirit of order 
land economy in the interior adminiſtration of the regiments ; which, 
beſides other advantages, have been productive of immenſe ſavings to 
[the United States; that in the commands in which he has been em- 
ployed, he has upon all occaſions conducted himſelf like a brave and 
experienced officer : the committee are therefore of opinion, that the 


Wthe diſtinguiſhed notice of Congreſs, and to a generous compenſation, 
whenever the ſituation of public affairs will admit: the committee 
Warther report, that the baron de Steuben has conſiderable arrearages 
fr pay due to him from theſe ſtates on a liquidated account, and that 


paving exhauſted his reſources in paſt expenſes, it is now indiſpenſable 
hat a ſum of money ſhould be paid him for his preſent ſupport, and 


o enable him to take the field another campaign, and propoſe that 
bis account aforeſaid ; whereupon, 
ed to the ſuperintendant of finance to take order. 


WgPartment in which the baron de Steuben is employed, he is under the 


the commander in chief and many other principal officers of the army: 


2dly. That on his arrival he actually engaged in the army in a very : 


acrifices and ſervices of the baron de Steuben, juſtly entitle him to 


TW he ſum of 2400 dollars be paid to him for that purpoſe, and charged 
Kesolved, That the foregoing propoſal of the committee be refer- 
The committee farther obſerving, that from the nature of the de- 


ececeſſity of making frequent journies, by which he incurs an addition- 


Wal expenſe, and is often deprived of the allowance of forage to which 
he is entitled; thereupon, | FS „ 
Resolved, That the baron de Steuben be allowed 300 dollars per 
month, in lieu of his extra pay and of ſubſiſtence and forage for himſelf 
and family, including waggon as well as ſaddle horſes ; and that theſe 
allowances hereafter ceaſe. | | | . ; 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Fitzſimmons, Mr. 
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Madiſon wid Mr. Rutledge, to whom were referred a letter of O00. 
ber the 9th, from major- general Greene, and one of the 5th, from bri- 
gadier-general Wayne, with ſundry papers encloſed: 

Whereas brigadier-general Wayne, commanding a detachment of 
the army of the United States, did, as appears by his proclamation of 
the 9th day of Auguſt laſt, with the advice and approbation of the 
governor and executive of the ſtate of Georgia, enter into certain arti- 
cles of agreement with ſundry merchants, ſubjects of the crown of 
Great-Britain, then reſiding in Savannah, whereby it was provided 
that the ſaid merchants ſhould be permitted to remain unmoleſted with 
their effects, and to diſpoſe thereof to the citizens of the United States, 
and after having ſo diſpoſed of them, to export produce of the ſtate of 
Georgia, to the amount of the * ſo diſpoſed of, to the next Bri. 
tiſh poſt. 

Resolved, That the convention or agreement entered into bee 
brigadier-general Wayne and ſundry inhabitants of the town of Sa- 
vannah, ſubjects of the crown of Great-Britain, reſpeRing the ſafety 
of their perſons and property, and the exportation of produce of the 
ſtate of Georgia, to the amount of the goods which they have or may 
diſpoſe of to the citizens of the United States, to the neareſt Britiſh poſt, 
be, and is hereby ratified ; and that all commanders of armed veſſels, 

in the ſervice of the United States, or belonging to any of the inha- 
bitants thereof, do pay due regard to the paſſports which have or ſhall 

be given by the 3 of the ſtate of 5 for the PR 
aforeſaid, 
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Mr. Howell, a delegate for Rhode-Iſland, having requeſted that the 
letters of the 8th of April and 12th of Auguſt laſt, from Dr, Frank- 
lin to the ſuperintendant of finance, which were read i in Congreſs the 
27th inſtant, be ſent for; : and the ſame being laid before CORTE 
and read : 

Ordered, That the Wees ant of finance lay baten Congreſs 
ſuch extracts from Dr. Franklin's letters of the 8th of April and 12th 
of Auguſt laſt, as Mr. Howell ſhall point out ro him. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Fitzſimmons, Mr. Bo 
_ Madiſon and Mr. Hamilton, to whom were referred letters of the 22d 1 
and 24th from the ſecretary at war: 5 
Resolved, That the reſolutions of the 7th of Auguſt laſt, fo far as 
relates to the lines of New-Hampſhire, Rhode-Iſland and New-Jerſey, 
be ſuſpended till the 1ſt day of March next: and alſo, as to the Penn- Wl 
 ſylvania line, ſo far as to retain in ſervice * the officers wenn 7 55 
to the completing of three regiments. _ 

Resolved, That brigadier-general Hand be; and he is hereby con- 
tinued in the vines of adjutant-general. 

— 2 — 85 
Mesar, January 1, 1783. 

On a report of the ſecretary for foreign affairs : 

The miniſter plenipotentiary of his moſt Chriſtian maieldy having 
communicated to Congreſs, through the ſecretary for foreign affairs 
on the 7th inſt. the reſolution taken to embark the army under the 
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ommand of the count de Rochambeau, and on the 29th, their having 
actually embarked and failed ; together with his majeſty's intention 
o direct them to return whenever an object ſhould offer, in which 
hey might effeQually co-operate with the troops of the United States: 
Resolved, That the ſecretary for foreign affairs inform the miniſter 
bf France, that though Congreſs cannot fee without regret, the de- 
parture of an army to whoſe bravery and good conduct they are ſo 
greatly indebted for the reduction of the enemy's force in this coun- 
ry, yet that they have too much confidence in the attention of his 
majeſty to the intereſts of the alliance, not to be perſuaded that the 
brder for their departure was dictated by a conviction that they could 
elſewhere be more uſefully employed againſt the common enemy : 
That they wiſh him to make known to his majeſty the grateful 
Wenſe they entertain of his attention to their immediate intereſt, ma- 
Wnifeſted in the important aid thus long afforded them, and in his ge- 
Werous determination to direct his troops to return to this country 
whenever circumſtances will admit of an advantageous co-operation 
with the arms of the United States; that they deſire through him, 
to recommend in a particular manner the count de Rochambeau and 
the army under his command, to the favour of his majeſty,” having 
the higheſt reaſon to be ſatisfied with their bravery and good conduct, 
and with that ſtrict diſcipline to which they are indebted for the per- 
ect harmony which has ſo happily ſubliſted between them and the 
Coldiers and citizens of the United States. * 
Resolved, That the preſident make the acknowledgments of Con- 
greſs in a particular manner to his excellency the count de Rocham- 
beau, and ſignify to him the high ſenſe they entertain of the diſtin- 
guiſhed talents diſplayed by him, with ſo much advantage to theſe 
ſtates, in the moſt important conjunctures, as well as of the ſtrict and 
examplary diſcipline which have been uniformly conſpicuous in the 
troops under his command, and which have deſervedly acquired the 
Wadmiration and eſteem of the citizens of theſe ſtates, by whom his 
ignal ſervices, and the delicate attention at all times paid to their 
Private rights, will ever be held in affectionate remembrance. 2 
Nux ons par, January 2, 1783. „ 
Mr. Wilſon, a delegate for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, attended, and 
r = | 
The ſuperintendant of finance, having, purſuant to the order of the 
75 | Iſt of laſt month, laid before Congreſs copies of the letters of the 
th of April and 21ſt of Auguſt laſt, from Dr. Franklin. 
WE On the requeſt of Mr. Howell, . 
Ordered, That the ſaid copies be delivered to him. 
Fntpar, January 3, 1783. __ 
On the report of the ſecretary for foreign affairs, to whom was re- 
2 a communication from the hon. the miniſter plenipotentiary of 
rance: 5 
Resolved, That the ſecretary for foreign affairs inform the miniſter 
| of France, that Congreſs learn with great pleaſure that the ſteps taken 


by Congreſs and the reſpeQuve ſtates, their conſtituents, in oppoſition 
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to the attempts of the Britiſh court to bring about a partial negocia· 


tion, has been ſatisfactory to his moſt Chriſtian majeſty: that his ma- 
bed, s conduct, in the progreſs of the negociations commenced in 

urope, as it has been communicated to Congreſs, is ſufficient to in- 
ſpire a juſt abhorrence of every act derogatory to the principles of the 
alliance, and ſerves to fortify the reſolutions which his repeated ach 
of friendſhip, and a ſenſe of their own honor and dignity, had dictated 
to the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, and the ſtates they re- 
preſent. 

The court conſtituted in purſuance of the 9th article of the confe. 
deration, to hear and finally determine the diſpute between the ſtatet 
of Pennſylvania and Connecticut, reſpecting certain lands, having 


heard and adjudged the ſaid diſpute, returned to Congreſs their pro- 


ceedings and final ſentence and decree : 
Ordered, That in purſuance of the ſaid articles of confederation, 


the proceeding and final fentence and decree of the ſaid Fouts be 1 
ed among the acts of Congrefs. 


The commiſſion to the judges was returned with the following en- 


dorſement: 


The execution of this commiſſion appears by rhe ſchedule to the 


Tame annexed. 


Wu. WIr PLE, 6 10 
WrLeoME ARNOLD, (Le s. 
Wm. C. HovsToN, (L. S.) 
CyRUs GRIFFIN, | (Lo 8.) 
David BREARLY, (L. s.) 
The ſchedule annexed is in the words and figures following: 
Proceedings of the court of commiſſioners, holden at Trenton, in 


the ſtate of New-]erſey, the 12th of November, 1782, to determine a 
_ controverſy ſubliſting between the ſtate of Pennſylvania and the Raw 
of Connecticut, relative to diſputed territory. 

At a court of commiſſioners, holden at Trenton, in the ſtate of = 
| New-Jerſey, on the 12th day of November, in the year of our Lord 
1782, agreeably to the 9th article of the confederation, and by virtue 
and in purſuance of the commiſſion and letters patent of the United 


States in Congreſs aſſembled, given under their ſeal, and dated the 


28th day of Auguſt, in the year aforeſaid, conſtituting and empower- 
ing the perſons therein named, to hear and finally determine a con- 


troverſy ſubſiſting between the ſtates of Pennſylvania and Connecticut, 


. relative to their reſpective rights and claims to certain diſputed lands. 


— 22 — 
Tuesday, 12th November, 178 82, 
PRESENT, 5 | 
David Brearly, and 8 
The honorable J William Churchill Houſton, an; 
Proclamation for filence being made, | 
The commiſſion from the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, di- 


reQing the fitting of the court, was read in the words following, viz» 


(Here follows the commiſſion as recited i in the journal of the 28th 
of Auguſt laſt.) 


The commiſſioners preſent took the oath preſcribed a the 9th 
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; rticle of the confederation, and recited in the commiſſion, before the 
Won. Iſaac Smith, Eſq; one of the juſtices of the ſupreme court of judi- 
ature of the ſtate of New-Jerſey, a certificate of which was endorſed 
dn the commiſſion. | 
| Adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. | 
The certificate endorſed on the commiſſion is as follows : 15 
I, Iſaac Smith, Eſq; one of the juſtices of the ſupreme court o 
judicature of the ſtate of New-Jerſey, do hereby certify, that on the 
12th day of November, in the year of our Lord 1782, perſonally ap- 

deared hefore me, the hon. David Brearly and William Churchill Houſ- 
on, Eqrs; and were ſeverally ſworn well and truly to hear and determine 
Whe matter in queſtion between the ſtates of Pennſylvania and Connecti- 
Nut, agree ably to the tenor of the within commiſſion, according to the beſt 
f their judgment, without favour, affection or hope of reward. Dated 
Wt Trenton, the day and year above. 5 ISAAC SMITH. 

: | Wednesday, 13th November, 1782. 

Then met purſuant to adjournment, 


The honorable Dovis: Breazly, aud 5 Eſqrs; 


William Churchill Houſton, 
nd not being a quorum to proceed on bulineſs, | 
Adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
—— — e — 
Fhbhursday, November 14, 1782. 
Then met purſuant te adjournment, | | 
The honorable 425176 Brearly, and _ + Eſqrs 
William Churchill Houſton, e 


in Adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
2 | — 


Friday, November 15, 1782. 
= Then met purſuant to adjournment, 
The honorable J Did Brearly, and © Efqrs; 
100” 2 William Churchill Houſton, aa 
= Adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
| 1 —  _ 
Saturday, November 16, 1782. 
Then met purſuant to adjournment, 
11, David Brearly, and Es 
r J William Churchill Houſton, 5 n 
Adjourned till Monday morning next, ten of the clock. 
RS 8 Es a — ä _ 3 es 
5: Monday, 18th November, 1782. 
The court met purſuant to adjournment, and opened in form. 
OY PRESENT, 5 
William Whipple, 
I' Welcome Arnold, 
The honorable< David Brearly, 
I | William Churchill Houſto: 
"2 1 and Cyrus Griffin, | 
Phe hon. Mr, Whipple, Welcome Arnold and Cyrus Griffin, Eſqrs; 
ook the oath preſcribed by the 9th article of the confederation, and 
Yol VIIL 9 oy 


Eſqrs; 
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recited in the commiſſion, before the hon. David Brearly, Eſq; chief 
juſtice of the ſtate of New-Jerſey, a certificate whereof was endorſed Wi 
on the commiſſion. 

John Neilſon, Eſq; was appointed clerks 

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 

The certificate endorſed on the commiſſion is as follows: 

I, David Brearly, Eſq; chief juſtice of the ſtate of New-Jerley, do 
hereby certify, that on the 18th day of November, in the year of our 
Lord 1782, perſonally appeared before me, the hon. William Whip. 
ple, Welcome Arnold and Cyrus Griffin, Eſqrs; and were ſeverally ſworn 
well and truly to hear and determine the matter in queſtion between 
the ſtates of Pennſylvania and Connecticut, agreeably to the tenor of 
the within commiflion, according to the beſt of their judgment, without 
favour, affection or hope of reward. Datos at Trenton, the day and 
year above. 

Davin BREARLY, 
— * | 
Tuesday, 19th November, 1782. 
The court met purſuant to adjournment. 
PRESENT, 
William Whipple, preſident,” 
DE Welcome Arnold, . 
The honorable William Churchill Houſton, 
8 Cyrus Griffin and 
David Brearly, i 
Rr Neat Eſq; took the oath of office as clerk of the court. 
roclamation was made for all perſons concerned to attend the court: 
and be heard. - 
William Bradford, jun. Joſeph Reed, James Wilſon and Jonatha 5 
Dickinſon Sergeant, Eſqrs; appearing as agents, and Henry Oſborne 
Eſq; as ſolicitor for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, produced their creden 
tials and powers as recited in the journals of Congreſs, in theſe words: 
[Here follows the powers as recited in the journal of Congreſs ol 
the 16th of July, 1782 :] © 
Which being read, were accepted by the court, and their appear | 
ance accordingly entered for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, 2 
 Eliphalet Dyer, William Samuel Johnſon and Jeſſe Root, Eſqrs : 
appearing as agents for the ſtate of Connecticut, produced their cr 
dentials and powers as they here follow: 


Be it known, that we, the governor and com any ol c 
32 27 the ſtate of Connecticut, in America, have 3 1 
r: conſtituted and appointed, and by theſe preſents do col 
ſtitute, authorize and appoint the hon. Eliphalet Dyen 
William Samuel Johnſon and Jeſſe Root, Eſqrs; our agents, procurt 
tors and attornies, in our name and behalf to appear, and us to repre 
ſent, before the honorable court of commiſhoners, conſtituted, appoint 
ed and commiſſioned by the Congreſs of the United States, purſuan 
to the 9th article of confederation, to be holden at Trenton, in Ney. 
Jerſey, on the 12th day of November inſt. and at all other times and 
places where ſaid court may be holden, to hear, judge and determine 
the controverſy ſubſiſting between the ſtate of Pennſylvania and the 
ſtate of Oren reſpeQung the title, juriſdietion, poſſeſſioꝑ ayl 


„ nr ns, A 


laim, to a certain territory of country, contained within the bounds 

nd limits of the royal charter and patent of his majeſty king Charles 
Wc 2d, to the governor and company of the late Engliſh colony of Con- 
ecicut, claimed by the ſtate of Pennſylvania, And we do by theſe 
Wreſents give and grant to our ſaid agents and attornies, the ſaid Eli- 
Whalet Dyer, William Samuel Johnſon and Jeſſe Root, Eſqrs; or either 
wo of them, full and ample powers of attorney and procuration, fpr 
Is and in our name and ſtead to purſue, implead, anſwer and defend, 
h all and fingular the the queſtions, matters and things that ſhall be 
oved or any way come before ſaid court, relative to the controverſy 
Wforeſaid ; and to ſolicit, move, act and tranſaQ, in all things whatſoe- 
er which ſhall be found requiſite and fitting, on the part of us the 
id governor and company of the ſtate of Connecticut, as fully and in 
ample a manner as we ourſelves might or could do, until final judg- 
cnt ſhall be had and rendered in the premiſes. And we do hereby 
WEn2age to hold good and valid in the law, what our ſaid attornies ſhalt 
o in the premifes in purſuance of the powers herein given to them, 
Wand the inſtructions they may, from time to time, receive from us, and 
Wo ratify and confirm the ſame, with power to employ council learned 
the law as they hall judge needful. In teſtimony whereof, the go- 
ernor has ſigned theſe our letters of attorney and procuration, and 
auſed the ſeal of our ſtate to be affixed to them. | 
= Done at Lebanon, in our ſaid ſtate, this firſt day of November; in 
the year of our Lord 1782, and in the 7th year of the indepen- 

dence of the United States of America, Os 
e pe bs JoxATHAN TRUMBULL. 

By his excellency's command : emis OY 
SG1ORGE WrLLIis, Secretary. 
= Which being read, were accepted by the court, and their appear- 
Wa nce accordingly entered for the ſtate of Connecticut. L 

= A motion was made by the agents for the ſtate of Connecticut, that 
he petition preferred by the executive council of the ſtate of Pennſyl- 
ania to the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, praying that a court 
Wight be appointed for deciding the controverſy ſubſiſting between 
he ſaid ſtate and the ſtate of Connecticut, or an authentic copy there- 
f, ſhould be produced and read: 5 
Which after argument was over-ruled by the court. | = 
A motion in writing was then offered by the agents of the ſtate of 
Connecticut, in the words following: * e 
C : Trenton, November, A. D, 1782. 
State of New-TJerſey, if. af ne 5 
At a court of commiſſioners for the trial of the cauſe between the 
ates of Connecticut and Pennſylvania, relative to the juriſdiction and 
property in certain lands lying weſt of Delaware river, within the char- 
er boundaries of ſaid ſtates. | | 
The agents for the ſtate of ConneQicut, ſaving to themſelves all 
dvantages of other and further defence in ſaid cauſe, beg leave to 
uggeſt, inform and give the court to underſtand, that there are many 
perſons, who are tenants, in poſſeſſion of the lands in controverſy, 
olding, improving and claiming large quantities of ſaid land, under 
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titles from the ſtates of Pennſylvania and Connecticut reſpeAiyely, r par: 


able court to cauſe ſaid companies of Delaware and Suſquehannah and 


ceedings are had in ſaid cauſe ; and of this they pray the option of 
| this honorable court. 


the 9th article of the confederation, and the tenor and defign of tht 
commiſſion under which they act. 


necticut deſign to move the court to poſtpone or put off the determi 


the ſaid agents of Pennſylvania, will oppoſe any motions of that nz 


been opened, or the merits of the cauſe entered upon; and if the fail 


ticularly the two large companies of Delaware and Suſquehanhah, con. 
fiſting. of more than 2000 perſons, many of whoſe people are in, po. 
ſeſſing, improving and holding large tracts of ſaid lands in controverſy, 

under title from the ſtate of Connecticut, whoſe titles under ſaid Pk 
reſpectively, will be materially affected by the deciſion in this caſe, yet 
have not been cited or any way legally notified to be preſent at ſai 
trial to defend their titles reſpeQively, which, by the rules of proceed. 
ing in a courſe of juſtice, ought to be done before any further proceed. 
ings are had in ſaid caſe ; and thereupon ſaid agents move this honor. 


other tenants in poſſeſſion, holding under title from either of fail 
ſtates, to be duly cited in ſome proper and reaſonable manner to ap 
pear and defend at ſaid trial, if they ſee cauſe, before any farther pro. 


E. Drrn, agents for 
Wm. S. Joux SON, c ö 
Roor, onne cticut. 
Atter argument, the court adjourned till to-morrow ten of the clock 
—_ 


Wednesday, 20th November, 1782. 
The court met : preſent as yeſterday. 
The court gave their opinion on the motion of yeſterday, made i 
writing by the agents of Connecticut: 
That the ſame cannot be admitted according to the conſtruAiod o 


4 +423! of 
«04 


A motion was made by the Ages for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, i 
the words following: 
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en 20th, 1782. 
The agents of Pennſylvania, apprebending that the agents of Cote 
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nation of the cauſe now depending before them, do give notice to ti 
ſaid agents for Connecticut, in the preſence of the court, that they 


ture being made after the evidence on the part of Pennſylvania h 


agents for ConneCticut propoſe to make any ſuch motion, the agent FB 
for Pennſylvania do expreſs their willingneſs that time be given then 
for that purpoſe. . 


WII. Bnaprokp, jun, 
Jos. Rxxp, 
JAuzEs WILSsox, 
Jon. D. SERGEANT. 
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— — 
Thursday, 21st November, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
A motion was made by the agents for the ſtate of Connecticut, 
| thefe words ; 
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| Trenton, New- Jersey, November, 1782. 
Court of commissioners, case Penngylvania, v. Connecticut. 


And now the agents of the ſtate of Connecticut, unwilling to give 
any unneceſſary delay, but conſidering the magnitude of this cauſe, its 


aten 

yet length and intricacy, and the high importance, that it ſhould be tho- 
ſaid roughly inveſtigated, and not only juſtly determined, but in a man- 
eed. ner ſatisfactorily to the parties concerned; and the ſtate of Penn- 
ee). fylvania not having yet filed any declaration or ſtate of their claim in 
nor rhis court, whereby the agents for Connecticut can know what the 
an demands of Pennſylvania are, or what they have to anſwer to, and know- 
tal ing that there are many exhibits and proofs, which will be eſſentially 


neceſfary in the courſe of ſaid cauſe, which we have not nor hath it 
WE been in our power to procure, viz. a certain original deed from the 
SE Indians, of a large parcel of the lands in diſpute, obtained from their 
WE chicfs and ſachems at their council fire in Onondaga, in A. D. 1763, 
which is now in England, left there before the commencement of the 
WE preſent unhappy war, and which we have never ſince been able to ob- 
tain; and other neceſſary evidence and proofs, which on examination 
ve find we are not at preſent poſſeſſed of, which may be wanted in the 
WE courſe of ſaid trial, and not yet knowing what conceſhons may be 
made on the part of Pennſylvania, do conſent to proceed in the trial 
of ſaid cauſe; at the ſame time reſerving to ourſelves the right of 
moving in any ſtage of ſaid trial, to have the ſame poſtponed, as the 
[nature and exigencies of the caſe may require, and that the agents for 
| Pennſylvania have on their part the ſame advantages, and that this 
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(+, motion be made parcel of the files of this honorable court. 
| = . agents for 
a il 5 88 l NADA Connecticut. 
8 J. Roor, | % 
Whereupon the agents for the ſtate of Pennſylvania moved as fol- 


Jows : | | | 9 7 | | 
The agents of Pennſylvania, in anſwer to the written motion pre- 


\'- 


ermi 55 ferred by the agents of Connecticut, do ſay, that they are now ready, 
and have been for ſome time, to exhibit their claim on the part of 
ther Pennſylvania, but have been delayed by the expectation founded on 


the promiſe made in the preſence of the court by the agents of Con- 
We n<Cticut, to file their claim at the ſame time. Yet they ſay in anſwer 
to that part of the ſaid motion, which claims the right of moving in 
any tage of the trial to have the ſame poſtponed, that the court ought 
vot to hear and admit any motion to poſtpone the trial after the ſame 
bas begun and proceeded to a hearing of the merits of the eauſe ; and 
of this they pray the opinion of the court. 8 
Wu. BRADFORD, jun. 
Jos. REE B, | 
James WILsSsoN, 
3 CG Jona. D. SERGEANT. 
November 21, 1782. „„ 
After argument the court adjourned till to-morrow ten of the clock. 
| | — | | | 5 
Friday, 22d November, 1782. 


ut, i . 
The court met: preſent as before. 
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ſtate and repreſentation: 


therein contained, as the fame is bounded on the eaſt by Delaware ri- 
ver, from 12 miles diſtance northwards of New-Caſtle town, unto the 


the head of the ſaid river, the eaſtern bounds are to be Jetermined by 
a meridian line to be drawn from the head of the ſaid river unto the 


gitude, to be computed from the ſaid eaſtern bounds ; and the ſaid 
fortieth degree of northern latitude, and on the ſouth by a circle drawn 
the beginning of the 40th degree of northern latitude, and then by a 
” By which letters patent the juriſdiction and right of government 
within the limits aforeſaid, and alſo the right of ſoil were conveyed, 


and under which Pennſylvania hath been held, ſettled and poſſeſſed. 


: Pennſylvania, at different periods, purchaſed from the native Indians 


_ adjoins on Maryland, have been long fince ſettled ; and the ſame, ſo 
a line, called Mafon and Dixon's line, continued to the end of five 
have always been deemed to extend to the end of the 42d degree where 
to extend ſo far north and farther ; that the ſaid river purſuing the 


deemed to be one boundary of Pennſylvania, from 12 miles above 
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The « court ordered the motions now before them in writing to be 
filed. 


The agents for Pennſylvania laid before the court the following 


To the honorable the commiſſioners and judges appointed to hear 
and finally determine the controverſy ſubſiſting between the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania and the ſtate of Connecticut. The agents of the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania beg leave bumbly to ſtate and repreſent 1 in ps of the 
ſaid ſtate. _ 

Iſt. That king Charles the 2d, then king of Gren. Britain, on the 
Ath day of March, in the year of our Lord 168 I, by his letters pa- 
tent, 435 on the ſame day and year aforeſaid, did grant to William 
Penn, the firſt proprietary and governor of Pennſylvania, his heirs and 
aſſigns, © all that tract or part of land in America, with the iſlands 


three and fortieth degree of northern latitude, if the ſaid river doth 
extend ſo far northward ; but if the ſaid river ſhall not extend ſo far 
northward, then by the faid river fo far as it doth extend, and from 


faid 43d degree; the ſaid land to extend weſtward five degrees in lon- 
lands to be bounded on the north by the beginning of the three and 
at 12 miles diſtance from New-Caſtle northward and weſtward unto 


ſtraight line weſtwards to the limits of longitude above-mentioned,” 


2d. That the ſaid William Penn and the fucceeding proprietaries of 


their right of ſoil within different diſtricts of the limits aforeſaid, and 
received deeds from them for the ſame, and particularly on the 25th 
day of October, in the year of our Lord 1736, the ſaid Indians con- 
veyed to Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, the then proprietaries of 
Pennſylvania, the full and abſolute right of pre-emption, of and in all 
the lands not before ſold by them to the ſaid pron ietaries within the 
limits aforeſaid. 


3d. That the ſouthern 88 of Wen eis, ſo far 8 as the ſame 


far as the ſtate adjoins upon Virginia, have alſo been ſettled of late by 
degrees of longitude from the river Delaware ; that the northern bounds 
the figures 42 are marked on the map, the river Delaware being found 


eaſt or main branch thereof, above the forks at Eaſton, hath ever been 
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cy-Caſtle, on the ſaid river, to the ſaid end of the 42d degree, and 
hat a ſtraight line from thence to the place where the ſame {hall in- 
terſe&t another ſtraight line, drawn from the end of the ſaid louthern 
line of boundary of Pennſylvania, commonly called Maſon and Dixon's 
tine, continued to the extent of five degrees of longitude from the ri- 
er Delaware, is another boundary of the ſaid ſtate of Pennſylvania. 

_ 4th. That the late province of Pennſylvania, on the 4th day of Ju- 
1 ly, in the year of our Lord 1776, did join with the other twelve, late 
WE rovinces, now ſtates, in the declaration of independence, and ſoon af- 
eer eſtabliſhed a conſtitution and government founded on the authority 
r the people, which they continue {till to exerciſe and enjoy; and they 
ad alſo join in the articles of confederation of the United States; and 
that being ſo independent and ſovereign, on the 27th. day of Novem- 
TL ber, in the year of our Lord 1779, they did by an act of their legiſla- 


ES 


violently ſettled themſelves within the limits aforeſaid, and the colony 
of Connecticut by an act of their legiſlature, made and paſſed a ſhort 
time before the revolution, have encouraged the ſaid violent ſettlement 
and intruſion, and aſſerted their claim as a colony to a large part of 
the lands within the limits aforeſaid, as well in point of juriſdiction 
as territory; and that ſince the revolution, the ſaid intruſions are con- 
Wtinued and daily increaſed by the ſaid perſons pretending to claim un- 

er the ſtate of Connecticut, and the claim of the ſaid ſtate is by the 


laid ſtate ſtill continued and perſiſted in, and the juriſdiction of the 
ſaid ſtate actually aſſerted and exerciſed, within a part of the ſtate of 
8 Pennſylvania, in defiance of all law and juſtice. = 
Wherefore the ſaid agents do humbly pray, that this honorable court 
taking into conſideration the premiſes, as well as all other matters 
and proofs that may be alleged and ſhewn on the part of Pennſylvania 
and of Connecticut before you, you will proceed agreeably to the tenor 
: of the 9th article of the confederation, to determine and decide in the 
premiſes according as to right and juſtice ſhall be found to appertain. 
1 © WiLLI1aM BRADFORD, jun. 
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JAukSs WILsox, 

JoxA. D. SERGEANT. 
November 20, 1782. | . „ 
The agents for Connecticut alſo exhibited to the court a ſtate of the 
caſe on the part of Connecticut, as follows: 
The ſtate of the caſe on the part of Connecticut, exhibited to the 
honorable court of commiſſioners at Trenton, November, A. D. 1782. 
[A. D. 1497. Sebaſtian Cabot, a ſubjeQ of England, WAS employ- | 
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ed by Henry the 7th, king of England, to diſcover a north weſt paſ- 
ſage to China, and in that ſervice, in or about the year 1497, he dif. 
covered all the north eaſt coaſt of America, from cape Florida, in 25 
degrees north latitude, to 674 degrees, by which the crown of England 
became entitled thereto, ſo far as the right of firſt diſcovery could en. 
title. King James the firſt, in the 18th year of his reign, [A. D. 1620,] 
by letters patent, under the great ſeal of England, gave the name of 
New-England, in America, to all that circuit, continent and limits in 
America, in breadth, from 40 degrees of northerly latitude from the 
equinoctial line, to 48 degrees of ſaid northerly latitude, and in length, 
by all the breadth throughout the main land from ſea to ſea, with all 
the rivers, ſeas, &c. within the ſame degrees of latitude and longitude 
and incorporated the duke of Lenox, and divers other perſons, by the 
name of the council eſtabliſhed at Plymouth, in the county of Devon, 
for the planting, ruling, ordering and governing of New-England, in 
America; ; and to them and their ſucceſſors, grants all the lands, &c, 
viz. that aforeſaid part of America, lying and being in breadth from 
40 degrees of northerly latitude, from the equinoctial line, to 48 de- 
grees of the ſaid northerly latitude, incluſively, and in length, of and 
within all the breadth aforeſaid throughout the main lands, from ſea 
to ſea, together alſo with all the firm lands, ſoils, grounds, &c. and all 


and ſingular other commodities, juriſdictions, royalties, privileges, fran- 


chiſes and pre-eminences, both within the ſaid tract, upon the land 
upon the main, and alſo within the ſaid iſlands and ſeas adjoining : 

Provided always, that the ſaid iſlands or any of the premiſes herein be- 
fore-mentioned, and by theſe preſents intended and meant to be grant- 
ed, were not aQually poſſeſſed or inhabited by other Chriſtian prince 
or ſtate, nor within the bounds, limits or territories of that ſouthern 
colony heretofore by us granted, to be planted by divers of our loving 
ſubjects in the ſouth part. And did further command and authorize 
the ſaid council and their ſucceſſors, or the major part of them, to dif- 
tribute, convey, aſſign, and ſet over ſuch particular portions of ſaid 
lands, tenements and hereditaments, to ſuch ſubjects, adventurers and 
planters, as they ſhould think proper, reſpe& being had as well to the 


proportion of the adventurers as to the ſpecial hazard, exploit or me- 


rit of any perſon to be recompenſed, advanced or rewarded, 
[March 19, 1628.] The {aid council of Plymouth granted to fir 


Henry Roſwell, &c. their heirs and aſſigns, and their aſſociates for- 


ever, all that part of New-England, in America aforeſaid, which lies 
and extends between a great river, there commonly called Monomach 
alias Merrimack, and a certain other river there, called Charles river, 
being in the bottom of a bay, called Maſſachuſetts, alias Mattachu- 
ſetts, alias Mattatuſetts-Bay, and all and fingular thoſe lands and 
hereditaments whatſoever, lying within the ſpace of three Engliſk 
miles, on the ſouth part of the ſaid Charles river, or of any or every 
part thereof, and alſo all and ſingular the lands and hereditaments 
whatſoever, lying and being within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles, 
to the ſouthward of the ſouthermoſt part of the ſaid bay, called Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, alias Mattachuſetts, alias Mattatuſetts-Bay, and alfo all 
thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever, which lie and be within 
the ſpace of three Engliſh miles, to the northward of the ſaid river, 
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Walled Monomack, alias Merrimack, or to the northward of auy and 
every part thereof, and all lands and hereditaments whatſoever, lying 
within the limits aforeſaid, north and ſouth, in latitude and in breadth, 
and in length and longitude of and within all the breadth aforeſaid, 
hroughout the main lands there, from the Atlantic and Weſtern-ſea 
and ocean, on the eaſt part to the South-ſea, on the weſt part, and all 
Ithe lands and grounds, &c. King Charles the 1ſt, by his letters patent, 
under the great ſeal of England, did grant and confirm unto the ſaid 
fir Henry Roſwell, &c. [March 4, 1629,] their heirs and aſſigns, and 
heir aſſociates, all the ſaid part of New-England, in America, lying 
and extending between the bounds and limits in the ſaid indenture 
Wexpreſſed, &c. Provided always, that if the ſaid lands, iflands, or any 
Wthe premiſes before-mentioned, and by the ſaid letters patent, laſt men- 
tioned, intended and ment to be granted, were, at the time of the grant- 
ing of the ſaid former letters patent, dated the 3d day of November, in 
the 18th year of the reign of his late majeſty, king James the 1ſt, actually 
poſſeſſed or inhabited by any other Chriſtian prince or ſtate, or were 
within the bounds, limits or territories of the ſaid ſouthern colony 
then before granted by the ſaid king, to be planted by divers of his 
loving ſubjects in the ſouth parts of America, that then the ſaid grants 
ſhould not extend to any ſuch parts or parcels, thereof, fo formerly 
inhabited or lying within the bounds of the ſouthern plantation as 
aforeſaid. But as to thoſe parts or parcels ſo poſſeſſed or inhabited 
by any ſuch Chriſtan prince or ſtate, or being within the boundaries 
aforeſaid, ſhould be utterly void. 8 8 
[March 19, 1631. ] Robert Earl of Warwick, preſident of the coun- 
cil of Plymouth, by his deed, bearing date the 19th day of March, 
Anno Dom. 1631, did give, grant, bargain, ſell and confirm unto the 
right hon. William viſcount Say and Seal, &c. their heirs and aſſigns, 
and their aſſociates forever, all that part of New-England, in Ame- 
rica, which lies and extends itſelf from a river there called Narragan- 
ſett river, the ſpace of 40 leagues upon a ſtraight line, near the ſea- 
ſhore, towards the ſouth-weſt, weſt and by fouth, or weſt, as the coaſt 
lieth towards Virginia, accounting three Engliſh miles to the league; 
and alſo all and ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatſoever, ly- 
Wing and being within the lands aforeſaid, north and ſouth in latitude 
and breadth, and in length and longitude, of and within all the breadth 
aforeſaid, throughout the main lands there, from the weſtern ocean 
to the South-ſea, and all lands and grounds, havens, rivers, waters, 
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ck, hſhings and hereditaments whatſoever, lying within the ſaid ſpace, 
er, and every part and parcel thereof, and alſo all the iſlands lying in 
au. America aforeſaid, in the ſaid ſeas or either of them, on the we lern 
nd or eaſtern coaſts, or parts of the ſaid tracts of land by theſe preſents 
in mentioned to be given and granted; to have and to hold, unto the 
ery laid William viſcount Say and Seal, &c. their heirs and aſſigns, and 
nts ll their aſſociates, to their only proper uſe and behoof for evermore. 

les, The Connecticut people eſtabliſhed government, and ſoon after pro- 
aſ- ceeded to ſettle on the land aforeſaid, upon the right and as aſſociates 
all of the lords Say and Seal, &c. under the patents aforeſaid, which 
5 lands they were afterwards veſted with, having obtained the native 
er; n 


N 


_ crown. 
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right by purchaſe and conqueſt, and having ſettled many towns in the 
eaſtern part of ſaid patent, and as far weſt as the Dutch poſſeſſion, 
near Hudſon's river, they as early as A. D. 1650, extended their 
claims and poſſeſſions on the weſt ſide of Delaware river, and made 
purchaſes of large tracts of lands of the Indians there. | 

In 1635, the ſaid Plymouth W ſurrendered their patent to the 


[April 23d, 1662. ] King Charles the 2d, by his letters patent un- 
der the great ſeal of England, bearing date the 23d day of April, 
Anno Dom. 1662, ordained, conſtituted, and declared John Winthrop, 
John Maſon, Samuel Willis, and 16 others by name, and all ſuch 
others as then were or thereafter ſhould be admitted and made free, 
of the company and ſociety of the colony of Connecticut, in Americy 
ſhould, from time to time, and for ever thereafter, be one body cer. 
porate and politic, in fact and in name, by the name of the governa 
and company of the Engliſh colony of Connecticut, in New-England Bill 
in America, with certain powers, privileges and authorities ; and there. 
in granted to them and their ſucceſſors, all that part of his dominion 
in New-England, in America, bounden on the eaſt by Narraganſett 
river, commonly called Narraganſett-bay, where the ſaid river falletl 
into the ſea, and on the north by the line of the Maſſachuſetts plan. 
tation, and on the ſouth by the ſea, and in longitude, as the line of 
the Maſſachuſetts colony, running from eaſt ro weſt, that is to ſay 
from the ſaid Narraganſett-bay on the eaſt, to the South-ſea on tht 
weſt, with the iflands thereunto adjoining, together with all the firm 
lands, &c. to have and to hold the ſame unto the ſaid governor and 
company, their ſucceſſors and aſſigns forever, upon truſt, and to and 
for the uſe and benefit of themſelves and their aſſociates, freemen oi 
the ſaid colony, their heirs and aſſigns, to be holden of the king, hit 
heirs and ſucceſſors, as of his manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, in free and 
common ſoccage, and not in capite or by knights ſervice. 
Whereby the ſaid governor and company became veſted with right 

of juriſdiction over, and ſeized of the crown title, and of the exclufin 
right of pre-emption to all the lands within the boundaries in ſaid pa 
tent mentioned and deſcribed, excepting only fuch part of the ſame 
was then actually in the poſſeſſion of the Dutch : and in fact the land 
in controverſy, between the ſtates of Pennſylvania and ConneQicut 
in this caſe, are contained within the ſaid limits of ſaid patent, vis 
within a line drawn from the eaſt ſide of a creek or river, called Mo 
maroneck, where the freſh water falls into the ſalt, at high-water mark 
welt parallel to the ſouth line of the patents to the Maſſachuſets 
aforeſaid. 

[March 12, 1664. 3 King Charles the 2d, by his letters patent, un. 
der the great ſeal of England, bearing date the 12 day of March 
Anno Dom. 1664, gave and granted unto his royal brother James 
duke of Vork, all that part of the main land in Ne y- England, begin 
ning at a certain place, called and known by the name of Saint - Croix 
next adjoining to New-Scotland, in America, and from thence ex 
tending along the ſea-coaſt, unto a place called Pennequie or Penne 
quid, and ſo up the river thereof to the ſouthermoſt head of the ſams 
as it tendeth northward, and extending from thence to the river Ke. 
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\obeauic, and upwards, by the ſhorteſt courſe, to the river called Canada, 

| ens” 2 was pov We ifland or iſlands, commonly called by the 
everal name ar names of Mattawacks, or Long-Iſland, ſituate, lying and 
zeing towards the weſt of Cape · Cod and the Narraganſetts, abutting up- 
In the main land between the two rivers there, called and known by the 
names of Connecticut and Hudſon's river; together alſo with the faid 
zver called Hudſon's river, and all the land from the weſt ſide of Con- 
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un edicut river to the eaſt fide of Delaware bay; and all the ſeveral iſt- 
nl, nds; called or known by the names of Martin's Vineyard and Nantucks, 
'Op, dtherwife. Nantucket, together with all the lands, ſoils, iflands, &c. 

uch 7 


= The Dutch and Swedes were at that time poſleſſed of the lands be- 
aging to the late colonies of New-York and New-Jerfey, and had 
ade conſiderable plantations and improvements there; which ſettle. 
ments aforeſaid of the Dutch, &c. they contended were begun as early 
in the year 1614, prior to the patent of the council of Plymouth. 
= King Charles the 2d, in April, 1664, made a conqueſt of jthe Dutch 
Wat New-York ; and a ſettlement of the line between the. duke of York's 
overnment, caſtward, and the colony of Connecticut, became neceſ- 


ſet lary. 8712 11 | ot Foe . 
let (April 26, 1664.] His majeſty having conſtituted and appointed 
lan BE: olonel Richard Nichols, fir Robert Carr, knight, &c. his commiſſion- 
e 0l rs to. viſit the New-England colonies, with full power and authority 
lay, to hear, receive, examine and determine all complaints and appeals, 


and proceed in all things for providing for and fettling the peace of 
aid country; they did accordingly ſettle and determine as follows, viz. 


and [November 30, 1664.] By virtue of his majeſty's commiſſion, we 
a Wave heard the difference about the bounds of the patent granted to 
n d is royal highneſs the duke of York, and to his majeſty's colony of 
* Connecticut; and having deliberately conſide red the reafons alleged 


by Mr. Allen, fenior, Mr. Gold, Mr. Richards and captain Winthrop, 
appointed by the aſſembly held at Hartford, the 13th of Ockober, 


gu 1664, to accompany John Winthrop, Eſq; the governor of his majeſ- 
ule ey 's colony of Connecticut, to New-York, and by Mr. Howell and cap- 
drain Young, why the faid Long-Ifland fhould be under the government 
ne 1 of Connecticut, which are too long here to be recited. We do declare, 


and order the ſouthern bounds of his majeſty's colony, is the ſea ; and 
that Long-Iſland is to be under the government of his royal highneſs 
the duke of York, as is expreſſed by plain words in ſaid charters reſ- 
pectively. And alſo by virtue of his majeſty's commiſſion, and by the 
conſent of both the governors and the gentlemen above named; we 
do alſo order and declare, that the creek or river which is called Mo- 


Cheſter, and a line to be drawn from the eaſt point or ſide where the 
freſhn water falls into the ſalt, at high-water mark, north north-weſt, 


co to the line of the Maſſachuſetts, be the weſtern bounds of the faid co- 
eg lony of Connecticut: and all plantations lying weſtward of that creek 
ro and: line ſo drawn, ſhall be under his royal, highneſs's government; and 
e CY BS all the plantations lying eaſtward of that creek and line, to be under 


enne 
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the government of ConneQicut. | - 
To this the commiſſioners therein mentioned from Connecticut, ſub- 
ſeribed im the words following, via. « We underwritten, on behalf 


noromock, which is reputed to be about 12 miles to the eaſt of Weſt. 
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of the colony of ConneRicut, have aſſented unto the determination of 
his majeſty's commiſſioners, in relation to the bounds and limits of hir; 
royal highneſs the duke's patent, and the patent of Connecticut.? 
In June, 1673, New-York and its territories were recovered by the 
Dutch, and their government revived again. In 1674, on a treaty of 
peace between the Engliſh and Dutch, figned at Weſtminſter, the En. 
gliſh government was reſtored. June 29, A. D. 1674, the duke of York 
obtained a renewal of his patent. The duke's governor being uneafy 
at the former ſettlement of the line, claimed a re-ſettlement of the 
ſame ; and after various negociations and agreements, between Novem. 
ber 23d, 1683, and 1733, the line between the duke's government, 
and the government of the colony of Connecticut, was finally ſettled, 
beginning at Biram river, at the ſea, a few miles eaſt of the former 
| ſertlement of ſaid line, and to extend northward to the line of the 
Maſſachuſetts, as in ſaid ſettlement is expreſſed. e 
King Charles the 2d, by his letters patent, bearing date the 31f 
year of his reign, gave and granted unto William Penn, his heirs and] 
aſſigns, all that tract or parcel of land in. America, with all the iſlands 
therein contained, as the ſame is þounded on the eaſt of Delaware fi. 
ver, from 12 miles northward of New-Caſtle town, unto the three and 
fortieth degree of northern latitude, if the ſaid river doth extend ſo far 
northward, but if the ſaid river doth not extend ſo far northward, then 
by the ſaid river ſo far as it doth extend; and from the head of the 
| ſaid river the eaſtern bounds are to be determined by a meridian line, 
to be drawn from the head of the ſaid river unto the ſaid three and 
fortieth degree. The ſaid lands to extend weſtward five degrees in 
longitude, to be computed from the ſaid eaſtern bounds ; and the ſaid 
lands to be bounded on the north by the beginning of the three and 
fortieth degree of northern latitude, and on the ſouth by a circle 
drawn at 12 miles diſtance from New-Caſtle, northwards and weſt 
wards unto the beginning of the fortieth degree of northern latitude, 
and then by a ſtraight line weſtward to the limits of longitude above- 
mentioned: to have, hold, poſſeſs and enjoy, unto the ſaid William 
Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, &c. The northern part of the bounds and 
limits of which grant, interferes with and ſpreads over fome parts of 
the weſtern lands before granted to the colony of Connecticut, and 
confirmed by the renewed charter or patent aforeſaid, from king 
Charles the 2d, for about the {pace of one degree of latitude through 
the whole breadth of the ſaid grant, being nearly the 42d degree of 
north latitude, which occaſions the preſent controverſey ; of which 
interference the ſaid William Penn had notice at the time of taking 
out his patent aforeſaid. * 1 | 
The colony of Connecticut, in A. D. 1753, having located and 
ſettled all their lands within their patent eaſt of New- Vork, and being 
in a condition to extend their ſettlements on the other part of theit 
patent aforeſaid, to the weſtward of Delaware river, which lay in 
wilderneſs ſtate, and poſſeſſed only by the Indians; certain companies 
of adventurers, | chiefly from ſaid colony, agreed together to pur- 
chaſe the native right to ſaid lands of the Indians, and to extend the 
ſettlements of the colony of Connecticut on the weſtern parts of ſaid 
patent, and accordingly did, under countenance of the anthority of 


rem my 


raid colony, at different times, make ſundry purchaſes of large tracts 
of lands of the Indians, native proprietors of ſaid lands, on the Suſ- 
quehannah and Delaware river, within the limits and bounds of the 
patent to the governor and company aforeſaid ; and in A. D. 1754, 
ſaid companies of adventurers proceeded and made ſettlements on ſaid 
lands ſo purchaſed as aforeſaid, and ever fince have, though with vari- 
jus interruptions, continued to hold and poſſeſs the ſame under the 
itle of the colony of Connecticut. And the legiſlature of the colony 
of ConneRicut have approved of the purchaſes and ſettlements of the 
adventurers aforeſaid, and have actually erected and exerciſe juriſdic- 


nt, tion in and over ſaid territory, as part and parcel of ſaid colony. 

ech All which rights, powers, privileges and juriſdictions aforeſaid, of 
ir che colony of Connecticut, on the late happy revolution, remained as 
he before, veſted in the ſtate of Connecticut. Ei 0 


And thereupon the agents for the ſtate of Connecticut pray the 


1t judgment of this honorable court in their favour, that they may be 
nd WW quieted in the juriſdiction and property in and over the lands in diſ- 
nds pute aforeſaid, OY arg 5 EE ES 
Ihe | Pot WR | $524 IPHALET YER, | | 

and RO WI. S. JOHNSON, þ INE 

far 7 pe Os n eee 
hen The agents for the ſtate of Pennſylvania having further prayed the 
the opinion of the court, on the written motions this morning ordered to 
ine, be filed, the ſame was given as follows: Com ers ro ter > 
and The court cannot determine what motions may or may not be pro- 
3 in per to be made hereafter ; at the ſame time they think it proper to 
ſaid inform the agents on both ſides, that they mean to govern themſelves 
and DO principles of law, ſo far as they ought to apply in the preſent 
rcle | Cale. 31 | SES. Io 

ell. The court adjourned till to-morrow ten of the clock. 

ude, | | bY 8 — 2 ——— WTR 

ove⸗ 5 Saturday, 23d November, 1782. 

liam The court met: preſent as be forme. 5 
and A motion was made by the agents for the ſtate of Connecticut, in 
's of the words following: F hh 
and Ties 7 Trenton, November 23, 1782. 
king 8 . Pennſylvania v. Connecticut. 
ugh The agents for the ſtate of Connecticut, ſenſible that in the courſe 
* 4 of this trial they will have occaſion to make uſe of many depoſitions, 
hie taken before a juſtice of the peace according to the laws of the ſtate 
king in which they were taken, reſpecting the purchaſe of the Indian ſa- 
ca chems, native proprietors of ſaid lands, their deeds and the execution 
*. of them, the ſettlements that have been made on ſaid lands, and ſun- 


dry other matters which will be neceſſary in ſaid trial, beg leave now 
to move for the opinion of the court, whether ſuch depoſitions, taken 
as aforeſaid, will be admitted as evidence in the caſe. i a 
Jonxsox, agents. 
8 „ _ Roor, 8 
Which being followed by a motion from the agents for the ſtate of 
ennſylyania, in theſe words: eee _ 
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- The agents for Pennſylvania, i in reply t to the written ' motion 
filed by the agents of Connecticut, praying the opinion of the court 
reſpecting the admiſhbility of teſtimony, before the court proceeds 
upon a hearing of the cauſe, and before the teſtimony be regularly of. 
fered, humbly beg leave to object to the ſame motion, as irregular and 
unprecedented, and ſuch as the court ought not to decide N and of 
tdis hey pray the e of the court. 


ww. BraprorD, jun. 
IJAuRkSs WIIsox, 

| - Fond. D. SERGEANT. 
The court deiirivined; that they can give no opinion upon the ad. 
miſhon of teſtimony until regularly offered. 
The agents for the ſtate of Fenntytvania, gave the following notice 
in writing) \ Vizs 

"Tepfytritla v. Connecticut. 

The agents for Pennſylvania, anxious for the ſpeedy A 
ef this cauſe, and deſirous that the agents for Connecticut may have 
no reaſon to complain of hardſhip or ſurprize, do hereby, in the pre- 
ſence of the court, give notice to the ſaid agents for Connecticut, that 
they ſhall conceive it their duty to oppoſe the admiſſion of any ex 
parte depoſitions, as evidence in this cauſe ; and that they ſhall objed 
to any application, for a commiſſion to take the examination of wit- 
neſſes, and pf nd motion for delaying this caufe on the account of 
the abſence of witneſſes, unleſs ſuch motion or application be forth: . 
with ages ſo as to avoid unneceffary delay. 5 

Wm. BnaprForD, jun. 
JAMES WIIsox, 
Jen. D. SERGEANT» 
23d November, 1782. 
The court adjourned. until Monday morning next, ten of the clock 
— 2 — 
Monday, 25th November, 1782. 

The eourt met purſuant to adjournment: prefent ; as before, 

The agents for the ſtate of Connecticut made the following anſwer 
to the notice given by the 3 for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, on 
Inturoay laſt, viz. _ 

So Pennſylvania v. 1 1 | 
Now the agents for Connecticut, in anſwer to the notice given thew | 
by the agents for Pennſylvania on the 23d inſt. ſay, that they being 
defirous of a juſt as well as a ſpeedy deciſion of this cauſe, and that 
they, relying on the wiſdom, equity and juſtice of this honorable court, 
that all queſtions and. motions. which ſhall come before them, will be 
righteouſly determined, are ready to proceed. And that the agents 
for Pennſylvania may not ſuffer any diſadvantage by firſt diſeloſing 
their exhibits and evidence, the agents of ConneQicut are willing, and 
now offer to go forward in their exhibits and proofs. 
1 ELIPH. DER, 
83 JEssE Roor, 
WII. Sax. ne 


agents for 
Connecticut. 


| November 863 17 32. 
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= Ordered, That che agents for the late of Pennſylvania proceed. 


5 ith their proofs and exhibits. 
* Whereupon Mr. Bradford opened the cauſe, and proceeded accor- 
urt 
lin 1 0 | 
ode The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clocks 
= * 
a 


| Tuesday, 26th November, 1782, 
The court met : preſent as before. | | 
The proofs and exhibits continued on the part of Pennſylvania. 
_ The « court W till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 4 
—  —_— 
31  Wednesday, 27th November, 1782, 

5 1 The court met: preſent as before. 
WS Farther proofs and exhibits on the part of Feantyiracis, 
Tue court adjourned till Friday morning next, ten of the clock. 
| — 2324 — 

Ft Friday, 29th November, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
The agents for the ſtate of Connecticut proceeded to the proofs 
Wand exhibits on the part of the ſaid ſtate. 
WW The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock, 

— — _ 
Saturday, 30th November, 17 82. 

The court met : preſent as before. 

The proofs and exhibits continued on the part of ConneQicut. 

The court acjourned till Monday morning next, ten of the clock. 

— — 

| Monday, 2d December, 1782. 

The court met: preſent as before. 

On motion of the agents for che ſtate of Pennſylvania, 

Ordered, That a commiſſion do iſſue to take the depoſition of the 
right hon. William, earl of n. the agents of Connecticut hav- 
ing notice thereof. 

Farther proofs and exhibits on the part of Connecticut. 

The court en till to- morrow morning ten of the clock. 

— — 
7 uesday, 3d December, 17 82. 

The court met: preſent as before. 

The agents of Pennſylvania, in order to remove the doubts which 
| were Tuggeſted by the agents of Connecticut, and entertained by ſome 


ing of the members of the court, as to their former powers, produced a 
wt new commiſſion of agency, which is in the words following : : 
** Pennſylvania, ff. 


In the name and by the authority of the freemen of the common» = 
wealth of Pennſylvania : 


20] preſident and ſupreme executive council of the ſaid common · 
wealt 

To William Bradford, jun, Eſa; attorney-general of the ſaid com- 
monwealth, Joſeph Reed, ames Wilſon, Jonathan Dickinſon Serge- 
ant, and Henry Oſborne, Eſqrs; 5 
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* 


ese WE repoſing eſpecial truſt and confidence 
8 in your prudence, integrity and abilities, do 
Jessen by theſe preſents conſtitute and appoint you, 

the ſaid William Bradford, jun. Joſeph Reed, 

Jonx DICKINSON. James Wilſon and 8 Dickinſan Serge. 
ant, our counſellors and agents, and you the 

ſaid Henry Oſborne, our ſolicitor and agent, in the cauſe now depend. 
ing before the honorable the commiſſioners and judges, appointed by 
virtue of the 9th article of the confederation of the United States of 
America, to hear and finally determine the controverſy ſubſiſting be. 
tween the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, and the ftate of Connec. 
ticut: hereby ratifying and confirming all, and whatſoever you our 


ſaid counſellors and agents, or any two of you, ſhall lawfully do or 


cauſe to be done, or heretofore have lawfully done or cauſed to be 
done, touching the ſaid cauſe between the ſaid ſtates of Pennſylvania 
and Connecticut. 
Given in council, under the hand of the preſident and the ſeal 
of the ſtate, at Philadelphia, this 30th day of November, in 
the year of our Lord 1782. 
Ef. FLO T. Martack, Secretary. 


The agents for the ſtate of ConneAicut @ontinued their proofs and 


exhibits. 


The court adjourned till + to-morrow. morning ten of the clock. 
— — _ 

Wednesday, 4th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
The proofs and exhibits, on the part of engel, continued. 
The agents for the ſtate of Connecticut, having offered in evidence 
the proofs or atteſtation annexed to a certain deed, ſigned by Kahick 
Toton and other Indians, dated 11th July, 1754 ; which deed had yel- 
terday been admitted to be read ; the agents for the ſtate of Pennſyl- 
vania odjected to the reading of the ſaid proofs and atteſtation, alleg- 


by 


ing that they contained ſundry circumſtances relating to the manner 


of obtaining the ſaid deed, which were improper to be given in evi- 


dence; whereupon, after argument, the court ruled that the ſame be 


read, 
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock: on 
— - | | 
Thursday, 5th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
The proofs and exhibits, on the part of Connecticut, continued: 
On motion of the agents for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, 
James Van Acken, Eſq; of that 5 was ſworn to give evidence 
in the cauſe. 
The court adjourned until to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— . — 
Friday, 6th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
The proofs and exhibits, on the part of Pennſylvania, 8 
The court adjourned eil to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
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Saturday, 7th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
Proofs and exhibits, on the part of Pennſylvania, continued. 
ho court adjourned until Monday morning ER ten of the clock. 
— 
Monday, 9th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
Proofs and exhibits, on the part of Pennſylvania, concluded. 
Proofs and exhibits, on the part of Connecticut, reſumed and con- 
luded. 
The court adjourned till to- morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— a 
Tuesday, 10th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
The proofs and exhibits, on the part of Pennſylvania, and on the 
dart of Connecticut, being finiſhed, 


nd that one conclude on the part of the ſtate of Pennſylvania. 

Mr. Root, one of the agents for the ſtate of Connecticut, proceeded 
o argue the cauſe. 

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 

— 2 | 
Wednvedas, 11th December, 17 82. 

The court met: preſent as before. 
Mr. Sergeant proceeded with the argument on the part of the late 

df Pennſylvania. 

The hon. Samuel Wharton and Richard Peters, Efqrs; were pro- 
luced as witneſſes by the n for the ſtate of Yennfylvanis, and their 


Ce 

1 8 vidence taken. 

by The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock; 
yl | — — 

eg- Thursday, 12th December, 1782. 


The court met : preſent as before. 
Pennſylvania. 


he agents for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, and evidence taken. 
The court adjourned. till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— — 
Friday, 13th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 


onnecticut. 
The court adjourned tin to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— 2 — yes 
Saturday, 14th December, 1782. 
The court met : preſent as before. | 
— Dyer continued the ent on the part of the ſtate Con- 
ecticut. 


Mr. Wilſon proceeded with the en on 1 th part of the ſtate 
1 Pennſylvania. 


Vor. VIII. | ; I | 


ener 


Ordered, That the agents proceed in the arguments b ndtely, 


Mr. Sergeant continued the n on the part of the ſtate of 


His excellency governor Livingſton was produced as a n by 


Mr. Dyer proceeded with 1 the argument on the part of the ſtate of 
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| | The court adjourned until Monday morning next, ten of the clock 
_ — — 
4 | Monday, 16th December, 7s. 
1 The court met: preſent as before. 
BOY court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— 
Tuesday, 17th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
'The court * njourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock, 
— — 1  - 
Wednesday, 18th December, 178 82. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— — | 
Thursday, 19th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before, 
Mr. Wilſon continued the argument on the part of the fate 
Pennſylvania. 
The court adjourned to fix o'clock this afternoon. 


— — 
Fir o' clock F. M. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
Mr. Wilſon continued the argument on the part of * gate 
Pennſylvania. 
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.” 
—  _ 
Friday, 20th December, 1782. 
Mr. Wilſon continued the argument on the part of the ſtated 
Pennſylvania. 
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— 
Saturday, 21st December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
Mr. Johnſon proceeded with the n on the part of the Cat! 
of Connecticut. | 
The court adjourned until Monday morning next, t ten of the clo 
— 2 Om 
Monday, 23d December, 1782, 
The court met: preſent as before. 
Mr. Johnſon continued the argument on ths part of the fat q 
Connecticut. 
The court adjourned to fix o'clock this afternoon. 
| — 2 


4 31 


Six o'clock P. M. 
The court met: preſent as before. 
Mr. Johnſon concluded the argument on the part of the ſtate 
Connecticut. 
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
— 26 
Tuesday 24th December, 1782. 
The court met: preſent as before. 


JANUARY 1783. 63 


ck Mr. Reed proceeded with the argument on the part of the _ of 


Pennſylvanias 
The court 8 to ſix o' clock this afternoon. 
— > _—— 
Six o'clock P. M. 
The court met : preſent as before. 
Mr. Reed concluded the ao ptr on the part of the ſtate of Penn» 
Wy lvania. 
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock, 
| — 25 — | 
Wednesday, 25th December, 17 82. 

The court met: preſent as before. 
= The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock. 
: LIE — 

 Thursday, 26th December, 1782, 
The court met: preſent as before. 
The commiſſion for taking the depoſition of the right hon. William, 
arl of Sterling, being returned with the depoſition annexed :; 
Ordered, That the ſame be filed, 
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock, 

— —— 

Friday, 27th December, 17 82. 
| The court met : preſent as before. 
"I The « court N ned till to-morrow morning ten 1 of the clock. 

— 29 — 

Saturday, 28th December, 1782. 
The court met : preſent as before, 
The c court adjourned till Monday morning next, ten n of the clock. 

— 8 — 

Monday, 30th December, 1782. 
The court met : preſent as before. 
The agents attending, the court pronounced the following ſentence 
or judgment: 
This cauſe has been well argued by the learned council on both ſides. 
he court are now to pronounce their ſentence or judgment: 
We are unanimouſly of opinion, that the ſtate of Connecticut has 
no right to the lands in controverſy. 
We are alſo unanimouſly of opinion, that the juriſdiction and pre- 
emption of all the territory lying within the charter boundary of Penn- 
fylvania, and now claimed by the ſtate of Connecticut, do of richt be- 
long to the ſtate of Fan 


te 0 


tate “ 


= Wa. Wares, 
 WELcomE ARNOLD, 
WV. C. Hous rox, 
oak | Cyrus GRIFFIN, 
DAvp. BREARLYe 
3 8 30, 1782. 
Ke The court adjourned without day. 
Wm. WùuIPpPLE, President. 


Atteſt: | Joan NEILsox, Clerk. 


* 4 
"rote 
hy 9 7 4 


Maſſachuſetts line, and colonel Elias Dayton, of the Jerſey line, he 


of the 12th day of December, 1782. 


| Fe Mr. Howell, Mr. Dyer, Mr. Duane, Mr. Witherſpoon, Mr, 


| ney, be charged with the deficiency, or the amount of what they ha: 
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TUESDAT, Fanuary 7, 1783. | 
on the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Fitzſimmons, Mr, 
Madiſon and Mr. Hamilton, to whom was referred a report from the 
ſecretary at war : 


Resolved, That colonels John Greaton and Rufus Putnam, of the 
promoted to the rank of brigadier-generals, agreeably to the relolutcg 
A grand committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Gilman, Mr, 


itzſimmons, Mr. McKean, Mr. Hanſon, Mr. Lee, Mr. Williamſon 
and Mr. Telfair, to whom were referred a letter of the 21ſt of October, 
1782, from the legiſlature of Maſſachuſetts, and a motion of Mr, 
Oſgood ; having reported thereon as follows: * 
« That individuals in each ſtate, who are poſſeſſed of continent 
paper money, be entitled to receive from the commiſſioner who is «i 
ſhall be appointed to ſettle the accounts of the ſeveral ſtates, and of 
individuals therein, againſt the United States, a ſpecie certificate fo 
all ſuch ſums of the ſaid money as they ſhall reſpectively pay into thn 
hands of ſuch commiſſioner, at the rate of one filver dollar for even 
continental dollars; the certificates to bear intereſt of ſix per cent, 
from the date, and be provided for as other public debts ; but that no 
money ſhall be received or certificates granted by the ſaid commiſſion- 
ers after the laſt day of December, 1783. That the ſtates which 
have not ſunk the proportions aſſigned to them, of the continental mo- 


not ſunk, at the rate aforeſaid.” And the ſaid report being taken in 
to conſideration, a motion was made by Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by 
Mr. Carroll, that the farther conſideration be poſtponed ; and on thei 


queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gir 
man, 


 New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, nod 
LON Mr. White, no 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, no? 
5 Mr. Gorham, | 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, 
Og Mr. Arnold, 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, 
eee Mr. Wolcott, 
PEN - Mr. Dyer, 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, 
MWM. Hamilton, 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
. : Mr. Elmer, 
19 Mr. Condict, 
 Pennsyloania,- Mr. Mifflin, 


Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Mr. Wilson, 
— Mr. Montgomery, 
| Mr, Peters, 
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Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, a 


r, ' , | : Mr. Wharton, ay * 

he Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay > * 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, „ 

he North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, oQ, 

de Mr. Pilliamson, ay 7 

lon _ South-Carolina, Mr. Fux, ne]. - 

ES | 5 Mr. Rutledge, Wo - TR 

Ur. Mr. Ramsay, ay Givided. 

Mr. Mr. Gervais, no 

= So the motion was loſt. 

] 


A motion was then made by Mr. Wolcott, ſeconded by Mr. Ger- 
ais, that the conſideration of the report be poſtponed to take up the 
Pollowing motion: 
phat it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates, that they immedi- 
Wtcly take the moſt effeQual meaſures to redeem their reſpeQive quo- 
Was of the old bills of public credit out of the hands of their pofſeſſors, 
5 2 upon ſuch principles as will in their opinion render the moſt ſubſtan- 
ail juſtice to their own citizens and thoſe of the United States:“ 


And on the en, the Yoon and nays being required by Mr. 
Wolcott, 


* New-Hampebire, Mr. Gilman, _ * 
hick Mr. White, PR. - 
55 Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, > = 
ad 5 Mr. Gorham, no 
BYE. Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, _ 
no 
4 bil „„ Mr. Arnold, no 
tte Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, ay) 
Gil | "57 0} Mr. Wolcott, ay > ay 
Ns Mr. Dyer, ay 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, 8 
N Mr. How iow = divided. 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
0 5 Mr. Elmer, | a” 
Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifllin, ay! 
Mr. Fitzsimmons, no þ 
Mr. Wilson, ay pay 
Mr. Montgomery, ay 
| : Mr. Peters, {| 3 
Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, — divided 
5 Mr. Wharton, „ 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no > * 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, no > * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 1 5 
55 | Mr. Williamson, no 
Sout- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
Mr. Ramsay, ay 
Mr. Tzard, ay f% 
Mr, Gervais, ay 


So the queſtion was loſt. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Collin, 


that the blank in the report be filled with the word “ forty:“ 


And on the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being requir. 


ed by Mr: Oſgood, 
New- Hampshire, 


Massachusetts, 
Nbode. Island, 


Connecticut, 


New- York, 


New- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


2 elaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Camolina, 


| South-Carolina, 


So the queſtion was Co Wl 
A motion was made by Mr. Oſgood, ſeconded by Mr, Arnold, that 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mir. 


Mr. 


Mr. Fi 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


6 Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. I. 
Mr. 


Gilman, 
White, 
Os good, 


Gorbam, 


Collins, 
Arnold, 
Ellsworth, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 
Floyd, 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
EI mer, 
Condict, 
Mifflin, 


Wilson, 


Montgomery, 


Peters, 
D ickinson, 
Wharton, 


Carroll, 


Madison, 


Hawkins, 


Williamson, 


Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
zard, 
Gervais, 


the blank be filled with © ſeventy-five:“ 


And on the queſtion to agree thereto, the yeas and nays being re: 


quired by Mr. Gilman, 


New-Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts, 
Rbode-Island, 


Connecticut, | 


New-York, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Gilmen, 
White, 
Osgood, 
Gorham, 
Collins, 
Arnold, 
Ellsworth, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 
Floyd, 


„ 


IR 45 

4 Y 

5 

ayS 

ay 2 . 

4 * 

no 

no f no 

no 

Ii divided. 


o7 
25 

ay 9 
25 
20 f divided, 
ay 

noy 

ay I no 
no] 

no no 

no d 


4 d 
WI 


2.45 
Ws 
N 


e e $4 4 2-2 -: 


New - Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 
s 


Delaware, 

NV. aryland, 

Vi rg ini 25 | 
North-C arolina, 


| South-Carolina, | 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. R 
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Boudinot, 
Elmer, 
Condict, 
Mifflin, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Wilson, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 
Dickinson, 
Wharton, 
Carroll, 
Madison, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
amsay, 


Mr. Izard, 
Mr. Gervais, 


So the queſtion was loſt. 5 
TUESDAY, January 14, 1783. 


Tue committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gilman, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. 
Eufworth, to whom were referred a motion of Mr. Arnold, for tranſ- 


Wmitting to the executive of Rhode-Iſland ſundry extracts of public 
letters from Europe, and ſome ſubſequent motions thereon ; report, 


__ 


1 
*% 
* 


member who inclines to communicate them to his ſtate may take co- 
complete copies of letters, from which particular detached ſentences 


ſubject of foreign loans, they are already within the purview of the 
reſolution of the 20th of December laſt, directing the ſecretary for 
that 


.. the reſult ; that the ſame obſervation applies to that part of the mo- 
S tion which relates generally to the tranſmiſſion of the letters from our 


foreign miniſters, on the ſubject of loans not under the injunction of 
W ſecrecy, with this additional conſideration, that ſuch of thoſe letters, 
as would in fact throw light upon the ſubje&, comprehend many deli- 
cate tranſactions, which it is the duty of Congreſs, at the preſent 
junCture, to conceal : the committee, notwithſtanding, are of opinion, 
that to obviate miſrepreſentation, it will be adviſeable to tranſmit to 
the executive of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, a copy of Mr. Arnold's 


ed, 


motion, and the proceedings thereupon, with a requeſt, that precau- 
tions may be taken to prevent their appearing in the public prints.” 
On the queſtion, reſolved, that Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 
— —— ' 
55 WEDNESDAY, January 15, 1783. 8 
The hon. the miniſter plenipotentiary of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty 


| 


„That in their opinion it would be improper for Congreſs to con- 
eur in the object of that motion, as, with reſpect to a part of the ex- 
tracts ſpecified, relating merely to the general growing political im- 
Wportance of theſe ſtates, the injunction of ſecrecy being taken off, any 


pies of them, and more eſpecially as Mr. Howell was furniſhed with | 
are now requeſted ; and with reſpect to ſuch extracts as relate to the 


foreign affairs, to tranſmit to the executive of the ſtate of Rhode- 
Iſland, an authenticated ſtate of the applications for foreign loans, and 
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having notified to Congreſs, that the term allowed to the capitulants 
of St. Chriſtophers, Nevis and Montſerat, for receiving cargoes from 
Great-Britain, and for loading back the vefſels under neutral colours, 
for that kingdom is expired ; and that the governor-general of thoſe 
iſlands is inſtructed to grant no more permits for ſuch purpoſes. 
Ordered, That the notification be publiſhed. 
— 288 


THURSDAT,' January 16, 1783. 


A letter, of the 15th, from the war-office, was read, accompanied 1 
with one of the ſame date, from brigadier-general O. H. Williams, rac 
repreſenting that the preſent ſtate of the army, and the late arrange. ica. 
ment of brigadiers to diſtricts, render it impoſſible that brigadier Wil. 
liams ſhould obtain any command, and exprefling a wiſh, that he may 
be permitted to retire with the emoluments allowed to retiring officers; O 
whereupon, | R 

Resolved, That brigadier-general O. H. Williams be permitted to om: 
retire from ſervice, with the emoluments allowed by the acts of Con- ue, 
greſs to ſupernumerary officers. 8 

S8 — ver 
FEI Dar, January 17, 1783. wn ſr 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. he 
Mifflin and Mr. Williamſon, to whom was referred a letter of the O. 
19th of December laſt, from major- general Greene, giving information nilte 
of the evacuation of Charleſtown, by the Britiſh, and of our being by Wt O 
that event in complete poſſeſſion of all the ſouthern ſtates: ith 

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States in Congreſs aſſem- WW onc: 
bled, be preſented to major-general Greene, for his many ſignal and K 
important ſervices ; and that he be aſſured that Congreſs retain a live. aid 
ly ſenſe of the frequent and uniform proofs he has given of prudence, igh 
wiſdom and military ſkill, during his command in the ſouthern-de- tate 


partment. Dc ac 
Resolved, That general Greene be deſired to preſent the thanks of 


the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, to the officers and private 7 
ſoldiers under his command, who, in all the viciſitudes of ſeaſon, un. be 
der the numerous inconveniencies of long and rapid marches in a coun- 4 
try plundered and deſolated by an enemy greatly ſuperior in force, = 
have ſurmounted every difficulty and danger, and manifeſted ſuch bra- W. 
very, perſeverance and fortitude, as to do honor to themſelves and to ee 
the cauſe they have ſo zealouſly and ſucceſsfully ſupported. . 
— > — | rs O! 
TUESDAY, Fanuary 21, 1783. | clude 
The ſuperintendant of finance having laid before "Gt a copy ineſl 
of a contract between his moſt Chriſtian majeſty and the United States 7 wn 
of America, entered into and executed on the 16th of July, 1782, by 85 
the count de Vergennes and Dr. B. Franklin, for aſcertaining the ath, 
ſums of money advanced on loan by his majeſty to the United States, WI 2mm 
and ſettling the terms ayment ; and it being ſtipulated 1 in the ſaid Us VEL 
contract, that the ratifications thereof {hall be exchanged in nine months 7 an | 
from the date, or ſooner if poſſible : nde 
Ordered, That the ſecretary prepare and lay before Congreſs the 13g 
form of a ratification, * 
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A letter, of the 8th of October, 1782, from the hon. J. Adams, 
as read, accompanied with a certified copy of a treaty of amity and 
ommerce, and of a convention reſpecting re-captured veſlels, agreed 
o between their high mightineſſes the ſtates general of the Nether- 
ands, and the United States of America, on the ſaid 8th day of Oc- 
ober, 1782» ER 7 „„ 
VPrpxksDar, January 22, 1783. 
The form of a ratification being brought in and agreed to, the con- 
ract between his moſt Chriſtian majeſty and the United States of Ame- 
ica, entered into on the 16th of July, 1782, was ratified. 
__ TwavRsDar, January 23, 1783. 
On motion of Mr. Ellſworth, ſeconded by Mr. Hamilton, 
Resolved, That the commiſſioner for ſettling the accounts of the 
Wommiſſary-general's department, be directed to reduce into ſpecie va- 
ue, the whole of the purchaſes and expenditure of the late commiſſa- 
-general, Joſeph Trumbull, the value to be aſcertained at the end of 
very. month, and to eſtimate the commiſſion on the ſaid expenditures 
Wn ſpecie, agreeable to the rates mentioned in the act of Congreſs of 
he 31ſt day of March, 1779. N 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Madiſon, Mr. Ha- 
nilton and Mr. Ellſworth, to whom were referred the letter of the 8th 
f October, 1782, from the miniſter plenipotentiary at the Hague, 
With copies of a treaty of amity and commerce, and of a convention 
We oncerning veſſels re-captured. 
Resolved, That the ſaid treaty of amity and commerce, and the 
aid convention, concerning veſſels re-captured, between their high 
Wnightineſſes the ſtates general of the Netherlands, and the United 
Wtates of America, dated at the Hague, the 8th day of October, 1782, 
= 1 and ratified, and that the forms of the ratifications be as 
ollows: F 


Form of a Ratification for the Treaty of Amity and Commerce. 
he United States of America in Congreſs aſſembled, to all who ſhall 
lee theſe preſents, greeting. © _ 

Whereas by our commiſſion, dated at Philadelphia, the 29th day of 
December, 1780, John Adams, formerly a delegate from Maſſachu- 
letts, &c. was nominated and conſtituted our miniſter, with full pow- 
rs on the part of the United States of America, to concert and con- 
clude, with perſons equally empowered on the part of their high migh- 
ineſſes, the ſtates general of the United Netherlands, a treaty of ami- 
ty and cammerce, having for its baſis the moſt perfe& equality, and 
for its object the mutual advantage of the parties we promiling, in good 
taith, to ratify whatever ſhould be tranſacted by virtue of the ſaid 
commiſhon : and whereas our ſaid miniſter, in purſuance of his full 
powers at the Hague, on the 8th day of October, 1782, with George 
Van Randwyck, B. V. D. Santheuvel, P. V. Bleiſwyk, W. C. H. Van 
Lynden, D. J. Van Heekeren, Joan Van Kuffeller, F. G. Van De- 
demtotden Gelder, H. Tjaſſens, plenipotentiaries, named for that pur- 


pole, on the part of their high mightineſſes, the ſtates general of the 
Vor, VIII. LN arg oy | 


> 
— 
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United Netherlands, did conclude and ſign on the part of their high 


mightineſſes, &c. and of the United States of America, a treaty f $ | 
amity and commerce, in the words following, to wit : In 
[Here inſert the treaty.] : o” 

Now be it known, that we, the ſaid United States of America in 2 
Congreſs aſſembled, have accepted and approved, and do by theſe pre. þ 
{ents ratify and confirm the ſaid treaty, and every article and clauſ Wi 1 
thereof: and we do authorize and direct our miniſter plenipotentiar 7 
at the Hague, to deliver this our act of ratification, in exchange for 5 
the ratification of the ſaid treaty by their high mightineſſes, the ſtates I 
general of the United Netherlands. In teſtimony whereof, we har: T 


cauſed our ſeal to be hereunto afhxed. 
Witneſs his excellency Elias Boudinot, preſident, this 23d day d 
January, 1783, and of our ſovereignty and independence the 7th. 


Form of a Ratification for the Convention concerning re- captured vessel. 


The United States of America in Congreſs aſſembled, to all who ſhal | 
ſee theſe preſents, greeting. og =_ 
Whereas John Adams, our miniſter plenipotentiary, at the Hague 
on the 8th day of October, 1782, with George Van Randwyck, B. V.M 
D. Santheuvel, P. V. Bleiſwyk, W. C. H. Van Lynden, D. J. Val 
Heeckeren, Joan Van Kuffeler, F. G. Van Dedemtotden Gelder, HM 
Tjaſſens, miniſters plenipotentiaries of the lords of the ſtates genen 
of the United Netherlands, did conclude and ſign on the part of th 
ſaid lords, the ſtates general of the United Netherlands, and of thi 
 Vnited States of America, a convention concerning veſſels re-capturev 
in the words following, to wit : 8 8 . 
[Here inſert the convention. 
| Now be it known, that we, the {aid United States of America ui 
Congreſs aſſembled, have accepted and approved, and do by theſe pri 
ſents ratify and confirm the ſame, and do authorize and direct ti: 
miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States at the Hague, to de 
liver this our act of ratification, in exchange for the ratification of tis 
_ convention by the lords, the ſtates general of the United Nether 
lands. = ny 9 5 Rs 
In teſtimony whereof, we have cauſed our ſeal to be hereunto affixed 
Witneſs his excellency Elias Boudinot, preſident, this 23d day d 
January, 1783, and of our ſovereignty and independence the 7th. 
The committee having reported the draught of a proclamation t 
be iſſued by Congreſs, the ſame was agreed to as follows: 


By the United States in | Congress 3 g 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas in purſuance of a plenipotentiary commiſſion, given on tht 
29th day of December, 1780, to the hon. John Adams, Eſq; a treat 
of amity and commerce, between their high mightineſſes, the ſtates ge 
neral of the United Netherlands, and the United States of Ameri pla 
was on the 8th day of October, 1782, concluded by the ſaid Joh, re 
Adams, with plenipotentiaries named for that purpoſe by their ſaid big) vi b. 
mightineſſes the ſtates general of the United Netherlands: and where See 
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b che faid treaty hath been this day approved and ratified by the 
nited States in Congreſs aſſembled, as the ſame 1s contained in the 
rords following, to wit : 


Treaty of Amity and Commerce, between their high mightinesses, the 
States general of the United Netherlands, and the United States of 
America, to wit, New- Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode-Island 
and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, Neu- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
| South-Carolina and Georgia. 5 


Their high mightineſſes, the ſtates general of the United Nether- 
nds, and the United States of America, to wit, New-Hampſhire, 
Laſſachuſetts, Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
Wcw-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virgi- 
ia, North-Carolinia, South-Carolina and Georgia, deſiring to aſcer- 
Win, in a permanent and equitable manner, the rules to be obſerved, 
lative to the commerce and correſpondence which they intend to 
Wiabliſh between their reſpective ſtates, countries and inhabitants, 
Wave judged that the ſaid end cannot be better obtained, than by 
ſſtabliſhing the moſt perfect equality and reciprocity for the baſis of 
eeir agreement, and by avoiding all thoſe burthenſome preferences 
WS hich are uſually the ſources of debate, embarraſſment and diſcontent ; 
leaving alſo each party at liberty to make, reſpecting commerce 
ad navigation, ſuch ulterior regulations as it ſhall find moſt con- 
nient to itſelf, and by founding the advantages of commerce ſolely 
on reciprocal utility and the juſt rules of free intercourſe, reſerving 
ich all, to each party the liberty of admitting, at its pleaſure, other 
tions to a participation of the ſame advantages. | 
On theſe principles their high mightineſſes, the ſtates general of 
e United Netherlands, have named for their plenipotentiaries, from 
e midſt of their aſſembly, Meſſrs. their deputies for the foreign 
Wars; and the ſaid United States of America, on their part, have 
rniſhed with full powers, Mr. John Adams, late commiſſioner of the 
Inited States of America at the court of Verſailles, heretofore dele- 
ite in Congreſs, from the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and chief 
ſtice of the ſaid ſtate ; who have agreed and concluded as follows, 
N DE | | | Og | . 
Art. 1. There ſhall be a firm, inviolable and univerſal peace and 
cere friendſhip between their high mightineſſes the lords, the ſtates 
:neral of the United Netherlands and the United States of America; 
d between the ſubje&s and inhabitants of the ſaid parties, and be- 
een the countries, iſlands, cities and places ſituated under the juriſ- 
Aion of the ſaid United Netherlands and the ſaid United States of 
merica, their ſubjeCts and inhabitants of every degree, without ex- 
ption of perſons or places. „ ooo 5 
Art. 2. The ſubjects of the ſaid ſtates general of the United Ne- 
zerlands, ſhall pay in the ports, havens, roads, countries, iſlands, cities 
places of the United States of America, or any of them, no other 
or greater duties or impoſt, of whatever nature or denomination they 
ay be, than thoſe which the nations the moſt favoured are or ſhall be 
liged to pay; and they ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, 
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immunities and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce whid 
the ſaid nations do or ſhall enjoy, whether in paſſing from one port 
another in the ſaid ſtates, or in going from any of thoſe ports to x 
foreign port of the world, or from any foreign port of the world to y 
of thoſe ports. 5 , ee 
Art. 3 The ſubjects and inhabitants of the ſaid United States 
America, ſhall pay in the ports, havens, roads, countries, iſlands, citiff 
or places of the ſaid United Netherlands, or any. of them, no ether 5 
greater duties or impoſts of whatever nature and denomination t 
may be, than thoſe which the nations the moſt favoured are or ſhall} 
obliged to pay; and they ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, prix 
leges, immunities and exemptions in trade, navigation and commen 
which the ſaid nations do or ſhall enjoy, whether in paſſing from u 
port to another in the ſaid ſtates, or from any one towards any one. 
| thoſe ports, from or to any foreign port of the world: and the Un 
ted States of America, with their ſubjects and inhabitants, ſhall len 
to thoſe of their high mightineſſes, the peaceable enjoyment of thi 
rights in the countries, iſlands and ſeas in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indi 
without any hindrance or moleſtation. Os 1 
Art. 4. There fhall be an entire and perfect liberty of conſcien 
allowed to the ſubjects and inhabitants of each party, and to th 
families, and no one ſhall be moleſted in regard to his worſhip, pro 


ded he ſubmits as to the public demonſtration of it, to the laws oft all 
country : there ſhall be given moreover liberty, when any ſubjectz an 
inhabitants of either party ſhall die in the territory of the other, no 

| bury them in the uſual burying places, or in decent and convenit ple 
grounds to be appointed for that purpoſe, as occaſion ſhall requit rat 
and the dead bodies of thoſe who are buried, ſhall not in anywiſel art 
moleſted. And the two contracting parties ſhall provide, each one © 
his juriſdiction, that their reſpective ſubjects and inhabitants m fre 
henceforward obtain the requilite certificates in caſes of deaths wr 
which they ſhall be intereſted. : e rel 
Art. 5. Their high mightineſſes, the ſtates general of the Unit an 
Netherlands, and the United States of America ſhall endeavour, A Pe. 
all the means in their power, to defend and protect all veſſels and oil the 
effects belonging to their ſubjects and inhabitants reſpectively, or! . 
any of them, in their ports, roads, havens, internal ſeas, paſſes, rin tre 
and as far as their juriſdiction extends at ſea, and to recover and ca in 

to be reſtored to the true proprietors, their agents or attornies, all [i Ju 
veſſels and effects, which ſhall be taken under their juriſdiction : 4 9 
their veſſels of war and convoys, in caſes when they may have a 0 as 
mon enemy, ſhall take under their protection all the veſſels belong TY 
to the ſubjects and inhabitants of either party, which ſhall not be!! the 
den with contraband goods, according to the deſcription which ln 2” 
be made of them hereafter, for places, with which one of the pats 2 
is in peace, and the other at war, nor deſtined for any place block the 
and which ſhall hold the ſame courſe or follow the ſame rout ; ® ga 
they ſhall defend ſuch veſſels as long as they ſhall hold the ſame courh be, 
or follow the ſame rout, againſt all attacks, force and violence of lt e 
common enemy, in the ſame manner, as they ought to protect and d a: 


tend the veſſels, belonging to their own reſpeQive ſubjeQs. 
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Art. 6. The ſubjeQts — 1 contracting parties may, on one ſide and 
on the other, in the reſpeCtive countries and ſtates, diſpoſe of their ef- 
fects by teſtament, donation or otherwiſe, and their heirs, ſubjects of 
pne of the parties, and reſiding in the country of the other, or elſe- 
here, ſhall receive ſuch ſucceſſions, even ab in testato, whether in 
perſon or by their attorney or ſubſtitute, even although they ſhall not 
have obtained letters of naturalization, without having the effect of 
ſuch commiſſion conteſted under pretext of any rights or prerogatives 
pf any province, city or private perſon and if the heirs, to whom ſuch 
ſucceſſions may have fallen, ſhall be minors, the tutors or curators, ef. ' 
abliſhed by the judge domicihary of the ſaid minors, may govern, di- 
ect, adminiſter, ſell and alienate the effects fallen to the ſaid minors, 
by inheritance ; and in general, in relation to the ſaid ſucceſſions and 
effects, uſe all the rights and fulfil all the functions, which belong by 
the diſpoſition of the laws, to guardians, tutors, and curators : provi- 
ded nevertheleſs, that this diſpoſition cannot take place, but in caſes 
where the teſtator ſhall not have named guardians, tutors, curators by 
teſtament, codicil, or other legal inſtrument. _ 8 5 
Art. 7. It ſhall be lawful and free for the ſubjects of each party, to 
We mploy ſuch advocates, attornies, notaries, ſolicitors or factors, as they 
{hall judge proper. „) ĩ 
Art. 8. Merchants, maſters and owners of ſhips, mariners, men of 
all kinds, ſhips and veſſels, and all merchandizes, and goods in general, 
and effects of one of the confederates, or of the ſubjects thereof, ſhall 
not be ſeized or detained in any of the countries, lands, iſlands, cities, 
places, ports, ſhores or dominations whatſoever of the other confede- 
rate, for any military expedition, public or private uſe of any one, by 
arreſts, violence or any colour thereof; much leſs ſhall it be permitted 
to the ſubjects of either party, to take or extort by force, any thing 
from the ſubjeQs of the other party, without the conſent of the owner: 
which however 1s not to be underſtood of ſeizures, detentions and ar- 
reſts, which ſhall be made by the command and authority of juſtice, 
and by the ordinary methods, on account of debts or crimes, in reſ{- 
pe& whereof, the proceedings muſt be, by way of law, according to 
the forms of juſtice. „ „„ en bs 
Art. 9. It is further agreed and concluded, that it ſhall be wholly 
free for all merchants, commanders of ſhips and other ſubje&s and 
inhabitants of the contracting parties, in every place ſubjected to the 
juriſdiction of the two powers reſpectively, to manage themſelves, their 
own bulineſs. And moreover as to the uſe of interpreters, or brokers, 
as alſo in relation to the loading or unloading of their veſſels, and eve- 
| Ty thing which has relation thereto, they ſhall be, on one fide and on 
the other, conſidered and treated upon the footing of natural ſubjeRts, 
or at leaſt upon an equality with the moſt favoured nation. 
Art. 10. The merchant-ſhips of either of the parties coming from 
the port of an enemy, or from their own or a neutral port, may navi- 
gate freely towards any port of an enemy of the other ally : they ſhall 
be, nevertheleſs, held, whenever it ſhall be required, to exhibit, as 
well upon the high ſeas as in the ports, their ſea-letters and other do- 
cuments, deſcribed in the 25th article, ſtating expreſsly that their 
effects are not of the number of thoſe, which are prohibited as con- 
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traband : and not having any contraband goods for an enemy's port, 
they may freely and without hindrance, purſue their voyage toward 
the port of an enemy. Nevertheleſs it ſhall not be required to ex. 
amine the papers of veſſels convoyed by veſſels of war, but credence 
ſhall be given to the word of the officer, who ſhall conduct the convoy, 
Art. II. If by exhibiting the ſea-letters and other documents def. 
cribed more particularly in the 25th article of this treaty, the othei 
party ſhall diſcover there are any of thoſe ſorts of goods, which are 
declared prohibited and contraband, and that they are conſigned for 
a port under the obedience of his enemy, it ſhall not be lawful tu 
break up the hatches of ſuch ſhip, nor to open any cheſt, coffer, packs, 
caſks or other veſſels found therein, or to remove the {malleſt parcel 
of her goods, whether the ſaid veilel belongs to the ſubjects of thei 
high mightineſſes, the ſtates general of the United Netherlands, or to 
the ſubjects or inhabitants of the ſaid United States of America, unleſ 
the lading be brought on ſhore, in preſence of the officers of the court of 
admiralty, and an inventory thereof made, but there ſhall be no allow. 
ance to ſell, exchange or alienate the ſame, until after that due and 
lawful proceſs ſhall have been had againſt ſuch prohibited goods of 
contraband, and the court of admiralty, by a ſentence pronounced, 
ſhall have confiſcated the ſame, ſaving always as well the ſhip itſelf 
as any other goods found therein, which are to be eſteemed free, and 
may not be detained on pretence of their being infected by the prohi- 
bited goods, much lefs ſhall they be confiſcated as lawful prize: but 
on the contrary, when by the viſitation at land, it ſhall be found that 
there are no contraband goods in the veſlel, and it ſhall not appear by 
the papers, that he who has taken and carried in the veſſel has been 
able to diſcover any there, he ought to be condemned in all the char- 
ges, damages and intereſts of them which he ſhall have cauſed, both to 
the owner of veſſels and to the owners and freighters of cargoes, with 
which they ſhall be loaded, by his temerity in taking and carrying them 
in, declaring moſt exprefsly, the free veſſels ſhall aſſure the liberty of 
the effects with which they ſhall be loaded, and that this liberty ſhall 
extend itſelf equally to the perſons who ſhall be found in free veſlel, 
who may not be taken out of her, unleſs they are military-men, aQu- 
ally in the ſervice of an enemy, _ | 
Art. 12. On the contrary it is agreed, that whatever ſhall be 
found to be laden by the ſubjeas and inhabitants of either party, on 
any ſhip belonging to the enemies of the other, or to their ſubjects, 
although it be not comprehended under the ſort of prohibited goods, 
the whole may be confiſcated, in the ſame manner as if it belonged to 
the enemy: except nevertheleſs ſuch effects and merchandizes, as 
were put on board ſuch veſſel, before the declaration of war, or in 
the ſpace of fix months after it, which effects ſhall not be in any man- 
ner ſubject to confiſcation, but ſhall be faithfully and without delay 
reſtored in nature to the owners, who ſhall claim them or cauſe then 
to be claimed, before the confiſcation and ſale, as alſo their proceeds, 
if the claim could not be made but in the ſpace of eight months after 
the fale, which ought to be public: provided nevertheleſs, that if the 
faid merchandizes are contraband, it ſhall by no means be lawful to 
tranſport them afterwards to any port belonging to enemies. 
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Art. 13. And that more effeQual care may be taken for the ſecu- 
ity of ſubjeQs and people of either party, that they do not ſuffer mo- 
eſtation from the veſſels of war, or privateers of the other party, it 

all be forbidden to all commanders of veſſels of war, and other arm- 
ed veſſels of the ſaid ſtates general of the United Netherlands, and 
he ſaid United States of America, as well as to all their officers, ſub- 
eas and people, to give any offence or do any damage to thoſe of 
he other party; and if they act to the contrary, they ſhall be, upon 
he firſt complaint which ſhall be made of it, being found guilty after 

juſt examination, puniſhed by their proper judges, and moreover 
dbliged to make ſatisfaction for all damages and intereſts thereof, by 
eparation, under pain and obligation of their perſons and goods, 

Art. 14. For further determining of what has been ſaid, all cap- 
ains of privateers, or fitters out of veſſels armed for war, under com- 
niſſion and on account of private perſons, ſhall be held before their 
leparture, to give {ſufficient caution before competent judges, either 
o be entirely reſponſible for the malverſations which they may com- 
it in their cruiſes or voyages, as well as for the contraventions of 
Wheir captains and officers, againſt the preſent treaty, and againſt the 
Þrdinances and edits which ſhall be publiſhed in conſequence of, and 
tonformity to it, under pain of forfeiture and nullity of the ſaid com- 
_—_—__ 5 5 RE 
Art. 15. All veſſels and merchandizes of whatſoever nature, which 
Whall be reſcued out of the hands of any pirates or robbers, navigating 

he high-ſeas without requiſite commiſſions, ſhall be brought into ſome 
dort of one of the two ſtates, and depoſited in the hands of the offi 
ers of that port, in order to be reſtored entire to the true proprietor, 
s ſoon as due and ſufficient proofs ſhall be made, concerning the pro- 
Werty thereof. en „ 
8 Art. 16. If any ſhips or veſſels belonging to either of the parties, 
heir ſubjects or people ſhall, within the coaſts or dominations of the 
dther, ſtick upon the ſands or be wrecked, or ſuffer any other ſea da- 
age, all friendly aſſiſtance and relief ſhall be given to the perſons 
ip-wrecked, or ſuch as ſhall be in danger thereof; and the veſſels, 
ffects and merchandizes, or the part of them which ſhall have been 
aved, or the proceeds of them, if being periſhable they ſhall have been 
old, being claimed within a year and a day, by the maſters or owners, 
dr their agents or attornies, ſhall be reſtored, paying only the reaſon- 
able charges, and that which muſt be paid, in the ſame caſe, for the 
alvage, by the proper ſubjects of the country: there ſhall alſo be de- 
ivered them ſafe conducts or paſſports, for their free and ſafe paſſage 
irom thence, and to return each one to his own country. 


* Art. 17. In caſe the ſubjects or people of either party, with their 
„. pping, whether public and of war, or private and of merchants, be 
y orced through ſtreſs of weather, purſuit of pirates or enemies, or any 


pther urgent neceſſity, for ſeeking of ſhelter and harbour, to retreat 
and enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, ports, roads or ſhores 
belonging to the other party, they ſhall be received with all humanity 
nd kindneſs, and enjoy all friendly protection and help, and they ſhall 
be permitted to refreſh and provide themſelves at reaſonable rates, 
"ith vietuals and all things needful for the ſuſtenance of their perſons, 
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or reparation of their ſhips ; and they ſhall no ways be detained gr 
hindred from returning out of the ſaid ports or roads, but may remoye 
and depart when and whither they pleaſe, without any let or hindrance, 
Art. 18. For the better promoting of commerce on both ſides, it 
is agreed, that if a war ſhould break out between their high mighti. 
nefſes the ſtates general of the United Netherlands and the United 
States of America, there ſhall always be granted to the ſubjects on 
each ſide, the term of nine months after the date of the rupture, or 
the praclamation of war, to the end that they may retire with their 
effects, and tranſport them where they pleaſe, which it ſhall be lawful 
for them to do, as well as to ſell or tranſport their effects and goods in 
all freedom, and without any hindrance, and without being able to 
proceed during the ſaid term of nine months, to any arreſt of their ef. 
fects, much leſs of their perſons ; on the contrary, there ſhall be given 
them, for their veſſels and their effects which they would carry away, 
paſſports and ſafe conducts for the neareſt ports of their reſpective coun. 
tries, and for the time neceſſary for the voyage; and no prize made 
at ſea ſhall be adjudged lawful, at leaſt if the declaration of war vu 
not or could not be known in the laſt port which the veſſel taken has 
quitted ; but for whatever may have been taken from the ſubjeQts and 
inhabitants of either party, and for the offences which may have been 
given them in the interval of the ſaid terms, a complete ſatisfaQuon 
ſhall be given them, 5 OD ep cn w. ops ol 
Art. 19. No ſubject of their high mightineſſes the ſtates general a 
the United Netherlands, ſhall apply for or take any commiſhon or let. 
ters of marque for arming any ſhip or ſhips, to act as privateers again 
the ſaid United States of America or any of them, or the ſubjects and in. 
| habitants of the ſaid United States or any of them, or againſt the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants of any of them, from any prince or ſtate witl 
which the ſaid United States of America may happen to be at war; 
nor ſhall any ſubject or inhabitant of the United States of America 
or any of them, apply for or take any commiſſion or letters of marque 
for arming any ſhip or ſhips, to act as privateers againſt the high and 
mighty lords the ſtates general of the United Netherlands, or again 
the ſubjects of their high mightineſſes or any of them, or againſt the 
property of any one of them, from any prince or ſtate with which thel! 
high mightineſſes may be at war: and if any perſon of either nation 
hall take ſuch commiſſion or letters of marque, he ſhall be puniſhed 
a pirate. | | „„ 5 TAL Hl e 
Art. 20. If the veſſels of the ſubjects or inhabitants of one of the 
parties, come upon any coaſt belonging to either of rhe ſaid allies, but 
not willing to enter into port, or being entered into port and not wil 
ling to unload their cargoes or break bulk, or take in any cargo, the) 
ſhall not be obliged to pay neither for the veſſels nor the cargoes, a0) 
duties of entry in or out, nor to render any account of their cargo 
at leaſt if there is not juſt cauſe to preſume that they carry to an enem)) 
merchandizes of contraband. | 
Art. 21. The two contracting parties grant to each other mutual 
ly, the liberty of having each in the ports of the other, conſuls, vice 
conſuls, agents and commiſſaries of their own appointing, whoſe fune 
tions ſhall be regulated by particular agreement, whenever either 
party chooſe to make ſuch appointments. : 
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Art. 22. This treaty ſhall not be underſtood in any manner to de- 
ogate from the 9th, loth, 19th and 24th articles of the treaty with 
rance, as they were numbered in the ſame treaty, concluded the 6th 
f February, 1778, and which make the articles 9th, I 0th, 17th and 
22d of the treaty of commerce now ſubſiſting between the United 
ztates of America and the crown of France: nor ſhall it hinder his 
atholic majeſty from acceding to that treaty, and enjoying the ad- 
Fantages of the ſaid four articles. OG 


neceſſary to commence negociations with the king or emperor of 


, or with any of them, to obtain paſſports for the ſecurity of their 
avigation in the Mediterranean ſea ; their high mightineſſes promiſe, 
at upon the requiſition which the United States of America ſhall 


danner, by means of their conſuls reſiding near the ſaid king, empe- 
dr and regencies. 5 | 1 8 
JJ 75 | Oo Ip SS 
Art. 24. The liberty of navigation and commerce ſhall extend to 
Il ſorts of merchandizes, excepting only thoſe which are diſtinguiſhed 


is denomination of contraband and merchandizes prohibited, ſhall be 
omprehended only warlike ſtores and arms, as mortars, artillery with 
eir artifices and appurtenances, fuſils, piſtols, bombs, grenades, gun- 
owder, ſalt-petre, ſulphur, match, bullets and balls, pikes, ſabres, lan- 
es, halberts, caſques, cuiraſſes, and other ſorts of arms; as alſo ſol- 
ters, horſes, ſaddles, and furniture for horſes. All other effects and 
Werchandizes, not before ſpecified expreſsly, and even all ſorts of na- 


ent of velſels of war, or for the manufacture of one or another ſort of 
y the letter, nor according to any pretended interpretation whatever, 


| rohibited or contraband : ſo that all effects and merchandizes which 
e not expreſsly before named, may without any exception, and in per- 
ct liberty be tranſported by the ſubjects and inhabitants of both al- 


laces which at the ſame time ſhall be beſieged, blocked or inveſted, 
nd thoſe places only ſhall be held for ſuch, which are ſurrounded near- 
by ſome of the belligerent powers. „„ | 

Art. 25. To the end that all diſſention and quarrel may be avoided 
nd Prevented, it has been agreed, that in caſe that one of the two 
arties happens to be at war, the veſſels belonging to the ſubjects or 
nhabitants of the other ally, ſhall be provided with ſea-letters or paſſ- 


s alſo the name and the place of abode of the maſter or commander 
| the ſaid veſſel, to the end that thereby it may appear that the veſ- 
l really and truly belongs to ſubjects or inhabitants of one of the 
jarties; which paſſports ſhall be drawn and diſtributed according to 
he form annexed to this treaty ; each time that the veſſel ſhall return, 


he ſhould have ſuch her paſſport renewed, or at leaſt they ought not 
To0L Valk --* we bs 1 5 


Art. 23. If at any time the United States of America ſhall judge 


[orocco and Fez, and with the regencies of Algiers, Tunis or Tripo- 


Pake of it, they will ſecond ſuch negociations in the moſt favourable 


nder the name of contraband or merchandizes prohibited ; and under 


5 — Ev. ee mate om ence 
4 — p « te mats. 4 — — 3 


al matters, however proper they may be for the conſtruction and equip- 
achines of war, by land or ſea, ſhall not be judged contraband, neither 


ught they or can they be comprehended under the notion of effects 


es, from and to places belonging to the enemy, excepting only the 


orts, expreſſing the name, the property and the burthen of the veſſel, 


8 


F 
. 
! 

: 


returned te her own country. 


lic documents which are ordinarily given to veſſels outward- bound, j 


nies, from whence the veſſel came, given in the uſual form, to the ei 


traband on board the veſſels, and whether they are deſtined to be eu 


board belong, he may do it freely, without however being bound t 
do it; and the omiſſion of ſuch expreſſion cannot and ought not 
cauſe a confiſcation. | | „ | 
of the parties, ſailing along the coaſts or on the high ſeas, are meth 
order, ſhall remain without the reach of cannon, but may ſend the 


whom the maſter or commander ſhall exhibit his paſſport, containin 


and other documents, ſhall be free to continue her voyage, ſo thatifſ 
ſhall not be lawful to moleſt her, or ſearch her in any manner, nor 


captains and commanders, belonging to the ſaid United Netherland 
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to be of more ancient date than two years, before the veſſel has bee 

It has been alſo agreed that ſuch veſſels, being loaded, ought to 
provided not only with the ſaid paſſports or ſea-letters, but alſo with; 
general paſſport, or with particular paſſports or manifeſts, or other pu 


the ports from whence the veſſels have ſet ſail in the laſt place, con 
taining a ſpecification of the cargo, of the place from whence the vel 
ſel departed, and of that of her deſtination, or inſtead of all theſe, with 
certificates from the magiſtrates or governors of cities, places and ec 


that it may be known whether there are any effects prohibited or con 


ried to an enemy's country or not. And in caſe any one judges proper 
to expreſs, in the ſaid documents, the perſons to whom the effects a 


Art. 26. If the veſſels of the ſaid ſubjects, or inhabitants of eith 


a veſſel of war or privateer, or other armed veſſel of the other par 
the ſaid veſſels of war, privateers or armed veſſels, for avoiding all di 


boats on board the merchant veſſel which they ſhall meet in this ma 
ner, upon which they may not paſs more than two or three men, 


the property of the veſlel, according to the form annexed to this tre 
ty; and the veſſel, after having exhibited ſuch a paſſport, ſea-lett 


give her chaſe, nor to force her to alter her courſe, | | 

Art. 27. It ſhall be lawful for merchants, captains and commander 
of veſſels, whether public and of war, or private, and of merchant 
belonging to the United States of America, or any of them, or to the 
ſubjects and inhabitants, to take freely into their ſervice, and receitt 


on board of their veſſels, in any port or place in the juriſdiction 0 * 
their high mightineſſes aforeſaid, ſeamen or others, natives or inhabW- 5 
tants of any of the ſaid ſtates, upon ſuch conditions as they ſhall agrt ay 
on, without being ſubject for this to any fine, penalty, puniſhme! 

| proceſs or reprehenſion whatſoever : and reciprocally, all merchan at! 


ſhall enjoy, in all the ports and places under the obedience of the {al 
United States of America, the ſame privilege of engaging and receil 
ing ſeamen or others, natives or inhabitants of any country of the 
mination of the ſaid ſtates general; provided, that neither on one ſil 


nor the other, they may not take into their ſervice ſuch of their cou! I. 
trymen who have already engaged in the ſervice of the other pa ith 
contracting, whether in war or trade, and whether they meet them f © 
land or ſea ; at leaſt, if the captains or maſters, under the command 

| whom ſuch perſons may he found, will not, of his own conſent, d 
charge them from their ſervice, upon pain of being otherwiſe treat M 
and puniſhed as deſerters. 4 one 


* 


* 
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Art. 28, The affair of refraction ſhall be regulated in all equity and 


uſtice, by the magiſtrates of cities reſpeQively, where it ſhall be 


udged that there is any room to complain in this reſpect. 


Art. 29. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified and approved by their 


high mightineſſes, the ſtates general of the United Netherlands, and 
y the United States of America, and the aQs of ratification ſhall be 


Wclivered in good and due form on one ſide and on the other, in the 
pace of ſix months, or ſooner if poſſible, to be computed from the 


ay of the ſignature. | 


In faith of which, we the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the lords 


ie ſtates general of the United Netherlands, and the miniſter pleni- 

otentiary of the United States of America, in virtue of our reſpec- 

ive authorities and full powers, have ſigned the preſent treaty, and 

ppoſed thereto the ſeals of our arms. 5 
Done at the Hague, the 8th of October, 1782. 


be form of the passport which Shall be given to ships and vessels, 


in consequence of the 25th article of this treaty. 


Io all, who ſhall ſee theſe preſents, greeting: Be it known, that 


eave and permiſhon are hereby given to | maſter. 
ind commander of the ſhip or veſſel called _ ok the 
urden of tons, or thereabouts, lying at preſent in the port 
r haven of bound for and laden with 


to depart and proceed with his ſaid ſhip or veſſel on his ſaid 


, WH oyage ; ſuch ſhip or veſſel having been viſited, and the ſaid maſter 
Ind commander having made oath before the proper officer, that the 
id ſhip or veſſel belongs to one or more of the ſubjects, people or 
Wn habitants of | and to him or them only. In witneſs 


hereof, we have ſubſcribed our names to theſe preſents, and affixed 
he ſeal of our arms thereto, and cauſed the fame to be counterſigned 


y / 6 day of in 
phe year of our Lord Chriſt, 


orm of the certificate which shall be given to ships or vessels in con- 


Sequence of the 25th article of this treaty. 


„„ magiſtrates or officers of the cuſtoms of the city 
Ir port of do certify and atteſt, that on the 
_— in the year of our Lord 


laden witk goods and merchandizes, here under particular- 
y deſcribed and enumerated, as follows: : | 

In witneſs whereof, we have ſigned this certificate, and ſealed it 
vith the ſeal of our office, this day of in the year 
ft our Lord Chriſt, 7 


Form of the Sea-Letter. 
Moſt ſerene. ſerene, moſt puiſſant, puiſſant, high, illuſtrious, noble, 
onorable, venerable, wiſe and prudent lords, emperors, kings, repub- 


5 C. D. of 
perſonally appeared before us, and declared by ſolemn 
dath, that the ſhip or veſſel called of tons or 
heregbouts, whereof „„ OE - is at preſent maſter or 
ommander, does rightfully and properly belong to him or them only ; 
hat ſhe is now bound from the city or port of to the port of 
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lics, princes, dukes, earls, barons, lords, burgo-maſters, chepons, coul. 
cillors, as alſo judges, officers, juſticiaries and regents, of all the gog 


patents, or hear them read: We, burgo-maſters, and regents of th 


and cargo, that they may pleaſe to receive the ſaid maſter with good 
the uſual tolls and expenſes, in paſſing and repaſling, to paſs, navigat 


bulineſs, where and in what manner he ſhall Judge proper ; where 


niſter plenipotentiary, on the part of theſe United States, with the fail 


ratified by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, as it is contained 
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Cities and places, whether eclefiaſtical or ſecular, who ſhall ſee thek 


City of make known, that the maſter of aavppez 
ing before us, has declared upon oath, that the veſſel called 

of the burthen of about IJ laſts, which he at preſent navigatez 
is of the United Provinces, and that no ſubje&s of the enemy han 
any part or portion therein, directly nor indireQly ; ſo may God Al. 
mighty help him: and as we wiſh to ſee the ſaid maſter proſper in hi 
lawful affairs, our prayer is, to all the before-mentioned, and to ea 
of them ſeparately, where the ſaid maſter ſhall arrive with his veſl| 


neſs, and to treat him in a becoming Manner, permitting him up 
and frequent the ports, paſſes and territories, to the end to tranſa hi 


we ſhall be willingly indebted. 
In witneſs, and for cauſe whereof, we affix hereto the ſeal of this ci 
(In the margin.) 
By ordinance of the high and mighty lords the ſtates W of the 
United Netherlands. 
And whereas a convention, concerning veſſels W Was 
the place and on the day above-mentioned, concluded by the ſaid mi 


plenipotentiaries on the part of the ſaid lords, the ſtates general of th 
United Netherlands ; and the ſame hath been this day approved ant 


in the words following, to wit: 

Convention between the lords the ſtates general of the United Nether 
lands and the United States of America, concerning veſſels re- ca 
tured. 


The lords the ſtates general of the United Netherlands, and th ] 
United States of America, being inclined to eſtabliſh ſome unitorn he 
hat pkg with relation to prizes made by veſſels of war, and comma 
ioned by the two contraQing powers, upon their common enemicyPvt 
and to veſlels of the ſubjects of either party, captured by the enen an 
and re-captured by veſſels of war commiſſioned by either party; ha 1 

agreed upon the following articles : © 

Art. 1. The veſſels of either of the two nations, re- capturcd 1 AY 
the privateers of the other, ſhall be reſtored to the firſt proprietor, it n 
ſuch veſſels have not been 24 hours in the power of the enemy; pie. 
vided the owner of the veſſel re- captured pay therefor 4d of the value vel] 
of the veſſel, as alſo of that of the cargo, the cannons and apparel rm 
which third mall be valued by agreement between the parties intereſted 
or, if they cannot agree thereon among themſelves, they ſhall addrek 
themſelves to the officers of the admiralty of the place where the pri [ 
vateer who has re-taken the veſſel ſhall have conducted her. 78 


Art. 2. If the veſſel re-captured has been more than 24 hours I 


the power of the enemy, ſhe macs belong ates bh to the privateer we 
has re-taken her. C 
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Art. 3. In caſe a veſſel ſhall have been re- captured by a veſſel of 
rar belonging to the ſtates general of the United Netherlands, or to 
he United States of America, ſhe ſhall be reſtored to the firſt owner, 
e paying a 30th part of the value of the ſhip, her cargo, cannons and 
apparel, if ſhe has been re-captured in the interval of 24 hours, and 
he 10th part if ſhe has been re-captured after the 24 hours ; which 


efſels which ſhall have re-taken her. The valuation of the ſaid 30th 
darts and 1Oth parts, ſhall be regulated according to the tenor of the 
irſt article of the preſent convention, 

Art. 4. The reſtitution of prizes, whether they may have been re- 


ureties for the obſervation of the aforeſaid articles. | 


f the two nations, ſhall be reciprocally, both in Europe and in the 
ther parts of the world, admitted in the reſpective ports of each, with 


ities uſed in the ſtate where the prize ſhall have been conducted, as 
ar as may be conſiſtent with the 22d article of the treaty of com- 
nerce : provided always, that the legality of prizes, by the veſſels of 


ations eſtabliſhed in the United Netherlands; as likewiſe, that of 
rrizes made by American veſſels, ſhall be judged according to the 
aws and regulations determined by the United States of America. 
Art. 6. Moreover it ſhall be free for the ſtates general of the Uni- 


o the veſſels which they ſhall have taken and conducted into the ports 
fi the two powers. 5 

In faith of which, we, the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the lords 
he ſtates general of the United Netherlands, and miniſter plenipoten- 
lary of the United States of America, have in virtue of our reſpeQtive 
uthorities and full powers, ſigned theſe preſents, and confirmed the 
ame with the ſeal of our arms. | Fes he 
Done at the Hague, the 8th of October, 1782, 


Now therefore, to the end that the ſaid treaty and convention may, 


1 wi ith all good faith, be performed and obſerved on the part of theſe 
or, i nited States, all the citizens and inhabitants thereof, and more eſ- 
pro ecially all captains and other officers and ſeamen belonging to any 
value e ſlels of war of theſe United States, or any of them, or of any private 
arel rmed veſſels commiſſioned by Congreſs, are hereby enjoined and re- 
eſte i vired to govern themſelves ſtrictly in all things according to the ſti- 
drei ulations above recited. 5 5 

e pri Done in Congreſs, this 23d day of January, in the year of our Lord 


783, and of our ſovereignty and independence the 7th. 2 
 Frinar, January 24, 1783. 1 
a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. 


On the report of 


ums ſhall be diſtributed in form of gratifications to the crews of the 


aken by veſſels of war or by privateers, in the mean time, and until 
equiſite and ſufficient proofs can be given of the property of veſſels 
e-captured, ſhall be admitted in a reaſonable time, under ſufficient | 


Art. 5. The veſſels of war and privateers of one and of the other 


their prizes, which may be unloaded and ſold according to the forma- 


he low-countries, ſhall be decided conformably to the laws and regu- 


ed Netherlands, as well as for the United States of America, to make 
uch regulations as they ſhall judge neceſſary, relative to the conduct 
hich their reſpective veſſels and privateers ought to hold in relation 


| 
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Wolcott and Mr. Madiſon, to whom was referred a memorial fron 


John Hannum, Perſifor Frazer and Joſeph Gardner: 
| Whereas complaint hath been made to Congreſs by Perſifor Fr, 


zer, John Hannum and Joſeph Gardner, in behalf of themſelves and 
others, that there are good grounds, not only from former tranſaCtiong 
but for other reaſons, to believe that great abuſe has been attempted 


of a paſſport granted by the commander in chief, for the protection of 


clothing and other neceſſaries ſent from New-York in the ſhip Ama. 
zon, for the uſe of Britiſh and German priſoners of war; and that pr. 
vate and unwarrantable advantages are intended, by introducing fo 
fale, under cover of the ſaid paſſport, a conſiderable quantity of Britiſh 
goods and merchandize: _ a. | 

Resolved, That the aſſiſtant ſecretary at war be directed to cause 
the goods imported in the ſhip Amazon, and not delivered to the 


Britiſh or German priſoners of war, to be forthwith examined and 
compared with the paſſport under which they have been imported, by 


proper perſons ; and that his excellency the preſident and the ſupreme 
executive council of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, be requeſted to noni. 


nate one of the ſaid perſons. 


Resolved, That the aſſiſtant ſecretary at war be directed to repon 
to Congreſs the reſult of the ſaid enquiry, together with the numbe 
of the ſaid priſoners, and of the clothing and other neceſſaries import 


ed in the ſaid veſſel, which have been delivered for their uſe. 


— 52. — 
„ Saru DAr, January 25, 1783. 1 

The grand committee, conſiſting of a member from each ſtate; re: 
e That they have conſidered the contents of a memorial preſented 


by the army, and find that they comprehend five different articles. 


it. Preſent pay. 
2d. A ſettlement of accounts of the arrearages of pay and ſecurity 
for what is due. | 


3d. A commutation of the half-pay allowed by different reſolution | 


of Congreſs for an' equivalent in groſs, : 
4th. A ſettlement of the accounts of deficiencies of rations and 
compenſation, 5 e fo 2 : 
5th. A ſettlement of the accounts of deficiencies of clothing and 
compenſation :” whereupon, _ Ws 6 
Resolved, As to the firſt, that the ſuperintendant of finance be di 
reed conformable to the meaſures already taken for that purpoſe, * 
ſoon as the ſtate of public finances will permit, to make ſuch payment 


and in ſuch manner as he ſhall think proper, until the further orde! 
of Congreſs. 1 | e 


Resolved, With reſpect to the 2d article, ſo far as relates to the 
ſettlement of accounts, that the ſeveral ſtates be called upon to com- 
plete, without delay, the ſettlements with their reſpective lines of tht 
army, up to the firſt day of Auguſt, 1780, and that the ſuperintendanb 
finance be directed to take ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear to him mol 
proper for effecting the ſettlement from that period. 
On a queſtion to ſubſtitute © the 1ſt day of Auguſt,” for © the 310 
day of December,” the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gilmas, 
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| New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, no 5 55 
a) | Mr. White, | no 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ans, 5 
| | Mr. Gorham, no 
| Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, not 
| TT Mr. Arnold, v1 ig 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, 5 
ä Mr. Volcott, ay f ay 
| | Mr. Dyer, ay 
i New-York, - Mr. Floyd, v4 
1 a Mr. Hamilton, ay 
d  New-Tersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 2 
1 7 < i Mk: Congct, - 4 1241 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mi in, ay 
he „ Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay " 
nd Mr. Wilson, ay Cay 
by Mr. Montgomery, ay 
me . Mr. Peters, ay ) 
Nl Delaware, Mr. Dickinson, ay | 
Mr. Wharton, ay % 
on 8 Maryland, . Mr. Carroll, ay S * 
ber Virginia, | Mr. Fones, OF Þ 
Js | Mr. Madison, ay ö ay 
5 Mr. Bland, ay 
Nortb- Carolinas, Mr. Hawkins, | "a © 
. as Mr. Nash, ay g ay 
En oe PIP Mr. Williamson, ay) 
 South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
ited ks Mr. Ramsay, ay 
| Mr. 1zard, ay 2 
Mr. Gervais, ay ) 


So it palſed 3 in the affirmative, 

As to what relates to the providing of ſecurity for ket ſhall be 
Wound due on ſuch ſettlement : : 
Resolved, That the troops of the Uniteg States in common with all 
he creditors of the ſame, have an undoubted right to expect ſuch ſe- 
urity ; and that Congreſs will make- every effort in their power to 
btain from the reſpective ſtates ſubſtantial funds, adequate to the ob- 
ect of funding the whole debt of the United States, and will enter up- 
n an immediate and full conſideration of the nature of tuch 8 

nd the moſt likely mode of obtaining them. 
1 That the remainder of the report be referred to a commit- 
ee of five: 


The members, Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Fitzſimmons, Mr. Gervais, Mr. 
amilton, Mr. Wilſon. _ 
Ordered, That it be an order of the day for Monday next, to taks 
nto conſideration the means of obtaining from the ſeveral ſtates ſub- 
antial funds, for funding the whole debt of the United States. 
| — > ——— | 

_ Monpar, January 27, 1783. 

un. Lee, a Wende for V attended, and took his ſeats 
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and alſo on all prizes ;” alſo ſundry reſolutions of the legiſlature, 


tion thereon. 


a manner the moſt reſpectful to the memory of the late major- general 


bravery, perſeverance and military talents he poſſeſſed ; which having 
| fixed their eſteem for his charaQeer, while living, induce a proportionate 


_ yeſterday, agreeably to the order of the day ; and, 


_ to conſider of the moſt effeQual means of reſtoring and ſupporting pub- 


5 reported, that the committee of the whole had taken into conhidert- 
tion the ſubject referred to them, and made ſome progreſs, but not 


memorials of the repreſentatives of the commonwealth of Pennſylv#- 


The delegates of Virginia laid before Congreſs an act of their le. 
giſlature, repealing the act entitled“ an act to enable the Congreſs of 
the United States to levy a duty on certain goods and merchandizez, 


Congreſs proceeded on the order of the day, but came to no rell 


TuzsDAr, January 28, 1783. 
The commander in chief having in a letter of the 20th, informel 
Congreſs of the death of major-general lord Stirling. 
On motion of Mr. Peters, ſeconded by Mr. Dickinſon, 
Resolved, That the preſident ſignify to the commander in chief, in 


the earl of Stirling, the ſenſe Congreſs entertain of the early and me- 
ritorious exertions of that general in the common cauſe, and of the 


regret for the loſs of an officer who has rendered ſuch conſtant and im- 
portant ſervices to his country. | 

Congreſs proceeded in the conſideration of the ſub ject under deben 
yeſterday, agreeably to the order of the day, but came to no reſolution 
thereon. 

— 
WEDNESDAY, January 29, 1788. 
Congress proceeded i in the conſideration of the ſubject under debate 


On motion of Mr. Rutledge, ſeconded by Mr. Bland, 
Resolved, That Congreſs be reſolved into a committee of the whole 


lic credit ; and that the motion before the houſe be referred to that 
committee. 

Resolved, That whenever the houſe is reſolved into a committee of 
the whole, the chairman of the committee be elected by ballot. 

The houſe was then reſolved into a committee of the whole, for the 
purpoſe above-mentioned. 

Mr. Carroll was elected to the chair. 

After ſome time the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carrol 


having come to a concluſion, deſire leave to ſit again to-morrow. 
Resolved, That to-morrow morning Congreſs be again reſolved in- 
to a committee of the whole, to conſider farther the moſt effecua 
means of reſtoring and ſupporting 2 credit. 
Fus Dar, Fanuary 30, 1783. 8 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Gorham, Mr. Fitz- 
ſimmons, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ramſay, to whom were referred the 


nia, of the 28th of Auguſt and 12th of November laſt, reported al 
anſwer, which was agreed to as follows: | 
The memorial of the 23th of Auguſt, ſtates, that their conſtituents 
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\bour under grievances, becauſe they are not enabled to ſettle their 
ccounts againſt the United States, and becauſe they cannot obtain 
ayment of the debts due to them by the public, nor receive intereſt 
1 loan-office certificates, dated ſubſequent to the month of February, 
778. Ir ſtates further, that apprehenſions had taken place, that the 
tereſt on certificates of a prior date, would be ſuſpended; that other 
ates made, and were making proviſion for aſcertaining and paying 
ndry debts due to their citizens, and that the ſuſpenſion of debts 
omplained of, was a material impediment to the collection of taxes; 
fter which follows a requeſt that Congreſs will be pleaſed to deviſe 
nd recommend ſuch general plan, as they ſhall think adequate and ef- 
cual, for ſettling and aſcertaining the unliquidated debts of the Uni- 
d States, and for paying the ſame, or atleaſt ſome part thereof, and al- 
for the regular and punctual payment of the intereſt on all the pub- 
c debts, as well on loan as otherwiſe, until the principal ſhall be final- 
diſcharged. | | FR | 
The ſubſequent memorial of the 12th of November, after referring 
rticularly to the former, and obſerving that the buſineſs was yet un- 
fected, declares the aſſembly to be deeply impreſſed with the abſo- 
te neceſſity, that ſpeedy and effectual meaſures be taken to afford re- 
ef to the public creditors, at leaſt fo far as to liquidate and aſcertain 
eir reſpective claims, and to ſecure to them the payment of the in- 
reſt due thereon, until the principal be diſcharged ; and then requeſts, 
nat Congreſs will be pleaſed to give them ſuch information as will en- 
ble the houſe to judge what ſteps it may be proper to take, in order to 
fford that effeQual relief to the public creditors in Pennſylvania, 
hich they conceive it to be their indiſpenſable duty to procure. 

On theſe memorials Congreſs remark, 
That the objects to which they relate, muſt neceſſarily depend on 
e compliances of the ſeveral ſtates with the requiſitions of Congreſs : 
That the intereſt payable by bills of exchange on loan-office certifi- 
Ates, continued until an expreſs declaration made to Congreſs, that 

ole who ſhould draw bills for that purpoſe, mult provide for the pay- 
tent of them: | „ „ 
That Congreſs are not informed of any ſtate which has taken ſepa- 
ate meaſures for fatisfying its own citizens who are public creditors ; 
nd that there does not appear a poſſibility of making ſuch a private 
id partial proviſion, becauſe the various certificates are principally 
ade payable to the bearer of them, and have been transferred and 
egociated. A proviſion for them by any ſtate, muſt therefore exclude _ 
e demands of many of its own citizens, or admit the demands of all: 
That the attempts to pay any of the paſt debts, would form ſo hea- 
a deduction from the greateſt revenue which can be raiſed, as would 
tally obſtruct all preſent ſervice. Wherefore, the proviſion to be 
"bo prelent, ought to be confined to the intereſt of the public 
ebts: . | | 
dhe That ſuch proviſion would afford eventual relief to the public cre- 
pla-: tors, and enable them to ſupport their ſhare of the public burthens, 
d n chout appropriating the whole revenue which can be drawn from 


people, to a payment of debts, and leaving thereby the public ſer- 
nents Vor, VIII. M 


Fitz- 
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vice unprovided for, which would involve the ruin of all ranks, whe. 
ther creditors or others: | | F a 
That Congreſs are and have long been deeply impreſſed with the 
abſolute neceſſity, that ſpeedy and effectual meaſures ſhould be taken, 
firſt, to liquidate and aſcertain the public debts, and ſecondly, to fe. 
cure the payment of the intereſt, until the principal could be diſcharged, 
as will appear from the following faQs : | 
That for the firſt of theſe eſſential objects, Congreſs had made pro- 
viſion by their acts of the 20th and 27th of February laſt, and hau 
reaſon to believe, from the information contained in a letter from 
the office of finance, dated the 3d of December following, and the re. 
port of a committee thereon (both which are annexed) that the plan 
adopted will ſpeedily be in an effeQual train of executien throughout 
the Umited States 3. „ | 
That the duty of five per cent. was recommended by Congreſs b 
early as the 3d of February, 1781 ; but after a delay of near two year 
Congreſs have the mortification to find, that one ſtate entirely refuſz 
its concurrence, that another has withdrawn its aſſent once given, a0 
that a third has returned no anſwers : : 8 
That when Congreſs received the determination of the ſtate d 
Rhode-Iſland on that ſubject, they reſolved to ſend a ſolemn de put. 
tion to that ſtate, to induce a re-conſideration of the meaſure. At 
the moment when the committee where about to depart, intelligent 
was received that Virginia had repealed the act formerly paſſed u 
that recommendation, which has placed the buſineſs on a new ground 
and compelled Congreſs to take it up in a more extenſive view. 
The inability of Congreſs to perform the engagements taken vil 
the public creditors will readily appear, when it is conſidered how dt 
fective have been the compliances of the ſtates, in every period d 
the war. OE | ; | OY | os 
Without recurring to details previous to the year 1782, it will k 
ſufficient to ſtate the ſituation of the finances for that year, which i 
as follows: Congreſs, by their reſolution of the 30th of Oobet 
1781, demanded 8, 000, 000 of dollars for the ſervice of the enſuiny 
year. Without noticing the leſſer neglects of their requiſition, tit 
annexed accountwill ſhew, that only 420,03122 have been receive 
The preciſe ſtate of monies in Europe cannot be aſcertained, uni 
the final ſettlement of the accounts there; becauſe the bills drawn # 
Spain and Holland, having been finally paid, and made payable! 
France, the ſum in livres of thoſe which remained due at the cloſe a 
the year 1781, and which had been drawn in guilders and dollars, mul 
depend on the different exchanges between Amſterdam, Madrid and 
Paris. But, according to the beſt accounts which can be obtain 
the anticipations made in the funds for the year 1782, amounted* 
the cloſe of 1781, to 4,000,000 of livres. For the ſervice of thi 
_ year, his moſt Chriſtian majeſty lent the United States 6,000,000 lin 
In addition thereto, Mr. Adams opened a loan in Holland, ji 


| ates 
10,000,000 of livres, but, by the laſt accounts from him, he had 0b omm 
tained only 3,000,000 ; ſo that the whole ſum borrowed for the Je 


: he le 
1782, being 9,000,000, there remained, after deducting the anti. or 


vill c 


tions, only 5,000, 000, which, according to the courſe of exchange 


which has prevailed, will amount to 833,33339 dollars. 


By the annexed account of the receipts and expenditures for the 
year 1781, it appears, that there were in the treaſury, at the com- 
mencement of the year 1782, 292,45355 dollars; ſo that the whole 
amount of the ſums, which Congreſs have had to carry on the public 
zuſineſs for the year 1782, is no more than 1,545,81839 dollars. | 

From the annexed eſtimates it will appear, that the pay of the 
\merican army, according to the preſent reduced eſtabliſhment, 


amounts to N PR __ 3,038,795382ths, 
That the clothing amounts to 5 1,165,263 
hat the rations, beſides thoſe iſſuable 1. 1,509,552 
priſoners, amount to g 
65, 713,6 103 fchs. 


So that the three branches of feeding, clothing, and paying the army 
n its preſent eſtabliſhment, would amount to 5,713,610 tchs, with- 
ut entering into the other branches of ſervice, or conſidering the ne- 
eſſity of tents, firing, camp- utenſils, horſes, carriages, forage, military- 
ores, hoſpital, and the like. „ . 

The incompetency of the revenue will appear from a compariſon of 


Wt with the ſums neceſſary for feeding and clothing the army, which 


ervices alone amount to above 2,500,000 dollars. And what muſt 
place the matter in a ſtill more ſtriking point of view, is, that the whole 
um, which Congreſs could command, was not ſufficient to pay the in- 
ereſt then due on the public debts. Every circumſtance therefore, which 
as hitherto retarded the meaſures which Congreſs have adopted for 
aking proviſion for the public debts, has increaſed the neceſſity of 
aking fach a proviſion, And therefore, notwithſtanding the diſcou- 
aging obſtacles they have hitherto encountered, they conceive it a duty 
0 themſelves, and to their conſtituents, to perſevere in their inten- 
ions, and to renew and extend their endeavours to procure the eſtab. 
ihment of revenues equal to the purpoſe of funding all the debts of 
be United States. And they think it proper to inform the aſſembly of 
Fennſylvania, that this ſubje& is now before them, under ſolemn deli. 
eration, and that the ready and early compliance of the legiſlature 
i Pennſylvania, with the recommendation of the 3d of February, 
1781, aſſures Congreſs of the vigorous ſupport of that ſlate. 
Among the ſteps taken by Congreſs to ſecure the debts incurred 
lor the common defence, they muſt not omit to mention the recom- 
endation of the 6th of September, 1780, for a ceſſion of part of the 
veſtern territory, claimed by particular ſtates. In conſequence thereof 
New-York has made a ceſſion accepted by Congreſs, the nature of 
hich will appear by the act herewith communicated. ED 1 5 
Virginia and Conne gicut have alſo made ceſſions, the acceptance of 
hich have been hitherto delayed by peculiar circumſtances. Other 
ates claiming weſtern territory, have not yet complied with the re- 
ommendation. Congreſs cannot help calling. the ſerious attention of 
he legiſlature of Pennſylvania, to that ſubjeA, which they conſider 
as of importance, not only as it may effect the public credit, but as it 
ill contribute to give general ſatisfaction to the members of the union. 
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They in tend alſo to rene w their inſtances with the other ſtates, on th 
ſame occaſion, — > — 


FRipar, January 31, 1783. W., 

A grand committee, conſiſting of a member from each ſtate, to whon 12 
was referred the report of a committee on the mode of eſtimating the p 
value of lands in the United States, with the buildings and improve. W 
ments thereon, for the purpoſe mentioned in the articles of confeden fe 


tion ; brought in a report, and the ſame being read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of the whole. 

Congreſs was then reſolved into a committee of the whole, and afte 
ſome time the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reporteh 
that the committee of the whole have had under their farther confide 
ration the ſubjeQs referred to them, and have made ſome progreſs, bu 
not having come to a concluſion, deſire leave to fit again on Mondi 

. That leave be granted. 

 TUESDAT;. Form 4, 1783, 
Mr. Samuel Holten, a delegate for the ſtate of Maffachuſetts, at 


| tended, and produced his credentials, by which it appears, that on . ot 
4th of October, 1782, he was appointed a delegate to repreſent thi de 
commonwealth until the 5th day of November, 1783, _ ſt 
Congreſs was reſolved into a committee of the whole, and after ſom ſy 
time the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, th 01 
the committee had conſidered farther the ſubjects referred to they | 
and de ſire leave to fit again: a1 
e That leave be granted, m 
— 2 — ſt; 
 Wezpnszspar, February 5, 1783. pt 
On motion of Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Izard, ſt; 
Resolved, That it be a role of this houſe, that in a committee d in 
the whole, the vote on every queſtion which ſhall come before tit re 
committee of the whole, ſhall be taken by ſtates. Ve 
Congreſs was reſolved into a committee of the whole, and afit af 
ſome time the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr, Carroll reporteh ea 
that the committee had taken under their further conſideration tf 01 
ſeveral matters referred to them, and have come to ſundry reſolution ſu 
which he was ordered to report; but that the committee, not havig gt 
come to a concluſion, defire leave to ſit again: q 


Ordered, That the committee have leave to fit again. 
The reſolutions reported from the committee of the whole, bein! ti 


55 received and read. da 

Ordered, That they be taken into 1 to-morrow. al 

| — 22 m 

5  TauRSDAT, February 6, 1783. tu 

Mr. John Francis Mercer, a delegate for the commonwealth , el 

Virginia, attended, and produced his credentials, by which it appeal Pr 

that on the 18th of December, 1782, he was elected in the room 0 ag 
Edmund Randolph, Eſq; reſigned, to repreſent that ſtate until the fit 

Monday in November next. m 

According to order, the report of the committee of the whole v fic 


taken into conſideration, and a propoſition reported from the col 
mittee, being amended to read as follows ; 
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e Whereas by the articles of confederation and perpetual union, it 
is agreed and declared, that the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, 
- ſhall have authority to aſcertain the neceſſary ſums of money to be 


raiſed for the ſervice of the United States, and to appropriate and ap- 


ply the ſame for defraying the public expenſes ; that all charges of 
war and all other expenſes that ſhall be incurred for the common de- 


fence or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congreſs 


aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a common treaſury, which ſhall be 
ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates, in proportion to the value of all land 
within each ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon, as ſuch land, 
and the buildings and improvements thereon, ſhall be eſtimated ac- 
cording to ſuch mode as the United States in Congreſs aſſembled 
ſhall, from time to time, direct and apppoint ; and that the taxes for 
paying that proportion, ſhall be laid and levied by the authority and 


direction of the legiſlature of the ſeveral ſtates, within the time agreed 


on by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled. _ | 
In order that the treaſury of the United States may be ſupplied in 


the manner above-mentioned, for defraying all the charges of war and 
other expenſes which have been or ſhall be incurred for the common 


defence or general welfare, and allowed by Congreſs, and that each 


ſtate may have due credit, according to the principle aforeſaid, for the 
ſums of money which it has furniſhed on the requiſitions of Congreſs, 


or for the ſervice of the United States : ED 5 
Resolved, That the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates be, and they 


are hereby required to paſs laws, with ſuch clauſes and proviſions as 


may be neceſſary and effectual, for forming or dividing their reſpective 
ſtates into ſuch diſtricts as they may judge moſt convenient and pro- 


per, to procure an accurate eſtimate of the value of all lands in ſuch 
ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon, and of the buildings and 
improvements thereon, appointing commiſſioners, principal freeholders, 


reſident in the diſtrict, where the land to be valued lies, to obtain ſuch 


valuation; and directing that the ſaid commiſſioners take an oath or 
affirmation, faithfully to execute the duties enjoined on them, that in 
each diſtrict, they return to the executive authority of the ſtate, a liſt 
or ſchedule of the names of the reſpective owners of all the land in 


ſuch diſtrict, which at the time of taking ſuch liſt ſhall have been 
granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon, together with an account of the 


quantity of ſuch land, and of the value in ſpecie dollars of the ſame, 
and of the buildings and improvements thereon ; and that the execu- | 


tive authority of the ſtate tranſmit to Congreſs, on or before the firſt 


day of January next, returns of the quantity of land in each diſtri, 
and of the value of the ſaid land, and of the buildings and improve- 


ments thereon, together with copies of the laws paſſed by the legiſla- 
ture for the purpoſe aforeſaid, in order that Congreſs may examine ſuch 


eſtimates, and if they ſhall be approved of by them, that they may 


proceed to make ſuch requiſitions upon the reſpective ſtates, as ſhall be 
agreeable to the articles of confederation.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Fitzſim- 
mons, to poſtpone the reſolution before the houſe, and to take into con- 
ſideration the following motion: 


Whereas the carrying into execution the 8th article of the confe- 
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deration, relative to a valuation of land, for aſcertaining the quotas 
of each ſtate towards the general expenſe, i in a manner conſiſtent with 
juſtice to all the members of the union, and with ſuch accuracy as the 
importance of the ſubje& demands, will neceſſarily be attended with 
very conſiderable expenſe, to which the preſent ſtate of the public finan. 
ces is inadequate : and whereas in a matter ſo fundamental in the con. 
federation, it is efſential to the harmony and welfare of the United 
States, that the ſaid article ſhould be carried into effect with great 
care, circumſpeCtion and impartiality, and a ſhort delay will be much 
leſs pernicious than a defective execution; therefore, 

Resolved, That Congreſs are under a neceſſity of deferring the at. 
tempt, to a period when the ſituation of the finances of the United 
States will admit of the neceſſary expenſe for effecting the object with as 
much preciſion and equity as poſſible; and that they will then proceed 
do ſuch valuation, by commiſſioners appointed by them and acting under 
their authority, upon principles uniform throughout the United States: 
that when this valuation is complete, Congreſs will finally adjuſt the 


5 accounts of the United States with the ſtates ſeparately, agreeable to 


that ſtandard, making equitable abatements to ſuch ſtates as have been 
more immediate ſufferers by the war; and in the mean time will ad. 
here, in the temporary adjuſtment of thoſe accounts, to the proportions 
eſtabliſhed, from time to time, by the ſeveral requiſitions of Congreſs; 
that, for the information of Congreſs, in forming an eventual plan, 
thoſe ſtates which have already made valuations of their lands reſpec- 
tively, be requeſted to tranſmit to Congreſs the amount of ſuch valu- 
ations, with an explanation of the e on which they have been 
made.“ 

A diviſion was called for, and on the general af to poſtpone 
the conſideration of the reſolution before the houſe, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Hamilton, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman 
e Mr. Wbit 55 2 2 divided 
Mas sacbusetts, Mr. Holten, no 
5 Mr. Os good, He 
Mr. Gorbam, no] 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay > & 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, Po” 
Mr. Dyer, — ee. 
_ New-York, Mr. Floyd, - ay 
Tn Mr. Hamilton, Zi * 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
2 Mr. Condict, 
8 Mr. Elmer, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 4 1 
; Mr. Wilson, ay 
Mr. Montgomery, > 


Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 


Virginia, Mr. Jones, 3 
Mr. Madison, ay 

: | Mr. Bland, nv 
Mr. Mercer, ay 
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Mortb - Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no? | 
5 Mr. Williamson, 21 ro F 
South- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
e Mr. Ramsay, no. 

Mr. 1zard, no (9 
Mr. Gervais, No 
So the queſtion 1 was loſt. - 


On the queſtion to agree to the reſolution, the FS. and nays be- 
ing required by Mr. Gervais, 


 New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, 6 455, 
e ir , ee. 
| Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, oy} | 
| 8 Mr. Os good, 42 
| | Mr. Gorham, ay 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, vt oY 
: 15 5 Mr. Dyer, ay * 

. New-York, Mr. Floyd, 1 
) „ Mr. Hamilton, c * Wy 
1  New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, 1 | 
5 „ : Mr. Condict, no pay 
$ 1 Mr. Elmer, ay 
; Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, _ _ 
y „ Mr. Wilson, No 
4 Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no > * 
- Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay 
n 5 Mr. Madison, no bio ided 
Mr. Bland, ay . l 
e „% Mr. Mercer, "7 1980 
5  North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ot, 
5 „ Mr. Pilliamson, ay 1 
Soutb- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
: Mr. Ramsay, 4 
Mr. Izard, ay OY 
Mr. Gervais, 5 . 


30 the queſtion | was loſt. 
| . | > tis 7, 1783. 
on motion of Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Peters, 
Resolved, That the reſolution reported by the committee of the 
Whole, which was under debate yeſterday, and on which a queſtion 
was taken and loſt, be re-conſidered and re-committed, | 
Congreſs was then reſolved into a committee of the whole, and af. 
ter ſome time the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll re- 
ported, that the committee have taken into conſideration the ſubje& 
referred to them, but not having come to a concluſion, deſire leave to 
lit again: 
Ordered, That leave be granted. 
— 2 
SATURDAT, February 8, 1783, 
Congreſs Was reſolved | into a committee of the whole, and after ſome 
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time the preſident reſumed the n and Mr. Carroll reported, that 
the committee have farther conſidered the fubject referred to them, 
and made ſome progreſs, but not bann come to a concluſion, defire 
leave to fit again: 

Ordered, T hat leave be granted. 

' Monpar, February 10, 1783. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Fitzſimmons, Mr, Ellſworth, 
Mr. Gervais, Mr. Gorham and Mr. Hamilton, to whom were referred 
reſolutions of the general afſembly of the commonwealth of Virginia, 
dated the 28th day of December, 1782, reſpecting the ſhipment of a 
quantity of tobacco, under paſſports granted by the lecretary of Con. 
greſs; report, 

« That having made the neceſſary enquiries, they find that Ca 
greſs, by their act of the 11th of February, 1782, empowered their 
ſecretary to grant letters of paſſport and ſafe conduct for the exporta- 
tion of tobacco to New-York, on the conditions and under the limita- 
tions which, to the ſaid ſecretary and to the ſuperintendant of the 
finances of the United States, ſhould appear moſt proper and beneficial 
to the ſaid ſtates, being conſiſtent with the capitulation of Vork; and 
provided that permiſſions were not given for the exportation of tobac- 
co beyond the produce of the ſales of the goods under the ſaid capi- 
tulation : that in purſuance of this act, the ſuperintendant of finance 
entered into an agreement with a certain George Eddy, agent for the 
merchants, capitulants aforeſaid, in the firſt inſtance, for the exporta- 
tion of 685 hogſheads of tobacco, for the produce of ſales of goods, 
amounting to 24,000 dollars, under conditions highly advantageous 
to the United States: that a ſecond agreement was made between 
the ſaid ſuperintendant of finance and the aforeſaid George Eddy, for 

tobacco, to the amount of 20,000 dollars, under terms ſubſtantially 
the ſame as the former, except that the ſuperintendant declined taking 
any direction of purchaſe of the latter, for reaſons affigned to this 
committee : that in conſequence of theſe agreements, the ſecretary of 
Congreſs forwarded to Mr. Daniel Clark, the agent appointed by the 
ſuperintendant, paſſports for the cargoes of two ſhips, called the Fame 
and New-York, with directions to fill up the exact quantity of tobacco 
ſhipped in each, and to procure documents to ſhew that the quantity 
| ſhipped did not amount to more than the ſums ſtated to have ariſen 
from ſales of goods under the aforeſaid capitulation, which amounted 
to 44,0374 dollars: that it appears by the reſolutions of the general 
aſfembly of Virginia, that the whole quantity of tobacco ſhipped un- 
der thoſe paſſports, amounted to 905 hogſheads of tobacco, weighing 
989,588 pounds, and that taking the aforeſaid ſum of 44, 0374 dollars, 
it appears there is not ſo much tobacco ſhipped as the ſales would 
warrant, the average value for each hogſhead amounting to 4845 dol- 
lars. Upon the whole of this buſineſs, therefore, the committee art 
of opinion, that the conduct of the ſuperintendant of finance, and of 


the ſecretary of Congreſs, was in all reſpects conformable t to the re- 
ſolution of this houſe, under which they acted” | 


Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid* report. | 
On the report of the ſame committee to whom was referred a relo- 
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lution of the general aſſembly aforeſaid, reſpecting inſtructions to the 
commiſſioner appointed to ſettle the accounts of that ſtate with the 
United States: 5 1 8 | | 3 
Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to inſtruct 
the commiſſioner appointed to ſettle the accounts of the ſtate. of Vir- 
ginia, with the United States, to receive ſuch proofs as ſhall be exhi- 
hited to him inſtead of the vouchers which have been loſt or deſtroyed 
in conſequence of the invaſion of the ſaid ſtate ; and that he ſhall tranſ- 
mit to the ſuperintendant a ſpecial report upon all ſuch charges, which 
report ſhall be ſubmitted to Congreſs to be finally decided on. 
W Congreſs was then reſolved into a committee of the whole, and 
E-fter fome time the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll re- 
vorted, that the committee have further conſidered the ſubje& refer- 
red to them, and have come to ſundry reſolutions, which he was or- 
ered to report, but not having come to a concluſion, they defire leave 
bs hit again 2-0 PET 8 
Ordered, That leave be granted. 


Toxspar, February 11, 1783. 
Congreſs took into conſideration the report from the committee of 
he whole, and ſundry amendments and additions being made thereto: 


Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: | 
The members, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Gorham and Mr. Gilman. 


— 7 — 
WEDNESDAY, February 12, 1783, 


Congreſs took into conſideration, a propoſition reported by the com- 
mittee of the whole, in the words following: © That it is the opinion 
of Congreſs that the eſtabliſhment of permanent and adequate funds on 
taxes or duties, which ſhall operate generally, and on the whole in 
jult proportion throughout the United States, are indiſpenſably ne- 
ſary towards doing complete juſtice to the public creditors, for re- 
Woring public credit and for providing for the future exigencies of the 
var.“ bo | » 
On the queſtion to agree to this propoſition, the yeas and nays being 

required by Mr. Wilſon, F OE 


ed New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, 2 2 
ral oe, | Mr. White, we * 
yy Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay : 
3 | Nb q 3 TD Mr. Gorham, | v1 Y | 
; Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, 1 
ad 5 N | Mr. Arnold, | Ve divided. 
ol- Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, oy 
* „ Mr. Dyer, oF . 
0 New-York, | Mr. Floyd, ay. 
res 2. Mr. Hamilton, | 25 * 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, "5 We 
go „ Mr. Elmer, ay F ay 
| Mr. Condict, ay ) 


Vol. VIII. N 
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Pennsylvania, 


Mr. 


\ 


Miflin, ay! 
Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay| 
Mr. Pilson, ay ay 
Mr. Montgomery, ay 
Mr. Peters, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay > * 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay 
Mr. Madison, y | idea 
Mr. Lee, EY edits): 
. hol 5 Mr. Mercer, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, - 6 
8 Mr. Williamson, Jr; Om. 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
See Mr. Ramsay, ay 
Mr. Izard, ay eo 
Mr. Gervais, no | 


So it was reſolved in the afhrmative. | . ES 

Congreſs was then reſolved into a committee of the whole, to cop 
ſider farther the means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, an 
of obtaining from the ſtates ſubſtantial funds for funding the whol 
debt of the United States, and after ſome time the preſident reſume 
the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have conſider 
ed the ſubjects referred to them, but not having come to a concluſiay 
defire leave to fit again to-morrow : ED | 

Ordered, That leave be granted, 

| Fripar, February 14, 1788. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the committt 
of the whole, with the amendments and additions, brought in a reporh 
which was taken into conſideration, and the following paragraph beuy 
under debate, viz. © That the legiſlature of each ſtate be, and they ar 
| hereby alſo required to cauſe the ſaid account to be tranſmitted al 
delivered to Congreſs, on or before the firſt day of January next, tog 
ther with the name of ſuch perſon as the ſaid legiſlature ſhall choolt 
to be a commiſſioner for eſtimating the value of all the lands in eat 
of the United States, granted to or ſurveyed for every perſon, andi 
the buildings and improvements thereon,” 
A motion was made by Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Gervais, to po 
pone the propolition under debate, in order to take up the followi!f 
_ Propoſition, to wit: JV 
„ That the ſeveral ſtates in the union be deſired to make returns“ 

Congreſs, on or before the firſt day of January, 1784, of the value a 
all lands within their reſpective juriſdictions, and of the buildings and 
improvements on ſuch lands, agreeable to the 8th article of the confe- 
deration, the valuation to be made by commiſſioners appointed i 
the ſeveral ſtates, and acting on oath ; and if either Congreſs or 4 
ſtate in which the valuation was made, ſhall be diſſatisfied with it, tl 
return fhall undergo a reviſion by a court of commiſſioners, choſen ® 
conſtituted as nearly as the caſe will admit, according to the 9th a 


= = * confederation, and the ſentence of ſuch commiſſioners ſu 
e final.“ | | COTS e 5 


F 


hei 
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A diviſion of the queſtion was called, ſo that the firſt queſtion may 
be for poſtponing generally : on this a queſtion of order was moved in 
the words following : 

When a motion is made by a member to poſtpone a propoſition be- 
fore the houſe, in order to take up another which he reads in his place, 
is it in order to call for a diviſion of ſuch motion??? 

On this queſtion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gilman, 


 New-Ham Shire, Mr. Gilman, 
i Mr. White, — insg. 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 
5 1 Mr. Gorbam, 
Rhode-1sland, Mr. Collins, 
| | Mr. Arnold, 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, 
i 5 Mr. Dyer, 
New-York, Mr. Noyd, 
„„ | Mr. Hamilton, 
 New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
SE Mr. Elmer, 
Mr. Condict, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, 
8 Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
5 Mr. Montgomery, 
Naryland, Mr. Carroll, 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 
„ Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Lee, 
| Mr. Mercer, 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
3 | | Mr. Williamson, 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, 
vs Mr. Ramsay, 
Mr. 1zard, 
Mr. Gervazrs, 


So it paſſed i in the negative. 
On the queſtion to agree to Mr. Lee” 8 motion, the yeas and nay 8 
being required by Mr. Lee, 


Nev.-Ham Shire, MI. Gilman, 
7 , Mr. White, | by bee. 
Massachusetts, VMI. Holten, 
3535 Mr. Gorbam, 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, 
555 Mr. Arnold, 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, 
8 Mr. Dyer, 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, © 
. 355 Mr. Hamilton, 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinet, 
SY Mr. Elmer, 
Mr. Condict, 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, no 
+ Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay | 
Mr. Wrilson, ww 
Mr. Montgomery, no } 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no g 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, no! 
e Mr. Madison, no 
Mr. Bland, no pno 
Mr. Lee, ay 
. Mr. Mercer, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 25 A 
. 8 Mr. Williamson, ay) 7 
Soutb- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no | 
Mr. Ramsay, nol, 
Mr. Jzard, no { 
Mr. Gervais, ay 


So it paſſed in the negative. 
| | Monpar, February 17, 1783. 

_ Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
on the report of the committee of the whole, and the proceedings df 
the houſe conſequent thereto ; and the ſame being debated by pars 
graphs to read as follows: „ 

% Whereas by the articles of confederation and perpetual union, it 
is agreed and declared that all charges of war and all other expenſe 
for the common defence or general welfare, allowed by the United 
States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a common tres. 
_ Jury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion to the 
value of all land within each ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed for any per- 
ſon, as ſuch land and the buildings and improvements thereon, ſhall be 
» eſtimated according to ſuch mode as the United States in Congrels 
aſſembled ſhall, from time to time, direct and appoint : nn 

Resolved, That the legiſlature of each ſtate be, and they are hereby 
required to take ſuch meaſures as ſhall be moſt effectual for obtaining 
a Juſt and accurate account of the quantity of land in ſuch ſtate, grant- 
ed to or ſurveyed for any perſon, the number of buildings thereon, 
diſtinguiſhing dwelling houſes from other buildings, and the number 
of its inhabitants, diſtinguiſhing white from black: that the legiſlature 
of each ſtate be, and they are hereby alſo required t6 cauſe the faid 
account to be tranſmitted and delivered to Congreſs on or before the 
1ſt day of January next, together with the name of ſuch perſon as the 
aid legiſlature ſhall chooſe to be a commiſſioner for eſtimating the va- 

lue of all the lands in each of the United States, granted to or ſurvey- 
ed for any perſon, and of the buildings and improvements thereon: 
that Congreſs will, on the 2d day of January next, nominate by bal- 
lot, a commiſſioner for every ſtate which ſhall fail to nominate one, ol 


whoſe commiſſioner ſhall not attend Congreſs on the ſaid 11} day of 


January: that a commiſſion ſhall thereupon be iſſued by Congrels to 
the perſons ſo nominated, authorizing and empowering them, or any 
nine of them, concurring in opinion, to was" a juſt and true eſtimate 
of the value of all the lands in each of the United States, granted to 


puts mi wh bY ob „ a 


— <0 


ii 
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or ſurveyed for any perſon, and of the buildings and improvements 
thereon ; and to return ſuch eſtimate to Congreſs, to be ſubject to 
their examination and approbation : that the ſaid eſtimate, when ap- 
proved by Congreſs, ſhall be a rule for adjuſting all accounts between 
the United States and the individual ſtates; that is, that each ſtate 
W ſhall be debited for its juſt quota or proportion, on the principle afore- 
ſaid, of the money theretofore advanced or paid, and of the amount in 
value of the ſupplies furniſhed by all the ſtates for the ſervice of the 
United States, and credited for the money advanced, and the amount 
W in value of the ſupplies furniſhed by ſuch ſtate for the ſervice of the 
W United States : that the ſaid eſtimate ſhall operate for a term not ex- 
ceeding five years, as a rule for apportioning on the ſeveral ſtates the 
ſums which Congreſs ſhall, from time to time, deem neceſſary and re- 
quiſite to be raiſed for ſupporting the public credit and contingent ex- 
penſes; and that the money which ſhall be paid, from time to time, 
by any ſtate into the continental treaſury, on account of ſuch quota 


or apportionment, be duly paſſed to the credit of ſuch ſtate, on the ſaid 
account. | 


On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 


by Mr. Bland, 


Mr. 


| -New- Hampshire, Gilman, ay? 
„ : Mr. White, ag? 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay? . 
. 5 Mr. Gorham, | 4 oy 
e3 Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, nod 1:14 
ed Mr. Arnold, : e 
4 Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, OT 
. . e 0 þ divided, 
. New-York, Mr. Floyd, no 
1 Mr. Hamilton, at 1 
ls New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
| Mr. Elmer, ay no 
| | Mr. Condict, 20 | 
ng Pennsyloania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, | 5 
nt- 8 Mr. Montgomery, ay > ay 
on, Mr. Peters, ay. 
ber Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no > * 
ure Virginia, Mr. Fones, ö 
a Sj fm Mr. Madison, 2 TS 
Mr. Bland, _ ay Say 
Mr. Lee, no. 
b TU eo RI CS Mr. Mercer, 0 
ey North. Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay - 
on: | Mr. Williamson, 4. 7 
bal-  South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay} 
, Of Mr. Izard, 42 
Mr. Gervais, ay} 


So the queſtion was loſt. 


A motion was then made by 


i the words following: 


Mr. Dyer, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, 
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% Whereas by the 8th article of the confederation and perpetual 


union, it is agreed and declared, that all charges of war and all other 


expenſes, for the common defence or general welfare, allowed by the 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a com. 
mon treaſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates, in proper. 


tion to the value of all land within each ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed 


for any perſon, as ſuch land and the buildings and improvements there. 
on, ſhall be eſtimated according to ſuch mode as the United States in 
Congreſs aſſembled ſhall, from time to time, direct and appoint, 
Resolved, That the legiſlature of each ſtate be, and they are here. 
by required, to take ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear to them moſt ef. 
fectual for obtaining a juſt and accurate account of the quantity of 
land in ſuch ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon, the number 
of buildings thereon, diſtinguiſhing dwelling houſes from other build. 


ings, and the number of its inhabitants, diſtinguithing white fron 
black. That the legiſlature of each ſtate be, and they are hereby al. 
ſo required to cauſe the ſaid account to be tranſmitted and delivered 


to Congreſs, on or before the firſt day of March, 1784, and that Con. 


greſs will, on the ſecond day of March, 1784, or at their next fitting 
thereafter, appoint a grand committee, conſiſting of a member preſent 


from each ſtate, to take into their conſideration the ſaid returns, ary 
nine of whom concurring ſhall make a juſt and true eſtimate of the vs 


lue of all the lands in each of the United States, granted to or {ur 


veyed for any perſon, and of the buildings and improvements thereon, 


and ſhall report ſuch eſtimate to Congreſs, to be ſubject only to their 


approbation or rejection. That the ſaid eſtimate, when approved h 


_ Congreſs, ſball be a rule for adjuſting all accounts between the Uni 


ted States, and the individual ſtates, that is, each ſtate ſhall be deb. 
ted for its juſt quota or proportion, on the principle aforeſaid, of tht 
money theretofore advanced or paid, and of the amount in value d 
the ſupplies furniſhed by all the ſtates for the ſervice of the United 


States, and credited for the money advanced and the amount in valut 


of the ſupplies furniſhed by ſuch ſtate, for the ſervice of the United 
States. That the ſaid eſtimate ſhall operate for a term, not exceeding 


five years, as a rule for apportioning on the ſeveral ſtates the ſum 


which Congreſs ſhall, from time to time, deem neceſſary, and requir 
to be raiſed for ſupporting the public credit and contingent expenſes 


and that the money which ſhall be paid, from time to time, by af 
ſtate into the continental treaſury, on account of ſuch quota or aþ 
n {hall be duly paſſed to the credit of ſuch ſtate on tl 


faid account.“ 


On the queſtion to agree to the ſaid motion, the yeas and nays be. 


ing required by Mr. Bland, Sy 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, 6 2 
. Mr. White, 2 2 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, BY, > 
| Mr. Gorham, 8 * 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, ay 

Mr. Arnold, 21 * 

Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, ay e 
Mr. Dyer, 4, WY 
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New-York, Mr. Floyd, no 


Mr. Hamilton, 5 my 
 New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
Mr. Elmer, ” 
: Mr. Condict, ay) 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
© EVE: Mr. Montgomery, 5 to 
: | Mr. Peters, ay} 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no > * 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 9 
N Mr. Madison, no 
Mr. Bland, ay Cay 
Mr. Lee, no- 
Mr. Mercer, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay? , 
5 5 . e Mr. Williamson, 2 7 
South-Carol ina, Mr. Rutledge, ay) 
e Mr. Izard, ay Cay 
Mr. Gervais, q: 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, 


{ure Tos Dar, February 18, 1783. 

eol, Congreſs was reſolved into a committee of the whole, to conſider 
hen e farther the means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, and of 
ah obtaining from the ftates ſubſtantial funds for funding the whole debt 
Un of the United States, and after ſome time the preſident reſumed the 
deb. chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have taken into 
f the their further conſideration the ſubject referred to them, and have come 
ue o ſundry reſolutions which he was directed to report, but that not 
nite! having come to a concluſion, deſire leave to fit again: 
valut Ordered, That leave be granted. t. 

nited On motion of Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Hamilton : 
eding Ordered, That the ſuperintendant of finance lay before Congreſs 
um i an eſtimate of the principle of the public debt to the firſt day of 
equi I January, 1783, ſpecifying the foreign debt, the pay due to the army, 
enſey i che debt due on loan-office certificates, the debt due on liquidated ac- 
y a counts for which certificates are iſſued, and alſo the ſuppoſed amount 
or of the unliquidated debt. | „ 


on the On motion of the delegates from Connecticut, in purſuance of an 


inſtruction from the legiſlature of their ſtate: 


ys be Ordered, That the ſuperintendant of the finances, agent of marine, 
the ſecretary at war, and the ſecretary for foreign affairs, as it ſhall | 
relate to their reſpective offices, lay before Congreſs an account of 


the names and titles of all officers and others employed in the civil 
lit department, and in the civil and military ſtaff; and alſo, of all 
miniſters however denominated, which are employed abroad, under 
the authority of the United States, ſpecifying in what ſtate or king- 


om ſuch officers reſide, and alſo, what pay or ſalary is annexed to 
each of their reſpective offices, and likewiſe an account of all grants 


of half. pay and of any gratuity or ſum of money or allowance for ex- 


* - 
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penſes, or for any other matter to any officers or others, for paſt ſer. 
vices, which are not included in their pay eſtabliſhment, 
. — 7 Cl_—_—_— 
Tus Dar, February 20, 1783. 
Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee of the 
whole; and having ſpent ſome time thereon, 
The houſe was again reſolved into a committee of the whole, to 


_ conſider farther the means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, 
and of obtaining from the ſtates ſubſtantial funds for funding the 


whole debt of the United States, and after ſome time the preſident 


reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have 
conſidered farther the ſubject referred to them, but not having come 
to a concluſion, defire leave to fit again: 


Ordered, That leave be granted. 

The affiſtant ſecretary at war having reported to Congreſs the re. 
ſult of his enquiry, reſpecting the goods imported in the ſhip Amazon, 
for the uſe of Britiſh and German priſoners of war, accompanied with 
a report of the commiſſioners appointed purſuant | to the reſolutions of 


the 24th of January laſt : 


Resolved, That it does not appear to Congreſs that any abuſe ha 
been made of the paſſport granted by the commander in chief, for the 
roteCtion of clothing and other neceffaries ſent from New-York in 


the ſhip AR for the uſe of the Britiſh and German prilonees of 


Wars 

Regolved, That the goods imported it in the ſaid ſhip Asset and 
dental in the returns laid before Congreſs by the aſſiſtant ſecrets- 
ry at war, are fully covered and protected by the ſaid paſſport, and 
ought to be ſent with all expedition, and without any let or hindrance, 
to the priſoners for whoſe uſe they were deſigned. 

—— > 2 — 
Fuba, February 21, 1783. 5 
'On motion of Mr. Rutledge, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 
Resolved, That it he recommended to the ſtates of Delaware, Mr 


ryland and Georgia, to ſend delegates immediately to Congreſs, and 


to each ſtate in the union, to keep up a conſtant repreſentation. 

On a report from the war- office, on a motion of Mr. Gilman refer- 
red, Congreſs came to the following refolution : 

Whereas ſundry officers in the army of the United States, have been 
taken from the line to act in the departments of the general ſtaff, and 
are entitled to additional pay in conſequence thereof : 


Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the ſeverd 


ſtates, to whom ſuch officers reſpeCtively belong, to adjuſt and diſcharge- 
on account of the United States, the deficiencies on the additional pay 
to which they are entitled by the reſolutions of Congreſs, in the {ame 
manner, and to the ſame time they ſettle their accounts as officers in 
the line. 

Congreſs was reſolved into a committee of the whole, to conſider 
further the means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, and of ob- 
taining from the ſtates ſubſtantial funds for funding the whole debt of 
the United States, and after ſome time the preſident reſumed the chal 
and Mr, Carroll reported, that the | committee have taken into copli- 
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deration the ſubject referred to them, and are of opinion, that the com- 
mittee of the whole be diſcharged, and the buſineſs referred to a ſpe- 
eial committee: 2 = 55 | 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

Ordered, That the committee conſiſt of five. 

On motion of Mr. Ramſay, ſeconded by Mr. Izard: _ 

Whereas the paſſport granted by. the commander in chief to the 
ſhip Amazon, extended only to Wilmington, in the ſtate of Delaware, 
and the ſaid ſhip being appointed to carry home ſundry citizens of 
South-Carolina now in Philadelphia, who were exiled from Charleſ- 
nnr N . 8 4 . 

Resolved, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby authorized 
and directed, to give a paſſport and ſafe conduct to the ſaid ſhip Ama- 
zon, to proceed from Wilmington to Philadelphia, there to take on 
board the ſaid exiled citizens, with their ſervants and effects, and to 
proceed with them to Charleſtown, or any other port in the ſtate of 
South-Carolina. e 5 

Nyssnbar, February 25, 17838. 8 

Mr. William Hemſley, a delegate for the ſtate of Maryland, at- 
tended, and produced his credentials, by which it appears, that he is 
choſen a delegate to Congreſs for that ſtate for the preſent year. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr. Fitzſimmons, Mr. 
Gervais, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Wilſon, to whom were referred two 
paragraphs of the report of the grand committee, on a memorial from 
the officers of the army, having reported, „ 

“That ſuch officers as are now in ſervice, and continue therein to 
the end of the war, ſhall be entitled to receive the ſum of years 
full pay, in money or ſecurities on intereſt at ſix per cent. per annum, 
inſtead of the half-pay promiſed for life, by the reſolution of the 21ſt 
of October, 1780, provided that it be at the option of the lines of the 
reſpective ſtates, and not of officers individually in thoſe lines to ac- 
cept or refuſe the ſame : that all officers who have retired from ſer- 
ice upon a promiſe of half-pay for life, ſhall be entitled to the bene- 
fits of the above reſolution ; provided alſo, that thoſe of the line of 
each ſtate, collectively, agree thereto : that the ſame commutation 
ſhall extend to the corps not belonging to the lines of particular ſtates, 
the acceptance or refuſal to be determined by corps : that all officers 
entitled to half-pay for life, not included in the above reſolutions, may 
collectively agree to accept or refuſe the commutation : that with reſ- 


Ma- 


and 
efer- 


been 
| and 


veral bect to the general officers, it ſhall be at their option, individually, to 
arge) Naecept the commutation, or retain their right to the half- pay: that the 
pays half pay for life extend to the widows of ſuch officers as ſhall die in the 
ſame WV ice, during their continuance as widows.” es, 
rs in . When this report was under debate, a motion was made by Mr. 
Gilman, ſeconded by Mr. Condict, that the conſideration of the report 
vſider e poſtponed, in order to take into conſideration the following motion: 
f ob- * Whereas in conſequence of the faithful ſervices of the officers in 
-bt of che army of the United States, and of their great ſufferings, not only 
r. on account of the deficiency of their pay, but on other accounts, Con- 
conb- 


els have, by divers reſolutions, promiſed them half-pay for life; and 
Vor. VIII. p Fe * ET ae 
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penſes, or for any other matter to any officers or others, for paſt for 
vices, which are not included in their pay eſtabliſhment. 


— 7 _ 
Tuuks Dar, February 20, 1783. 
Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee of oy 
whole; and having ſpent ſome time thereon, 
The houſe was again reſolved into a committee of the whole, to 


_ conſider farther the 1 means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, 


and of obtaining from the ſtates ſubſtantial funds for funding the 


whole debt of the United States, and after ſome time the preſident 


reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have 


conſidered farther the ſubject referred to them, but not having come 


to a concluſion, deſire leave to fit again: 

Ordered, That leave be granted. 

The aſſiſtant ſecretary at war having reported to Congreſs the re. 
ſult of his enquiry, reſpecting the goods imported in the ſhip Amazon, 


for the uſe of Britiſh and German priſoners of war, accompanied with 


a report of the commiſſioners appointed purſuant to the reſolutions of 


the 24th of January laſt : 


Resolved, That it does not appear to Congreſs that any abuſe ha 


been made of the paſſport granted by the commander in chief, for the 


protection of clothing and other neceſſaries ſent from New-York | in 


the ſhip Amazon, for the ule of the Britiſh and German priſoners of 


war. 
Resolved, That the a imported? in the ſaid ſhip Amazon, and 


contained in the returns laid before Congreſs by the aſſiſtant ſecrets 


ry at war, are fully covered and protected by the ſaid paſſport, and 
ought to be ſent with all expedition, and without any let or hindrance 
to the priſoners for whoſe uſe they were deſigned. 
— 2 —— 
F February 21, 1783. 

on motion of Mr. Rutledge, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſtates. of Delaware, Ma- 
ryland and Georgia, to ſend delegates immediately to Congreſs, and 
to each ſtate in the union, to keep up a conſtant repreſentation. 

On a report from the war- office, on a motion of Mr. Gilman refer 
red, Congreſs came to the following reſolution : 

Whereas ſundry officers in the army of the United States, have * 
taken from the line to act in the departments of the general ſtaff, and 
are entitled to additional pay in conſequence thereof: 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the geren 
ſtates, to whom ſuch officers reſpe ctively belong, to adjuſt and diſcharge) 
on account of the United States, the deficiencies on the additional pa). 
to which they are entitled by the reſolutions of Congreſs, in the ſame 
manner, and to the ſame time ey ſettle their accounts as officers in 
the line. 

Congreſs was Fa RES into'a committee of the hate. to conſider 
further the means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, and of ob- 


_ taining from the ſtates ſubſtantial funds for funding the whole debt ol 


the United States, and after ſome time the pre ſident reſumed the chain 
and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have taken into conli- 
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deration the ſubject referred to them, and are of opinion, that the com- 
mittee of the whole be diſcharged, and the buſineſs referred to a ſpe- 
cial committee: | | | | 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

Ordered, That the committee conſiſt of five. 

On motion of Mr. Ramſay, ſeconded by Mr. Izard: 5 

Whereas the paſſport granted by the commander in chief to the 
ſhip Amazon, extended only to Wilmington, in the ſtate of Delaware, 
and the ſaid ſhip being appointed to carry home ſundry citizens of 
South-Carolina now in Philadelphia, who were exiled from Charleſ- 
town: | __ | . 

Resolved, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby authorized 
and directed, to give a paſſport and ſafe conduct to the ſaid ſhip Ama- 
zon, to proceed from Wilmington to Philadelphia, there to take on 
board the ſaid exiled citizens, with their ſervants and effects, and to 
proceed with them to Charleſtown, or any other port in the ſtate of 
South-Carolina. i DR SEE | 

 TURSD4T, Feoruaery 25, 1783, N 

Mr. William Hemſley, a delegate for the ſtate of Maryland, at- 
tended, and produced his credentials, by which it appears, that he is 
choſen a delegate to Congreſs for that ſtate for the preſent year. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr. Fitzſimmons, Mr. 
Gervais, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Wilſon, to whom were referred two 
paragraphs of the report of the grand committee, on a memorial from 
the officers of the army, having reported, CE nt] 

«© That ſuch officers -as are now in ſervice, and continue therein to 
the end of the war, ſhall be entitled to receive the ſum of years 
full pay, in money or ſecurities on intereſt at ſix per cent. per annum, 
inſtead of the half-pay promiſed for life, by the reſolution of the 21ſt 
of October, 1780, provided that it be at the option of the lines of the 
reſpective ſtates, and not of officers individually in thoſe lines to ac- 
cept or refuſe the ſame : that all officers who have retired from ſer- 
vice upon a promiſe of half-pay for life, ſhall be entitled to the bene- 
fits of the above reſolution ; provided alſo, that thoſe of the line of 
each ſtate, collectively, agree thereto : that the fame commutation _ 
hall extend to the corps not belonging to the lines of particular ſtates, 
the acceptance or refuſal to be determined by corps : that all officers 
entitled to half-pay for life, not included in the above reſolutions, may 
collectively agree to accept or refuſe the commutation: that with reſ- 


v 


Mar 
and 


ofer- 


been 
| and 


ver ect to the general officers, it ſhall be at their option, individually, to 
arge; ecept the commutation, or retain their right to the half-pay : that the 
pay) half. pay for life extend to the widows of ſuch officers as ſhall die in the 
ſame lervice, during their continuance as widows.” . 
rs in When this report was under debate, a motion was made by Mr, 
Gilman, ſeconded by Mr. CondiR, that the conſideration of the report 
\fider I be poſtponed, in order to take into conſideration the following motion: 
F ob- * Whereas in conſequence of the faithful ſervices of the officers in 


-bt of Ihe army of the United States, and of their great ſufferings, not only 
hair, Wo" account of the deficiency of their pay, but on other accounts, Con- 
on- brels have, by divers reſolutions, promiſed them half-pay for life; and 

Vol. VIII. 1 | . 
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it being repreſented that it would be more agreeable to ſome of the 
ſtates and the officers thereto belonging, that a commutation of the 
ſaid half-pay ſhould now be made, reſolved that it be, and hereby i 
recommended to the ſeveral ſtates to ſettle with the officers who noy 


belong or heretofore have belonged to their reſpective lines, and are 
entitled to half-pay by the reſolutions of Congreſs, either by giving 


them ſecurity for the payment of the ſame as it may become due, g 


by commutation for ſuch ſum, in groſs, as may be mutually agreed on by 


each ſtate, and the officers to them reſpeQively belonging: that each 


and every ſtate, which ſhall make compenſation to their officers, agree. 
| ably to the foregoing reſolution, ſhall be exonerated and fully and 


finally dicharged from their reſpective proportions of all taxes and al 
other payments of monies whatſoever, on account of half-pay to the 
officers belonging to the United States or any of them ; provided al. 


ways, that nothing in this reſolution ſhall extend to diſcharge any 
| ſtate from paying their juſt proportion of the half-pay which may be due 


to ſuch officers as have not heretofore or do not now belong to the 


line of any particular ſtate, or to the officers belonging to any parti. 
cular ſtate, which may by the events of the war be rendered unable 
to make ſuch compenſation : that the ſecretary at war be directed to 
report to Congreſs the names and rank of all ſuch officers as are ent- 


tled to half-pay, and not included in the firſt of the foregoing reſolu- 


tions.“ . 
On the queſtion for poſtponing the report, in order to take up the 


above recited motion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Condid, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, ay | 

1 Mr. Wie, It * 

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay > * 
 Rhode-lsland, Mr. Collins, ay C 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, ay? _ 

- C ay 8 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, no 

5 Th Mr. Hamilton, _— 

New - Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 


Mr. Condict, ay divided. | 


| Pennsylvania, 
M, aryl and 5 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Southᷣ-Carolina, 


So it paſſed in the negative 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
| Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Fitzsimmons, 


Montgomery, 


Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, | 
Ramsay, 
Izard, 
Gervais, 


—— — — — yeadon 


— 
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till to-morrow. - . | 
On motion of Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 
Ordered, That the ſecretary at war lay before Congreſs monthly 
returns of the officers and men who were actually in ſervice and pay 
of the United States during the year 1782. 

| WEDNESDAY, February 26, 1783, 
On motion of Mr. Madiſon, ſeconded by Mr, Mercer: 


be committed on the perſons or properties of their reſpective citizens, 


formation thereof to the commander in chief or the commanding-of- 
ficer of a ſeparate army, in order that the meaſures may be purſued 
which are pointed out in the reſolution of the 8th day of Nov. 1782. 


which was under debate yeſterday, when a motion was made by Mr. 
Hamilton, ſeconded Mr. Peters, that the blank in the report be filled 
with the words “ five and a half :” 5 Th 

And on the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being requir- 


ti- 
1 d by Mr. Hamilton, — : 
New -Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, nod, 
the . Mr. White, no \ *? 
hid Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 0 „ 
b ES | f | Mr. e, no divided. 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, no no 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, nod „ 
Mr. Dyer, no N #? 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, 3 
| Mr. Hamilton, ay 7 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot 1 
. | Mr. Condict, x no divided, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, ap? 


Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
Mr. Montgomery, ay oY 


. „„ OT, 7 1 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay? 
5 mY 5 Mr. Hemsley Sto 

Virginia, Mr. Jones, a 
„ Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, ay Cay 
Mr. Lee, ay 
| Mr. Mercer, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, It 2 
Mr. Williamson, a8 * 
Soutbh- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay) 
Mr. Ramsay, a Sov 
Mr. Izard, ay # 9 
Mr. Gervais, ay 


So the queſtion was loſt. 


Ordered, That the farther conſideration of the report be poſtponed 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the executives of the ſeveral 
ſtates, whenever any outrages unauthorized by the laws of war, ſhall 


by any perſons in the ſervice of the enemy, to tranſmit immediate in- 


Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee, 
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A motion was then made by Mr. Gorham, ſeconded by Mt. Bland, 
that the blank be filed with the word “ five :” 


And on the queſtion to agree to this motion, the yeas and nays be. 
ing required by Mr. Bland, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, 


Massachusetts, 


- Rhode: Leland.” 


Connecticut, 
 New-Fersey, 8 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


White, 


Holten, 


Gorbam, 
Collins, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 


Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. 


Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Condict, 
Mifflin, 


Fitzsimmons, 


Montgomery, 


Peters, 
Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Tones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
Izard, 


Mr. Gervais, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, | 
Ordered, That the farther conſideration of the report 1 poſtponed, 
A letter, of this day, from the ſuperintendant of finance, was read, 


ſtating that a number of thoſe who contracted engagements with him 
place a perſonal reliance on him for the fulfilment of them: that 2 


the time approaches faſt when he will quit the office, namely, the [al 


of May, as mentioned in his letter of the 24th of January, he think 


it neceſſary to convey this information to thoſe who have confided it 


him, and therefore praying that the injunction of ſecrecy on his lette! 


of the 24th of January, may be taken off: 
Ordered, That the injunction of ſecrecy, aforeſaid, be annullel 
and that the letters be referred to a committee. 

THURSDAY, February 27, 1785. 


Mr. Stephen Higginſon, a delegate for the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts 


attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment, by which it 


appears, that on the 24th of October, 1782, he was by joint ballot of 
the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, elected a delegate to repte 
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ſent that commonwealth in the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, 
for one year, commencing the firſt Monday of November, 1782. 

On a report of a grand committee, conſiſting of a member from 
each ſtate, to whom was referred a petition of John Hall : 5 

Resolved, That all thoſe for the ſettlement of whoſe accounts no 
ſpecial proviſion hath heretofore been made, either by references to 
the ſtates, or by the appointment of commiſſioners for ſtates or depart- 
ments, or otherwiſe, do ſettle their accounts at the treaſury in the uſu- 
al manner; and that any balances which may be found due to them, 
previous to the firſt day of January, 1782, be placed on intereſt in 
common with other debts due by the United States. | 

1 Fzipar, February 28, 1783. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee, 
which was under debate on the 25th and 26th inſtant ; and on the 
queſtion to agree to the firſt part thereof, as amended, relative to offi- 
cers now in ſervice, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bland, 

 New- Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, | 


Rbode-Tsland, 


Connecticut, 


News- York, 


AT "Ig | 
New-Tersey, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


South-Carolina, | 


There being only ſeven ſtares i 
moved by Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Madiſon, 


«Kg 


— 


North-Carolina, 


_ Massachusetts, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


White, 
Holten, 
Gorbam, 
Higginson, 
Collins, 
Arnold, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 
Floyd, 


Hamilton, 


Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, 
Mifflin, 


Fitzsimmons, 
Montgomery, 
 Feters; 


Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
Lee, 


Hawkins, 


Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
Izard, 
Gervais, 


n the affirmative, a queſtion was 


the propoſition on which the queſtion was juſt taken, for allow- 


ing a compoſition for half. pay, a propoſition which requires the aſſent 


of nine ſtates ?” 


And on this queſtion, the yeas and nays being Cs by Mr, 


Bland, 
New-Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts, 


Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


| North-Carolina, 


Soutö- Carolina, 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative; 4 and conſequently the fore - 


going queſtion was loſt. 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr. Dyer and Mr, 


Peters, 


Gilman, ay e 
White, ay V 
Holten, 
Osgood, 
Gorbam, 
Higginson, 
Collins, 
Arnold, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 
Floyd, 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, 
Mifflin, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Montgomery, 


Carroll, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 

Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Wiltiamson, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
Izard, 
Seele, 


— wy hu * feed © e 


22 


Condict, to whom was referred a letter of the 18th from the ſecretary 


for foreign affairs, made a report, whereupon, 


Resolved, That all letters to and from the heads of departments 


on public ſervice are free, and ought not to be detained for want of 


the words on public ſervice, endorſed. 


I MonDar, March 3, 1783. | 
Mr. Thomas Sim Lee, a delegate for Maryland, attended, produced 
the credentials of his appointment for the current yenrs and took his 


ſeat in Congreſs, 


On the report of the ſecretary at war, to whom was referred a me- 
morial of colonel Shreve, late of the New-Jerſey line: 
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Resolved, That the pay-maſter, in adjuſting the accounts of colonel 
Shreve, late of the New-Jerſey line, be directed to continue his allow- 
ance of pay to the 31ſt of January, 1781. 


On the report of the ſecretary at "Wins to whom was referred a me- 
morial of captain Sumner : 

Ordered, That the ſecretary at war iſſue to captain Sumner, the 
commiſſion of major, bearing date on the 1ſt day of October, 1782. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Madiſon and Mr. 
Peters, appointed in purſuance of a conference with a committee of 
the general aſſembly of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, to report an ordi- 
Wnance for amending the ordinance of the 5th of April, 1781, for eſ- 


high ſeas, reported the draught of an ordinance, which was read a 
frſt and ſecond time: 


Ordered, That to-morrow be aſſigned for the third reading. 
_— 3 8 — 
Toks par, March 4, 1783. | 

A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Floyd : 

« Whereas in the opinion of Congreſs, it is eſſential to thoſe prin- 
ciples of juſtice and liberality, which ought to govern the intercourſe 
between theſe ſtates, that in the final adjuſtment of accounts for the 
ſupplies or contributions of the ſtates reſpectively, towards the common 


in poſſeſſion of the enemy: and whereas the ſtrict application of the 
rule preſcribed by the Sth article of the confederation, as declared by 


proportion of the public burthen. 
Resolved, That Congreſs will, in the application of the ſaid rule, 


ideration of circumſtances ſhall appear to them juſt and equitable, for 
the time the ſaid parts of the ſaid ſtates may have been in n poſſeſſion of 
the enemy.“ 


A motion was made by Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. White, that 
the conſideration of the foregoing motion be poſtponed: 


weed And on the queſtion for potiponings the yeas and nays being requir= 
| d by Mr. Hamilton, | 
Mr, New- Hampshire, Mr. Gilmen, by : 25 FR 
etary *Vͤ Mr. White, ay J 
| Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, Al 
ents, „„ Mr. Os good. a 
nt of Mr. Gorbam, ay f * 
Mr. Higginson. ay | 55 
| Rbode-Teland, Mr. Collins, no *® 
| onnecticut Mr. Wolcott ay? 3, 
duced Mr. Dyer, n 5 divided. 
ok his . New-Y, TY Mr. Floyd, nod 
| Mr. Hamilton, wot 
a me- 


Mr. Clark, ay 


New-Fersey, Mr, Boudinot, | ay ” | 
Mr. Condict, ay ; 


tabliſhing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the 


expenſes in the courſe of the war, equitable allowances ſhould be made 
in favour of thoſe ſtates, parts of which have been at different periods 


the reſolution of the 17th of February, would operate greatly to the 
prejudice of ſuch ſtates and to the calamities of War, add an undue 


make ſuch e in favour of the ſaid ſtates, as from a full con- 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. 


Maryland, 


| Virginia, 


Nortb-Carolina, 


Southᷣ-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Milin, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 

To S. Lee, 
Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 

A. Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawhins, 
Williamson, 


Rutledge, 


Tzard, 
Gervats, 


So the queſtion was loſt. 
a On the queſtion to agree to the firſt motion, the yeas and nays being 
KF required by Mr. Hamilton, 


wy - 
- 
: 4 
* 
1 
2 
35 
3 
5 
% 
15 
5 
* 
* 4 
| 
1 
: 4 
N = 
. 


New-Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts, 


Rbode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


 Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, os | 


 North-Carolina, 


 South-Carolina, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
M r. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


: Mr. 


Mr. 


Ws 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Gilman, 
White, 
Holten, 

Os good, 
Gorbam, 
Higginson, 
Collins, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 
Floyd, 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, 
Mifflin, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 

T. S. Lee, 
Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
* 7 
Madison, 
Bland, 
Lees, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
Izard, 
Gervais, 


So it paſſed in the negative. 
According to order, che ordinance was read a third time, and paſſed 
as follows: 

An ordinance to amend an ordinance, entitled « an ordinance for 
eſtabliſhing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on 
the high ſeas.” 

Be it ordained by the United States in Coinrety aſſembled, and by 


of them, including the judge of the admiralty in the ſeveral and reſ- 
pective ſtates; or in caſe there ſhall be ſeveral judges of the admiralty 
in a ſtate, the juſtices of the ſupreme or ſuperior court of judicature, 


the executive power of ſuch ſtate, or any two of them, including a judge 
of the admiralty, are hereby conſtituted and appointed a court for hear- 
ing and trying all offenders who, in and by an ordinance entitled “ an 


triable before the juſtices of the ſupreme or ſuperior court of jndica- 
ture and judge of the court of admiralty of the ſeveral and reſpective 
ſtates, or any two or more of them; provided that nothing herein con- 
tained ſhall extend to proſecutions already commenced, which ſhall be 


ein 


made. 1 TE Done, &c. 
WzDxnesDaAr, March 5, 1788. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Gorham and Mr. 
Wolcott, to whom were referred the letters of the 24th of January 
and 26th of February laſt, from the ſuperintendant of finance, having 
reported, that it does not appear to the committee to be neceſſary 
that Congreſs ſhould take any immediate meaſures reſpecting the office 
of finance.“ 

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, ſeconded: by Mr. A. Lee, that 


the report of the committee be poſtponed, in order to take into conſi- 
deration the following motion: 


That a committee be appointed to deviſe the moſt proper means of 


arranging the department of finance.“ 


. A motion was made by Mr. Rutledge, eaet by Mr. Holten, 


* that the report and motion be committed: 


And on the queſtion for commitment, the yeas and nays Romy re- 
quired by Mr. Bland, 


Ner- Hampsbire, Mr. n ay > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 
Mr. Osgood, a b 
Mr. Gorbam, | no (- 
Mr. Higginson, ay 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, oY 
i 5 Mr. Arnold, 5 oy 
onnecticut, Mr. Wolcott, 26 „ 
Mr. Dyer, 5 iet. 
Vor. VIII. : P 
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the authority of the ſame, that the juſtices of the ſupreme or ſuperior 
court of judicature, and the judge of the admiralty, or any two or more 


and a judge of the admiralty, to be commiſſioned for that purpoſe by 


ordinance for eſtabliſhing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies 
committed on the high ſeas,” paſſed the 5th day of April, 1781, are 


determined in the ſame manner as if this ordinance had never been 


, 2 
— 


5 W *. 


a 
* + 
1 
1 


4 


Wang ww rw, Br,” * 25 „ 
„ — by 
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So the queſtion was loſt. 
On the queſtion to agree to the motion of Mr. Bland, the yeas and 
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New-York, 


New- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. P 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


nays being required by Mr. Bland, 


News- Hampsbire, 
NMassacbusetts, 


Rbode-Island, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 


Neu-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


| Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
| Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


: Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


| Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Floyd, 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Clark; 
Condict, 
Miflin, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Wilson, 
Montgomery, 
eters, 

T. S. Lee, 
Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 

A. Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
Izard, | 
Gervais, 


Gilman, 
Holten, 
Osgood, 
Gorham, 
Higginson, 
Collins; 
Arnold, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 
Floyd, 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, 
Mifflin, 


Fitzsimmons, 


Pilson, 


Montgomery, 


Peters, 

T. S. Lee, 
Carroll, 

Hemsley, 


ay > * 
ay | 


no 3 
ivided. 
no 


2 
divided 


divided. 


”; 
”; 
a 
* 


no no 
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Virginia, Mr. Jones, no 
e Mr. Madison, no 
Mr. Bland, ay >no 
Mr. A. Lee, ay 
Mr. Mercer, no 
Nortb-Carolina Mr. Hawkins, a "Ry 
„ bs Mr. Pilliamson, 4; divided. 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
| | Mr. Tzard, ay 27 
Mr. Gervais, 1 


So the queſtion was Wo -.-- 
A motion was then made * Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. 
Gilman, 

« That the report of the committee be poſtponed, i in order tot ke 
into conſideration the following motion: 
That a committee be appointed to deviſe the moſt proper ſteps tob 
taken in conſequence of the letters of the 24th of Junuary and Sth 
of February, from the ſuperintendant of finance: 


And on the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and ay being requir 
ed by Mr. Gilman, | 


New. Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, ay & * 
3 Mr. Holten, ay] 
Mr. Osgood, IO 
Mr. Gorham, no 
and . Mr. Higginson, ey} | 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, no vided. 
EY Mr. Arnold, ook — 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, 42 4 
55 Mr. Dyer, 2 8 
* New-York, Mr. Floyd, a 9 . 
mn: Mr. Hamilton, a 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
Fl e Mr. Clark, a” 
5 Mr. Condict, ay 
ed. Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, ay | 
Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay| 
Mr. Pilson, ay Say 
Mr. Montgomery, ay 
| Mr. eters, 5 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, ay 
Mr. Carroll, ay bay 
Gy Mr. Hemsley, a 2 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay] 
„ Mr. Madison, ou] 
Mr. Bland, ay d 
Mr. A. Lee, ay 
Mr. Mercer, ay 


North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
e Mr. Pilliamson, ay 
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South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
Mr. Izard, ay ay 
Mr. Gervais, ay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

On the queſtion, CO 3 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to deviſe the mo 
proper ſteps to be taken in conſequence of the letters of the 24th d 
January and 26th of February, from the ſuperintendant of finance, 

3 THURSDAY, March 6, 1783. EY 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Holten, Mr. f. 
ters and Mr. Collins, to whom was referred a letter of the 21ſt of le 
bruary from the ſuperintendant of finance, on the caſe of col. Gridley 

Ordered, That the letter from the ſuperintendant of finance, rl, 


pecting the half-pay due to colonel Gridley, with its encloſures, ber, 


ferred back to the ſuperintendant of finance, and that he be direct 
to take order therein, having regard in ſettlement with colonel Gr 


| ley, to any grants made to him by the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, on u 
count of his half-pay, the ſame being founded on a ſpecial contri 


made with colonel Gridley at the time he relinquiſhed his half. pay i 


the Britiſh army, to enter into the ſervice of the United States. 


5 | Fripar, March 7, 1783. 5 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Gu 
ham and Mr. Fitzſimmons, to whom was referred a letter of the 14 
of October laſt from Dr. Franklin, ſo far as it relates to the mode 
paying the ſalaries of the miniſters and other officers of the Unitt 
States in Europe: | 5 3 

Resolved, That the ſalaries of the miniſters and other officers of ti 
United States in Europe, be eſtimated in future in dollars, at the rt 
of four ſhillings and ſix-pence ſterling per dollar: _ | 

That they be paid in bills of exchange upon France or Holland, 


the rate of five livres, five ſous tournois per dollar, without regard! 
the variations which may be occaſioned by the courſe of exchange: 


That theſe reſolutions retroſpect to the firſt day of January, 17% 
when the ſalaries of the ſaid officers were made payable in Ameri; 
and that the exceſs beyond the ſaid net ſum in bills of exchange, wid 


has accrued or which ſhall accrue upon the quarter due on the fir 
January laſt, be carried to the credit of the United States, and x 


counted for by the ſecretary for foreign affairs, in the adjuſtment of ti 


accounts of his department on the firſt day of April next. 


On motion of Mr. Dyer, ſeconded by Mr. Wolcott, 
Ordered, That the report of the committee to whom were refem 
two paragraphs of the report of the grand committee on a memon 
from the officers of the army, be committed. 8 
Movpar, March 10, 1783. 5 
Mr. Eleazer M Comb and Mr. Gunning Bedford, two delegates fo 


the ſlate of Delaware, attended, and produced the credentials of til 


appointment, by which it appears, that on the 1ſt day of Feb. 1783 


the hon, Cæſar Rodney, James Tilton, Eleazer M*Comb and Gun 


LY 
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Bedford, Eſqrs; were elected delegates to repreſent the ſaid/ſtate in the 
Congreſs of the United States of America. 5 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Dyer and Mr. Mif- 
flin, to whom was referred the report of the committee on two para- 
graphs of a report of the grand committee, brought in a report; and 
the re port of the committee being taken into confideration and amend- 

ed ſo as to read as follows: | OT 

« That ſuch officers as are now in ſervice, and continue therein to 
the end of the war, ſhall be entitled to receive the ſum of five years 
full pay in money, or ſecurities on intereſt at fix per cent, per annum, 
at the option of Congreſs, inſtead of the half-pay promiſed for life by 
the reſolution of the 21{ of October, 1780 : the ſaid ſecurities to be 
ſuch as ſhall be given to the other creditors of the United States; pro- 
vided that it be at the option of the lines of the reſpective ſtates, and 
not of officers individually in thoſe lines, to accept or refuſe the ſame : 
that all officers who have retired from ſervice upon the promiſe of half- 
pay for life, ſhall be entitled to the benefits of the above reſolution; 
provided that thoſe of the line of each ſtate, collectively agree there- 
to: that the ſame commutation ſhall extend to the corps not belong- 
ing to the lines of particular ſtates, the acceptance or refuſal to be de- 
termined by corps : that all officers entitled to half-pay for life, not 
included in the above reſolution, may collectively agree to accept or 
refuſe the commutation.” “ + | 55 

On the queſtion to agree to the report, thus amended, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Mercer, 
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ode 0  New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, > N@ $- : 
nin _ mr {OS os 1 5 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay) 
of ti | Mr. Osgood, Al 
ne ra Mr. Gorham, ay * 
| Mr. Higginson, ay 
and, k | Rhode-lsland, Mr. Collins, no 
yard u 1 8 Mr. Arnold, we oo 
1ge + Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, . 
170 Mr. Dyer, 21 divided. 
nericd) New-York, : Mr. Floyd, | Qy 
wid 1 Mr. Hamilton, 48 
firſt d ' New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay). 
and 1 5 8 Mr. Clarꝶę, C no no 
t of = e Mr. Condict, no). 
Pennsylvania, | | Mr. Mifllin, „ 
bY | Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay | 
refert Mr. Pilson, ay H 
emol Mr. Montgomery, ay 
3 My. Frere, eo 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comdo, Ar. 
, : Mr. Bedford, ayS & 
7 Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, ay } 
«Y | | Mr. Carroll, 42 


Mr. Hemsley, ay 


3 unn 
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the means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, and of obtaining 
from the ſtates ſubſtantial funds for funding the whole debt of the 


United States, having brought in a report; and the ſame being unde 


to add thereto as follows: © alſo a tax of one quarter of a dollar per 
100 acres on all located and ſurveyed land within each of the ſtates! 


| required by Mr. Wilſon, 


Virginia, Jones, ay 
Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, ay >ay 
Mr. A. Lee, ay 
| Mr. Mercer, no | 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay? 
; Mr. Pilliamson, ve 2 
South- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay * 
Mr. Ramsay, y Fay 
Mr. Tzard, ay 


80 the queſtion was loſt. 
—O——— ———ů— 


Tors bar, March 18, 1783. 


' On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gilman, Mr. Dyer, 


Mr. Clark, Mr. Rutledge and Mr. Mercer, to whom was referred! 
letter of the 12th, from the commander in chief : 
Ordered, That the ſuperintendant of finance lay before Congreſs an 
account of the payments made to the army, in conſequence of the re. 
ſolution of the 25th day of January laſt, and what ſums the ſtate of 
the public finances will enable him to pay to the army at preſent ; and 
allo that he communicate to Congreſs what ſteps have been taken to. 
wards ſettling the accounts of the army ſince the ſaid reſolution. _ 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gorham, Mr. Collins and Mr, 
Fitzſimmons, to whom was referred a memorial of the inhabitants d 


Nantucket, reported the draught of an ordinance, which was read a | 


firſt time: 
Ordered, That it be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 
The committee, conſiſting ef Mr. Gorham, Mr. Hamilzos, Mr, 
Madiſon, Mr. Fitzſimmons and Mr. Rutledge, appointed to conſider 


conſideration. 


A motion was made by Mr. Wilſon, ſeconded by Mr. Hamilton 


And on the queſtion to agree to the motion, the yeas and nays being 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, net: 
5 I Mr. White, nod no 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no} 
„ Mr. Osgood, 2 
Mr. Higginson, no 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, 9 1:44:49 
IE Mr. Arnold, 21 9 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, N 
CONT | . Mr. Dyer, wx divided. | 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay 
| Mr. Hamilton, 2 5 2 
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New-Ferse Mr. Boudinot, a 
OY Mr. Clark, 42 
Mr. Condict, ay) 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 4 
Mr. Wilson, ay tay 
| Mr. Montgomery, ay) 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comb, aye. 
Mr. Bedford, ay) 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, no 15 
1 Mr. Hemsley no 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, no 
05 Mr. Madison, no 
Mr. Bland, no >no 
ith e, | 
77 3 Mr. Mercer, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no? 
WP 3 9 Mr. Williamson, 2 . 
_ South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no) 
ed | Mr. Hard, gs 
and | Mr. Gervais, no). 
1 ths So it paſſed in the negative. N 


Mr, 
ts of 
ad 2} 


| WEDNESDAY, March 19, 1783 SO 
According to the order of the day, the ordinance on the memorial 
f the inhabitants of Nantucket, was read a ſecond time: 
Ordered, That to-morrow be aſſigned for the third reading. 

| TauRsDAY, March 20, 1783. 8 

On the third reading of the ordinance on the memorial of the inha- 
ditants of Nantucket: N . 
Ordered, That it be re- committed 5 HE 
The report of the committee, appointed to conſider the means of 
eſtoring and ſupporting public credit, and of obtaining from the ſtates 


Mr, 
wider 


ilton, ubſtantial funds for funding the whole debt of the United States, be- 
ar pet Ing under debate, and being in the words following, to wit: 
tes: Resolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates, as indiſ- 
being Nenſably neceſſary to the reſtoration of public credit, and to the punc- 


nal and honorable diſcharge of the public debts, to inveſt in the Uni- 
ed States in Congreſs aſſembled, a power to levy for the uſe of the 
nited States, the following duties upon goods imported into the ſaid 
ates from any foreign port, iſland or plantation 


Upon all rum of Jamaica proof per gallon, , - - 1 
Upon all other ſpirituous liquors, | 2 1 
Upon Madeira wine, — 8 -- 8 
Upon wines of Liſbon, Oporto, thoſe called ſherry, and upon 5 
all French wines, 1 — - +; 
Upon wines called Malaga or Teneriffe, „ 
Upon all other wines, a 68 — 
pon common bohea tea per pound, = +; 
pon all other teas, — 8 — 24 
Pon pepper per pound, IR — 


a 1 2 * 8 
N — — 8 0 * 2 5 1 " * 
Obit as IE. A m 5 . 
7 — 1 3 


ad valorum ; provided that there be allowed a bounty of 4th of a del. 
lar for every quintal of dried fiſh exported out of theſe United States 


be fo exported : 


than 25 years: and provided, that the collectors of the ſaid dutie 
all be appointed by the ſtates, within which their offices are to be 


and in caſe any ſtate ſhall not make ſuch appointment within 
by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled ; 
for alike term, not exceeding 25 years, and to appropriate to the di 


charge of the intereſt and principal of the debts which ſhall have bee 
f contracted on the faith of the United States, for ſupporting the pt 


but to be carried to the ſeparats credit of the ſtates within which they 
| ſhall be collected, and be liquidated and adjuſted among the Rates, at 


the amount of the whole revenue received from each ſtate. _ 


pact among all the ſtates, and ſhall be irrevocable by any one or mor 


recommended to the ftates which have paſſed no acts towards comp: 
ing with the reſolutions of Congreſs of the 6th of September and i 
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Upon brown ſugar per pound, We „ 
Upon loaf ſugar per pound, +« _ - 2 
Upon all other ſugars, 1 - __— 
Upon molaſſes per gallon, - = Fm 
Upon cocoa and coffee per pound, = 1 


Upon ſalt, after the preſent war, 2th of a dollar per buſhel. 
And upon all other goods, except arms, ammunition and clothing, 
or other articles imported for the United States, a duty of five per cent, | 


and a like ſum for every barrel of pickled fiſh, beef or pork, to be paid 
or allowed to the exporters. thereof, at the ports from which they al 


Provided, that none of the ſaid duties ſhall be applied to any other 
purpole than the diſcharge of the intereſt or principal of the debt 
which ſhall have been contracted on the faith of the United States 
for ſupporting the preſent war, nor be continued for a longer tem 


reſpectively exerciled, but when fo appointed, ſhall be amenable tg 
and removeable by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, alone 


after notice given for that purpoſe, the appointment may then be made 


That it be further recommended to the ſeveral ſtates, to eſtabli 


ſent war, ſubſtantial and effectual revenues, of ſuch nature as they ma 
reſpectively judge molt convenient, to the amount of nl 
in ihe proportions following, viz, 


' The ſaid revenues to be collected by perſons appointed as aforeſaid 


cording to the quotas which may, from time to time, be allotted i pc 
them: : 

That an annual account of the proceeds ans application of the afort- 
3 revenues, ſhall be made out and tranſmitted to the ſeven 
ſtates, diſtinguiſhing the proceeds of each of the ſpecified articles, and 


That none of the preceding reſolutions ſhall take effect until all d 
them ſhall be acceded to by every ſtate; after which unanimous 2% 
ceſſion, however, they ſhall be confidered as forming a mutual com 


of them, without the concurrence of the whole, or of a majority of ti 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled : 

That as a further mean, as well of haſtening the extinguiſhment® 
the debts, as of eſtabliſhing the harmony of the United States, it 
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10th of October, 1780, relative to territorial ceſſions, to make the li- 
beral ceſſions therein recommended, and to the ſtates which may have 
paſſed acts complying with the ſaid reſolutions in part only, to reviſe 
and complete ſuch compliance : Z I 

That in order to remove all objections againſt a retroſpective appli- 
cation of the conſtitutional rule, of proportioning to the ſeveral ſtates, 
he charges and expenſes which ſhall have been ſupplied for the com- 
mon defence or general welfare, it be recommended to them to enable 
'ongreſs to make ſuch equitable exceptions and abatements as the 
particular circumſtances of the ſtates, from time to time, during the 
ar, may be found to require : | TO 0 
That conformably to the liberal principles on which theſe recom- 
endations ate founded, and with a view to a more amicable, com- 


her rlete adjuſtment of all accounts between the United States and indi- 
bis vidual ſtates, all reaſonable expenſes which ſhall have been incurred 
tes Wy the ſtates without the ſanction of Congreſs, in their defence againſt, 
em r attacks upon Britiſh or ſavage enemies, either by ſea or by land, 


and which ſhall be ſupported by ſatisfactory proofs, ſhall be conſidered 
is part of the common charges incident to the preſent war, and be al- 
owed as ſuch: %%. = 
That as a more convenient and certain rule of aſccrtaining the pro- 
ortions to be ſupplied by the ſtates reſpeCtively, to the common trea- 
ury, the following alteration in the articles of confederation and per- 
etual union between theſe ſtates be, and the fame is hereby agreed 
o in Congreſs, and the ſeveral ſtates are adviſed to authorize their 
eſpective delegates to ſubſcribe and ratify the ſame, as part of the ſaid 
nftrument of union, in the words following, to wit: . 
So much of the eighth of the articles of confederation and perpetu- 
al union between the thirteen ſtates of America, as is contained in the 
words following, to wit: © All charges of war,“ &c. (to the end of 
he paragraph) is hereby revoked and made void, and in place thereof, 
t is declared and concluded, the ſame having been agreed to in a Con- 
greſs of the United States, that all charges of war, and all other ex- 
denſes that ſhall be incurred for the common defence or general wel- 
are, and allowed by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall 
de defrayed out of a common treaſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the 
Weveral ſtates, in proportion to the number of inhabitants of every age, 
ex and condition, except Indians, not paying taxes, in each ſtate ; 
yhich number ſhall be triennially taken and tranſmitted to the United 
ptates in Congreſs aſſembled, in ſuch mode as they ſhall direct and ap- 
point; provided always, that in ſuch numeration no perſon ſhall be 
neluded who are bound to ſervitude for life, according to the laws of 


eſaid, 
x the 
8) N. 
ted fd 


afott- 
even 


all d 


us a ſtate to which they belong, other than ſuch as may be between 
com che ages o ß e NOS e ee 
r mon A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Wilſon, 


of tuthat the report of the committee be poſtponed, in order to take up the 


the following plan and recommendation : 


nent 088 © Whereas Congreſs did, on the 12th day of February laſt, reſolve, 
„ it de that it is the opinion of Congreſs, tiiat the eſtabliſhment of perma- 
omp ent and adequate funds, on taxes or duties which ſhall operate gene- 
nd ally, and on the whole in juſt proportions throughout the United 


Wi. 


States, are indiſpenſably neceſſary towards doing complete Juſtice 9 


debts have been contracted for the common ſafety, to make every effyr 
in their power for the effeCtual attainment of objects ſo eſſential to th 
honor and welfare of the United States, relying on the wiſdom andjjj 


to be veſted in the United States, and to be collected and appropri. 
ted by their authority; provided that the officers for the collection 


ture, the perſon or perſons ſo nominated, ſhall be deemed to be dulyy 
A duty of five per cent. ad valorem at the time and place of ima 
manufactures, which may be imported into any of the ſaid ſtates frm 


ing and other articles imported on account of the United States ora 


which ſhall be regulated according to the ſpecified rates thereuntow 


lawful prize : 


half per cent. on whatever ſum the rent of the ſaid houſe may excel 
ed, and when in the occupancy of the owner, on an appraiſed rent h 


_ commiſſioners under oath, appointed by the ſtate once in peaß 


houſe. The duties on imports to paſs to the general benefit of in 


ſent war ſhall be finally diſchraged. 
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the public creditors, for reſtoring public credit, and for providing fy 
the future exigencies of the war,” TH | 
And whereas it is the duty of Congreſs, on whoſe faith the puhli 


tice of their conſtituents for a compliance with their recommendation;] 

therefore, 1 D © NR 
Resolved, That it be earneſtly recommended to the ſeveral ſtats, 

without delay, to paſs laws for the eſtabliſhment of the following funk 


the ſaid funds, ſhall be inhabitants of each ſtate reſpectively in whit 


they refide, and being nominated by Congreſs, ſhall be approved al 
appointed by ſuch ſtate, accountable to and removeable by Congreh; 


and provided that if after any nomination being reported to the ſtay, 
the ſame is not approved or rejected at the next meeting of the legil 


pointed, to wit: 
tation, upon all goods, wares and merchandizes of foreign growth al 
any foreign port, iſland or plantation, except arms, ammunition, cloth 


of them; and except wool cards, cotton cards and wire for mali; 
them; and alſo except the articles hereafter enumerated, the duty 
nexed, _ | 
All rum of Jamaica proof per gallon, n - 
[be fpecifics mentioned in the report to be inſerted.] 
Alſo a duty of five per cent. ad valorem on all prizes and pi 
goods, condemned in the court of admiralty of any of theſe ſtates # 


4 


A land tax at the rate of ninetieths of a dollar for every l 
acres of located and ſurveyed land : 5 3 2 
A houſe tax at the general rate of half a dollar for each dwelling: 
houſe (cottages excepted) and at the additional rate of two and! 


20 dollars, to be calculated on the actual rent, when the houſe is rell 


the lot and the appurtenances in towns, and in the country, the 9 
houſes, garden and orchard, to be comprehended with the dwells 


Vnited States, without credit for the proceeds to any particular ſtates 
but the product of the land and houſe taxes to be credited to each fi 
in which they ſhall ariſe. The ſaid funds to continue till the prine 
pal of the debt due by the United States at the termination of the p 


That an eſtimate be tranſmitted to each ſtate of the amount of tl 
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public debt as far as the ſame can be aſcertained ; and that Congreſs 
will inviolably adhere to their reſolutions of the 16th day of December 
laſt, reſpecting the appropriation of any funds which may be granted, 
and the annual tranſmiſſion of the ſtate of the public debt, and the pro- 
eeds and diſpoſition of the ſaid funds; by which all doubts and ap- 
pre henſions, reſpecting the perpetuity of the public debt, may be ef- 


ectually removed? | 5 
he preceding reſolutions ſhall take effect, &c. (in the 


That none of t 


vords of the report, to the end.) „ oy 
And on the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being requir- 


by Mr. Hamilton, 
Neu-Hampsb ire, 


Massachusetts, 


Rbode- Island, 
Connecticut, 
| New-York, 


Neu- Jersey, 


Lennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


J. fi r ginia, 


: North-Carolina, 


_ South-Carolina, 


_ Frinpar, 
Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the com 
the means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, and of obtain- 
g from the ſtates ſubſtantial funds for funding the whole debt of the 


Rited States, and three paragraphs of the report, beginning with the 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


5 Mr. 
3 


Mr. 
Mr. 


_ Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
| - Mr. 
o it paſſed in the negative. 
arch 21, 1 


Gilman, 
White, 
Holten, 
Osgood, 
Gorham, 
Higginson, 
Collins, 
Arnold, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 
Floyd, 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, 


Fitzsimmons, 


Wilson, 


Montgomery, 


Peters, 
M*Comd, 
Bedford, 
T. S. Lee, 
Hemsley, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, . 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
Bard, 
Gervais, : 


783. 


divided. 


mittee 
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words © that it be further recommended” to the words cc whole revenue 
received from each ſtate” incluſively, being re-committed ; 
A motion was made by Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. Bland, 
„ That Congreſs now take up and complete that part of the report 
for ſupporting and eſtabliſhing public credit, which relates to the rai. 
ing a revenue by impoſts upon imported goods and merchandize :" 


And on the queſtion to agree to wy the yeas and nays being n. 
quired by Mr. Bland, | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, a OP on 
EE 18 Mr. White, | 25 divided 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, of 
| Mr. Osgood, no 
Mr. Gorham, wr.” 
5 Mr. Higginson, no | 
 Rhode-lsland, Mr. Arnold, no > * 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, no) | 
NN Mr. Dyer, ot 5 | 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, no; | 
Oe | Mr. Hamilton, no f 10 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
„ Mr. Clark, ge | 
| MED Mr. Condict, ay | 
Pennsylovania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no) | 
Dm, TS Mr. Wilson, N | 
Mr. Montgomery, nor"? ; 
Mr, Peters, | no} g 
Delaware, Mr. M Comb, ay? | 
„ Mr. Bedford, 3 * 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, no : 
N Mr. Hemsley, 2 _ 1 
Virginia, _ Madison, no? 1 
Mr. Bland, a _ | 
Mr. A. Lee, - divided a 
„ Mr. Mercer, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 65 
„ 55 Mr. Williamson, 10 ö divide 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 1 
8 . Mr. Izard, no > no : 
Mr. Gervais, no} 0 
So it t paſſed | in the negative. 7 85 fr 
| — i en 
SATURDAY, March 22, 1783. : th 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gortam, Mr. Collins and WW re 
Fitzſimmons, to whom was recommitted the ordinance on the meg m. 
rial from the inhabitants of Nantucket, reported the draught of a pig th 
port, which was read and agreed to. be 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr N we 
er and Mr. Bedford, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Dye" "MW ac. 
_ gether with the memorial of the officers of the army, and the repotti is 
the committee thereon; Congreſs came to the following reſolution act 
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Wbereas the officers of the ſeveral lines under the immediate com- 
mand of his excellency general Waſhington, did, by their late memo- 
rial tranſmitted by their committee, repreſent to Congreſs, that the 
half-pay granted by ſundry reſolutions, was regarded in an unfavour- 
able light by the citizens of ſome of theſe ſtates, who would prefer a 
compenſation for a limited term of years, or by a ſum in groſs, to an 
eſtabliſhment for life; and did, on that account, ſolicit a commuta- 


mentioned, in order to remove all ſubject of diſſatisfaction from the 


well of gratifying the reaſonable expeQations of the officers of the 
army, as of removing all objections which may exiſt in any part of the 


the faith of the United States hath been pledged ; perſuaded that thoſe 


objections can uw ariſe from the nature of the compenſation, not 
from any indiſpoſiti 


their country: 


Therefore Resolved, That ſuch officers as are now in ſervice, and 


the amount of five years full pay in money, or ſecurities on intereſt at 
ſix per cent. per annum, as Congreſs {hall find moſt convenient, inſtead 


of the reſpective ſtates, and not of officers individually in thoſe lines, 
through the commanding-officer os the ſouthern army, from thoſe un- 


life as aforeſaid ; the acceptance or refuſal to be determined by corps, 
and to be ſignified in the ſame manner, and within the ſame time as 
above-mentioned : . 


That all officers belonging to the hoſpital department, who are en- 


entitled to half- pay for life, may collectively, in each ſtate of which 
| they are inhabitants, accept or refuſe the ſame; their acceptance or 

refuſal to be ſignified by agents authorized for that purpoſe, within ſix 
months from this period; that with reſpe& to ſuch retiring officers, 
the commutation, if accepted by them, ſhall be in lieu of whatever may 


well as of what might hereafter become due; and that ſo ſoon as their 
acceptance ſhall be ſignified, the ſuperintendant of finance be, and he 


accordingly, and to iſſue to them certificates bearing intereſt at ſix 


tion of their half-pay for an equivalent in one of the two modes above- 


minds of their fellow-citizens : and whereas Congreſs are deſirous, as 
United States, to the principle of the half-pay eſtabliſhment, for which 


on to compenſate thoſe whoſe ſervices, ſacrifices 
and ſufferings, have ſo juſt a title to the approbation and rewards of 


ſhall continue therein to the end of the war, ſhall be entitled to receive 


of the half-pay promiſed for life, by the reſolution of the 21ſt day of 
October, 1780; the ſaid ſecurities to be ſuch as ſhall be given to other 
creditors of the United States, provided it be at the option of the lines 


| to accept or refuſe the ſame ; and provided alſo, that their election 
ſhall be ſignified to Congreſs through the commander in chief, from 
the lines under his immediate command, within two months, and 


der his command, within ſix months from the date of this reſolution : 
That the ſame commutation ſhall extend to the corps not belonging 
to the lines of particular ſtates, and who are entitled to half-pay for 


titled to half. pay by the reſolution of the 17th day of January, 1781, 
may collectively agree to accept or refuſe the aforeſaid commutation, 
lignifying the ſame through the commander in chief within fix months 
from this time: that ſuch officers as have retired at different periods, 


be now due to them ſince the time of their retiring from ſervice, as 


is hereby directed to take meaſures for the ſettlement of their accounts 


-, 
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per cent. That all officers entitled to half-pay for life not included 
in the preceding reſolution, may alſo collectively agree to accept or 
refuſe the aforeſaid commutation, ſignifying the ſame within fx 


months from this time. 
On the queſtion to agree to the fore 


being required by Mr. Condit, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, nod 
> ks Mr. White, a0 f no 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay]; 
Mr. Os good, a U 
Mr. Gorbam, ay * 
Mr. Higginson, ay | 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Arnold, no >» 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, ay | 
5 Mr. Dyer, ay ð 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay } 
e Mr. Hamilton, jd * 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
| Mr. Clark, NO BY no 
7 Mr. Condict, q 
 Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay) 
| | Mr. Pilson, ay 
Mr. Montgomery, ay (% 
. Mr. Peters, ay ; 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comd, ay? 
1 Mr. Bedford, 25 oY 
Maryland, Mr. , Lee, @y 
1 Mr. Hemsley, Pt oy 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay 
= Mr. Bland, ay 
| Mr. A. Lee, ay (% 
333 Mr. Mercer, ay 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
| Mr. Williamson, © 2 | 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
e Mr. Izard, a” 
Mr. Gervais, ay} © 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, 


going act, the yeas and nay 


3 Monpar, March 24, 1783. | 
A letter, of February 5, from the marquis de la Fayette, announc- 
ing a general peace, and a copy of orders given by the count DE.. 


taing, vice-admiral of France, to the chevalier Du Queſne, command 
er of the corvette Triumph, diſpatched from Cadiz the 6th of Februs- 


ry laſt, for the purpoſe of putting a ſtop to all hoſtilities by ſea ; being 


laid before Congreſs and read: | ö 
Resolved, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby directed 
immediately to re- call all armed veſſels cruizing under commiſſions 


from the United States of America. 


1 — 2 
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| WEDNESDAY, March 26, 1783, 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Ha- 
milton and Mr. Peters, to whom were referred aletter of the 7th, from 
the commander in chief, and a letter of the 13th, from col. Armand : 


the army of the United States with the rank of colonel, and having 


approbation of the commander in chief for his intelligence, zeal and 
bravery. | 


* 


the command of his preſent corps. 


o 


liamſon and Mr. Bland, to whom was referred a memorial of Charles 
Mortimer : 1 V³L[s 5 

Resolved, That Dr. Charles Mortimer's account be ſettled for pay 
and rations on the ſame principle as a junior ſurgeon, for the term 


ſervice: : 
That the director-general in the hoſpital department, take order for 


has expended in the public hoſpital. _ - 
Ffbar, March 28, 1783, F 
Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
on the means of reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, and of obtain- 
ing from the ſtates ſubſtantial funds for funding the whole debt of 


lows: | | | 
„That as a more convenient and certain rule of aſcertaining the 


to in Congreſs, and the ſeveral ſtates are adviſed to authorize their 


inſtrument of union, in the words following, to wit : 


War and all other expenſes that ſhall be incurred for the common de- 


land within each ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon, as ſuch 
land and the buildings and improvements thereon, ſhall be eſtimated 
zecording to ſuch mode as the United States in Congreſs aſſembled 


made void, and in place thereof it is declared and concluded, the ſame 


Charges of war and all other expenſes that have been or ſhall be in- 
curred for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the 


nited States in Congreſs aſſembled, except ſo far as ſhall be other- 


Colonel Armand having entered at an early period of the war into 

ſerved with diſtinction in that rank, ſo as to acquire the particular 
Resolved, That in conſideration of the merit and ſervices of colonel 

Armand, he be promoted to the rank of brigadier-general, retaining 


On the report of a. committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gervais, Mr. Wil- 


of nine months, during which he appears to have been in the public 


delivering to Dr. Mortimer a quantity of medicines equal to what he 


the United States; and the laſt clauſe being amended to read as fol- 


proportions to be ſupplied by the ſtates reſpeCtively, to the common 
W treaſury, the following alteration in the articles of confederation and 
perpetual union between the ſtates be, and the ſame is hereby agreed 
reſpective delegates to ſubſcribe and ratify the ſame, as part of the ſaid 


So much of the 8th of the articles of confederation and perpetual 
union, as is contained in the words following, to wit: All charges of 


lence or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Con- 


grels aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a common treaſury, which 
ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion to the value of all 


ſhall, from time to time, direct and appoint ; is hereby revoked and 


having been agreed to in a Congreſs of the United States, that all 
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wiſe provided for, ſhall be defrayed ont of a common' treaſury, which 
ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates, in proportion to the whole number! 
of free inhabitants, and ths of the number of all other inhabitants of 
every ſex and condition, except Indians not paying taxes in each ſtate; 
which number ſhall be triennally taken and tranſmitted to the Uni: 
ted States in Congreſs aſſembled, in ſuch mode as they ſhall direQ and 


appoint.” 


A motion was made by Mr. Bland, freondid by Mr. A. Lee, that 
the ſame be ſtruck out of the report: 

And on the queſtion, ſhall the paragraph, as amended, ſtand as par 
of the report? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bland, 


New-Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts, 


Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


| New- York, 
New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


a Virginia, 


Nortb-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, ; 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


M r. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


3 Mr. 
So the queſtion was loſt, and the paragraph ſtruck out. 

| — . — 

SATURDAY, March 29, 1783. 


A motion was made by Mr. A. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Holten 782 
« that the ſuperintendant of finance do lay before Congreſs immed 


Floyd, 


Pilson, 


Gilman, a 
White, 4 ay 
Holten, no 

Os good, 
Gorbam, 
Higęginson, 
Collins, 
Arnold, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 


Boudinot, 
Clark, © 
Mifflin, 


Fitzsimmons, 


Montgomery, 
M*Comdb, 
Bedford, 

T. S. Lee, 
Hemsley, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 

A. Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
Izard, 
eats, 


ately, an account of all monies which were in his hands at his comin Vo 


into office, or have been received ſince for the public uſe, together 
with the application of all ſuch monies in each month, diſtinguiſhing 
the date of each payment, the perfon to whom, and the purpoſe for 
which ſuch payment was made“, | 

A motion was made by Mr. Oſgood, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 
that the motion be committed : | 

And on the queſtion for commitment, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr. A. Lee, | nn 
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Rhode-[sland, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


_ South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr, 
Mr. 


Osgood, 
Gorham, 
Higginson, 
Collins, 
Arnold, 
Wolcott, 
Dyer, 
Floyd, © 
Hamilton, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, - 
Mifflin, | 
Fitzsimmons, 
Vilson, 


Montgomery, 


M*Comb, 
Bedford, 
T. S. Lee, 
Carroll, 
Hemsley, 
Jones, 
Nadi son, 
Bland, 

„ Let, - 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
Izard, 


Nezo-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, nod © 
1 | Mr. White, | no no 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 


YH = Mr. Gervais, 
So the queſtion was loſt, 3 3 

A motion was then made by Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. William- 
on, é that the motion of Mr. Lee be poſtponed, in order to fill up the 
"mmittees of five, appointed on the 1ſt Monday in July and 1ſt Mon- 
nul in January laſt, purſuant to the reſolution of the 17th of June, 
olen s 2 :“ and on the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being 
medi *uired by Mr. A. Lee, e ; 
min Vor. VIII. R 
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New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, „ 
| 9 Mr. White, 2 divided. 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no 
Mr. Osgood, Al 5 
Mr. Gorham, ay we 
| Mr. Higginson, no | 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, 8 
3 Mr. Arnold, 21 divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, . no 
0 | Mr. Dyer, no _— 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, no) 
Mr. Hamilton, not mo 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, a 
ing Mr. Clark, | 3 5 oy 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, 1 
Mr. Fitzsimmons, Al 
Mr. Wilson, no £7 
Mr. Montgomery, no 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comd, ay? 5:5; 
1 Mr. Bedford, 2 divided, 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, 1 
. Mr. Carroll, non 
Mr. Hemsley, 1 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, nod 
Y Mr. Madison, No 
Mr. Bland, no Uno 
Mr. A. Lee, nol”. 
3 Mr. Mercer, no} 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, noQ e 
np | Mr. Williamson, 7 n 
South-Carolina, 4 * any 
r. Ramsa a Fe” 
wh ag , 2 ate 


Mr. Gervais, 


— 


So it paſſed in the negative. = 1 
A motion was then made by Mr, Madiſon, ſeconded by Mr, Wilſon, 


that the motion before the houſe be poſtponed, in order to take into 
| conſideration the following motion 


That it be the duty of the ſuperintendant of finance, with as lit S 
tle delay as may be, and thereafter on the day of uM 4 


every year, to lay before the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ? 
ſtate of all monies received into his department, with the times when, 
and the perſons from whom they ſhall have been received; and alſo? 0 


ſtate of all payments made immediately under his warrant, with the ham 


times when, the perſons to whom, and purpoſes for which ſuch war tee o 


rants ſhall have been iſſued : that he alſo, at the periods aforeſaid, ident 


before the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, copies of the receipt" Re 


given to him for all ſuch warrants, with the amount of the eſtimate dollay 
or ſubſtance of the other documents on which the warrants ſhall ha mont! 
been iſſued ; and alſo a report from the comptroller's office, how fußt the fu 


ſaid, ſhall have been finally and ſatisfactorily accounted for:“ 
And on the queſtion tor poſtponing, the yeas and nays being requir- 
ed by Mr. A Lee, 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, 
Mr. White, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 
Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. Gorham, 
Woes Mr. Higginson, 
Rhode-lsland, Mr. Collins, 


Mr. Arnold, 
Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, 
55 Mr. Dyer, 
New-York, Mr. Hoyd, : 
Os Mr. Hamilton, 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
. Mr. Clark, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, 


Mr. Fitzsimmons, a 
Mr. Von, 
Mr. Montgomery, ay 


Delaware, Mr. M. Comb, no 
8 . Mr. Bedford, no 5 no 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, ay 
| Mr. Carroll, 2 ay 
Mr. Hemsley, no 


Mr. Madison, ay 


Mr. Bland, no >, 
Mr. 4. Lee, no! 
Mr. Mercer, n 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no f 
® Mr. Williamson, 7 divided. 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
. 1 Mr. Ramsay, wo | 
Mr. Izard, no £9 
Mr. Gervais, no 


So it paſſed in the negative. 5 dents 
| After farther debate, an adjournment was called for and carried, 
Monpar, March 31, 1783. „ 


bam and Mr. Rutledge, to whom was referred the report of a commit- 


dent of Congreſs: | 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to J. Hancock, Eſq; 3248 
ollars, in full, for houſehold and other expenſes for two years and five 
Months, being the time he acted as preſident of Congreſs ; and that 
te ſuperintendant of finance take order for the payment thereof, 
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the monies iſſued under warrants of the ſaid ſuperintendant, as afore- 


Virginia, Mr. Jones, no . 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Gor. 


dee on a letter of May 6, 1782, from Mr. J. Hancock, formerly preſi. 


out a part of the report of the committee on the means of reſtori 


tial funds for funding the whole debt of the United States, be re. co. 
| ſidered, vo 5 


for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the Uni 


_ treaſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion u 


| ſhall be eſtimated according to ſuch mode as the United States in Con 


or ſhall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, aut 


| ſhall be otherwiſe provided for, ſhall be defrayed out of a commol 
treaſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion t 
the whole number of white and other free citizens and inhabitants d 
every age, ſex and condition, including thoſe bound to ſervitude for! 


foregoing deſcription, except Indians, not paying taxes, in each ſlate; 
which number ſhall be triennially taken and tranſmitted to the United 
States in Congreſs aſſembled, in ſuch mode as they {hall direct and ap 
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Ordered, That Mr. Gilman have leave of abſence. 


— 228 
5 Tos Dar, April 1, 1783. 
Mr. Ellſworth, a delegate for the ſtate of Connecticut, attend, 
and took his ſeat in Congreſs. | | 
On motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Oſgood, 
Resolved, That the motion made on the 28th of March laſt, to firik 


and {ſupporting public credit, and of obtaining from the ſtates ſubſtu. 


The paragraph being then amended to read as follows : 

«© That as a more convenient and certain rule of aſcertaining th 
proportions to be ſupplied by the ſtates reſpectively to the comma 
treaſury, the following alteration in the articles of confederation and 
perpetual union between theſe ſtates be, and the ſame is hereby apree 
to in Congreſs, and the ſeveral ſtates are adviſed to authorize thei 
re ſpective delegates to ſubſcribe and ratify the ſame, as part of th 
ſaid inſtrument of union, in the words following, to wit: 

„ So much of the 8th of the articles of confederation and perpetul 
union between the thirteen ſtates of America, as is contained in th 
words following, to wit : 1 5 

« All charges of war and all other expenſes that ſhall be incurrl 


ted States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a comma 


the value of all land within each ſtate granted to or ſurveyed for ay 
perſon, as ſuch land and the buildings and improvements thereon, 


greſs aſſembled ſhall, from time to time, direct and appoint,” is hereby 
revoked and made void; and in place thereof it is declared and col. 
cluded, the ſame having been agreed to in 4 Congreſs of the United 
States, that all charges of war and all other expenſes that have been 


allowed by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, except ſo far i 


term of years, and ths of all other perſons not comprehended in tht 


point: + — 5 
And on the queſtion, ſhall the clauſe, as amended, ſtand part of the 
report ? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bland, 
New- Hampshire, Mr. White, ay > * 

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no 
| Mr. Osgood, ay (%. 
Mr. Gorbam, ay divides 

Mr. Higginson, no} 
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Rhode-1sland, Mr. Collins, 21 1 
Mr. Arnold, no 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, 5 
Mr. Wolcott, ay >ay 
Mr. Dyer, ay 
| New-York, Mr. Floyd, 95 . 
Mr. Hamilton, ay * 
New-Tersey, Mr. Boudinot, ore 
8 Mr. Clark, ay J 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
Mr. Montgomery, ay > ay 
| % Mr. Peters, ay 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comb, ay * 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, aye a 
oo Mr. Hemsley, ayS 7 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay 
TO Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, no 
. Mr. Mercer, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 42 2 
| Mr. Williamson, ay 7 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
1 Mr. 1zard, Tt 4 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Dyer 
ind Mr. Rutledge, to whom was referred the report of the ſecretary 
at war, on a memorial from colonel Broadhead : 


to colonel Broadhead of 9845 dollars, being the amount of money ex- 
pended by him in defending ſeveral ſuits brought againſt him for cer- 
tain tranſactions during his command at Fort-Pitt: 


olonel Broad head of 150 dollars, being the value of the preſents made 


ly Indians of the Delaware tribe: 


on That the legiſlature of Pennſylvania be requeſted to take the neceſ⸗- 
oy lary mea{ures for indemnifying colonel Broadhead againſt the actions 
n 


lepending againſt him in the county of Weſtmoreland, or for putting 
ertain orders and acts iſſued and done by him during ſuch command, 


"gaged to ſupport him. 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr, Oſgood, Mr. Izard, 
r. A. Lee, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Gervais, to whom were ales 


deptember, from the hon. F. Dana: 
Resolved, That the hon. Henry Laurens have leave to return to 
imerica, agreeably to his requeſt, 


ed. 


efferſon,! in an{wer to his letter of the 13th of March, that Congreſs 


Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance take order for payment 


That the ſuperintendant of finance alſo take order for payment to 


by him whilſt on command at Fort-Pitt, to the chiefs and other friend- 


| ſtop to thoſe actions, the ſame having been brought on account of 


In which orders and acts, Congreſs, on the 18th day of April, 17 80, 


a letter of the 15th December, from the hon. H. Laurens, one of the 
13th of March, from the hon. T. Jefferſon, and one of the 28th of 


Resolved, That the ſecretary for foreign affairs inform the hon. T. 
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ter of the 5th of December, 1782, from the governor of New-Orlean, 
na, reſpecting a criminal contempt of public faith and a violation d 

the law of nations, alleged to have been committed by Meſſrs, Church 
Tying the flag of his Catholic majeſty : | 

| tain redreſs of any injuries he may have ſuſtained from Meſſrs, Churd 

and Haydon, is by proſecution in due courſe of law; and that a letter 
be written by the preſident to the ſupreme executive of the ſtated 


Maſſachuſetts, encloſing a copy of the ſaid letters, and recommending 
to the ſaid executive to give all ſuch countenance, protection and al 


the ſaid Meſſrs. Church and Haydon, as becomes the United States i 
give to the ſubjeQs of powers in amity, who ſhall complain of a vs 
olation of the laws of nations and rights of neutrality, together vi 
py of a letter of the 5th of December, from the governor of New-Or- 
ſtating the violation of the laws of nations and rights of neutrality 


referred to a committee of three. 


ments for any regiment or corps in the army of the United States, u 


conſider the object of his appointment ſo far advanced, as to render i 
unneceſſary for him to purſue his voyage; and that Congreſs are we] 
ſatisfied with the readineſs he has ſhe wn in undertaking a ſervice, Which, 
from the preſent ſituation of affairs, they apprehend can be diſpenſe, 
with. | 3 Wn 
Resolved, That Mr. Dana, having intimated his intention of retun. 
ing to America, Congreſs do approve of the ſame, provided he ſhoul 
not be engaged in a negociation with the court of Peterſburgh at th Bj 
time of receiving this reſolution, in which caſe it is the deſire of Con. 
greſs that he ſhould finiſh ſuch negociation before he returns. 

Ordered, That Mr, Montgomery have leave of abſence, 

| | Fz1Dar, April 4, 1783. 

On the report of the agent of marine, to whom were referred alt. 


and a letter of the 2d of March laſt, from the governor of Hayn. 


and Haydon, inhabitants of Boſton, in the capture of a Spaniſh br 
the property of Don Antonio Argote, and in firing upon a boat ar 


Resolved, That the proper mode for Don Antonio Argote to ob 


ſiſtance to the ſaid Don Antonio de Argote, in his attempts to obtain 
legal ſatisfaction for the injuries alleged to have been done to him by 


lation of their rights. . TR | 
Ordered, That ſo much of the foregoing letters as relates to thew 


a note from the hon. the miniſter of France, accompanied with the cc 
leans, and a letter of the 25th of March, from Don Antonio Argoth 
alleged to have been committed by Church and Haydon, aforeſaid, ie 


On motion of Mr. Rutledge, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, | 
Resolved, That the ſeveral ſtates be required to ſuſpend all enliſ 


til the further order of Congreſs, „„ 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr 
Dyer, Mr, Condi& and Mr. Montgomery, to whom was referre 
letter of March the 5th, from the poſt-maſter-general : 

Resotved, That the poſt-maſter-general be, and he is hereby autbe 
rized, from time to time, to appoint a deputy to attend the main am} 


who ſhall be entitled to draw proviſions not exceeding two rations 


day, and to ſuch other reward as may be ſtipulated by the poſt-· maſte 
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rant from the commander in chief, it being provided that the amount 


to ſuch officer by an act of Congreſs, dated the 11th of March, 1782; 
ſuch pay to commence from the 10th of March laſt, when Mr. Alvey, 
late poſt-maſter with the main army, reſigned. e 
_ Monpar, April 7, 1783. 8 

On the report of a committee, conliſting of Mr, Hamilton, Mr. Pe- 
ers and Mr. Gorham: | Pao, | 9 0 | 

Resolved, That the ſecretary at war, in concert with the comman- 
zer in chief, be, and he is hereby directed to conſider and report to 


ake in the preſent juncture for reducing the expenſes of the United 


9 States in the war department. 


ls 
A. 
0 
ch 
ng 
Cas 


nd Mr. Dyer, to whom was referred a letter of the 31ſt of March from 
be ſecretary at war, reſpecting a claim of Morgan Lewis, Eſq; late 
leputy quarter-maſter, to the permanent rank and emoluments of a 
ml; 5 „„ 
Ordered, That the ſecretary at war inform Morgan Lewis, Eſq; 


* er the reſolutions of the 21ſt of October, 1780, with the emoluments 
en e' colonel, cannot conſiſtent with the rules heretofore laid down, be 
te of dmitted. | 1 5 5 | | ETSY, Ds RG 

d of: WEDNESDAY, April 9, 1788. . 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ellſworth, Mr. Madiſon and Mr. 


btan : | | 
mby itzlimmons, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Clark, report, 
(+5 to lat an amendment be made in the report on ſinance, by inſerting the 


ollowing clauſe : 


4 Vo- 


he vi. 


r with p 
ayment of the ſaid 1,500,000 dollars. 


he £0: : 32 | | 1 
w.0t- A motion was made by Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. Dyer, to poſt- 
lugo, one the conſideration of the report, in order to conſider the following 


ality mendment: 


aid, be 8 | | | 
" enue for all intereſt by them to be hereafter reſpectively paid on loan- 
lice certificates, and other liquidated debts of the United States:“ 


\ enlif And on the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being requir- 
tes w by Mr. Clark, 5 1 „„ 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay 
n, Mr | 3 Mr. Gorham, ay Fay 
erred 5 Mr. Higginson, ay) 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, of 
auth bn nos „ Mr. Arnold. vi wg 
n art} Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no}. 
ati00s | Mr. Wolcott, | ac 
mate! WR: Mr. Dyer, on) 


general, to be paid as heretofore by the pay-maſte r-general, upon a war- 


of luch rations and pay ſhall not exceed the allowance which was made 


ongreſs, as ſpeedily as may be, ſuch meaſures as it will be proper to 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr. Floyd 


hat his claim to permanent rank, and to be conſidered as retiring un- 


That certificates for, intereſt due on loans and other liquidated 
edts of the United States, to be granted if applied for, under ſuch 
egulations as Congreſs ſhall eſtabliſh, ſhall be received as ſpecie, in 


* That every ſtate ſhall be credited out of the laſt mentioned re- 


* 
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New-York, Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. Hamilton, 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
| Mr. Clark, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
; Mr. Wilson, 
Maryland, Mr, T. S. Lee, 
1 Mr. Carroll, 
Virginia, | Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Mercer, 
| | North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
* N Mr. Williamson, 
| South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, 
ii Mr. Tzard, 
|: 80 it was reſolved i in the affirmative. 
11 On the queſtion to agree to the amendment moved by Mr. Clark 
ity the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Clark, 
15% Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, mo 
1's Mr. Gorham, © ay > no 
, = Mr. Higginson, no] 
1. Rbode-1sland, Mr. Collins, ay _ 
. | MM. Arnold, . vt Y 
ne Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, ay 
5 | Mr. Wolcott, 42 
3H Mr. Dyer, ay) 
438 New-York, Mr. Hyd, No 
1 | Mr. Hamilton, "my „ 
It New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no : 
ol 9 | Mr. Clark, a 5 divided. 
* þ Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, - 
3 | . Mr. Wilson, n0 5 0 
i Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, nod 
1 ts 8 Mr. Carroll, 21 9220 
14 Virginia, Mr. Jones, wt | 
j 80 Mr. Madison, no 
no 
Mr. Bland, ws WOE 
Mr. . eee 21 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no? 
. Mr. Williamson, 2 8 
South- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, nod _ 
| Mr. 1zard, | no 5 an 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


The queſtion being taken on the report of the committee, paſſed 
the negative. 
— — 
THURSDAY, April 10, 1788. 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Peters, Mr. Dye 


and Mr. T. S. Lee, to whom was referred a letter of the 23d of Mad 
from the commander in chief: 
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Resolved, That Congreſs are ſatisfied with the reaſons which have 
prevailed with major-general the marquis de la Fayette, for his ſtay 
in Europe, and his conſequent abſence from his command in the army 
of the United States, and have a high ſenſe of the new proofs he has 
exhibited of his zeal in the cauſe of the ſaid ſtates, and of his conſtant 
attachment to their intereſts and welfare. 5 = 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hemſley, Mr. Ger- 
vais and Mr. Fitzſimmons, to whom were referred a memorial and the 
accounts of Oliver Pollock : | 5 
Resolved, That the three invoices of goods ſhipped by O. Pollock, | 
for account of the United States, but which were received and made | | 
uſe of by the ſtate of Virginia, amounting, with intereſt to the 1ſt of 
March, 1783, to 23,28884 dollars, be admitted in the ſettlement of it 
his accounts with the United States; but that he be obliged to pro- V's 
duce vouchers to ſhew that the goods in invoice, marked C, amounting, 
with intereſt, to the 1ſt of March, 1783, to the ſum of 317783 dol- 
Jars, was before credited to the United States, and that until he pro- : 
duce ſuch vouchers, this ſum be not admitted. | 0 
Resolved, That the charge of 196 13g dollars, for damages on bills | 
drawn by the ſaid O. Pollock upon S. and J. H. Delap, of Bourdeaux, 
be allowed, provided it ſhall appear that 10,000 dollars, which was the Wh 
amount of the bills drawn, were at the time of drawing due to the ul 
ſaid Oliver Pollock by the United States, but if not, that damages be 
allowed for the ſum due to him at the time of the damage ſuſtained, | | LY 
upon proof being made that thoſe damages were actually paid, _ | 
Resolved, That the charge of 1600 dollars, paid to William Mur- q! 
ray, for his attendance on Congreſs for 16 months, together with the | |; 


intereſt charged thereon, be not admitted. - 1 

Resolved, That the charge of 11,13333 dollars, for paper-money, ll 
be not admitted. BO 
Resolved, That the charge for damages on the ſale of his eſtate, 
and the charge for expenſes in coming from New-Orleans, to ſolicit 
the ſettlement and payment of his accounts, be not admitted, 

_  Frapar, April 11, 1783. | 2 
| The ſecretary for foreign affairs, to whom was referred a letter of ; 
21ſt January, from the hon. B. Franklin, with an agreement between 
be miniſters plenipotentiary of the United States of America, and 
he miniſter plenipotentiary of his Britannic majeſty, on the 20th of 
anuary laſt, relative to a ceſſation of hoſtilities, reported the draught 
fa proclamation, as follows: 


By the United States of America in Congreſs aſſembled. 
FCC 

Veclaring the ceſſation of arms, as well by ſea as by land, agreed upon 

between the United States of America and his Britannic majeſty ; 

and enjoining the obſervance thereof. 
hereas proviſional articles were ſigned at Paris on the 30th day 

1 November laſt, between the miniſters plenipotentiary of the United 

dates of America for treating of peace, and the miniſter plenipoten- 


"ay of his Britannic majeſty, to be inſerted in, and to conſtitue the 
Vor. VIII. NY 1 
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treaty of peace propoſed to be concluded between the United Sta 


of America and his Britannic majeſty, when terms of peace ſhould h 
agreed upon between their moſt Chriſtian and Britannic majeſties ; 20 
whereas, preliminaries for reſtoring peace between their moſt Chriſty 


and Britannic majeſties were ſigned at Verſailles, on the 20th dayd 


January laſt, by the miniſters of their moſt Chriſtian and Britannz 


majeſties: and whereas preliminaries for reſtoring peace between th 
ſaid king of Great-Britain and the king of Spain, were alſo figng| 


at Verſailles on the ſame 20th day of January laſt : 
By which ſaid preliminary articles it hath been agreed, that as {6 
as the ſame were ratified, hoſtilities between the ſaid kings, their kin, 


doms, ſtates and ſubjects, ſhould ceaſe in all parts of the world; wi 
it was further agreed, that all veſſels and effects that might be taknf 


in the channel and in the North-ſeas, after the ſpace of 12 days fr 


the ratification of the ſaid preliminary articles, ſhould be reftord; 


that the term ſhould be one month from the channel and North-{ 


as far as the Canary iſlands, incluſively, whether in the ocean or th 


Mediterranean; two months from the {aid Canary iſlands as far 28th 
equinoctial line or equator: and laſtly, five months in all other put 
of the world, without any exception or more particular deſcription d 
time or place: and whereas it was declared by the miniſter plenips 
tentiary of the king of Great-Britain, in the name and by the expr 


order of the king his maſter, on the ſaid 20th day of January laſt, thi 
the ſaid United States of America, their ſubjects and their poſleſſony 


ſhall be comprized in the above-mentioned ſuſpenſion of arms, at the ſan 


_ epochs, and in the ſame manner as the three crowns above-mentioned 


their ſubjects aud poſſeſſions reſpeQively ; upon condition, that on ti 
part and in the name of the United States of America, a ſimilar dt 


claration ſhall be delivered, expreſsly declaring their aſſent to the fl 


ſuſpenſion of arms, and containing an aſſurance of the moſt perfe&rt 
ciprocity on their part: and whereas the miniſters plenipotentiary d 


| theſe United States, did, on the 20th day of January, in the name ul 
by the authority of the ſaid United States, accept the ſaid declaratih 


and declare that the ſaid ſtates ſhould cauſe all hoſtilities to cel 


_ againſt his Britannic majeſty, his ſubjects and his poſſeſſions, at tho 
terms and epochs agreed upon between his ſaid majeſty the king of Greit 


Britain, his majeſty the king of France, and his majeſty the king d 
Spain, ſo and in the ſame manner as had been agreed upon betvetl 
thoſe three crowns, and to produce the ſame effects: and whereas tif 
ratifications of the ſaid preliminary articles, between their moſt Chrb 
tian and Britannic majeſties, were exchanged by their miniſters on tt 
3d day of February laſt; and between his Britannic majeſty and th 


king of Spain, on the 9th day of February laſt: and whereas it is dt 
will and pleaſure, that the ceſſation of hoſtilities between the Unitet 
Sates of America and his Britannic majeſty, ſhould be conformable 


the epochs fixed between their moſt Chriſtian and Britannic majeſits 

We have thought fit to make known the ſame to the citizens“ 
theſe ſtates; and we hereby ſtrictly charge and command all our 0 
cers, both by ſea and land, and other ſubjeQs of theſe United State 
to forbear all acts of hoſtility, either by ſea or by land, againſt l 
Britannic majeſty or his ſubjeCts, from and after the reſpective tin 


agreed upon between their moſt Chriſtian and Britannic majeſtics, as 

ſaid. | | FR 
5" we do further require all governors and others, the executive 
powers of theſe United States reſpectively, to cauſe this our procla- 


d within their ſeveral juriſdictions. 
E” Done in Congreſs, &c. 


nd nays being required by Mr. Mercer, 


ny New-Hampsbire, Mr. White, ay > * 

" Massachusetts, _ 33 ay) 

Kel i r. CSgood, 1 

rom Mr. 8 ay (Y 

red Mr. Higginson, ay ) 

{ey Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, a2 

tht i Mr. Arnold, 2 9 

ti Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, ay 

part Mr. Wolcott, » 

on 0 Mr. Dyer, ay 

ihr New-York, Mr. Floyd, 4 bs - 

* ZN Mr. Hamilton, dy 7 

„ that | Ferse Mr. Boudinot a 

Holz e Mr, Clark, : oy Wy 

» [ant Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, ay j- 

ioneh 5 Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay ay 

a BY Mr. Wilson, ay 

ar de. roland Mr. T. S. Lee a 

ne (aid md, Mr. Carroll, f 2 * 

eat Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay 

jary 0 | Mr. Madison, T1... 

me ul Mr. Bland, ay 9 

ratioh | Mr. Mercer, no } 

o ceak North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay , 

, at th „ | Mr. Williamson, 35 ad 

4 South - Carolina, 4 apa gdh dt ay 

in | Mr. 1zard, 9 
— So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
10 | Toxspar, April 15, 1783. AD 
= Congreſs took into conſideration the articles agreed upon at Paris, 
wy auen the 30th day of November laſt, entitled “Articles agreed upon by 
7 nd between Richard Oſwald, Eſq; the commiſſioner of his Britannic 
able jeſty, for treating of peace with the commiſſioners of the United 
ajefi plates of America, in behalf of his ſaid majeſty on the one part, and 


izens 0 


ſchn Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay and Henry Laurens, four 
the commiſſioners of the ſaid ſtates, for treating of peace with the 


** ommiſſioner of his ſaid majeſty, on their behalf, on the other part; 
ainſt h 0 de inſerted in, and to conſtitute the treaty of peace propoſed to be 
ve tin cluded between the crown of Great-Britain and the ſaid United 


"tes ; but which treaty is not to be concluded until terms of peace 
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mation to be made public, to the end that the ſame may be duly ob- 


On the queſtion to agree to the foregoing proclamation, the yeas 
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ſhall be agreed upon between Great-Britain and France, and his Br. 
tannic majeſty ſhall be ready to conclude ſuch treaty accordingly » 
and thereupon, | 5 Ny 
Resolved, That the agent of marine cauſe all the naval priſonergy 
be ſet at liberty, 5 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be, and he is hereby i. 
ſtructed to make the proper arrangements with the commander in chief 
of the Britiſh forces, for receiving poſſeſſion of the poſts in the Unitel 

States occupied by the troops of his Britannic majeſty ; and for obtain, 

ing the delivery of all Negroes and other property of the inhabitany 
of the United States in the poſſeſſion of the Britiſh forces, or any ſub. 
Jeas of, or adherents to his ſaid Britannic majeſty ; and that the fi 
cretary at war, in conjunction with the commander in chief, take pn. 
per arrangements for ſetting at liberty all land priſoners. 

When the foregoing reſolution was under debate, a motion yy 
made by Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. Dyer, to ſtrike out the words 
in conjunction with the commander in chief!“ | 

And on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and my 
being required by Mr. Williamſon, 


 New-Hampshire, Mr. White, no >'* 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 
Ln oo W 4. oy... 
 Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold, ay > * 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, nod 
N Mr. Dyer, oy 28 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, 55 
= = Mr. Hamilton, vi Y 
New-Ferse Mr. Boudinot, — 2 
Jersey, 1 ve divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay? _ 
„ Mr. Peters, ay 2 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, ay > * 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, ay? 
i Mr. Carroll, ay 9 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay 
e Mr. Madison, ay \ ay 
SS SS Mr. Bland, © ay 
North. Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay} © 
7 PE | Mr. Williamson, ay 4 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay ] 
5 EE Mr. Tzard, ay Lay 
Mr. Gervais, ay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
| WEDNESDAY, April 16, 1783. | 
A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Bland 
re- conſider the refolution paſſed yeſterday, viz. * That the comman® 
in Chief,” &c. to the end, in order to take into conſideration the fol 
lowing propoſition in lieu thereof, viz. | 
That the commander in chief be directed to enter into preparatoſ 
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Fri arrangements, relative to the 7th article of the ſaid treaty, with the 
p00 commanders in chief of the Britiſh land and naval forces in America:“ q 
And on the queſtion, to re-conſider for the purpoſe above-mention- '0 
50 ed, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Williamſon, 1 
f MNeꝛo-Hampsbire, Mr. White, | no > * | 
2 Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no % 
de 5 Mr. Gorbam, ot _ | 
it Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, no 4. Jed | 
* Mr. Arnold, . i 
Pry Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, nod _ - 1 
y DE Mr. Dyer, — oy | 
* New-York, J j 
ry Mr. Hamilton, 4. * 1 
 New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot Do 1 
1 4 ” | | Mr), Clark, ; no 10 | 
"A Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, : no 1 
„ 195 Mr. Fitzsimmons, 295 | 
nagt | 
| Mr. Peters, ay) 0 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, "> © [| 
Maryland, Mr. T. 9» Lee, "7 divided # 
a Mr. Carroll, ay 4 {1 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay) 
Mr. Madison, ay F ay wi 
” Mr. Bland, ay N 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, on, I 
„%% Leap Mr. Williamson, ay J} | 
| South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 0 
10 . Mr. 1zard, ay pay i} 
: Mr. Gervais, ay ( 
So the queſtion was loſt, | 


_ Tavssnar, April 17, 1783. i 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr. Bland, 4 

Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Wolcott and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred i 
a letter of the 14th, from the ſecretary at war: 

Resolved, That immediate meaſures be taken for the ſale of all the 
dragoon horſes belonging to the United States, and of all ſuch arti- 
cles in the ſeveral military departments, as may not be neceſſary for 
the uſe of the army, previous to its reduction, or for the formation of 
magazines on a peace eſtabliſhment. „ | : 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report on revenue, when 
a motion was made by Mr. Gervais, ſeconded by Mr. Dyer, to ſtrike 
out the duty of 4th of a dollar per buſhel upon falt : = 

And on the queſtion, ſhall that part of the report ſtand ? the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. Gervais, 8 4 


— —ͤ— * — 2 
** 12 —•— 2 —— — — 
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art New- Hampshire, Mr. White, no > * | 4 
mw i Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no | 
the „ Mr. Gorbam, Z ow — 

Rhoge-Island, 


aratof Mr. Collins, | "I = 


Mr. Arnold, no 
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Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no) 
Mr. Dyer, nd ot 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay 
Mr. Hamilton, 4 2 
New-Tersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay) 
Mr. Clark, no H ay 
1 Mr. Condict, 5 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, a . 
Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 6 
Delaware, Mr. Me Comò, 4 
Mr. Bedford, ay 9 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, az 
oh Mr. Carroll, 4 2 
Virginia, Mr. 2 ay 
Mr. Madison, 25 
Ny Mr. Bland, ay } 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins. nod 
Mr. Williamson, pol oY 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
| Mr. 1zard, ay no 
Mr. Gervais, 2 


So the queſtion was loſt, and that clauſe, as well as the bounty of 
1th of a dollar per quintal of dried fiſh, and of a EE ſum per barrel 
of beef or pork exported, were ſtruck out. 

— ———» CD GEM__—— 
Fxrpar, April 18, 1783. 
| Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report on finance, and 
the following paragraph being under debate : 

« That as a further mean, as well of haſtening the extinguiſhment of 
the debts, as of eſtabliſhing the harmony of the United States, it be 
recommended to the ſtates which have paſſed no aQts towards comply: 
ing with the reſolutions of Congreſs of the 6th of September and 10th 
of October, 1780, relative to territorial ceſſions, to make the libenl 
ceſſions therein recommended; and to the ſtates which may have pil 
ſed acts complying with the ſaid reſolutions i in part only, to reviſe and 
complete ſuch compliance.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Rutledge, to 
Rrike out the words © and to the ſtates which may have paſſed a0 
complying with the ſaid reſolutions i in part only, to reviſe and col 
plete ſuch compliance? 

And on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? ? the yeas and 8. 
being required by Mr. Bland, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. White, ay 8 * 
AMassacbusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 
| Mr. Osgood, | ay 

Mr. Gorbam, ay * 


| Mr. Higginson ay 
: Rbode-Island, | Mr. Collins, : aye 
| = Mr. Arnold, 25 | 
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. Mr. Bedford, ay 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, ay 
fs Mr. Carroll, 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 
| | Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
8 Mr. Mercer, | 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
| Mr. Williamson, v4 2 


Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, ay) _ 
„ Mr. Dyer, 8 * 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay 
Mr. Hamilton, Vt 4 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
| | | Mr. Clark, ay > ay 
Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
. Mr. Pilson, ay > ay 
CE Mr, Peters, ay 
Delaware, | Mr. M*Comd, Vt 


South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
e Mr. Izard, ay I no 
| | | A Mr. Gervais, no 
* So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


amendments being made, 
ſtates, as indiſpenſably neceſſary to the reſtoration of public credit, 


eſt the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, with a power to levy 


uy or the uſe of the United States, the following duties upon goods im- 

) " jorted into the ſaid ſtates from any foreign port, iſland or plantation: 

= Upon all rum of Jamaica proof per gallon, | +; of a dollar. 

bent Upon all other ſpirituous liquors, — 7 006+ 
if Upon Madeira wine, — * 12 do. 

1 7 Upon all other wines, 8 — +I do. 

Upon common bohea tea per pound, FR. 

1 Upon all other teas,  - 38 do. 

0 40 Upon pepper per pound, wy » "+ ---; do. 

4 pon brown ſugar per pound, 190 do. 

, Upon loaf ſugar per pound, = - a . - Os 

3 nai Upon all other ſugars, <= „ 1 do. 

d nf Upon molaſſes per gallon, - - ko 
pon cocoa and coffee per pound, - i do. 


pon all other goods, a duty of five per cent. ad valorem at the time 
id place of importation. | 1 
Provided, that none of the ſaid duties ſhall be applied to any other 
urpoſe than the diſcharge of the intereſt or principal of the debts 
ontracted on the faith of the United States, for ſupporting the war, 
vieeably to the reſolution of the 16th day of December laſt, nor be 
Minued for a longer term than 25 years: and provided, that the 


Congreſs proceeded in the conſideration of the report, and ſundry 
Resolved by nine ſtates, That it be recommended to the ſeveral 


nd to the punctual and honorable diſcharge of the public debts, to in- 
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collectors of the ſaid duties ſhall be appointed by the ſtates, within 
which their offices are to be reſpectively exerciſed, but when ſo z 
pointed, ſhall be amenable to, and removeable by the United State 
in Congreſs aſſembled, alone; and in caſe any ſtate ſhall not make ſuch 
appointment within one month after notice given for that purpoſe, the 
appointment may then be made by the United States in Congreſs 3. 
ſembled : 1 . 1 | 
That it be further recommended to the ſeveral ſtates, to:eſtablih 
for a term limited to 25 years, and to appropriate to the diſcharge 9 
the intereſt and principal of the debts contracted on the faith of th 
United States for ſupporting the war, fubſtantial and effeQual revenue, 
of ſuch nature as they may judge moſt convenient, for ſupplying their 
reſpective proportions of 1,500,000 dollars annually, excluſive of the 
aforementioned duties, which proportion ſhall be fixed and equalize, 
from time to time, according to the rule which is or may be preſcribel 
by the articles of confederation ; and in caſe the revenues eſtabliſh 
by any ſtate, ſhall at any time yield a ſum exceeding its actual proper. 
tion, the exceſs ſhall be refunded to it; and in caſe the revenues df 
any ſtate ſhall be found to be deficient, the immediate deficiency ſhall 
be made up by ſuch ſtate with as little delay as poſſible, and a futur 
deficiency guarded againſt by an enlargement of the revenues eſtabliſh 
ed: provided, that until the rule of the confederation can be carrie 
into practice, the proportions of the-ſaid 1,500,000 dollars ſhall bes 
follows, viz. )( ĩ es Neth ot og 
New-Hampſhire, 52,708 Delaware, 22,443 
Maſſachuſetts, 224,427 | Maryland, 141,517 
Rhode-Iſland, 32,318 | Virginia, 256,487 
Connecticut, 132,091 North-Carolina, 109,006 
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New-York, 128,243 | South-Carolina, 96,183 
 New-Jerlſey, 383,358] Georgia, 16,030 
Pennſylvania, 205,189 | 


The ſaid laſt mentioned revenues to be collected by perſons appoint 
ed as aforeſaid, but to be carried to the ſeparate credit of the ſlate 
within which they ſhall be collected. „ 

That an annual account of the proceeds and application of all tht 
aforementioned revenues, ſhall be made out and tranſmitted to the fe 
veral ſtates, diſtinguiſhing the proceeds of each of the ſpecified article 
and the amount of the whole revenue received from each ſtate, togt- 

ther with the allowances made to the ſeveral officers employed in tit 
collection of the ſaid revenues. VVV . 
That none of the preceding reſolutions ſhall take effect until all d 
them ſhall be acceded to by every ſtate, after which unanimous accel- 
fion, however, they ſhall be conſidered as forming a mutual compact 
among all the ſtates, and ſhall be irrevocable by any one or more 
them without the concurrence of the whole, or of a majority of it 
Vnited States in Congreſs aſſembled. 

That as a further mean, as well of haſtening the extinguiſhment ol 
the debts, as of eſtabliſhing the harmony of the United States, it be 
recommended to the ſtates which have paſſed no acts towards comphj. 
ing with the reſolutions of Congreſs of the 6th of September and 10th 
of October, 1780, relative to the ceſſion of territorial claims, to make 


reviſe and complete ſuch compliance. 

That as a more convenient and certain rule of aſcertaining the pro- 
portions to be ſupplyed by the ſtates reſpe&ively to the common trea- 
fury, the following alteration in the articles of confederation and per- 


eſpective delegates to ſubſcribe and ratify the ſame as part of the ſaid 
inſtrument of union, in the words following, to wit: 

So much of the 8th of the articles of confederation and perpetual 
nion between the thirteen ſtates of America, as is Contained in the 
yords following, to wit: 


reaſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion to 
he value of all land within each ſtate granted to or ſurveyed for any 


eſtimated according to ſuch mode as the United States in Congreſs 


ed and made Void; and in place thereof it is declared and concluded, 


% r ſhall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and 
lowed by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, except ſo far as 
7 all be otherwiſe provided for, ſhall be defrayed out of a common 
6 ealury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion to 
3 e whole number of white and other free citizens and inhabitants, of 
0 ery age, ſex and condition, including thoſe bound to ſervitude for 

| term of years, and ths of all other perſons not comprehended i in the 
ypoint- regoing deſcription, except Indians, not paying taxes, in each ſtate ; 
e ſtates WW bich number ſhall be triennially taken and tranſmitted to the United 

ates in Congreſs aſſembled, in ſuch mode as they ſhall direct and 

all the point. 
the fen the queſtion to agree to this foregoing 40, the yeas and nays be- 
ur ticles BG required by Mr. Arnold, 
an New-Hampsbire, Mr. White, ay Say © 
in Massachusetts, Me, en, ay 
. Mr. Osgood, ar +. 
aa = 
1 3 Mr. Higginson, no 
coy Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, . 
* the | Mr. Arnold, = 35 
> Bra Connecticut, Mr. Ellswortb, 25 2 

ment df | - Mr. Dyer, 4 Yd 

2 New-York, Mr. Floyd, 2 tid d. 
2 | Mr. Hamilton, ET 

* om Ne- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
; gk make Mr. Clark, 42 

v. Mr. Condict, ay 
0, VIII. T 
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the liberal ceſſions therein recommended, and to the ſtates which may 
have paſſed acts complying with the ſaid reſolutions in part only, to 


petual union, between theſe ſtates be, and the ſame 1s hereby agreed 
to in Congreſs ; and the ſeveral ſtates are adviſed to authorize their 


« All charges of war and all other expenſes that ſhall be incurred 
or the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the Uni- 
ed States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a common 
terſon, as ſuch land and the buildings and improvements thereon, ſhall | 


ſſembled ſhall, from time to time, direct and appoint,” is hereby re vo- 


hat the ſame having been agreed to in a Congreſs of the United 
tates, that all charges of war and all other expenſes that have been 
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Penngyloania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Mr. Peters, 
Delaware, Mr. McComb, 
Mr. Bedford, 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, 
Mr. Carroll, 
Virginia, Mr. Hemsley, 
Mr. Madison, | 
Mr. Bland, | 
: Mr. Mercer, 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
- Mr. Williamson, 
 South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, 
Mr. IZard, 
Mr. Gereats, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, 
Moan April 21, 1783. 

On a report from the agent of marine, to whom was referred a me. 

morial of John Thompſon: _ 
Resolved, That all accounts of perſons in the marine-department 
for pay, depreciation or arrearages, be adjuſted by the commiſſioner 
for ſettling the accounts of the marine-department. 
A letter, of this day, from the ſuperintendant of finance, was rea, 
encloſing a copy of a letter of the 20th, from the miniſter of France, 
requeſting the loan of the ſhip Duc de Lauzun, for the purpoſe of cu. 
rying home the French troops now in this country ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That the ſaid letters be referred back to the ſuperintend- 
ant of ſnance, and that he take order for complying with the requel 
of the honorable the miniſter of France. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Fitzfn 
mons and Mr. Higginſon, to whom was referred a 3 of the It 
from the fuperintendant of finance: 

Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance, take order for th 
Tate of the ſhip Duc de Lauzun, after the ſervice for which ſhe is del 
to the miniſter of France is performed. 
On the requeſt of colonel M. Ogden, of the New-Jerſey line, 
companied with the approbation of the commander in chief: 
Resolved, That colonel M. en of the 1 line, ha 
leave to 8⁰ to N 


Toxsbar, April 22, 1783. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Wi 
liamſon and Mr. Holten, to whom was referred a letter of the 150 
from Thomas Ediſon : 

Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of 1 take order for the di 
charge of the balance, if any of the 500 dollars ordered to Thon 
Ediſon on the 3d of September, 1782, including what he has recen 
ſince the 23d day of April, 1782. 

On the report of a comments, conſiſting of Mr. Ellſworth, Mr. . 
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hnamſon and Mr. Clark, to whom was referred a letter of the 22d of 
une, 1781, from Dr. George Gilmer : | 
Resolved, That the account of Dr. Gilmer for pay and rations, be 
ſettled on the ſame principles as the accounts of other hoſpital- ſurge- 
ons of the ſame rank, according to the time he ſhall appear to have 
heen employed in the public ſervice ; and that the purveyor-general 
return to Dr. Gilmer a quantity of medicine equal to what he expend- 
ed out of his private ſtores, for the uſe of the continental hoſpital un- 
der his care. | e 
On motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 

Ordered, That the ſecretary lay before Congreſs on every Monday, 
a liſt of all the committees which have been appointed at any time be- 
fore the preceding week, and have not reported ; and that ſuch commit- 
tees be then called on to ſtate the reaſons why they have not reported. 
Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee, 
on the letter from Mr. Pollock : —_ | | 
And on the queſtion, for allowing him a ſalary of 2000 dollars per 
annum, as continental agent for five years, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Ellſworth, 2 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. White, no > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, no 
Mr. Gorham, 2 
| Mr. Aigginson, no 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, no? 
| Mr. Arnold, 5 PE: 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no > * 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay? 
Mr. Hamilton, wy 2 
Ne- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, a 3 
N Mr. Condict, 15 divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay) 
| 1 RR Mr. Wilson, 42 
IT Mr. Peters, ay _ 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comd, ay 
5 5 Mr. Bedford, ay 
Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee, 4 
Mr. Carroll, ay F ay 
1 Mr. Hemsley, ay] 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 2 
= Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, ay 
3 8 1 ans 
Vortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, Or) 5: - 9 
PEE * Mr. Williamson, Fl divided. 
South -Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, "3 | 
e Mr. Izard, ay > ay 
Mr. Gervais, ay] 


] So the queſtion was loſt. pros 
Mr. V Urdered, That the farther conſideration of the report be poſtponed. 
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Ton, Mr. Madiſon, Mr. Carroll and Mr. Williamſon, to whom v 


dered the United States, and that they are ſeriouſly diſpoſed to u. 
ward them for their virtuous ſufferings in the cauſe of liberty : 


tently make grants of land, they will reward in this way as far as my 


8 


expedient. 
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; WEDNESDAY, April 23, 1783, 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr. Wil. 


referred a memorial of brigadier-general Hazen, in behalf of himſel, 
officers and others, Canadian refugees: 

Resolved, That the memorialiſt be informed, that Congreſs retin 
a lively ſenſe of the ſervices the Canadian * and men have yo, 


That they be farther informed, that whenever Congreſs can con. 


be conſiſtent, the officers, men and others, refugees from Canada. 

That ſo much of the memorial as relates to the payment of intereſ 
on the certificates of the officers and men, be referred to the ſuperi. 
tendant of finance to take order. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr, Bland 
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madiſon and Mr. Peters, to whom was referee 
a letter of the 18th, from the commander in chief : | 

Resolved, That in the opinion of Congreſs, the time of the men tr 
gaged to ſerve during the war, does not * until the ratificationd 
the definitive treaty of peace : 

That ſuch of the non- commiſſioned officers and private ſoldiers 
the above deſcription, as continue in ſervice to that period, ſhall be 
allowed their fire-arms and e N as an extra reward for theit 
long and faithful ſervices: 

That Congreſs, nevertheleſs, leave it to the difcrttion of the con- 
mander in chief, if circumſtances ſhall require it, to grant furloughs 0 
diſcharges to thoſe men, as he may judge moſt expedient. 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be re- committed. 


' TronsDar, April 24, 1783, 


A memorial of Ignace Penet, late a lieutenant in colonel Armands 
corps, and a report from the ſecretary at war thereon, being read: 

On motion of Mr. Oſgood, ſeconded by Mr. Hamilton, 

- Ordered, That the memorial be referred to the ſuperintendant ol 


finance, and that it be left to his diſcretion to act therein as he miſ 
conceive molt proper. 


The ſecretary for foreign affairs, kaving 3 to  Congrek 
a letter of the 14th of April to him from fir Guy Carleton: 
Ordered, That the ſaid letter from fir Guy Carleton, be referred to 
the commander in chief, and that he take ſuch meaſures for carryinf 
into effect the ſeveral matters therein mentioned, as to him ſhall ſee! 


On motion of Mr. Gervais, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 

Ordered, That the memorial of heutenant Liſton, praying for 20. 
dollars, on account of pay due to him, that he may be enabled to 1 
turn to South-Carelina, be referred to the ſuperintendant of finance 
and that it be left to his Kiter ton to act therein as he may concen 
moſt proper. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Fitzſimmons * 
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llcworth and Mr. Hamilton, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. 
Hamilton relative to the ſouthern army: | 

Resolved, That the ſecretary at war and the ſuperintendant. of 
nance, take immediate meaſures for removing the lines of Virginia, 
Maryland and Pennſylvania, together with the corps of artillery and 
cavalry now under the command of major-general Greene, to ſuch pla- 
ces within their reſpeCtive ſtates as they ſhall think proper. 

On the queſtion to agree to the above reſolution, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Rutledge, FAT | 


ny | New-Hampsbire, Mr. White, ay > * 
Massachusettt, Mr. Osgood, ay) © 
rel | Mr. Gorham, 5 
1 „ Mr. Higginson, ay) 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, 4 » 
and, „„ Mr. Arnold, 5 % 
* Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, a> 
New-York, Mr. Floyd, ay} _ 
na Mr. Hamilton, ot Y 
Pay New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, 27 
td Mr. Clark, ay Cay 
3 | 5 Mr. Condict, 4 
all be Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, ay 
- thei ET CEE Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay oY 
Delaware, Mr. M Com, ay | 
com- „ Mr. Bedford, 1 oy 
hs Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay | 
| Mr. Hemsley, ed 
: Virginia, Mr. Fones, ay” 
| Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, no bay 
Mr. Lee, ay 
mand, 8 5 Mr. Mercer, no | 
cad; North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
1 Mr. Pilliamson, vi - 
dant df Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no) 
he may ih Mr. Izard, no no 
Mr. Gervais, no} 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


read and amended, was agreed to as follows : 5 
Address to the States, by the United States in Congress assembled. 


The proſpect which has for ſome time exiſted, and which is now 
appily realized, of a ſucceſsful termination of the war, together with 
the critical exigencies of public affairs, have made it the duty of Con- 
Frels to review and provide for the debts which the war has left upon 
ihe United States, and to look forward to the means of obviating 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Madiſon, Mr. Ellſworth and Mr. 
Hamilton, appointed to prepare an addreſs to the ſtates, to accompany 
1all ſeen the act of the 18th of this month, reported a draught, which being 


n 
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dangers which may interrupt the harmony and tranquility of the con, 
federacy. The reſult of their mature and ſolemn deliberations on theſ 
great objects, is contained in their ſeveral recommendations of the 134 
inſt, herewith tranſmitted. Although theſe recommendations ſpej 
themſelves the principles on which they are founded, as well as the 
ends which they propoſe, it will not be improper to enter into a fer 


explanations and remarks, in order to place in a ſtronger view the u. 


ceſſity of complying with them. 

The firſt meaſure recommended is, effectual proviſion for the dety 
of the United States. The amount of theſe debts, as far as they en 
now be aſcertained, is 42,000,375 dollars, as will appear by the ſe. 
dule No. 1. To diſcharge the the principal of this aggregate debt x 
once, or in any ſhort period, is evidently not within the compaſs i 
our reſources; and even if it could: be accompliſhed, the eaſe of th 
community would require that the debt itſelf ſhould be left to a cout 
of gradual extinguiſhment, and certain funds be provided for payin, 
in the mean time, the annual intereſt, The amount of the annual i. 
| tereſt, as will appear by the paper laſt referred to, is computed tobe 
2,415,956 dollars. Funds, therefore, which will certainly and punt 
tually produce this annual ſum at leaſt, muſt be provided. 

In deviſing theſe funds, Congreſs did not overlook the mode of {y- 
plying the common treaſury, provided by the articles of confederation; 
but after the moſt reſpectful conſideration of that mode, they yer 
conſtrained to regard it as inadequate and inapplicable to the form i- 
to which the public debt muſt be thrown. The delays and uncertait- 
ties incident to a revenue to be eſtabliſhed and collected, from tine 
to time, by thirteen independent authorities, is at firſt view irreconcik- 
able with the punQuality eſſential in the diſcharge of the intereſt of 
a_national debt. Our own experience, after making every allowance 
for tranſient impediments, has been a ſufficient illuſtration of this truth 
Some departure, therefore, in the recommendations of Congreſs, from 
the federal conſtitution, was unavoidable ; but it will be found to be 
as ſmall as could be reconciled with the object in view, and to be ſup- 
ported beſides by ſolid conſiderations of intereſt and ſound policy: 
The fund which firſt preſented itſelf on this, as it did on a for- 
mer occaſion, was a tax on imports The reaſons which recom- 
mended this branch of revenue, have heretofore been ſtated in an 
act, of which a copy, No. 2, is now forwarded, and need not be here re- 
peated. It will ſuffice to recapitulate, that taxes on conſumption 
are always leaſt burdenſome, becauſe they are leaſt felt, and art 
borne too, by thoſe who are both willing and able to pay them; that, 


of all taxes on conſumption, thoſe on foreign commerce are moſt colt: 
patible with the genius and policy of free ſtates ; that from the rela 
tive poſitions of ſome of the more commercial ſtates, it will be impol⸗ 
ſible to bring this eſſential reſource into uſe without a concerted uni- 
formity ; that this uniformity cannot be concerted through any chan. 


nel ſo properly as through Congreſs, nor for any purpoſe fo aptly # 
for paying the debts of a revolution, from which an unbounded fret 
dom has accrued to commerce. 8 1 
In renewing this propoſition to the ſtates, we have not been unmind 

ful of the objections which heretofore fruſtrated the unanimous ad] 
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tion of it. We have limited the duration of the revenue to the term 
of 25 years; and we have left to the ſtates themſelves the appoint- 


ment of the officers who are to collect it. If the ftri& maxims of na- 


tional credit alone were to be conſulted, the revenue ought manifeſtly 
to be co-exiſtent with the object of it, and the collection placed in every 
reſpect under that authority which is to diſpenſe the former, and is re- 
ſponſible for the latter. Theſe relaxations will, we truſt, be regarded 
on one hand, as the effect of a diſpoſition in Congreſs to attend at 
all times to the ſentiments of thoſe whom they ſerve, and on the other 
hand, as a proof of their anxious deſire that proviſion may be made in 
Tome way or other for an honorable and juſt fulfilment of the engage- 
ments which they have formed. : 
To render this fund as productive as poſſible, and at the ſame time 
to narrow the room for colluſions and frauds, it has been judged an 


s are moſt ſuſceptible of a tax according to their quantity, and are of 


tofore propoſed, to be taxed according to their value. 


The amount of this fund is computed to be 915,956 dollars. The 
No. 3. Accuracy in the firſt eſſay on ſo complex and fluctuating a ſub- 


defect of proper materials would admit. 


dit gave way to the deſire of Congreſs to conform to the ſentiments of 


to this portion of the revenue, that the mode in which it is to be ſup- 
plied, varies ſo little from that pointed out in the articles of confede- 
tation, and the variations are ſo conducive to the great object propo- 


ſed, that a ready and unqualified compliance on the part of the ſtates 


may be the more juſtly expected. In fixing the quotas of this ſum, 


Longreſs, as may be well imagined, were guided by very imperfe& 


lights, and ſome inequalities may conſequently have enſued. Theſe, 


however, can be but temporary, and as far as they may exiſt at all, 
„vill be redreſſed by a retroſpective adjuſtment, as ſoon as a conſtitu- 


n tional rule can be applied. 


es The neceſſity of making the two foregoing proviſions one indiviſible 


i 40d irrevocable act, is apparent. Without the firſt quality, partial 
reflW£ Proviſion only might be made where complete proviſion is eſſential ; 


day, as ſome ſtates might prefer and adopt one of the funds only, and 


the other ſtates the other fund only, it might happen that no proviſion 


lit all would be made: without the ſecond a fingle ſtate out of the 


o thirteen might at any time involve the nation in bankruptcy, the mere 
ni. bracticability of which would be a fatal bar to the eſtabliſhment of 
u- Pational credit. Inſtead of enlarging on theſe topics, two obſervations 
de ſubmitted to the juſtice and wiſdom of the legiſlatures. Firſt 2 


ee {be preſent, creditors, or rather the domeſtic part of them, having 


either made their loans for a period which has expired, or having be- 


improvement of the plan, to recommend a liberal duty on ſuch articles 


moſt equal and general conſumption ; leaving all other articles, as here- 


eſtimates on which the computation is made, are detailed in paper 
ject is no to be expected. It is preſumed to be as near the truth as the 

The reſidue of the computed intereſt is 1,500,000 dollars, and is 
referred to the ſtates to be provided for by ſuch funds as they may 


judge moſt convenient. Here again the ſtrict maxims of public cre- 


their conſtituents. It ought not to be omitted, however, with reſpect 
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come creditors in the firſt inſtance involuntarily, are entitled on the 
clear principles of juſtice and good faith, to demand the principal of 
their credits, inſtead of accepting the annual intereſt. It is neceſſary | 
therefore, as the principal cannot be paid to them on demand, thy 
the intereſt ſhould be ſo effeQually and ſatisfactorily ſecured, as to en. 
able them if they incline, to transfer their ſtock at its full value, &. 
condly ; if the funds be ſo firmly conſtituted as to inſpire a thorough 
and univerſal confidence, may it not be hoped, that the capital of the 
domeſtic debt, which bears the high intereſt of fix per cent. may be 
cancelled by other loans obtained at a more moderate intereſt ? Th, 
ſaving by ſuch an operation, would be a clear one, and might be 
conſiderable one. As a proof of the neceſſity of ſubſtantial funds for 
the ſupport of our credit abroad, we refer to paper No. 4. 
Thus much for the intereſt of the national debt: for the diſcharge 
of the principal within the term limited, we rely on the natural in. 
creaſe of the revenue from commerce, on requiſitions to be made, fron 
time to time, for that purpoſe, as circumſtances may diQate, and on 
the proſpe& of vacant territory. If theſe reſources ſhould prove in. 
adequate, it will be neceſſary, at the expiration of 25 years, to con. 
tinue the funds now recommended, or to eſtabliſh ſuch others as may 
then be found more convenient. F 
With a view to the reſource laſt mentioned, as well as to obviate 
diſagreeable controverſies and confuſions, Congreſs have included in 
their preſent recommendations, a renewal of thoſe of the 6th day of 
September, and of the 10th day of October, 1780. In both thoſe rel. 
peas, a liberal and final accommodation of all interfering claims of 
vacant territory, is an object which cannot be preſſed with two much 
ſolicitude. PS * 
The laſt object recommended is, a conſtitutional change of the rule 
by which a partition of the common burdens is to be made. The ex- 
pediency, and even neceſſity of ſuch a change, has been ſufficiently 
enforced by the local injuſtice and diſcontents which have proceeded 
from valuations of the ſoil in every ſtate where the experiment has 
been made. But how infinitely muſt theſe evils be increaſed, on 2 
compariſon of ſuch valuations among the ſtates themſelves! On what- 
ever fide indeed this rule be ſurveyed, the execution of it muſt be at- 
_ tended with the moſt ſerious difficulties. If the valuations be refer- | 
red to the authorities of the ſeveral ſtates, a general ſatisfaction is not 
to be hoped for: If they be executed by officers of the United States 
traverſing the country for that purpoſe, beſides the inequalities againſt 
which this mode would be no ſecurity, the expenſe would be both 
enormous and obnoxious: If the mode taken in the act of the 17th 
day of February laſt, which was deemed on the whole leaſt objection- 
able, be adhered to, {till the inſufficiency of the data to the purpoſe to 
which they are to be applied, muſt greatly impair, if not utterly deſtroy 
all confidence in the accuracy of the reſult ; not to mention that 4 
far as the reſult can be at all a juſt one, it will be indebted for the ad. 
vantage to the principal on which the rule propoſed to be ſubſtituted 
is founded, This rule, altho' not free from objections, is liable to few- 
er than any other that could be deviſed. The only material difficulty 


which attended it in the deliberations of Congreſs, was to fix the pro- 
er difference between the labour and induſtry of free inhabitants, and 
of all other inhabitants. The ratio ultimately agreed on was the ef- 


pond preciſely with the fact, no doubt ought to be entertained that an 
vail againſt little inequalities which may be calculated on one fide or 


he ſucceſs of this propoſition, it is their duty to recollect that the event 
may poſſibly diſappoint them, and to requeſt that meaſures may till 
be purſued for obtaining and tranſmitting the information called for 
in the act of the 17th of February laſt, which in ſuch event will be 
lential. 3 „ 5 

The plan thus communicated and explained by Congreſs, muſt now 
eceive its fate from their conſtituents. All the objects compriſed in 


ederated republic, are neceſſary to render the fruits of the revolution, 
hich have purchaſed it. But the object of which the neceſſity will 


nculcate, is the proviſion recommended for the national debt. Al- 
hough this debt is greater than could have been wiſhed, it is till 


ed to the cauſe in which it has been incurred, and compared with 


lon, It is ſufficient that the debt has been fairly contracted and that 
uſtice and good faith demand that it ſhould be fully diſchzrged. Con- 
freſs had no option but between different modes of diſcharging it. 
Lhe ſame option is the only one that can exiſt with the ſtates. The 


e are perſuaded, the leaſt objectionable of any that would have been 
qual to the purpoſe. Under this perſuaſion, we call upen the juſtice 
nd plighted faith of the ſeveral ſtates to give it its proper effect, to 
eflect on the conſequences of rejecting it, and to remember that Con- 
freſs will not be anſwerable for them. | | 


o be paid? 


7 


or more exact information on this point we refer to paper No. 5. 


15 To individuals in a foreign country, in the next place, who were 
e WE firſt to give ſo precious a token of their confidence in our juſtice, 


nd of their friendſhip for our cauſe, and who are members of a repub- 
© Which was ſecond in eſpouſing our rank among nations. For the 
ums and expectations of this claſs of creditors we refer to paper No. 6. 


nother claſs of creditors is, that illustrious and patriotic band of 
ol, VIII. | V e e 


V- 
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ect of mutual conceſſions; and if it ſhould be ſuppoſed not to correſ- 
equal ſpirit of accommodation among the ſeveral legiſlatures, will pre- 


n the other. But notwithſtanding the confidence of Congreſs, as to 


t are conceived to be of great importance to tlie happineſs of this con- | 


full reward for the blood, the toils, the cares and the calamities 


de peculiarly felt, and which it is peculiarly the duty of Congreſs to 


eſs on the whole than could have been expected, and when refer- 


he burdens which wars of ambition and of vain glory have entailed 
In other nations, ought to be borne not only with cheerfulneſs but 
ith pride. But the magnitude of the debt makes no part of the queſ- 


node which has after long and elaborate diſcuſſion, been preferred, is, 


If other motives than that of juſtice could be requiſite on this ac- 
alion, no nation could ever feel ſtronger; for to whom are the debts 


0 AN ALLY, in the firſt place, who to the exertion of his arms in 
üpport of our cauſe, has added the ſuccours of his treaſure ; who, to 
is important loans, has added liberal donations ; and whoſe loans 
mlelves carry the impreſſion of his magnanimity and friendſhip. | 


—— 
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fellow-citizens, whoſe blood and whoſe bravery have defended the l. 
| berties of their country, who have patiently borne, among other gif 
treſſes, the privation of their ſtipends, whilſt the diſtreſſes of thei 
country diſabled it from beſtowing them; and who, even now, aſk fy 
no more than ſuch a portion of their dues as will enable them to retire 
from the field of victory and glory, into the boſom of peace and pt. 
vate Citizenſhip, and for ſuch effectual ſecurity for the refidue of ther 
claims, as their country is now unqueſtionably able to provide, Pe 
a full view of their ſentiments and wiſhes on this ſubject, we tranſnjt 
the paper No. 7; and as a freſh and lively inſtance of their ſuperior. 
ty to every ſpecies of ſeduction from the paths of vitue and honor, 
add the paper No. 8. 1 5 SOLES | 
The remaining claſs of creditors is compoſed partly of ſuch of or 
fellow- citizens as orginally lent to the public the uſe of their funds 
have ſince manifeſted moſt confidence in their country, by receiving 
transfers from the lenders ; and partly of thoſe whoſe property ha 
been either advanced or aſſumed for the public ſervice. To diſcrini 
nate the merits of theſe ſeveral deſcriptions of creditors, would be atak 
equally unneceſſary and invidious. If the voice of humanity plel 
more loudly in favour of ſome than of others, the voice of policy, u 
| leſs than of juſtice, pleads in favour of all. A wiſe nation will neut 
permit thoſe who relieve the wants of their country, or who rely mol 
on its faith, its firmneſs and 1ts reſources, when either of them is di 
truſted, to ſuffer by the event. ns 3 
Let it be remembered finally, that it has ever been the pride and 
boaſt of America, that the rights for which ſhe contended, were tit | 
rights of human nature. By the bleſſing of the author of theſe rights Vn lo: 
on the means exerted for their defence, they have prevailed again i 'Þ*c 
oppoſition, and form the baſis of thirteen independent ſtates. No ere 
Nance has heretofore occurred, nor can any inſtance be expected hen Vito 
after to occur, in which the unadulterated forms of republican govert redit 
ment can pretend to ſo fair an opportunity of juſtifying themſelves M.] 
their fruits. In this view the citizens of the United States are reſpol aligqu 
ſible for the greateſt truſt ever confided to a political ſociety, I 6 m1 
_ tice, good faith, honor, gratitude and all the other qualities which e the : 
oble the character of a nation, and fulfil the ends of government, d . 
the fruits of our eſtabliſhments, the cauſe of liberty will acquire 2 eie 
nity and luſtre which it has never yet enjoyed; and an example V 
be ſet which cannot but have the moſt favourable influence on d 
rights of mankind. If on the other fide, our governments ſhould" 
_ unfortunately blotted with the reverſe of theſe cardinal and eſſent 
virtues, the great cauſe which we have engaged to vindicate, will 
_ difhonored and betrayed ; the laſt and faireſt experiment in favour © 
the rights of human nature will be turned againſt them, and their 
' trons and friends expoſed to be inſulted and ſilenced by the votarit" 
tyranny and uſurpation. 1 1 
By order of the United States in Congreſs aſſembled. 
— - — GM 
| TUESDAY, April 29, 1783. 
The papers referred to in the foregoing addreſs and which are! 
accompany it, are as follows : e 


* 


) the 
In the 
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| PAPER WM 1): 


An Estimate of the National or. vix. 


Livres. Dollars. 
Je to the farmers general of France, 1,000,000 
To individuals in France, on un- 


liquidated accounts, eſtimated, 35,000,000 
To the crown of France, N | 
ing a loan of 10,000,000 bor- 3 
rowed in Holland, and for | 28,000,000 
which France is guarantee, Gs. 
To ditto, a loan for 1783, g 6,000,000 
38,000,000 


BR at 5 livres 8 ſous per dol. 7,037,037 
To lenders in Holland, received in part of 
the loan contracted for by Mr. J. Ke 671,200 
1,678,000 florins, --. Sp 
Borrowed in Spain by Mr. Jay, bs 150,000 
One year's intereſt of Dutch loan 
cf 19,000,000 livres, $ 9 


um 


Foreign debt, 1ſt January, 1783, 7,885,085 
Domeſtic Debt. 


11,463,802 


| . certificates, reduced "2 

ſpecie value, ) 74 

JWTitcreſt unpaid for 17 81, C 

| TW 1782, | 687,828 
edit to ſundries in treaſury-books, 638,042 
my debt to 31ſt December, 1782, 5,635,618 
nliquidated debt, eſtimated at, | 8,000,000 
ommutation to the army, agreeable to 1 
the act of 22d March lad, 5 2,000,000 
bounty due to privates, L 8 500,000 
Oeficiencies in 17 83, ſuppoſe 2,000, O00 

—— 11100 


Annual . of the Debt of the United States. 


u the foreign debt, part at 4 and part at 5 per cent, | 369,038. 6 
qu the domeſtic debt, at 6 per cent. 2,046, 917.4 


2,415,956 
' PAPER No. II. 


re * 
* 


Total debt, 42,000,375 


The letter of the 16th of December laſt to the governor of Rhode - 
land and Providence Plantations, as entered on the Journal of that 
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y the United States in Congress assembled, December 16, 1782. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madiſon and M. 
Fitzſimmons, to whom was referred the letter of 30th November, fm 
the hon. William Bradford, ſpeaker of the lower houſe of aſſembly 
the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, containing, under three heads, the reafyy 
of that ſtate for refuſing their compliance with the recommendain 
of Congreſs for a duty on imports and prize goods ; report, 
„That they flatter themſelves the ſtate, on a re-conſideration of th 
objections they have offered, with a candid attention to the argumay 
which ſtand in oppoſition to them, will be induced to retract their i 
ſent, convinced that the meaſure is ſupported on the moſt ſolid gromk 
of equal juſtice, policy and general utility. The following obſem 
tions, contraſted with each head of the objections, ſucceſſively, will iu 
niſh a ſatisfactory anſwer to the whole. 

Firſt objection. That the propoſed duty would be unequal in 
operation, bearing hardeſt upon the moſt commercial ſtates, andh 
would preſs peculiarly hard upon that ſtate, which draws its chief fu 
port from commerce,” 3 „ ö 

The moſt common experience, joined to the concurrent opinion 
the ableſt commercial and political obſervers, have eſtabliſhed beyul 
controverſy this general principle, “that every duty on imports bt 
corporated with the price of the commodity, and ultimately paid 
the conſumer, with a profit on the duty itſelf, as a compenſationy 
the merchant for the advance of his money.” | | 
The merchant conſiders the duty demanded by the ſtate on thein 
ported article, in the ſame light with freight or any ſimilar char 
and adding it to the original coſt, calculates his profit on the apgi 
gate ſum. It may happen that at particular conjunctures, where themut 
| kets are overſtocked, and there is a competition among the ſellers thi 
may not be praQicable ; but in the general courſe of trade the denn 
for conſumption preponderates, and the merchant can with eaſe inden 
nify himſelf and even obtain a profit on the advance. As a conſume! 
he pays his ſhare of the duty, but it is no further a burthen upon hin 
The conſequence of the principal laid down is, that every claſs of ti 
community bears its ſhare of the duty in proportion to its conſunj 
tion, which laſt is regulated by the comparative wealth of the relpe 
tive claſſes, in conjunction with their habits of expenſe or frugalit 
The rich and luxurious pay in proportion to their riches and luxury; t 
poor and parſimonious, in proportion to their poverty and parſimony: 
chief excellence of this mode of revenue is, that it preſerves a juſt mt 

ſure to the abilities of individuals, promotes frugality and taxes e 
travagance. The ſame reaſoning in our ſituation applies to the inte 
_ courſe between two ſtates ; if one imports and the other does not, 
latter muſt be ſupplied by the former. The duty being transferred 

the price of the commodity, is no more a charge on the importing ſia 
for what is conſumed in the other than it is a charge on the merchil 

for what is conſumed by the farmer or artificer. Either ſtate will ol 
feel the burthen in ratio to its conſumption, and this will be in 1a 

to its population and wealth. What happens between the differe! 
 elaſſes of the ſame community internally happens between the i 
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tes; and as the merchant, in the firſt caſe, ſo far from loſing the 
duty himſelf, has a profit on the money he advanced for that purpole 


ſo the importing ſtate, which in the ſecond caſe is the merchant with 


reſpe& to the other, is not only reimburſed by the non-importing ſtate, 
but has a like benefit on the duty advanced. It is therefore the re- 
verſe of a juſt poſition, that the duty propoſed will bear hardeſt on the 


moſt commercial ſtates; it will, if any thing, have a contrary effect, 
though not in a ſufficient degree to juſtify an objection on the part of 


the non-importing ſtates. For it is as reaſonable they ſhould allow an 
advance on the duty paid as on the firſt coſt, freight or any acciden- 
tal charge. They have alſo other advantages in the meaſure fully equi- 
valent to this diſadvantage. Over nice and minute calculations, in 


matters of this nature, are inconſiſtent with national meaſures, and in 
the imperfe& ſtate of human affairs, would ſtagnate all the operations 
of government. Abſolute equality is not to be attained : to aim at it, 
is purſuing a ſhadow at the expenſe of the ſubſtance, and in the event 

we ſhould find ourſelves wider of the mark, than if in the firſt inſtance | 


we were content to approach it with moderation. 
Second objection.“ That the recommendation propoſes to intro- 


duce into that and the other ſtates, officers unknown and unaccounta- 


ble to them, and ſo is againſt the conſtitution of the ſtate.” 


It is not to be preſumed that the conſtitution of any ſtate could 
mean to define and fix the preciſe numbers and deſcriptions of all offi- 
cers to be permitted in the ſtate, excluding the creation of any new 


ones, whatever might be the neceſſity derived from that variety of cir- 


cumſtances incident to all political inſtitutions, The legiſlature muſt al- 
ways have a diſcretionary power of appointing officers, not expreſsly 
known to the conftitution, and this power will include that of authoriz- 


ng the federal government to make the appointments in caſes where the 
general welfare may require it. The denial of this would prove too 
much ; to wit, that the power given by the confederation to Congreſs, 
to appoint all officers in the poſt-office, was illegal and unconſtitutional. 
The doctrine advanced by Rhode-Iſland would perhaps prove alſo 


that the federal government ought to have the appointment of no in- 


ternal officers whatever ; a poſition that would defeat all the provi- 


hons of the confederation, and all the purpoſes of the union. The 
truth is, that no federal conſtitution can exiſt without powers that in 
their exerciſe effect the internal police of the component members. It is 
equally true, that no government can exiſt without a right to appoint 
officers for thoſe purpoſes which proceed from, and concenter in it- 
ſelf; and therefore the confederation has expreſsly declared, that Con- 


greſs ſhall have authority to appoint all ſuch “ civil officers as may be 


neceſſary for managing the general affairs of the United States under 


their direction.“ All that can be required is, that the federal govern- 
ment confine its appointments to ſuch as it is empowered to make by 


the original act of union, or by the ſubſequent conſent of the parties; 


unleſs there ſhould he expreſs words of excluſion in the conſtitution 
of a ſtate, there can be no reaſon to doubt that it is within the com- 
pals of legiſlative diſcretion to communicate that authority. 

The propriety of doing it upon the preſent occaſion, is founded on 
lubſtantial reaſons, 8 | ; 
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The meaſure propoſed is a meaſure of neceſſity. Repeated expeji. 
ments have ſhewn, that the revenue to be raiſed within theſe ſtates i 
altogether inadequate to the public wants. The deficiency can only 
be ſupplied by loans. Our applications to the foreign powers, on whoſe 
friendſhip we depend, have had a ſucceſs far ſhort of our neceſſities, 
The next reſource is to borrow from individuals. Theſe will neither 
be actuated by generolity nor reaſons of ſtate. Tis to their intereſ 
alone we muſt appeal. To conciliate this, we muſt not only ſtipulate 
a proper compenſation for what they lend, but we muſt give ſecurity 
for the performance. We muſt pledge an aſcertained fund; ſimple 
and productive in its nature; general in its principle, and at the dif. 
poſal of a ſingle will. There can be little confidence in a ſecurity un. 
der the conſtant reviſal of thirteen different deliberatives. It mul 
once for all, be defined and eſtabliſhed on the faith of the ſtates fo. 
lemnly pledged to each other, and not revocable by any without: 
breach of the general compaccgcg. 

'Tis by ſuch expedients that nations, whoſe reſources are underſtood, 
whoſe reputations and governments are erected on the foundation o 
ages, are enabled to obtain a ſolid and extenſive credit. Would it he 
reaſonable in us to hope for more eaſy terms, who have ſo recently 
aſſumed our rank among the nations? Is it not to be expected, that 
individuals will be cautious in lending their money to a people in our 
circumſtances, and that they will at leaſt * the beſt ſecurity we 
can give ? 

We have an enemy vigilant, intriguing, well acquainted with our 
defects and embarraſſments. We may expect that he will make every 
effort to inſtil diffidences into individuals, and in the preſent poſture of 
our internal affairs, he will have too plauſible ground on which to tread, 
Our neceſſities have obliged us to embrace meaſures, with reſpe to 
our public credit, calculated to inſpire diſtruſt. The prepoſſeſſions on 
this article muſt naturally be againſt us, and it is therefore indiſpenſi- 
ble we ſhould endeavour to remove them, by ſuch means as will be 
the moſt obvious and ſtriking. . | 

It was with theſe views Congreſs determined on a general fund; 
and the one they have recommended muſt, upon a thorough examina- 
tion, appear to have fewer inconveniencies than any other. 

It has been remarked as an aſſential part of the plan, that the fund 
ſhould depend on a ſingle will. This will not be the caſe, unleſs the 
collection, as well as the appropriation, is under the controul of the 
| United States; for it is evident, that after the duty is agreed upon, 
it may, in a great meaſure, be defeated by an ineffectual mode of levy- 
ing it. The United States have a common intereſt in an uniform and 
. equally energetic collection; and not only policy, but juſtice to all the 
parts of the union, deſignates the utility of lodging the power of ma- 
king 1t where the intereſt is common. 
ty operate as a very unequal tax. 


—y 


Third objection. © That by granting to Congreſs a power to col- 


le& monies from the commerce of theſe ſtates, indefinitely as to time 
and quantity, and for the expenditure of which they are not to be ac- 
countable to the ſtates, they would become independent of their con- 


Without this it might in reali- 
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 fituents, and ſo the propoſed impoſt is repugnant to the liberty of the 
United States.“ 
Admitting the principle of this obje ction to be true, ſtill it ought 


tween the principle and the fact. 

Firſt. The fund propoſed is ſufficiently definite as to time, becauſe 
it is only co-extenſive with the exiſtence of the debt contracted and 
to be contracted in the courſe of the war. Congreſs are perſuaded 
that it is as remote from the intention of their conſtituents to. perpe- 
tuate that debt, as to extinguiſh it at once by a faithleſs negleC of 


to diſcharge it in a moderate time, can as little be doubted as their 
inclination, and the moment that debt ceaſes, the duty, lo far as reſ- 
as the preſent proviſion, ceaſes with it. 

The reſolution recommending the duty, ſpecifies the objeA of it to 
be the diſcharge of the principal and intereſt of the debts already con- 
tracted, or which may be contracted on the faith of the United States 
for ſupporting the preſent war. 


the United States to increaſe it. Though the product will vary ac- 
cording to the variations in trade; yet as their is this limitation of the 
rate, it cannot be properly ſaid to be indefinite as to quantity. 

By the confederation, Congreſs have an abſolute diſcretion in de- 
termining the quantum of revenue requiſite for the national expendi- 
ture. When this is done, nothing remains for the ſtates, ſeparately, 


the ſum demanded without a breach of the confederation; and when 


an indefinite power of preſcribing the quantity of money to > be raiſed, 
and of appropriating it when raiſed. 


their own hands, may refuſe a compliance with exorbitant demands, 


tion of power, not of right, and the ſame power which could diſregard 


time arreſt the collection of the duty. 
The ſame kind of reſponſibility which exiſts with reſpect to the ex- 


ve Ppenditure of the money furniſhed in the forms hitherto practiſed, would 


_ be equally applicable to the revenue from the imports. 
1. The truth is, the ſecurity intended to the general liberty in the 
confederation, conſiſts in the frequent election, and in the rotation of 


FP" the members of Congreſs, by which there is a conſtant and an effeQtual 
me check upon them. This is the ſecurity which the people in every 


2 ſtate enjoy againſt the uſurpations of their internal governments ; and 
1 it is the true ſource of ſecurity in a repreſentative republic. The go- 
'ernment, ſo conſtituted, ought to have the means neceſſary to anſwer 
the end of! its inſtitution. By * its hands too much it may 


to have no weight in the preſent caſe, becauſe there is no analogy be- 


providing the means to fulfil the public engagements. Their ability 


Secondly. The rate per cent. is fixed, and it is not at che option of | 


but the mode of raiſing. No ſtate can diſpute the obligation to pay 


the money comes into the treaſury the appropriation is the excluſive 
province of the federal government. This proviſion of the confede- 
ration (without which it would be an empty form) comprehends in it 
the principle in its fulleſt latitude, which the objection under conſi- 
deration treats as repugnant to the liberty of the United States, to wit, 


If it be ſaid that the ſtates individually, having the collection in 


the confederation will anſwer, that this is a point of which they have 
no conſtitutional liberty to judge. Such a refuſal would be an exer- 


a requiſition made on the authority of the confederation, might at any 
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be rendered incapable of providing for the interior harmony, or the 
exterior defence of the ſtate. | 
The meaſure in queſtion, if not within the letter, is within the ſpirit 
of the confederation. Congreſs, by that, are empowered to borroy 
money for the uſe of the United States, and by implication, to concert 
the means neceſſary to accompliſh the end. But without infiſting yp, 
on this argument, if the confederation has not made proper proviſion 
for the exigencies of the ſtates, it will be at all times the duty of Con. 
greſs to ſuggeſt further proviſions ; and when their propoſals are ſub. | 
mitted to the unanimous conſent of the ſtates, they can never be char, 
ed with exceeding the bounds of their truſt. Such a conſent is the 
baſis and ſanction of the confederation, which expreſsly, in the 13th 
article, empowers Congreſs to agree to and propoſe ſuch additional 
JJV yy 
The remarks hitherto made, have had referrence principally to the 
future proſecution of the war. There {till remains an intereſting light 
in which the ſubje& ought to be viewed. * 
The United States have already contracted a debt in Europe, and 
In this country, for which their faith is pledged. The capital of this 
debt can only be diſcharged by degrees ; but a fund for this purpoſe 
and for paying the intereſt annually, on every principle of policy and 
juſtice, ought to be provided. The omiſſion will be the deepeſt ingn. 
titude and cruelty to a large number of meritorious individuals, who, 
in the moſt critical periods of the war, have adventured their fortune 
in ſupport of our independence. It would ſtamp the national charac: 
ter with indelible diſgrace. TD. 
An annual proviſion for the purpoſe will be too precarious. If its 
continuance and application were certain it would not afford com- 
plete relief. With many, the regular payment of intereſt, by occa- 
 Honal grants, would ſuffice ; but with many more it would not. Thele 
want the uſe of the principal itſelf, and they have a right to it ; but 
fince it is not in our power to pay off the principal, the next expedient 
is to fund the debt and render the evidences of it negociable. 
Beſides the advantages to individuals from this arrangement, the 
active ſtock of the nation would be increaſed by the whole amount ol 
the domeſtic debt, and of courſe the abilities of the community to con. 
tribute to the public wants; the national credit would revive and 
ſtand hereafter on a ſecure baſis. „ 
This was another object of the propoſed duty. x 
If it be conceded that a fimilar fund is neceſſary, it can hardly be 
diſputed that the one recommended is the moſt eligible. It has been 
already ſhewn that it affects all parts of the community in proportion 
to their conſumpſion, and has therefore the beſt pretenſions to equality: 
It is the moſt agreeable tax to the people that can be impoſed, be- 
cauſe it is paid inſenſibly and ſeems to be voluntary, 8 
It may perhaps be imagined that it is unfavourable to commerce, 
but the contrary can eaſily be demonſtrated. It has been ſeen that . 
does not diminiſh the profit of the merchant, and of courſe can be 10 
diminution of his inducements to trade. It is too moderate 1 
amount to diſcourage the conſumption of imported goods, and cannot 
on that account abridge the extent of importations. If it ev 


pad this effect, it would be an advantage to commerce, by leſſening 
the proportion of our imports to our exports, and inclining the balance 
in favour of this country. Hand 

The principal thing to be conſulted for the advancement of com- 
merce, is to promote exports. All impediments to theſe, either by 
way of prohibition or by inereaſing the prices of native commodities, de- 
creaſing by that means their ſale and conſumption at foreign markets, 
are injurious. Duties on exports have this operation. For the ſame 


reaſon, taxes on poſſeſſions and the articles of our own growth or 


manufacture, whether in the form of a land tax, exciſe or any other, 


are more hurtful to trade than impoſt duties. The tendency of all 
ſuch taxes is to increaſe the prices of thoſe articles which are the ob- 
jets of exportation, and to enable others to underſel us abroad. The 
farmer, if he pays a heavy land tax, muſt endeavour to get more for 


higher wages: and theſe cauſes will produce an increaſe of prices 
ithin, and operate againſt foreign commerce. Et 
It is not, however, to be inferred that the whole revenue ought to 
be drawn from imports : all extremes are to be rejected. The chief 
thing to be attended to is, that the weight of the taxes fall not too 
heavily in the firſt inſtance upon particular parts of the community. 


iple in taxation. The tendency of theſe obſervations is only to ſhew, 
ture, are more prejudicial to trade than duties on imports. 


are made, naturally lead to reflections that deſerve the ſerious atten- 


roſperity of a ſtate conſiſt. Either extreme is a dangerous vice; the 
lirſt is a temptation to men in power to arrogate more than they have 
a right to; the latter enervates government, prevents ſyſtem in the 


ully prove as fatal to liberty as the oppolite temper. 


reſponſibility diſproportioned to its power. 5 
The conduct of the war is intruſted to Congreſs, and the public ex- 


ublic ſafety : they ſee this meaſure ſuſpended for near two years; 
artially complied with by ſome of the ſtates, rejected by one of them, 
nd in danger on that account to be fruſtrated ; the public embarraſſ- 
ents every day increaſing, the diſſatisfaction of the army growing 
ore ſerious, the other creditors of the public clamouring for juſtice ; 
Nh irritated by the delay of meaſures for their preſent relief or fu- 
ure ſecurity, the hopes of our enemies encouraged to protract the war, 
* of our friends depreſſed by an appearance of remiſſneſs and 
0, VIII. "IN Es 


4 
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the produCts of his farm: the mechanic and labourer, if they find the 
necefſaries of life grow dearer by an exciſe, muſt endeavour to exact 


\ judicious diſtribution to all kinds of taxable property, is a firſt prin- 
that taxes on poſſeſſions, on articles of our own growth and manufac- 
The obſervations which conclude the letter on which theſe remarks 


ion of every member of the union. There is a happy mean between 
oo much confidence and exceſſive jealouſy, in which the health and 


adminiſtration, defeats the moſt ſalurary meaſures, breeds confuſion in 
he ſtate, diſguſts and diſcontents among the people, and may even- 


It is certainly pernicious to leave any government in a ſituation of 


pettation turned upon them without any competent means at their 
command to ſatisfy the important truſt. After the moſt full and ſolemn 
leliberation, under a collective view of all the public difficulties, they 
commend a meaſure which appears to them the corner ſtone of the 


| 
1 
} 
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want of exertion on our part, Congreſs harraſſed, the national charge. 


timated at three and a half millions ſterling, in which was include 


any time exceed the annual intereſt, the reſidue ſhall form a ſinking 


Extract of a letter from the hon. B. Franklin to the s$uperintendant! 


ter ſuffering, and the national ſafety at the mercy of events. 
This ſtate of things cannot but be extremely painful to Congreſ, 

and appear to your committee to make it their duty to be urgent u 

obviate the evils with which it is pregnant.” : 
Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 


| PAPER No. III. 
An Estimate of the Produce of the Impost on Imported Articles, 
Before the war the exports from Great-Britain to America were el. 


tea; but there were importations from Ireland and Scotland, as wel 
as from Holland, not included in that eſtimate. It is now thought 
to eſtimate the imports of all goods from Europe, excluſive of te, 
brandy and wine, at F. 3,500,000 ſterling, at 4/6 per dollar, i 
15,555,554 dollars impoſt of five per cent. ad valorem, 777,713 
On 2,000,000 gallons rum and other ſpirits, wg | 66,664 
per gallon, | 


100,000 ditto Madeira wine, 32 13,333 
600,000 ditto other wine, | 5 0 IN 40,000 lepar 
300,000 Ib. bohea tea, LON 20,00 Wl. *. 
$5,000 do. other teaz,... 25 6,666 | £4 
75, 000 cwt. of ſugar (including loaf,) 55 46,666 u:! 
200,000 Ib. coffee and cocoa, 8 2,222 rake 
2,000, 000 gallons molaſſes, 5 227225 Du 
5 995,550 
Deduct for colle ion, about 8 per cent. 79,594, 5 
$5 f J 722..." _—_—_— he eſt 
Net revenue upon this eſtimate, 915,956 ak re 


There are no preciſe data from which this computation could be 
made with any degree of certainty. The number of inhabitants ha 
governed in part, and the imports of particular articles into the port 
of Philadelphia have been attended to. 5 on ol 

The exaCtitude of the computation is of the leſs conſequence, as tit 
act of the 16th December, 1782, provides, that if the revenue ſhall 


fund for the diſcharge of the principal; and if it ſhall be found inſub 
ficient, the ſtates will be called upon to enlarge their grants of revenue 


PAPER No. IV, 


finance, dated 23d December, 1782, and a letter of 15th of Mare 
1783, to the same, from the bon. the minister plenipotentiary 0 
France, as follow : 5 | 


: Paſſy, December 23, 178% 
&« Friday laſt order was given to furniſh me with 600,000 livres in 
mediately, and I was anſwered by M. de Vergennes, that the te 
of the 6,000,000 ſhould be paid us quarterly in the . of the yet 
1783.” 19 1 | 
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« preſſed hard for the whole ſum demanded, but was told «© it 
was impoſſible.” | 5 Ea 

Our people certainly ought to do more for themſelves. It is ab- 
fard the pretending to be lovers of liberty while they grudge paying 
ſor the defence of it. It is ſaid here, that an impoſt of five per cent. 
on all goods imported, though a moſt reaſonable propoſition, had not 
deen agreed to by all the ſtates, and was therefore fruſtrated ; and that 
our news. papers acquaint the world with this, with the non-payment 
of taxes by the people, and with the non-payment of intereſt to the cre- 
ditors of the public. FT 1 %%% 

« The knowledge of theſe things have hurt our credit and the loan 
in Holland, and would prevent our getting any thing here but from 
government. The foundation for credit abroad ſhould be laid at 


hand, for the regular payment at leaſt of the intereſt.” 

pr gs Philadelphia, March 15, 1783. 
IN,; N Sa ns EE APES | . 
I HAVE the ſatisfaction to inform you that his majeſty procures 
for the United States a loan of 6,000,000, to be employed in the war 
lepartment during the courſe of the current year. While I announce 


muſt go into ſome details which relate to your operations, and which 
ill inform you of the motives which have induced his majeſty to 
make a new effort in favour of his allies. a 5 
During the laſt year, fir, I rendered an account to his majeſty's mi- 
fiſters of the order which appeared to me to be introduced into your 


y which accompanied your operations. I added, that I conſidered 
he eſtabliſhment of a general revenue for paying the intereſt and gra- 
Iual redemption of the principal of the public debt, as extremely proba- 
le. The delays anddifficulties of communication would not permit me to 
nit until that operation was completed by the different legiſlatures be- 
ore I declared the wants of the United States; and therefore Iundertook 
b write to the count de Vergennes, that the diſpoſition of the people 
o fulfil the engagements taken and to be taken by Congreſs, ſeemed 
d me ſufficiently favourable to determine his majeſty to lend for the 
fear, new ſuccour to the United States if the ſituation of his finances 


be 


| at 


byſelf enabled to give my court; and the affairs of your finances, far 
tom being bettered ſince the month of September, the period at which 


it of") [eters on this ſubject were written, have on the contrary gone 


rcb 


y 0 


ums formerly lent, or of thoſe which now are ſo. Thus, fir, my haſty 


ment when I am informed of it, I am under the diſagreeable neceſ- 
$7 of informing his miniſter that the hopes I had given are vaniſhed, 
id that my affurances were without foundation. I will ſay nothing 
the perſonal embarraſſment which I am reduced to by theſe cir- 
ſtances ; but I will take the liberty to obſerve, that the beſt re- 
dy in the preſent conjuncture is, to take as ſoon as poſſible thoſe 
Mealures which were not taken when I announced them. 


2, 


e 


home ; and certain funds ſhould be prepared and eſtabliſhed before- 


0 you this new mark of the king's friendſhip for the United States, I 


department, of the re-eſtabliſhment of public credit, and of the econo- 


fould permit. Theſe aſſurances obtained the loan of 6,000,000 ; but 
te event-has proved that I was deceived in the hopes which I thought 


ackward ; ſo that I perceive no certainty of the reimburſement of the 


ſurances have induced his majeſty to make that advance, and in the 


W. 


JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. | 


160 


The count de Vergennes informs me, fir, that the 6,000,000 xp 
lent to the United States in the ſame manner and under the ſame con. 
ditions with the ſum which was lent laſt year. That is to ſay, that 


it ſhall be paid monthly, at the rate of 500,000 livres per month. Bu Sta 
as it appears from what you did me the honor to write on a forme Fre 
occaſion, that you had anticipated a part of this ſublidy, I muſt pry of 
you to conſider, that the firſt months of this year will have been en. , 
ployed in payment of thoſe anticipations, and that it will be proper 6 WW" 
to combine your drafts, as that they ſhall not be preſented but at the TIC? 
monthly periods in which the funds are to be provides. ſev: 
I have had the honor to inform you, fir, that this money is lent u ami 
the United States to enable them to carry on the war. The wiſdon of! 
of Congreſs will determine according to circumſtances, on the manner vit 
of effecting that important object, and of compelling the enemy by joint abu 
efforts to conclude a ſolid and permanent peace. | | ala 
It remains for me to inform you, fir, that the king was unable » WW 
make this laſt effort without extreme difficulty. I have had the hong king 
to communicate thoſe which oppoſe conſiderable loans. They are f Stat 
great, that I am commanded to inform you, in the moſt poſitive terms and 
that it will be impoſſible for the king, in any caſe whatever, to obtain ven 
new advances for Congreſs for the next year. As to the reſource ws 
which you may ſeek elſewhere than in France, the details containedin laid 
thoſe letters which I had the honor to read to you, will not permit 2 WI ©" 
hope of ſucceſs until the United States ſhall have eſtabliſhed a perm wee 
nent public revenue; and the delay and repugnancy with which the de! 
proceed in that buſineſs being known in Europe, the diſpoſition to lend Cer 
money to Congreſs ceaſes. Lenders place their money elſewhere: and 
thoſe ſpeculations which would have been directed towards the Uni. WP 
ted States take a different turn, and it will be extremely difficult to * 
bring them back. . | - _ * 
I abſtain from repeating here the other parts of the count de Ver Culy 
gennes's diſpatches, which I had the honor ro communicate, becaue * 
the truths they contain are well known to you, and becauſe they may 
all be reduced to this ſingle poſition, that without a ſpeedy eſtabliſh 
ment of ſolid general revenue, and an exact performance of the en- It 
gagements which Congreſs have made, you muſt renounce the expedt the ( 
tion of loans in Europe. LE Pe, VVV ears 
I am ordered alſo, ſir, to inform Congreſs, that my court expect they lum 
will have taken final and ſatisfactory meaſures to ſecure payment of ovir 
the intereſt of the debt contracted with his majeſty by the United Long 
States; but 1 content myſelf with communicating this circumſtance | 
to you, and before announcing it directly to Congreſs, I will wait ll Ba 
their preſent embarraſſments ſhall be diminiſhed, _ | 2 
From theſe details, fir, you will be able to judge of the impoſſibil 0 
ty of negociating bills upon your plenipotentiaries beyond the funds + 
which remain free from the 6,000,000 lent this year. It is very clear, | 
that ſuch bills will not be paid by us; and it is from perfect confidence ; 
in your regularity upon that ſubject, that I ſhall aſſure the count ws e 
Vergennes, he may be certain no demand will be made on him beyond 7 
the ſums already granted, 1 SY 8 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
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The contract between his moſt Chriſtian majeſty and the United 
states of America, entered into by the count de Vergennes and Mr. 
Franklin the 16th of July, 1782, and ratified by Congreſs the 22d day 
of January, 1783. | 

The king having been pleaſed to attend to the requeſts made to him 
in the name, and on behalf of the United Provinces of North-Ame- 
rica, for aſſiſtance in the war and invaſion under which they had for 
ſeveral years groaned ; and his majeſty, after entering into a treaty of 
amity and commerce with the ſaid confederated provinces, on the 6th 


abundant as they were effectual, in the critical ſituation to which their 
affairs were reduced. It has been judged proper and neceſſary to ſtate 
exattly the amount of thoſe advances, the conditions on which the 
king made them, the periods at which the Congreſs of the United 
States have engaged to re-pay them to his majeſty's royal treaſury, 
and in fine, to ſtate this matter in ſuch a way as for the future to pre- 
vent all difficulties capable of interrupting the good harmony which 
his majeſty is reſolved to maintain and preſerve between him and the 
ſaid United States. For execuring ſo laudable a purpoſe, and with a 
view to ſtrengthen the bands of amity and commerce which ſubſiſt be- 
tween his majeſty and the ſaid United States : we, Charles Gravier 


der of his orders, miniſter and ſecretary of ſtate, and of his commands 
and finances, veſted with full powers of his majeſty to us given for this 


6 . . . . . - 5 

. borpoſe: and we, Benjamin Franklin, miniſter plenipotentiary of the 

o binted States of North-America, in like manner veſted with full pow- 
ers of the Congreſs of the ſaid ſtates for the preſent purpoſe; after 

* duly communicating our reſpective powers; have agreed to the follow- 

mW articles: | | 

1 ARTICLE I. 

ill. 


It is agreed and certified, that the ſums advanced by his majeſty to 
a Wie Congreſs of the United States, under the title of a loan in the 


year? 1778, 1779, 1780, 1781, and the preſent, 1782, amount to the 


hey lum of 18,000,000 of livres, money of France, according to the fol- 
to 'oving 21 receipts of the above-mentioned under written miniſter of 
ited Congreſs, given in virtue of his full powers, to wit: e 


til! 28 February, 1778, . — 750,000 

2 19 May, ditto, . = 750,000 
bill 3 Auguſt, ditto, + - 750, 000 
und * 1 November, ditto, 2 Sg - 7 50,000 . 
o 3, ooo, ooo 
jene 5 10 June, 1779, - — 250,000 
nt ae 16 September, ditto, - 3 250,000 
M October, ditto, 3 - 250,000 

21 December, ditto, = - 250,000 | 


of February, 1778, having had the goodneſs to ſupport them, not only 
with his forces by land and ſea, but alſo with advances of money, as 
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de Vergennes, &c. counſellor of the king in all his councils, comman- 
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9 29 February, 1780 . 750,000 
10 23 May, ditto, - = 750,000 
11 21 June, ditto, WI - 7 50,000 
12 5 October, ditto, - - 7 50,000 
13 27 November, ditto, + — 1,000,000 
14 15 February, 1781, - = 750,000 
15 15 May, _ ditto, - 3 750,000 
16 15 Auguſt, ditto, SM = 750,000 
17 1 Auguſt, ditto, - =: '-.. » H00,000 
18 15 November, ditto, - - 750,000 
| 2— 4,000,000 
19 10 April, N 0 1,500,000 
21 5 of the ſame month, - 3,000,000 
CO | ————6,000,00 
Amounting in the whole to 18,000,000, viz. 18,000,000 
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of 18,000,000 millions, money of France, with intereſt at five per cent, 
per annum. | 


9 — eee ti rr HOES 
3 — ——— 


* * RIS” Ip. — , 


N—_—_ 
4 4 | * — 


162 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 


By which receipts the ſaid miniſter has promiſed in the name of Cons 
greſs, and in behalf of the thirteen United States, to cauſe to be pail 
and reimburſed to the royal treaſury of his majeſty, on the Iſt of ju. 
nuary, 1788, at the houſe of his grand banker at Paris, the ſaid ſun 


neral 


he { 


ARTICLE II. 
: my ( 


Conſidering that the payment of fo large a capital at the one ſtipu- WiWital 
lated period, the Iſt of January, 1788, may greatly injure the finances ¶ Ito be 
of the Congreſs of the United States, and it may perhaps be even in- ear 
practicable on that footing, his majeſty has been pleaſed for that reaſon nal 
to recede in that reſpect from the tenor of the receipts which the mi- y th 
niſter of Congreſs has given for the 18,000,000 livres tournois, men- Heque 
_ tioned in the foregoing article, and has conſented that the payment of romi 
the capital in ready money, at the royal treaſury, be in twelve equal lirte 
payments of 1,500,000 livres each, and in twelve years only, to con- reaſu 
mence from the 3d year after a peace. ad le 
OI . ARTICLE III. "to 
Although the receipts of the miniſter of the Congreſs of the United 
States ſpecify, that the 18,000,000 of livres above-mentioned, are to It i. 
be paid at the royal treaſury, with intereſt at five per cent. per annu res to 
| his majeſty being willing to give the ſaid United States a new proof o! Worn © 
his affection and friendſhip, has been pleaſed to make a preſent of, and Wire 
to forgive the whole arrears of intereſt to this day, and from then Bris, 
to the day of the date of the treaty of peace; a favour which the ments 
niſter of the Congreſs of the United States acknowledges to flow fron the 
the pure bounty of the king, and which he accepts in the name of the nd fe 
ſaid United States with profound and lively acknowledgments. 95000 
ARTICLE IV. t 


The payment of the ſaid 18,000,000 of livres tournois ſhall be in 
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ready money at the royal treaſury of his majeſty at Paris, in twelve 
equal parts, and at the terms ſtipulated in the above 2d article. The 
intereſt of the ſaid ſum, at five per cent. per annum, ſhall commence 
with the date of the treaty of peace, and ſhall be paid at every period 
of the partial payments of the capital, and ſhall diminiſh in proportion 
with the payments. The Congreſs of the {aid United States being 
left however, at liberty to free themſelves ſooner from this obligation 
by anticipated payments, in caſe the ſtate of their finances will admit. 


ARTICLE V. 


Although the loan of 5,000,000 of florins of Holland, agreed to by 
the ſtates general of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, on the 
terms of the obligation paſſed on the 5th of November, 1781, between 
tis majeſty and the ſaid ſtates general, has been made in his majeſty's | 
name, and guaranteed by him ; it is nevertheleſs acknowledged by 
theſe preſents, that the ſaid loan was made in reality on account and 
for the ſervice of the United States of North-America, and that the 
capital, amounting at a moderate valuation, to the ſum of 10,000,000 
livres tournois, has been paid to the ſaid United States, agreeably to 
a receipt for the payment of the ſaid ſum, given by the underſigned 
miniſter of Congreſs, the 7th day of June laſt. 

F e Vi; . 1 
By the convention of the ſaid 5th of November, 1781, the king 
35 been pleaſed to promiſe and engage to furniſh and pay at the ge- 
neral counter of the ſtates general of the Netherlands, the capital of 
he ſaid loan, with the intereſt at four per cent. per annum, without 
any charge or deduction whatever to the lenders, ſo that the ſaid ca- 
pital ſhallibe wholly re-paid after the ſpace of five years, the payments 
obe made in ten equal periods, the firſt of which to commence the 6th 
ear from the date of the loan, and afterwards from year to year to the 
inal payment of the ſaid ſum ; but it is in like manner acknowledged 
this act, that this engagement was entered into by the king, at the 


en- equeſt of the underſigned miniſter of the United States, and on the 
tan romiſe by him made in the name of Congreſs, and on behalf of the 
ual WWiirteen United States, to cauſe to be reimburſed and paid at the royal 


realury of his majeſty at Paris, the capital, intereſt and coſt of the 
ad loan, according to the conditions and terms fixed by the ſaid con- 
ention of the 5th of November, 1781. 0 i 


1 . 
4 lt is accordingly agreed and ſettled, that the ſum of 10,000,000 li- 
num 


es tournois, being by a moderate computation, the principal of the 


ol] vn of 5,000,000 of Holland florins above-mentioned, ſhall be reim- 
) * urled, and paid in ready money at the royal treaſury of his majeſty at 
17 as, with the intereſt at four per cent. per annum, in ten equal pay- 
e mu 


nts of 1,000,000 each, and in ten terms, the firſt of which ſhall be 
the 5th of November, 1787, the ſecond, the 5th of November, 1788, 
id fo from year to year till the final payment of the ſaid ſum of 
9,000,000, the intereſt leſſening in proportion with the partial pay- 
ents of the capital. But in conſequence of the king's affection for 
de United States, his majeſty has been pleaſed to charge himſelf with 


preceding the firſt term of payment of the capital, as the king has en. 


name of the ſaid United States, to cauſe payment thereof to be made 


jeſty; the firſt year's intereſt to be paid the 5th of November next, 


exchanged in the ſpace of nine months from this day, or ſooner if po 
ſible. 1 . 


virtue of our re ſpective powers have ſigned theſe preſents, and thereunto 
fixed the ſeal of our arms. VV 1 


The contract entered into by the hon. J. Adams, in behalf of the Uni- 


ſtates general of the United Netherlands, &c. &c. in quality, as eſpe 


be done in this reſpect by him, honorable appearer, according to © 


bited to me, notary, and depoſited in my cuſtody, in behalf of the jou 


164 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 


the expenſe of commiſſions and bank for the ſaid loan, of which ex. 
penſes his majeſty has made a preſent to the United States, and this 
their underſigned miniſter accepts with thanks in the name of Con. 
greſs, as a new proof of his majeſty's generolity and friendſhip for the 
laid United States. 


- ARTICLE VIII. 
With regard to the intereſt of the ſaid loan during the five year 


gaged to pay it at the general counter of the ſtates general of the Ne. 
therlands, at the rate of four per cent. yearly, and every year, count. 
ing from the 5th of November, 1781, according to the convention of 
that day, the miniſter of Congreſs acknowledges that the re-payment of 
that is due to his majeſty by the United States, and he engages in the 


at the ſame time and at the ſame rate at the royal treaſury of his me 


and fo yearly, during the five years preceding the firſt term for the pay. 

ment of the capital, fixed as above on the 5th of November, 1787, 
The high contracting parties reciprocally bind themſelves to tle 

faithful obſervance of this contract, the ratifications of which ſhall be 


In teſtimony whereof, we the ſaid plenipotentiaries of his moſt Chr 
tian majeſty, and of the thirteen United States of North-America, in 


Done at Verſailles, the 16th day of July, 1782. 
: CY GRNAVIER DE VERGENNES, (L. s.) 
B. FRANKLIN, e (L. s.) 


PAPER No. VI. 


ted States, with ſundries, for a loan of 5,000,000 of florins : 
Translation from the Dutch. 
Minuted on a ſeal of 48 ſtivers. 8 
(Signed) „ VAN HoLE, Notar). 
On the 11th day of June, in the year 1782, appeared before me, 
Pieter Galenus Van Hole, notary of Amſterdam, admitted by the bon. 
court of Holland, LS 55 
The hon. John Adams, Eſq; miniſter plenipotentiary on the pat 
of the United States of America, by their high mightineſſes the lords, 


cially qualified and authorized by the above-mentioned ſtates of Ame 
rica in Congreſs aſſembled, for and in behalf of the ſaid ſtates of Ame 
rica, to raiſe a loan with any perſon or perſons, ſtates or companies 
with ſubjoined aſſurance in good faith to ratify and fulfil all that ſhal 


thentic copy and tranſlation of the original commiſſion or power exhil 


money lenders. „ BS 
The hon, appearer reſiding in the Hague, but being now in this cit) 


' APRIL 1783. "hl 


And the hon. appearer acknowledged himſelf, in his aforeſaid qua- 
liry, and thus in the name and in behalf of the above-mentioned ſtates 
of America, to be duly and lawfully indebted to and in behalf of ſun- 
ary perſons or money lenders, in all a ſum of 1,000,000 of guilders, 
Dutch current money, ariſing from and on account of ſo much ready 
money received by him hon. appearer, in his aforeſaid quality, to his 
perfect latisfaction, from the {aid money lenders, in conſequence of 
the receipt hereafter mentioned, to be ſigned by the hon. appearer, 
under the authentic copies hereof, expreſsly and formally diſavowing 
the excuſe of untold monies, _ Es 5 | 
And the hon. appearer promiſed, in his aforeſaid quality, to re-pay 
1 this city the ſaid ſum of 1,000,000 of guilders, free from all coſts, 
charges and damages, to the above-mentioned money lenders, or their 
ſigns, at the expiration of 15 years after the 1ſt day of June, 1782; 
and that in the following manner, to wit: LY = 
That the above-mentioned capital ſhall remain fixed during the ſpace 
if 10 years, and that with the 11th year, and thus on the Iſt day of 
lune, 1793, a fifth part, or 200,000 guilders of the ſaid capital of 
1,000,000, ſhall be redeemed, and in the ſame manner from year to 
year until the 1ſt day of June, 1797, incluſive, ſo that the whole ca- 
ital ſhall be redeemed and diſcharged within the above-mentioned 
pace of 15 years. 5 | VVT 
And that for ſaid capital, at firſt for the whole, and afterwards for 
le reſidue, at the expiration of every year, intereſt ſhall be paid at the 
ate of five per cent. in the year commencing the firſt day of June, 
782, and to continue until the final accompliſhment, and that on 
cupons, to be ſigned by or for account of ſaid hon. appearer in his 
loreſaid quality. „ 5 Bars | 
That the above-mentioned redeeming ſhall be performed by draw- 
gin preſence of a notary and witneſſes in this city, after the expira- 
lon of the firſt mentioned 10 years, in ſuch a manner that the Nos: 
the obligations drawn ſhall be by times made known in the public 
pers, 5 5 5 
That the payment of the intereſts, as alſo the redeeming of the reſ- 
ective periods, ſhall be made at the compting houſes of the hereafter- 
entioned gentlemen directors, or at ſuch other places within this ci- 
„ as ſhall likewiſe be advertiſed in the public papers. 
That the directors of this negociation ſhall be Meſſrs. Wilhelm et 
mn Willink, Nicolaas et Jacob Van Staphorſt and de la Lande et 


U 
(0 


part me, merchants of this city, who are by theſe preſents thereto na- 
4 ed and appointed by the hon. appearer in his atoreſaid quality. 

el The honorable appearer promiling and engaging, in the names of 
al $ conſtituents, that the amount of the intereſts and of the redeem- 


sto be made, from time to time, of the ſaid capital, ſhall be in due 
me remitted to the aforeſaid gentlemen directors, their heirs or ſuc- 
lors, in good bills of exchange, American products, or in ready mo- 
without any abatement or deduQtion whatſoever. 


ot That this obligation ſhall never be ſubject to any impoſt or taxes 
; ji dy laid or in time to come to be laid in the ſaid United States of 


Mcrica, even in caſe (which God forbid) any war, hoſtilities or di- 


nt ould ariſe between aforeſaid United States or any of them, 
Vou, VIII. | | 
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nor under any pretext whatſoever be hindered or delayed. 


the contents hereof ſhall be maintained in full force. 


| hereof, for the ſecurity of the money lenders, until the above-nen 


value and have the ſame effect as the engroſſed one, under every on 


terſigned by above-mentioned gentlemen directors, and duly atteſt 


demanded by the gentlemen directors in behalf of the money lende 
who ſhall be then intereſted therein, and the aforeſaid principals 


on the one ſide, and the ſtates of theſe lands on the other, that tt 
payment of the capital or intereſts of this obligation can in no vit 


The honorable appearer in his aforeſaid quality, promiſing and en 
gaging, moreover, for and in the names of the ſaid United Starz 
that there ſhall never be made by them or on their parts, or any of 
them in particular, any convention or treaty, public or private, at th 
making of peace or otherwiſe, by which the validity and acconyliþ.ſ 
ment of theſe preſents might be prejudiced, or whereby any thing 
contrary thereto might be ſtipulated, but that without any eXcepting 


The honorable appearer in his aforeſaid quality likewiſe proniſy 
engages and binds himſelf by theſe preſents, that this engagenen 
ſhall be ratified and approved as ſoon as poſſible by ſaid United Sum 
in Congreſs aſſembled, and that authentic copy tranſlation of fi 
ratification, with the original, ſhall be depoſited in cuſtody of ny, 
notary, to be there kept with ſaid authentic copy tranſlation of ti 
commiſſion or power of him honorable appearer, and the engroſk 


tioned capital and intereſts as aforeſaid ſhall be redeemed and paid of 
And there ſhall be made of this act (as the honorable appearerin 
his aforeſaid quality conſents) above and beſides the above-mentioned 
engroſſed, 1000 authentic copies which ſhall be of the ſame force ant 


of which copies ſhall be placed a receipt of 1000 guilders Dutch cur 
rent money, either on name or in blank, at the choice of the mone 
lenders, to be ſigned by him honorable appearer, and which receip 
{hall be reſpeQively numbered from No. 1 to 1000 incluſive, and cout 


by me, notary, as a teſtimony that no more than 1000 obligations 
numbered in virtue of this act. All which authentic copies, withti 
receipts thereunder placed, ſhall at the redeeming of the capital, ben 
ſtored by the bearers. 85 à„„ | 

On failure of prompt payment, as well as of the capital, as of tl 
intereſts at the appointed periods, the capital or reſidue thereof may 


committents of him, honorable appearer, ſhall in that caſe he heldan 
bound to redeem and diſcharge immediately in one ſum the remailll 
capital with the intereſts and charges. RE 
For the accompliſhment and performance of all the above writtf 
the honorable appearer binds in his aforeſaid quality, and thus in tl 
names and on the part of the above-mentioned United States of An 
rica, the ſaid United States of America jointly and each of them 
particular, together with all their lands, chattles, revenues and 
ducts, together with impoſts and taxes already laid and raiſed in t 
ſame, or in time to come to be laid and raiſed, and thus of all * 
United States of America jointly and of each of the ſame in parti 
lar for the whole, | | 5 
He the honorable appearer renouncing, in the names as above, i 
that purpoſe expreſsly beneficium divisionis, as likewiſe de duobus 
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1aribus reis debendi, ſignifying a retribution of debts, and that when 

go or more are indebted, each of them can ſatisfy with the payment 

# their portion; the hon. appearer promiſing in his aforeſaid quality, 

erer to have recourſe to the ſaid or to any other evaſions whatſoever, 

This being paſſed (after tranflation into Engliſh was made hereof, 

Wd which likewiſe is ſigned by the honorable appearer, and depoſited 

1 the cuſtody of me the ſaid notary) within Amſterdam aforeſaid, in 

he preſence of 5 © 
| Gipton Victor et 5 Fe PORE 

CoRNELIS MARCHANT, | : | 

(Signed) P. G. Van HoLF, Notary. 

kn 1 

Faithfully tranſlated from the Dutch, Amſterdam, this 17th day 

of June, 1782. 


933 


JoAxxES VERGELL, L. Son. 
1. | _ Sworn Tranſlator, | 


There are four others of the ſame tenor and date, numbered 2, 3, 
5 making in the whole 5,000,000 guilders; and each of the ſaid 
ontracts is ratified by Congreſs. 9 0; 
PAPER No. VII. | 
To the United States in Congreſs aſſembled. 
he address and petition of the officers of the army of the United States, 
MTNILY SEEWETHY. CGE. 5 
That we, the officers of the army of the United States, in behalf 
f ourſelves and our brethren the ſoldiers, beg leave, with all proper 
ference and re ſpect, freely to ſtate to Congreſs, the ſupreme power 
{ the United States, the great diſtreſs under which we labour. 
on At this period of the war it 1s with peculiar pain we find ourſelves | 
onſtrained to addreſs your auguſt body, on matters of a pecuniary na- Fi 
en re. We have ſtruggled with our difficulties, year after year, under 4 
hopes that each would be the laſt ; but we have been diſappointed. | Bi 
ee find our embarraſſments thicken ſo faſt, and have become ſo com- | 5 
lex, that many of us are unable to go further. In this exigence we Fi 
ly to Congreſs for relief as our head and ſovereign. 
To prove that our hardſhips are exceedingly diſproportionate to 61 
loſe of any other citizens of America, let a recurrence be had to the al 
-maſter's accounts, for four years paſt. If to this it ſhould be ob- ; 
ed, that the reſpective ſtates have made ſettlements and given ſe- mt 
uities for the pay due, for part of that time, let the preſent value of of 
ole nominal obligations he aſcertained by the monied men, and they | 4 
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ll be found to be worth little indeed and yet, trifling as they are, 
cm ny have been under the ſad neceſſity of parting with them, to pre- 
d en their families from actually ſtarving. © 
in We complain that ſhadows have been offered to us while the ſub- br 
ll ice has been gleaned by others. | | : 
arte Our ſituation compels us to ſearch for the cauſe of our extreme po- 


: 
ny, The cirizens murmur at the greatneſs of their taxes, and are I 
vey! iſhed that no part reaches the army. The numerous demands, 4 
bus - are between the firſt collectors and the ſoldiers, ſwallow up the 8 
hole. | at 44 


. 0 —— — 3 


ſible. The uneaſineſs of the ſoldiers, for want of pay, is great wj 


ration; as to the retained rations, the account for ſeveral years remains 
unſettled; there is a large balance due upon it, and a conſiderable ſun 
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Our diſtreſſes are now brought to a point. We have borne all thy 
men can bear—our property is expended—our private reſources are 
an end, and our friends are wearied out and diſguſted with our inf 
ſant applications. We, therefore, moſt ſeriouſly and earneſtly beg 
that a ſupply of money may be forwarded to the army as ſoon as ol. 


_— any further experiments on their patience may have faq 
effects. | | | | 
The promiſed ſubſiſtence or ration of proviſions, conſiſted of certay 
articles ſpecified in kind and quantity. This ration, without regar, 
that we can conceive, to the health of the troops, has been trequent 
altered, as neceſſity or conveniency ſuggeſted, generally loſing by th 
change ſome part of its ſubſtance. On an average, not more tha 
ſeven or ths have been iſſued ; the retained parts were, for a ht 
time, paid for ; but the buſineſs became troubleſome to thoſe who wer 
to execute it. For this, or ſome other reaſons, all regard to the dia 
as they reſpected the ſoldiers, has been diſcontinued (now and then; 
trifling gratuity excepted.) As theſe dues reſpected the officers, they 
were compenſated during one year and part of another, by an eum 


for that of forage. _ 2 e 7 

The clothing was another part of the ſoldiers hire. The arrearg 
on that ſcore, for the year 1777, were paid off in continental money 
when the dollar was worth about four-pence ; the arrearages for the 
following years are unliquidated, and we apprehend ſcarcely thought 
of but by the army. Whenever there has been a real want of mean: 
any defect in ſyſtem, or neglect in execution, in the departments of tht 
army, we have invariably been the ſufferers, by hunger and nakednel: 
and by languiſhing in an hoſpital. Es mien 

We beg leave to urge an immediate adjuſtment of all dues ; that! 
great a part as poſſible be paid, and the remainder put on ſuch a fo 
ing as will reſtore cheerfulneſs to the army, revive confidence in tit 
juſtice and generolity of its conſtituents, and contribute to the vt! 
defirable effect of re-eſtabliſhing public credit. 

We are grieved to find that our brethren, who retired from ſervid 
on half. pay, under the reſolution of Congreſs in 1780, are not oil 
deſtitute of any effectual proviſion, but are become the objects of d 
loquy. Their condition has a very diſcouraging aſpe& on us, # 
muſt ſooner or later retire, and from every conſideration of juſt 
gratitude and policy, demands attention and redreſs. 


We regard the act of Congreſs reſpecting half. pay, as an honor ”® 
and juſt recompenſe for ſeveral years hard ſervice, in which the heal bre 
and fortunes of the officers have been worn down and exhauſted: ; 

| Tee with chagrin the odious point of view in which the citizens of s 
many of the ſtates endeavour to place the men entitled to it. * 
hope, for the honor of human nature, that there are none ſo hardene 1 

in the ſin of ingratitude, as to deny the juſtice of the reward. + 
have reaſon to believe that the objection generally is againſt the mol = 

only. To prevent therefore, any altercations and diſtinctions whi in 


may tend to injure that harmony which we ardently deſire may relg 


turoughout the community, we are willing to commute the half. pay 
pledged, for full pay for a certain number of years, or for a ſum in 
grols, as ſhall be agreed to by the committee ſent with this addreſs. 
And in this we pray, that the diſabled officers and ſoldiers, with the 
widows and orphans of thoſe who have expended or may expend their 
lives in the ſervice of their country, may be fully comprehended. 


We alſo beg, that ſome mode may be pointed out for the eventual 


ayment of thoſe ſoldiers who are the ſubjects of the reſolution of Con- 
oreſs of the 15th May, 1778. | 


To the repreſentation now made, the army have not a doubt that 


Congreſs will pay all that attention which the ſerious nature of it re- 
quires. It would be criminal in the officers to conceal the general 
diſſatisfaction which prevails, and is gaining ground in the army, from 
the preſſure of evils and injuries, which, in the courſe of ſeven long 
years, have made their condition in many inſtances wretched. They 


therefore entreat, that Congreſs, to convince the army and the world 
that the independence of America ſhall not be placed on the ruin of 


any particular claſs of her citizens, will point out a mode for immedi- 
ate redreſs. 


H. Knox, M. General, 
John Patterſon, B. General, 

J. Greaton, Colonel, 

John Crane, Colonel, 


H. Maxwell, Lieut. Colonel, 


J. Huntington, B. General, 
H. Swift, Colonel, 


on part of the Maſſachu- 
$ ſetts line. e 


on part of the Connecticut 


Samuel, B. Webb, Colonel, line. 
Eben. Huntington, Lieut. Col. 8 
P. Cortlandt, Colonel, TF on part of the N. York line. 


John N. Cummings, Lieut, Col. & on part of the N. Jerſey line. 


William Scott, Major, 5 on part of the New- Hamp- 


ſhire line. 1 
W. Euſtis, Hoſpital Surgeon, 5 en part ger general hoſ- 


Moſes Hazen, Brigadier-general, 
Cantonments, Hudſon's River, December, 1782. 

| PAPER No. VIII. 5 
Aletter, of the 12th, and one of the 18th March laſt, from the com- 


mander in chief, with the papers accompanying them, relative to the 


proceedings of the army in conſequence of certain anonimous papers. 

6851 R. [A 3 A | | | | 
«IT is with inexpreſſible concern I make the following report to 
your excellency :— Two days ago anonimous papers were circulated in 
the army, requeſting a general meeting of the officers on the next day. 


copy of one of theſe papers is encloſed, No. 1. 


About the ſame time another anonimous paper, purporting to be 


an addreſs to the officers of the army, was handed about in a clandeſ- 
une manner A copy of this is marked No. 2. 
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« To prevent any precipitate and dangerous reſolutions from bein 
taken at this perilous moment, while the paſſions were all inflamed; 
as ſoon as theſe things came to my knowledge, the next morning, | 
iſſued the encloſed order, No. 3. And in this ſituation the matter noy 
reſts. 
„ Since writing the foregoing, another anonimous paper has been 
put in circulation, a copy of which is encloſed, No. 4. 

(No. 1.) 2 


A meeting of the general and field officers is requeſted at the pub. 
lic building, on Tueſday next, at 11 o'clock. A commiſſioned officer 
from each company is expected, and a delegate from the medical ſtaf. 

The object of this convention, is to conſider the late letter from our 
repreſentatives in Philadelphia, and what meaſures (if any) ſhould be 
adopted, to obtain that redreſs of grievances which they ſeem to hare 

ſolicited in vain. 


(No. 2.) 
OE To the Officers of the Army. 
GENTLEMEN, 
A fellow ſoldier, whoſe intereſt and affections bind him ſtrongly to 
you, Whoſe paſt ſufferings have been as great, and whoſe future for. 
tune may he as. deſperate as yours—would beg leave to addreſs you. 
Age has its claims, and rank is not without its pretenſions to adviſe: 
but, though unſupported by both, he flatters himſelf, that the plain 
language of ſincerity and experience will neither be unheard nor unte- 
garded. | 3% od nee „ 
, Like many of you, he loved private life, and left it with regret. He 
left it, determined to retire from the field, with the neceſſity that cal. 
led him to it, and not till then—Not till the enemies of his country, 
the ſlaves of power, and the hirelings of injuſtice, were compelled to 
L abandon their ſchemes, and acknowledge America as terrible in arms 
0 as ſhe had been humble in remonſtrance. With this object in view, 
} he has long ſhared in your toils and mingled in your dangers, He has 
felt the cold hand of poverty without a murmur, and has ſeen the in- 
ſolence of wealth without a ſigh.— But, too much under the direction 
of his wiſhes, and ſometimes weak enough to miſtake deſire for opinion, 
he has till lately—very lately believed in the juſtice of his country: 
He hoped, that as the clouds of adverſity ſcattered, and as the ſunſhine 
of peace and better fortune broke in upon us, the coldneſs and ſever! 
ty of government would relax, and that, more than juſtice, that gri#- 
\ _ titude would blaze forth upon thoſe hands, which had upheld her, in 
\ the darkeſt ſtages of her paſſage, from impending ſervitude to acknov- 
1 ledged independence. But faith has its limits as well as temper, and 
| there are points beyond which, neither can be ſtretched, without ſink- 
ing into cowardice or plunging into credulity.—This, my friends, 1 
conceive to be your ſituation.—Hurried to the very verge of both, al 
other ſtep would ruin you forever. To be tame and unprovoked when 
injuries preſs hard upon you, is more than weakneſs; but to look up 
for kinder uſage, without one manly effort of your own, would fix you" WM ly 
character, and ſhew the world how richly you deſerve thoſe chains y0* W no 
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broke. To guard againſt this evil, let us take a review of the ground 
upon which we now ſtand, and from thence carry our thoughts forward 
for a moment, into the unexplored field of expedient. 

After a purſuit of ſeven long years, the object for which we ſet out 
is at length brought within our reach. — Ves, my friends, that ſuffer- 
ing courage of yours was active once—it has conducted the United 
States of America through a doubtful and a bloody war. It has pla- 
ced her in the chair of independency, and peace returns again to 
bleſs—whom ?—A country willing to redreſs your wrongs, cheriſh 
your worth and reward your ſervices, a country courting your return 
to private life, with tears of gratitude and ſmiles of admiration, long- 
ing to divide with you that independency which your gallantry has 
given, and thoſe riches which your wounds have preſerved ? Is this the 
caſe? Or is it rather, a country that tramples upon your rights, diſ- 
dains your cries and inſults your diſtreſſes? Have you not, more than 
once ſuggeſted your wiſhes, and made known your wants to Congreſs ? 
Wants and wiſhes which gratitude and policy ſhould have anticipated, 
rather than evaded. And have you not lately, in the meek language 
of entreating memorials, begged from their juſtice, what you would no 
longer expect from their favour? How have you been anſwered ? Let 
the letter which you are called to conſider to-morrow make reply. 

If this, then, be your treatment, while the ſwords you wear are ne- 
ceſſary for the defence of America, what have you to expect from 
peace, when your voice ſhall fink, and your ſtrength diſſipate by divi- 
lon? When thoſe very ſwords, the inſtruments and companions of your 
glory, ſhall be taken from your ſides, and no remaining mark of mili- 
tary diſtinction left but your wants, infirmities and ſcars ? Can you 
then conſent to be the only ſufferers by this revolution, and retiring 
from the field, grow old in poverty, wretchedneſs and contempt ? Can 
you conſent to wade through the vile mire of dependency, and owe the 
miſerable remnant of that life to charity, which has hitherto been 
ſpent in honor !—If you can—6Go—and carry with you, the jeſt of 
tories and the ſcorn of whigs—the ridicule, and what is worſe, the pity 
ot the world. - Go, ſtarve, and be forgotten ! But, if your ſpirit ſhould 
revolt at this; if you have ſenſe enough to diſcover, and ſpirit enough 


en Wi to oppoſe tyranny under whatever garb it may aſſume ; whether it be 
the plain coat of republicaniſm, or the ſplendid robe of royalty; if you 
„live yet learned to diſcriminate between a people and a cauſe, between 
me inen and principles—awake ; attend to your ſituation and redreſs 
WY jourſelves. If the preſent moment be loſt, every future effort is in 
rain; and your threats then, will be as empty as your intreaties now. 
L I would adviſe you, therefore, to come to ſome final opinion upon 
A hat you can bear, and what you will ſuffer. If your determination 


be in any proportion to your wrongs, carry your appeal from the juſ- 
2 ſ ee, to the fears of government. Change the milk-and-water ſtyle of 
your laſt memorial ; aſſume a bolder tone—decent, but hvely, ſpirited 


an- and determined, and ſuſpect the man who would adviſe to more mode- 
hen Bi ration and longer forbearance. Let two or three men, who can feel 
M well as write, be appointed to draw up your laſt remonſtrance; for, 
_ l would no longer give it the ſueing, ſoft, unſucceſsful epithet of me- 


morial. Let it be repreſented in language that will neither diſhonour 
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you by its rudeneſs, nor betray you by its fears, what has been pro. 


miſed by Congreſs, and what has been performed how long and hoy 
patiently you have ſuffe red how little you have aſked, and how much 
of that little has been denied. Tell them that, though you were the 
firſt, and would wiſh to be the laſt to encounter danger: though deſpait 
itſelf can never drive you into diſhonour, it may drive you from the 
field : that the wound often irritated, and never healed, may at length 


become incurable ; and that the ſlighteſt mark of indignity from Con. FB 
greſs now, mult operate like the grave, and part you for ever: that 
in any political event, the army has its alternative, If peace, that 


nothing ſhall ſeparate you from your arms but death: if war, that 
courting the auſpices, and inviting the direction of your illuſtrious 


leader, you will retire to ſome unſettled country, {mile in your 


turn, and “ mock when their fear cometh on.” But let it repreſent 


alſo, that ſhould they comply with the requeſt of your late memorial, 


it would make you more happy and them more reſpectable. That 
while war ſhould continue, you would follow their ſtandard into the 
field, and when it came to an end, you would withdraw into the ſhade 
of private hte, and give the world another ſubje& of wonder and - 


plauſe; an army victorious over its enemies—victorious over itfelf, 


(No. 3.) 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
 Hlead-Duarters, Newburgh, Tuesday, March 11, 1783. 
The commander in chief, having heard that a general meeting of 


the officers of the army was propoſed to be held this day at the ney 
building, in an anonimons paper which was circulated yeſterday by ſome 


unknown perſon, conceives, although he is fully perfuaded that the 


good ſenſe of the officers would induce them to pay very little atten- 
tion to ſuch an irregular invitation, his duty, as well as the reputation 


and true intereſt of the army, requires his diſapprobation of ſuch dil. 
orderly, proceedings. At the ſame time he requeſts the genera] and 
field-officers with one officer from each company, and a proper repre- 
ſentation from the ſtaff of the army, will aſſemble at 12 o'clock on 


Saturday next, at the new building, to hear the report of the commit. 
tee of the army to Congreſs. After mature deliberation, they wil 


deviſe what further meaſures ought to be adopted as molt rational and 


beſt calculated to attain the juſt and important object in view. Tit 
ſenior officer in rank, preſent, will be pleaſed to preſide, and report the 
- reſult of the deliberations to the commander in chief. 


i... CN; 4s) 
ns | To the Officers of the Army. 
GENTLEMEN, | 1 ak 
The author of a late addreſs, anxious to deſerve, though he ſhould 
fail to engage your eſteem ; and determined, at every riſque, to unfol 
your duty, and diſcharge his own, would beg leave to ſolicit the ful. 


ther indulgence of a few moments attention. Aware of the coynels 


with which his laſt letter would be received, he fells himſelf neithet 
diſappointed nor diſpleaſed with the caution it has met. Ye well knen 
that it ſpoke a language, which till now, had heen heard only in wh 


pers, and that it contained ſome ſentiments which confidence itle 
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vonld have breathed with diſtruſt, But their lives have been ſhort, 
and their obſervations imperfe& indeed, who have yet to learn that 
alarms may be falſe ; that the beſt deſigns are ſometimes obliged to 
ume the worſt aſpe&; and that, however ſynonimous ſurprize and 
lifaſter may be in military phraſe, in moral and political meaning, they 
convey ideas as different as they are diſtinct. 


Suſpicion, deteſtable as it is in private life, is the lovelieſt trait of 


political characters. It prompts you to enquiry, bars the door againſt 
lefign, and opens every avenue to truth. It was the firſt to oppoſe a 
tyrant here, and {till ſtands centinel over the liberties of America. 
With this belief, it would illy become me to ſtifle the voice of this ho- 


into proof, has herſelf given birth to the addreſs you have read, and 
now goes forth among you, with a requelt to all, that it may be treat- 
cd fairly; that it be conſidered before it be abuſed, and condemned 


will appear, that apathy itſelf will grow warm in the purſuit, and though 
it will be the laſt to adopt her advice, it will be the firſt to act upon it. 

The general orders of yeſterday, which the weak may miſtake for 
difapprobation, and the deſigning dare to repreſent as ſuch, wears, in 
my opinion, a very different complexion, and carries with it a very op- 
polite tendency. Till now the commander in chief has regarded the 


ble ſilence has authorized your meetings, and his private opinion has 
fanctified your claims. Had he diſliked rhe object in view, would not 
be ſame ſenſe of duty which forbade you from meeting on the third 


ot the ſame ſubject held up for your diſcuſſion ? and has it not paſ- 


ll give ſyſtem to your proceedings, and ſtability to your reſolves. It 
il ripen ſpeculation into fact, and while it adds to the unanimity, 


le neceſſary to add, upon this ſubject, that, from the injunction with 
ich the general orders cloſe, every man is at liberty to conclude 
that the report to be made to head-quarters 1s intended for Congreſs, 
Hence will ariſe another motive for that energy which has been recom- 


preſentations, and the more alarming predictions of our friends? To 
has make a want of ſignature an objection to opinion, I reply, that 
matters very little who is the author of ſentiments which grow out 
i your feelings, and apply to your wants; that in this inſtance, diffi- 
Knce ſuggeſted, what experience enjoins ; and that while I continue 
move on the high road of argument and advice, which is open to 
ll, I ſhall continue to be the ſole confident of my own ſecret. But, 
would the time come, when it ſhall be neceſſary to depart from this 
Mera! line, and hold up any individual among you as an object of the 


wid 
fold 
fur- 
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new 
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ultence, and give my name to the army, with as little reſerve as I 
" give my opinions. 1 


reſt guardian; a guardian, who, authorized by circumſtances digeſted | 


before it be tortured ; convinced that in a ſearch after error, truth 


ſteps you have taken for redreſs, with good wiſhes alone. His oſten- 


Pay of the week, have forbidden you from meeting on the ſeventh ? Is 


ſed the ſeal of office, and taken all the ſolemnity of an order? This 


It cannot poſſibly leſſen the independency of your ſentiments. It may 


mended : for, can you give the lie to the pathetic deſcriptions of your 


flentment or contempt of the reſt, I thus publicly pledge my honor 
za ſoldier, and veracity as a man, that I will then aſſume a viſible 
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Head-Quarters, Newburgh, March 18, 1783. 
SIR, 
The reſult of the proceedings of the grand convention of the gf. 
cers, which I have the honor of encloling to your excellency for the 
inſpection of Congreſs, will, 1 flatter myſelf, be conſidered as the |; 
glorious proof of patriotiſm which could have been given by men v 
aſpired to the diſtinction of a patriot army; and will not only confirp 
their claim to the juſtice, but will increaſe their title to the gratitude 
of their country. 5 
Having ſeen the proceedings on the part of the army terminate yith 
perfect unanimity, and in a manner entirely conſonant to my wiſhes; 
being impreſſed with the livelieſt ſentiments of affection for thoſe why 
have ſo long, ſo patiently, and ſo cheerfully ſuffered and fought under 
my immediate direction; having from motives of juſtice, duty and gn. 
titude, ſpontaniouſly offered myſelf as an advocate for their rights; 
and having been requeſted to write to your excellency, earneſtly en. 
treating the moſt ſpeedy deciſion of Congreſs upon the ſubjects of th 
late addreſs from the army to that honorable body; it now only re. 
mains for me to perform the taſk I have aſſumed, and to intercede in 
their behalf, as I now do, that the ſovereign power will be pleaſed to 
verify the predictions I have pronounced of, and the confidence the 
army have repoſed in the juſtice of their country. | 
And here I humbly conceive it is altogether unneceſſary (while! 
am pleading the cauſe of an army which have done and ſuffered more 
than any other army ever did in the defence of the rights and liberties 
of human nature) to expatiate on their claims to the moſt ample com- 
penſation for their meritorious ſervices, becauſe they are perfedly 
known to the whole world, and becauſe, (although the topics are inex- 
hauſtible) enough has already been ſaid on the ſubje&t. To prone 
theſe aſſertions, to evince that my ſentiments have ever been uniform, 
and to ſhew what my ideas of the rewards in queſtion have always 
been, I appeal to the archives of Congreſs, and call on thoſe ſacred 
depoſits to witneſs for me. And in order that my obſervations and 
arguments in favour of a future adequate proviſion for the officers of 
the army may be brought to remembrance again, and conſidered in 
a ſingle point of view without giving Congreſs the trouble of having 
recourſe to their files, I will beg leave to tranſmit herewith an extrad 
from a repreſentation made by me to a committee of Congreſs, ſo long 
ago as the 29th of January, 1778, and alſo the tranſcript of a letter tt 
the preſident of Congreſs, dated near Paſſaick-Falls, October 11, 1780. 


— 


ͤ— „ * 


Extract from a Representation made by the Commander in Chief # 
4 Committee of Congress at the Army, 29th January, 1778. 
GENTLEMEN, „„ 
«THE numerous defeQts in our preſent military eſtabliſhment, render 
ing many reformations and many new arrangements abſolutely neceſſaſ 
and Congreſs having been pleaſed to appoint you a committee, in concen 
with me, to make and recommend ſuch as ſhall appear eligible, in pit 
ſuance of the various objects expreſſed in their reſolution for that pu 
_ poſe ;—lI have in the following ſheets briefly delivered my ſentimen 
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That in the critical and perilous moment when the laſt mentioned 
communication was made, there was the utmoſt danger a diſſolution of 
the army would have taken place, unleſs meaſures ſimilar to thoſe re- 
-ommended had been adopted, will not admit a doubt. That the 
option of the reſolution, granting half-pay for life, has been attended 
vith all the happy conſequences I had foretold, ſo far as reſpected the 


the army at this inſtant, and at the former period, determine, And 
that the eſtabliſhment of funds, and ſecurity of the payment of all the 
juſt demands of the army, will be the moſt certain means of preſerving 


K St mY "Re 2 * ; | 


3 N 


pon ſuch of them as ſeemed to me moſt eſſential, ſo far as obſervation 
has ſuggeſted and leiſure permitted. Theſe are ſubmitted to conſide- 


the evils and inconveniencies we are now ſubject to, and putting the 
umy upon a more reſpectable footing. Something mult be done; 
important alterations muſt be made ; neceſſity requires that our re- 
ſources ſhould be enlarged and our ſyſtem improved; for without it, 
if the diſſolution of the army ſhould not be the conſequence, at leaſt, 
its operations muſt infallibly be feeble, languid and ineffeAual, 

« As I conſider a proper and ſatisfactory proviſion for officers, in a 
manner as the baſis of every other regulation and arrangement ne- 
eſſary to be made; ſince without officers no army can exiſt, and un- 
els ſome meaſures be deviſed to place thoſe of ours in a more deſirable 


om. tuation, few of them would be able, if willing to continue in it, I 
ly Wall begin with a few refleftions tending to prove the neceſſity of a 
ex. alf. pay and penſionary eſtabliſhment. 5 : ; 

rove „A ſmall knowledge of human nature will convince us that with 
orm r the greateſt part of mankind, intereſt is the governing principle, 
wa ea that almoſt every man is more or leſs under its influence. Mo— 
cred Wires of public virtue may for a time, or in particular inſtances, actuate 
aden to the obſervance of a conduct purely diſintereſted, but they are 
n o dot of themſelves ſufficient to produce a perſevering conformity to the 
ed i 


fined dictates and obligations of ſocial duty; few men are capable 
it making a continuel ſacrifice of all views of private intereſt or ad- 
antage, to the common good: it is in vain to exclaim againſt the 
epravity of human nature on this account—the fact is fo, the expe- 


ms, can ſucceed. 5 


Mother men. At the commencement of the diſpute; in the firſt ef- 
Ulons of their zeal, and looking upon the ſervice to be only tempo- 


ende, they entered into it without paying any regard to pecuniary or 
ella am conſiderations : but finding its duration to be much longer than 
onceiey at rſt {| ulpected, and that, inſtead of deriving any advantage from 
in pur de hardſgips and dangers to which they were expoſed, they, on the 
at an Mrary, were loſers by their patriotiſm, and fell far ſhort even of a 
1Me 


"mpetency to ſupply their wants, they have gradually abated in their 


good of the ſervice, let the aſtoniſhing contraſt between the ſtate of 


ation, and I ſhall be happy if they are found conducive to remedying 


ence of every age and nation has proved it, and we mult in a great 
ieaſure change the conſtitution of man, before we can make it other- 
le; no inſtitution not built on the preſumptive truths of theſe max- 


„We find them exemplified in the American officers, as well as in 


ing a pretext to diſengage themſelves from it. Puniſhment, in this 


| Nothing, in my opinion, would ſerve more powerfully to reanimat 
their languiſhing zeal, and intereſt them thoroughly in the ſervid 


their lot to fall in its defence. | | 
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the national faith and future tranquility of this extenſive continent, 
my decided opinion. | ME 


By the preceding remarks, it will readily be imagined, that inſtead ; 
of retracting and reprehending (from farther experience and reflection t 
the mode of compenſation ſo ſtrenuouſly urged in the encloſures, Ian a 


more and more confirmed in the ſentiment, and if in the wrong, (uf. 


fer me to pleaſe myſelf with the grateful deluſion. 


For if, beſides the ſimple payment of their wages, a further con. | X 


penſation is not due to the ſufferings and ſacrifices of the officers, then Wl x 
have I been miſtaken indeed. If the whole army have not merited d 
— — — — — — 
ardor; and with many an entire diſinclination to the ſervice, underin i ir 
preſent circumſtances, has taken place. To this, in an eminent degree, t 
muſt be aſcribed the frequent refignations daily happening, and the It 
more frequent importunities for permiſſion to reſign, and from ſom Wi be 


officers of the greated merit; to this alſo may be aſcribed the apathy, el 
inattention and neglect of duty, which pervade all ranks, and which : 
will neceſſarily continue and increaſe, while an officer, inſtead of gin. 


ing any thing is impoveriſhed by his commiſſion, and conceives he is t 


conferring, not receiving a favour in holding it. There can be no ful-W t! 


| ficient tie upon men poſſeſſing ſuch ſentiments; nor can any method Mi th 


be adopted to oblige thoſe to a punctual diſcharge of duty, who arc] a" 
indifferent about their continuance in the ſervice, and are often ſeeł. v« 


caſe, will be unavailing ; but when an officer's commiſhon ts made - 
luable to him, and he fears to loſe it, you may then exact obedience 
from him. „ Fg . 
„It is not indeed conſiſtent with reaſon or juſtice, to expe that 
one ſet of men ſhould make a ſacrifice of property, domeſtic eaſe and 
happineſs, encounter the rigors of the field, the perils and viciſſitudes 
of war, to obtain thoſe bleſſings which every citizen will enjoy in com 


mon with them, without ſome adequate compenſation. It muſt alſo be 4 
a comfortleſs reflection to any man, that after he may have conti * 
buted to ſecuring the rights of his country, at the riſque of his lik 2 
and the ruin of his fortune, there would be no proviſion made to pre 15 
vent himſelf and family from ſinking into indigence and wretchednels i; 


Beſides adopting ſome methods to make the proviſion for officers equi 
to their preſent exigences, a due regard ſhould be paid to futurit 


than a half-pay and penſionary eſtabliſhment. This would not oll 
diſpel the apprehenſion of perſonal diſtreſs at the termination of tl 
war, from having thrown themſelves out of profeſſions and emplo) 
ments they might not have 1t in their power to reſume, but would! 
a great degree relieve the painful anticipation of leaving their wido 
and orphans a burthen on the charity of their country, ſhould it 


 & I am earneſt in recommending this meaſure, becauſe I know It 
the general wiſh and expectation, and that many officers, whom, up 
every principle we ſhould wiſh to retain in the ſervice, are only V# 


APRIL 1788. Tos 


wiatever a grateful people can beſtow, then have I been beguiled by 
rejudice, and built opinion on the baſis of error. If this country 
hould not, in the event, perform every thing which has been requeſ- 
ed in the late memorial to Congreſs, then will my belief become vain, 
and the hope that has been excited, void of foundation. And if, (as 
has been ſuggeſted for the purpoſe of inflaming their paſſions) the offi- 
cers of the army “ are to be the only ſufferers by this revolution; if 
retiring from the field they are to grow old in poverty, wretchedneſs 
and contempt : if they are to wade through the vile mire of depen- 
dency, and owe the miſerable remnant of that life to charity, which 
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ing to ſee whether ſomething of the kind will, or will not take place, 
to be determined in their reſolution, either of ſtaying 1n or quitting 


he it immediately; and I urge my ſentiments with the greater freedom, 
me becauſe I cannot and ſhall not receive the ſmalleſt benefit from the 
WI cdabliſnment, and can have no other inducement for propoling it, tha 
h a full conviction of its utility and propriety. | 


this I oppole the neceſſity the officers are now diſcontented with 
their ſituation : if ſome generous expedient is not embraced to remove 
their diſcontent, ſo extenſive a deſertion from the ſervice will enſue, 


wound it in a very eſſential manner. Every thing that has this effect, 
has a tendency at leaſt, to protract the war, and though dictated by 


economy.“ 


Passaicꝶ Falls, 11th October, 1780. 


aairs, and the ſtate of the army, will deny. A want of officers, in- 
dependent of other conſiderations, were ſufficient to compel us; but 
that the temper of the army, produced by its ſufferings, requires great 
aution in any reforms that are attempted, is a poſition not leſs evi- 
dent than the former. In ſervices the beſt eſtabliſhed, where the hands 
0 government are ſtrengthened by the ſtrongeſt intereſts of the army 
to ſubmiſſion, the reducing of its regiments, and diſmiſſing a great 
part of its officers is always a meaſure of difficulty and delicacy. In 


imat 
1 ours, where the officers are held by the feebleſt ties, and are mouldering 
ot ou fy by daily reſignations, it is peculiarly ſo. The laſt reduction oc- 
"of th aloned many to quit the ſervice beſides thoſe who were reformed, 
mplo and left durable ſeeds of diſcontent among thoſe who remained. The 
ould iff eneral topic of declamation was, that it was as hard as diſhonourable 
wido for men, who had made every ſacrifice to the ſervice to be turned out 
14 it | 01t at the pleaſure of thoſe in power, without an adequate compen- 


tion, In the maturity to which their uneaſineſſes have now ariſen, 
'om a continuance in miſery, they will be ſtill more impatient under 
n attempt of a ſimilar nature. How far theſe diſpoſitions may be 


« I am ſenſible, the expenſe will be a capital objection to it, but to 


and ſo much diſcouragement be caſt upon thoſe who remain, as muſt 


z well intended frugality, will, I fear, in the end prove erroneous 
Extract of a Letter from General Washington to Congress, dated 


«THAT there are the moſt concluſive reaſons for reducing the 
number of regiments, no perſon acquainted with the ſituation of our 


*talonable, I pretend not to decide, but in the extremity to which we 
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has hitherto been ſpent in honor,“ then ſhall I have learned what in. 


gratitude is, then ſhall I have realized a tale which will embitter eyery 


moment of my future life. | 3 

But I am under no ſuch apprehenſions; a country reſcued by their 
arms from impending ruin, will never leave unpaid the debt of grati. 
tude. N 
Should any intemperate or improper warmth have mingled itſelf 


among the foregoing oblervations, 1 muſt entreat your excellency and 


Congreſs, it may be attributed to the effuſion of an honeſt zeal in the 
beſt of cauſes, and that my peculiar ſituation may be my apology ; and 


— 5 4 — — 


6 — - 


are arrived, policy forbids us to add new irritations; too many of the 


officers with to get rid of their commiſhons, but they are unwilling to 


be forced into it, | 


It is not the intention of theſe remarks to diſcourage a reform, but 
to ſhew the neceſlity of guarding againſt the ill eftects by an ample 
Ywoviſion, both for the officers who ſtay, and for thoſe who are reduced, 


This ſhould be the baks of the plan, and without it 1 apprehend the 


moſt miſchievous conſequences, this would obviate many fcruples that 


will otherwiſe be found prejudicial in the extreme. I am convinced 


Congreſs are not a little ſtraitned in the means of a preſent proviſion, 
ſo ample as to give ſatisfaction, but this proves the expediency of a fu- 
ture one, and brings me to that which I have ſo frequently recommend- 
ed as the moſt economical, the molt politic and the moſt effe ctual that 


could be deviſed, a half-pay for life: ſupported by a proſpect of a per- 
manent dependence, the officers would be tied to the ſervice, and would 
ſubmit to many momentary privations, and to the inconveniencies 
which the fituation of public affairs makes unavoidable, This 1s 
_ exemplified in the Pennſylvania officers, who, being upon this eſtabliſh- 


ment, are ſo much intereſted in the ſervice, that in the courſe of 
months there has been only one reſignation in that line, 

« Tf the objection drawn from the principle of this meaſure, being 
incompatible with the genius of our government, is thought unfur— 
mountable, 1 would propoſe a ſubſtitute leſs eligible, in my opinion, 
but which may anſwer the purpoſe—lt is, to make the preſent halt- 


pay for ſeven years whole pay for the ſame period, to be advanced in 


two different payments; one half in a year after the concluſion of 
peace, the other half in two years ſubſequent to the firſt, 

No objeQtion to this meaſure occurs to me, except it be thought 
too great an expenſe ; but in my judgment, whatever can give con- 
ſiſtency to our military eſtabliſhment, will be ultimately favourable 
to economy. It 1s not eaſy to be conceived, except by. thoſe who are 
witneſſes to it, what an additional waſte and conſumption of every 
thing, and conſequently what an increaſe of expenſe, reſults from the 
laxneſs of diſcipline in the army ; and where the officers think they 
are doing the public a favour by holding their commiſſions, and the 
men are continually fluQuating, it is impoſſible to maintain diſcipline. 
Nothing can to me be more obvious than that a ſound military eſta- 
bliſhment and the intercſts of &conomy are the ſame : how much more 


| hope J need not, on this momentous occaſion, make any new proteſ- 
tations of diſintereſtedneſs, having ever renounced for myſelf the idea 
of pecuniary reward. The conſciouſneſs of having attempted faith- 
fully to diſcharge my duty, and the approbation of my country, will be 
a ſufficient recompenſe for my ſervices, 


J have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
5 GEORGE WASHING TON. 
His excellency the 
preſident of Congreſs, 


* n — —— 
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the purpoſes of the war will be promoted by it in other reſpeQs, will 
not admit of an argument. 5 

In reaſoning upon the meaſure of a future proviſion, I have heard 
gentle men object the want of it in ſome foreign armies, without ad- 


; the firſt rank in moſt of the countries of Europe, and 1s the road to 
| WH honor and emolument. The eſtabliſhment is permanent, and whate- 
, ver be an officer's proviſion, it is for life, and he has a profeſſion for 
t life; he has future as well as preſent motives of military honor and 
d preferment ; he is attached to the ſervice by the ſpirit of the govern- 
, ment, by education, and in moſt caſes by early habit; his preſent con- 
. dition, if not ſplendid, is comfortable; penſions, diſtinctions and par- 
J. ticular privileges, are commonly his rewards in retirement. In the 


caſe of the American officers, military character has been ſuddenly 
taken up, and is to end with the war. „ dy 
Congrels will herewith receive a liſt of the officers in the New- 


1 

es Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, 
1 Tennſylvania and Maryland lines, previous to its marching to the 
ki louthward ; alſo in Crane's and Lamb's artillery, Sheldon's horſe ; and 


in Hazen's, Sherburn's, Spencer's and Livingſton's regiments, who 
have actually had their reſignations entered at head-quarters in the 


ny courſe of this year; and who, in general, urged their neceſſities when 
ir- WT tity applied on the ſubject, and inſiſted, notwithſtanding every per- 
on; luaſion to induce their continuance, that their circumſtances would not 


tions, there are a great many of which I have no certain account, as 
the laſt winter, have never rejoined the army, and have only ſent meſ- 


and thoſe of their families, would not permit their return. As to the 
lignations which have taken place in the Virginia line and the other 


no account of them, but I make no doubt that many have happened, 
All theſe ſerve to ſhew the neceſſity of ſome more competent eſtabliſh. 
nent than the preſent one; and I hold it my duty to mention, from 
the accounts I daily receive, unleſs this 1s the cale, that I have ſtrong 
talons to believe we ſhall not be able to retain, after the end of the 
campaign, as many officers, eſpecially in ſome lines, as will be even 
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rerting to the difference of circumſtances. The military ſtate holds 


almit of their remaining in ſervice longer. Belides thoſe reſigna- 
the officers being permitted to go home on furlough in the courſe of 


lages, or written to their regimental officers, that their own diſtreſſes 


troops at the ſouthward, ſince they were acting in that quarter, I have 


{0M s ; 
cient for the common duties when in quarters. If matters fortu- 
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Tenſe of the army decide. 
entitled to much credit for the goodneſs of his pen; and I could wik 
the man who ſhould recommend moderation and longer forbearance, 


lity of ſentiment, regard to juſlice and love of country, have no part; 


whoever he may be, intended to take advantage of the paſſions, while 


obvious, by the mode of conducting the buſineſs, to need other proof 


will be ſenſible at the firſt view, of the injuries and great inconvem- 


ſequent promotions, which are and will be inevitable. 
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(No. 5.) 
Cantonment, 15th March, 1783. 


The officers of the army being convened agreeably to a general or. 
der of the 11th inſtant, the hon. major-general Gates, preſident, his 
excellency the commander in chief was pleaſed to addreſs the meeting 
as follows : | ny 5 


GENTLEMEN, 8 

By an anonimous ſummons, an attempt has been made to conyene 
you together. How inconſiſtent with the rules of propriety, how un. 
military and how ſubverſive of all order and diſcipline, let the goo 


In the moment of this ſummons, another anonimous production was 
ſent into circulation, addreſſed more to the feelings and paſſions than 
to the reaſon and judgment of the army. The author of the piece is 


he had as much credit for the rectitude of his heart; for, as men ſee 
through different optics, and are induced by the reflecting faculties of 
the mind, to uſe different means to attain the ſame end, the author of 
the addreſs ſhould have had more charity than to mark for ſuſpicion 


or, in other words, who ſhould not think as he thinks, and act as he ad. 
viſes. But he had another plan in view, in which candor and liber 


and he was right to inſinuate the darkeſt ſuſpicion to effect the black 
eſt deſign. That the addreſs is drawn with great art, and is deſigned 
to anſwer the moſt inſidious purpoſes ; that it is calculated to imprels 
the mind with an idea of premeditated injuſtice in the ſovereign power 
of the United States, and rouſe ail thoſe reſentments which muſt uns- 
voidably flow from ſuch a belief; that the ſecret mover of this ſcheme, 


they were warmed by the recolle ion of paſt diſtreſſes, without giving 
time for cool, deliberate thinking; and that compoſure of mind which 
is ſo neceſſary to give dignity and ſtability to meaſures, is rendered too 


than a reference to the proceeding. N | 
Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought it incumbent on me to ob- 


—* 1 1 1 5 1 - E : . 


— 


nately ſhould not proceed to the lengths my fears forebode, yet Congrels 
encies which muſt attend ſuch a continual change of officers and con- 


« After having exhibited this view of the preſent ſtate of the 4. 
my, it is almoſt needleſs to add that, excepting in the rank of field ol. 
cers, and a very few captains, we ſhall have new officers to provide, 
rather than old ones to diſband at the reduction of regiments; a 
how they are to be had I know not, no diſpoſition having been diſco- 
vered of late to enter the ſervice. Congreſs have little to appre hen 


on account of the expenſe of ſupernumerary officers when this even? 
takes place,” 
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ſerve to you, to ſhew upon what principles I oppoſed the irregular 


laſt, and not becauſe I wanted a diſpoſition to give you every oppor- 
wnity, conſiſtent with your own honor, and the dignity of the army, 
to make known your grievances. If my conduct heretofore has not 
evinced to you, that I have been a faithful friend to the army, my de- 
daration of it at this time would be equally unavailing and improper. 
But as I was among the firſt who embarked in the cauſe of our com- 
mon country ; as I have never left your fide one moment, but when 
called from you on public duty ; as I have been the conſtant compani- 
on and witneſs of your diſtreſſes, and not among the laſt to feel 
and acknowledge your merits ; as I have ever conſidered my own mi- 
litary reputation as inſeparably connected with that of the army; as 
ny heart has ever expanded with joy when J have heard its praiſes, and 
my indignation has ariſen when the mouth of detraction has been 
opended againſt it, it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed, at this laſt ſtage of the 
var, that I am indifferent to its intereſts, But how are they to be 
promoted? The way is plain, ſays the anonymous addreſſer. „If 
war continues, remove into the unſettled country; there eſtabliſh 
yourſelves and leave an ungrateful country to defend itſelf.” But 
who are they to defend? Our wives, our children, our farms and 
other property which we leave behind us ? or, in this ſtate of hoſtile 
ſeparation, are we to take the two firſt (the latter cannot be removed) 
to periſh in a wilderneſs with hunger, cold and nakedneſs ? © If peace 


t; 
4 takes place, never ſheath your ſwords,” ſays he, “ until you have ob- 
ned tained full and ample juſtice.” This dreadful alternative of either 


lelerting our country in the extremeſt hour of her diſtreſs, or turn- 


writer have in view, by recommending ſuch meaſures ? Can he be a 
fend to the army? Can he be a friend to this country? Rather is he 


vin 

8. dot an infidious foe ? Some emiſſary, perhaps, from New-York, plot- 
J too WMW''ng the ruin of both, by ſowing the ſeeds of diſcord and ſeparation 
proof between the civil and military powers of the continent? and what a 


compliment does he pay to our underſtandings, when he recommends 


pudent in me to aſſign my reaſons for this opinion, as it would be in- 
ulting to your conception to ſuppoſe you ſtood in need of them. A 
noment's reflection will convince every diſpaſſionate mind of the phy- 


be af. tels to you, of an anonymous production ;—but the manner in which 
al Mat performance has been introduced to the army, the effect it was 
rovidey 


atended to have, together with ſome other circumſtances, will amply 
; 3 andi my obſervation on the tendency of that writing. Dy 


disco With reſpect to the advice given by the author, to ſuſpe& the man 


ſto ſhall recommend moderate meaſures and longer forbearance, I 


Vor. VIII. e 


and haſty meeting which was propoſed to have been held on Tueſday | 


vg our arms againſt it, which is the apparent object, unleſs Congreſs 
can be compelled into inſtant compliance, has ſomething ſo ſhocking 
nit, that humanity revolts at the idea, My God! what can this 


neaſures, in either alternative, impracticable in their nature? But, 
lere, gentlemen, I will drop the curtain, becauſe it would be as im- 
lcal impoſſibility of carrying either propoſal into execution. There 


night, gentlemen, be an impropriety in my taking notice, in this ad- 


urn it, as every man who regards that liberty and reveres that juſtice 
which we contend, undoubtedly muſt ; for, if men are to be pre- 
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cluded from offering their ſentiments on a matter which may ingly, 
the moſt ſerious and alarming conſequences that can invite the con. 
ſideration of mankind, reaſon is of no uſe to us. The freedom 9 
ſpeech may be taken away, and, dumb and ſilent, we may be led, like 
ſheep, to the ſlaughter. I cannot, in juſtice to my own belief, a 
what I have great reaſon to conceive is the intention of Congreſy 
_ conclude this addreſs, without giving it as my decided opinion, thay 
that honorable body entertain exalted ſentiments of the ſervices d 
the army, and from a full conviction of its merits and ſufferings, vil 
do it complete juſtice : that their endeavours to diſcover and eſtabliſ 
funds for this purpoſe have been unwearied, and will not ceaſe ti 
they have ſucceeded, I have not a doubt. EO 
But, like all other large bodies, where there 1s a variety of different 
Intereſts to reconcile, their determinations are flow. Why then ſhoul 
we diſtruſt them? And, in conſequence of that diſtruſt, adopt mealurg 
which may caſt a thade over that glory which has been ſo juſtly xe. 
quired, and tarniſh the reputation of an army which is celebrated 
through all Europe for its fortitude and patriotiſm ? And for what i 
this done? To bring the object we ſeek nearer ? No, moſt certainly 
in my opinion, it will caſt it at a greater diſtance. For myſelf, and 
I take no merit in giving the aſſurance, being induced to it from prin: 
ciples of gratitude, veracity and Juſtice, a grateful ſenſe of the con. 
dence you have ever placed in me, a recollection of the cheerful afl. 
ance and prompt obedience I have experienced from you, under every 
viciſſitude of fortune, and the ſincere affection I feel for an army! 
have ſo long had the honor to command, will oblige me to declare, it 
this public and folemn manner, that in the attainment of complete 
juſtice. for all your toils and dangers, and in the gratification of every 
wiſh, ſo far as may be done conliſtently with the great duty I owe ny 
country, and thoſe powers we are bound to reſpect, you may freely 
command my ſervices to the utmoſt extent of my abilities. 
While I give you theſe aſſurances, and pledge myſelf in the molt 
unequivocal manner, to exert whatever ability I am poſſeſſed of in 
your favour, let me entreat you, gentlemen, on your part, not to take 
any meaſures, which, viewed in the calm light of reaſon, will leſſen the 
dignity, and ſully the glory you have hitherto maintained. Let me te 
queſt you to rely on the plighted faith of your country, and placea 
full confidence in the purity of the intentions of Congreſs ; that, pre+ 
vious to your diſſolution as an army, they will cauſe all your accounts 
to be fairly liquidated, as directed in the reſolutions which were pub. 
liſhed to you two days ago; and that they will adopt the molt effec 
tual meaſures in their power to render ample juſtice to you for you 
faithful and meritorious ſervices. And let me conjure you, in the name 
of our common country, as you value your own ſacred honor, as 50 
reſpect the rights of humanity, and as you regard the military and ua 
tional character of America, to expreſs your utmoſt horror and dete 
tation of the man, who wiſhes, under any ſpecious pretences, to oel 
turn the liberties of aur country; and who wickedly attempts to ope 
the flood-gates of civil diſcord, and deluge our riſing empire in blood. 
By thus determining, and thus acting, you will purſue the plain WIT On 
and direct road to the attainment of your wiſhes ; you will defeat taten 
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inlidious deſigns of our enemies, who are compelled to reſort from open 
force to ſecret artifice. You will give one more diſtinguiſhed proof of 


ſure of the moſt complicated ſufferings: and you will, by the dignity 
of your conduct, afford occaſion for poſterity to ſay, when ſpeaking of 
the glorious example you have exhibited to manking—* had this day 


hich human nature is capable of attaining.” 
conded by general Putnam, 


reſented to his excellency the commander in chief, for his excellent 
addreſs, and the communication he has been pleaſed to make them; 
and that he be aſſured that the officers reciprocate his affeionate ex- 
preſſions, with the greateſt ſincerity of which the human mind is ca- 
able. N | 1 
f The addreſs from the army to Congreſs—the report of the commit- 
tee from the army —and the reſolutions of Congreſs of 25th January, 
being read, 5 : = 

On motion by general Putnam, ſeconded by general Hand, 

Voted, That a committee be appointed immediately to draw up ſome 
relolutions expreſſive of the buſineſs before us, and to report in half 
an hour; that this committee conſiſt of one general-officer, one field- 


er) WWoficer and one captain; and that general Knox, colonel Brooks and 

yl captain Howard, compoſe the ſaid committee. . 

1 The report of the committee being brought in, and fully conſidered, 
lete 


Resolved unanimously, That, at the commencement of the preſent 
var, the officers of the American army engaged in the ſervice of their 
country from the pureſt love and attachment ro the rights and liber- 
ties of human nature, which motives {till exiſt in the higheſt degree; 
and that no circumſtances of diſtreſs or danger ſhall induce a conduct 
that may tend to ſully the reputation and glory which they have ac- 
quired, at the price of their blood and eight years faithful ſervices. 

Resolved unanimously, That the army continue to have an unſhaken 
onfidence in the juſtice of Congreſs and their country, and are fully 
Fconvinced that the repreſentatives of America will not diſband or dif. 


ace Merle the army until their accounts are liquidated, the balances accurate- 
PI) aſcertained, and adequate funds eſtabliſhed for payment, and, in this 
duns arrangement, the officers expect that the half- pay, or a commutation of 
pub, mould be efficaciouſly comprehended. „ f 


fly entreating the moſt ſpeedy deciſion of that honorable body, upon 
be ſub jects of our late addreſs, which was forwarded by a committee 
f the army, ſome of whom are waiting upon Congreſs for the reſult. 
u the alternative of peace or war, this event would be highly ſatiſ- 
ory, and would produce immediate tranquility in the minds of the 


*. Wy, and prevent any further machinations of deſigning men, to ſow 
2 uſcord between the civil and military powers of the United States. 
TY On motion, Resolved unanimously, That the officers of the Ameri- 
a 


unexampled patriotiſm and patient virtue, riſing ſuperior to the preſ- 
deen wanting, the world had never ſeen the laſt ſtage of perfection to 


His excellency having withdrawn, on motion by general Knox, ſe— 


Resolved, That the unanimous thanks of the officers of the army be 


Resolved unanimously, That his excellency the commander in chief 
de requeſted to write to his excellency the preſident of Congreſs, earn- 


n army, view with abhorrence, and reje& with diſdain, the infamous 


ducted that buſineſs; and that a copy of the proceedings of this day 
be tranſmitted by the preſident to major-general M<Dougall ; and that 


The committee, confiſting of Mr. Oſgood, Mr. Bland, Mr. Hamil. 
ton, Mr. Madiſon and Mr. Peters, appointed to confer with the ſy. 
perintendant of finance reſpecting his continuanee in office, report, 


_ Congreſs are of opinion the public ſervice requires his continuance it 


by the rules of the houſe.” 


\ 
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propoſitions contained in a late anonymous addreſs to the officery 9 
the army; and reſent, with indignation, the ſecret attempts of ſome 
unknown perſons to collect the officers together, in a manner totally 
ſubverſive of all diſcipline and good order. FN 
Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the officers of the a 
be given to the committee who preſented to Congreſs the late addreß 
of the army, for the wiſdom and prudence with which they have con. 


he be requeſted to continue his ſolicitations at Congreſs, until the ob. 
jets of his miſſion are accompliſhed, 0 
The meeting was then diſſolved. 1 
HORAT IO GATEs, Major-General, President. 
Monpar, April 28, 1783. | 


« That they have confered with him accordingly ; and that the 
ſubſtance of the conference was, on the part of Mr. Morris, as follom; 
„That his continuance in office was highly injurious to his private 
affairs, and contrary to his private inclinations ; but that he felt the 
importance of the exertions neceſſary to be made at the preſent jun 
ture, towards the reduction of the army in a manner ſatisfaQory to 
them and convenient to the public ; that, therefore, if Congreſs ſhould 
think his ſervices, towards effecting that object, of importance, and 
ſhould defire them, he would be ready to continue them till arrange 
ments for that purpoſe could be made, and the engagements taken by 
him in conſequence, as well as thoſe already entered into, could be 
finally completed; that in this caſe he ſhould hope for the ſupport 0 
Congreſs :” whereupon, To : we, 
Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance be informed, that 


office till arrangements for the reduction of the army can be made, 
and the engagements that ſhall be taken by him in conſequence, 4 
well as thoſe already entered into, ſhall be finally completed. 
| :  Wzepnespar, April 30, 1788. 

A motion was made by Mr. Wilſon, ſeconded by Mr. Hamulto! 
as follows: VVV 1775 | 

«© Whereas it is of importance in every free country, that the col 
duct and ſentiments of thoſe to whom the direction of public affaus! 
committed, ſhould be publicly known; reſolved, that in future tit 
doors of Congreſs ſhall be open, unleſs otherwiſe ordered by a vote 9 


A motion was made by Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. White 
to poſtpone the foregoing motion, in order to conſider the following 
© That as ſoon as Congreſs ſhall have fixed on ſome place wht 
they may propoſe to continue their reſidence, and where they 79 
have ſome kind of juriſdiction without being expoſed to the influence 
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of any particular ſtate, it may be Proper. to determine whether the 
doors of Congreſs ſhall be open :” 5 

And on the queſtion for poſtponing for the purpoſe above-mentioned, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. har arm 


New- Hampshire, Mr. White, ar > *.. | 
| Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no ; if 
Mr. Osgood, 92 18 

| Mr. Higginson, no 11 

bode-Island, Mr. Collins, x43 divided 1 

| Mr. Arnold, . 1. 

Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, wy divided | | | 

3 Mr. Dyer, 5 Hy 

New-York, Mr. Hamilton, no cg kl 

New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 1 
| | Mr. Clark, no >no i 
il ; Mr. Condict,. | no) 1 
ts Pennsyloania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no}j 11 
| 6 | Mr. Pilson, no Þno ww 
the 8 Mr. Peters, no 10 
Nt; Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ol GN 4 
att „ Mr. Hemsley, no 1 
OT SN! | 
ING | Mr. Bland, 1 © bu 
60 Mr. A. Lee, no io 
ould a Mr. Mercer, no) 1 
and North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, aye. 1 
nge Mr. Williamson, ay „ 1 
n by South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no) 4 
d bs : Mr. Tzard, no >no 1 
rt 0 Mr. Gervais, no 1 


So it paſſed in 1 the negative. 

ce u A motion was then made by Mr. Wilſon, ſeconded by Mr. Hamil- 
made ton, to amend the original motion by ſtriking out the words “ unleſs 
otherwiſe ordered by a vote, or by the rules of the houſe,” and inſert- 
ing in lieu thereof, the words © ſubject to ſuch rules as ſhall be * 
alter determined for that purpoſe:: 

| And on the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays 
"lon being required by Mr. Hamilton, 


”— — —e— 


1 *. 3 ms _ Fs 
mY 


MM MNew-Hampshire, Mr. White, AM» *: 
ie col | Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 3 % 
fairs! e Mr. Os good. 20 
ure t Mr. Higginson, ay 
vote 0 Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, no „ 
3 = Mr. Arnold, nog 
White Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no BA 
wing Mr. Dyer, | 21 | 
> whe | New-York, Mr. Hamilton, ay F a 
ey maß New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 


Mr. Clark, no no 
Mr. Condict, no 


49 9 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay) 

Mr. Wilson, 5 to 
Mr. Peters, ay 

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ve g 
Mr. Hemsley, ay) % 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, nop* 

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 1 
1 Mr. Williamson, no“ 

 South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no} 
: Mr. Izard, no > no 

Mr. Gervais, no 


So it paſſed in the negative. EI | 
On the queſtion to agree to the main queſtion, the yeas and naysbe. 


ing required by Mr. Wilſon, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. White, no > * 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no N 
5 | Mr. Osgood, nol, 
Mr. Gorham, 6 
0 Mr. Higginson, no) 
 Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, noQ_ 
1 Mr. Arnold, = =" 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no 
OE. Mr. Dyer, " 881 
New-York, Mr. Hamilton, ay > * 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, no | 
| Mr. Clark, no U no 
pe Mr. Condict, g: 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ayd _ 
3 | Mr. Wilson, © * 4 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no 
Mr. Hemsley, 1 * 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, a 2 
1 1 2 © divided. 
Nortb- Carolinas, Mr. Hawkins, no) 
. Mr. Pilliamson, — * 
Soutb- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no} 
a ee Mr. Izard, no no 
Mr. Gervais, 20 | 


cCcolonel T. Tilghman: 


So it paſſed in the negative. — ; . 
On a report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Peters, Mr. Floyd 
and Mr. Ellſworth, to whom was referred a letter of the 24th; from 


Ordered, That the letter of Mr. Tilghman be referred to the ſu- 
perintendant of finance to take order thereon. | 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr. 
Dyer and Mr. Condict, to whom was referred a letter of the 22d from 
the ſuperintendant of finance, together with a memorial of J. D. At 
VEF © . | 1 
Resolved, That the comptroller be directed to ſettle the accounts of 


Mr. John Durbam Alvey, for money he is engaged to pay to certail 
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peſl· riders whom he was authorized to hire at head-quarters; and that 
the poſt-maſter-general be directed immediately to pay Mr. Alvey the 
balance due on thoſe accounts: | EE 
That the poſt-maſter-general be alſo directed to pay to Mr. Alvey 
the balance due him for pay, as poſt-maſter at head-quarters, as ſoon 
s the revenue of the poſt-ofhce will admit of ſuch diſburſements, with 
the intereſt of {ix per cent. from the time when this account ſhall be 
ſettled. | 5 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hemſley, Mr. Haw- 


Sandford Dart: 
Resolved, That the comptroller be, and he is hereby authorized and 


Auguſt laſt, as auditor to the ſouthern army, as he continued in ſer- 

nice till that period. 5 
On a report from the ſuperintendant of finance, to whom was re- 

ferred a letter of the 17th from Darius Stoddard : „ 
Ordered, That the commiſſioner for ſettling the accounts of the 


THURSDAY, May l, 1783. 15 
On motion of Mr. A. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Condict, 


Congreſs, he ſhall leave a receipt for the ſame in the office. 

A letter having been read from the miniſter of France to the ſecre- 
tary for foreign affairs, requeſting him to inform Congreſs of the pro- 
poſed departure of the duke de Lauzun's legion and other detachments 
of count Rochambeau's army for France; and expreſſing, with the 
luke de Lauzun, the ſenſe that he and the other officers and men of 
this army entertain of the harmony which has ſubſiſted between them 
ad the inhabitants of theſe ſtates, and of the hoſpitality with which 
they have been treated by them: | 7 
Resolved, That the ſecretary for foreign affairs inform the miniſter. 
It France, that Congreſs learn with pleaſure the ſatisfaction which 
the duke de Lauzun, and the officers and men of the French army in 
\merica expreſs, in the harmony which has ſubſiſted between them 
nd the inhabitants of theſe ſtates, ſince it exhibits at the ſame time, 
L[trong proof of the good diſpoſition and diſcipline of the commanders, 
Ilicers and men, and the juſt ſenſe the people of this country entertain 
the important ſervices they have rendered. En 
Az a further teſtimony of which, JV 
Resolved, That the ſecretary for foreign affairs, inform the duke de 
zuzun, and the officers and men under his command, that the Uni- 


loyd 
from 
je ſu- 
Mr. Krtions in the cauſe of America, and of the ſtrict attention which 
from have at all times paid to the rights of its citizens; and while the 

, Al- Joice at the events which have brought tranquility to theſe ſtates, it 
: * to their pleaſure, to reflect, that it reſtores thoſe who have been 
ww Ye in procuring it to their friends and their country. 

— the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gorham, Mr, 


kins and Mr. Fitzſimmons, to whom was referred an account of John 


directed to adjuſt the account of John Sandford Dart up to the 23d of 


hoſpital department, adjuſt and liquidate thoſe of Dr. Darius Stoddard. 


Resolved, That when a member takes any paper from the files of : 


ed States in Congreſs aſſembled, are highly ſenſible of their ſucceſsful 


1 * — © * * 
: = RP $ * — 1 e 
"bt :, . * 1 
— ” by - * - 
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— 
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Fitzſimmons and Mr. Holten, to whom was referred a memorial from 
Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Williamſon : | 


penſation for his extraordinary ſervices, 


from preſident Dickinſon to the delegates of Pennſylvania : 


and accept of theſe friendly proffers of peace, Congreſs will take the 
moſt decided meaſures to compel them thereto. 5 


hold the United States accountable for 74,087 dollars, ſupplied by 


ted States: that in the mean time no part of the balance which ſhal 


* 


Ordered, That the ſecretary for foreign affairs, forward to the Bri. 
tiſh general and admiral commanding at New-York, a copy of they, 
pers laid before Congreſs by Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Williamſon, de. 
legates from the ſtate of North-Carolina, reſpecting the eapture of a 
flag, that juſtice may be done. s | 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration. of the report of the committee | 
on the memorial of Oliver Pollock ; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Rutledge, e e 

Resolved, That Oliver Pollock be allowed 5000 dollars as a com- 


Ordered, That the remainder of the report be re- committed. 
On a report of the ſecretary at war, to whom was referred a letter 


Resolved, That the ſecretary at war take the moſt effectual mes. 
ſures to inform the ſeveral Indian nations, on the frontiers of the 
United States, that preliminary articles of peace have been agreed on, 
and hoſtilities have ceaſed with Great-Britain, and to communicate to 
them that the forts within the United States, and in poſſeſſion of the 
Britiſh troops, will ſpeedily be evacuated ; intimating alſo that the 
United States are diſpoſed to enter into friendly treaty with the di. 
ferent tribes; and to inform the hoſtile Indian nations, that unless 
they immediately ceaſe all hoſtilities againſt the citizens of theſe ſtates, 


Ordered, That the ſecretary at war tranſmit the proceedings of 
Congreſs herein, with copies of preſident Dickinſon's and general Ir 
wine's letters, to the commander in chief and to the commiſſioners for 
Indian affairs in the northern-department. 

 Frivar, May 2, 1783. 

On the report of a committee, to whom was re-committed the re 
mainder of their report on the memorial of Oliver Pollock : 

Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance inform himſell, : 
ſoon as may be, whether the governor or treaſurer of New-Orleans 


former governor to Oliver Pollock, and by him charged to theſe Uni 


appear to be due to the ſaid O. Pollock, over and above the aforeſaid 
ſum of 74,087 dollars, ſhall be detained from him on account of tit 
reſolution of the 7th day of November, 1781 ; and that the ſuperi 
tendant of finance take order for payment of the ſaid balance, as fool 
as the ſituation of the finances will permit. DR” 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Ham 
ton and Mr. Peters, to whom were referred a memorial of major Vi 
lefranche and captain L'Enfant, and a memorial- of lieutenant- colon 
Cambray. xp. | Vn | 
FNesolved, That lieutenant-colonel Cambray, of the corps of eng 
neers, be promoted to the rank of colonel by brevet. | 
That major Villefranche, of the ſaid corps, be promoted to the ran 
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of lieutenant-colonel by brevet ; and that captain L'Enfant, of th 
{aid corps, be promoted to the rank of major by brevet. 
On motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Wilſon : 
« Whereas it is the deſire of Congreſs, when the reduction of the 
amy ſhall take place, to enable the officers and ſoldiers to return to 
their reſpective homes with convenience and ſatisfaction ; for which 
purpoſe it will be indiſpenſable to advance them a part of their pay- 
betore they leave the field: and whereas, at the preſent juncture, 
there are many other engagements for which the public faith is pldge- 
ch and the punctual performance of which is eſſential to the credit 
Ef the United States; neither of which important objects can be ef- 
{ted without the vigorous exertions of the ſeveral ſtates in the col- 
[ion of taxes; therefore, „5 1 
T Resolved, That the reſpective ſtates be called upon in the moſt earn- 
et manner to make every effort in their power to forward the collec- 
„bon of taxes, that ſuch a ſum may without delay be paid into the 
he common treaſury, as will be adequate to the public exigencies ; and 
tat Congreſs confidently rely for an immediate and efficacious atten- 
ion to the preſent requiſition upon the diſpoſition of their conſtituents, 
the Woot only to do juſtice to thoſe brave men who have ſuffered and ſacri- 
the WKiced ſo much in the cauſe of their country, and whoſe diſtreſſes muſt 
dif. be extreme, ſhould they be ſent from the field without the payment 
eſs e a part of their well earned dues ; but alſo to enable Congreſs to 
maintain the faith and reputation of the United States, both which 
ae ſeriouſly concerned in relieving the neceffities of a meritorious army, 
ad fulfilling the public ſtipulationsss. r 
Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to take 
he neceſſary arrangements for carrying the views of Congreſs into 
fxecution ; and that he be aſſured of their firm ſupport towards ful- 
ling the engagements he has already taken, or may take on the pub- 
lc account during his continuance in office. 3 "ID 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr. 
rd and Mr. Madiſon, to whom were referred ſundry papers and me- 
dorials on the ſubject of literary property: 


elf, 98 {icsolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral ſtates, to ſecure 
lean” the authors or publiſhers of any new books not hitherto printed, 
d by eng citizens of the United States, and to their executors, -admini- 
e UnWntors and aſſigns, the copy-right of ſuch books for a certain time, 
h ſhalt leſs than 14 years from the firſt publication; and to ſecure to the 
ore (add authors, if they ſhall ſurvive the term firſt mentioned, and to their 
of tnlWitcutors, adminiſtrators and aſſigns, the copy-right of ſuch books for 
uper other term of time not leſs than 14 years, ſuch copy or excluſive 
as ſoot of printing, publiſhing and vending the ſame, to be ſecured to 


© original authors, or publiſhers, their executors, adminiſtrators and 
us, by ſuch laws and under reſtrictions as to the ſeveral ſtates may 
proper.” | bs 
| — .._ Wepnzgspar, May 7, 1783, 
of eng en the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. A. Lee, Mr. Wil- 
aon and Mr. Clark, to whom was referred a motion for an in- 


the rauſſenniftcation for acts done in the execution of military operations: 
. B 2 
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Resolved, That it be e to the legiſlatures of the ſeye. 
ral ſtates, to paſs laws indemnifying all officers of the army of the 
United States, for damages which individuals may have ſuſtained by 
any act or proceeding of ſuch officers, which the execution of military 
operations may have rendered neceſſary. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Miflin 
and Mr. Williamſon, to whom was referred a letter of the 6th, fron 
the ſecretary at war : | | 
Resolved, That the ſecretary at war, be direQed to cauſe the a0. 
counts for ſubſiſtence- money due to officers of the army of the United 
States, who were priſoners at war at the time hoſtilities ceaſed be. 
tween the United States of America and Genen to be ſettlel 
up to the firſt day of this preſent month. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Higginſon, Mr. Clark and Mr, 
Gervais, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Dyer, report, 

„„ That ſuch of the ſtates as have ſettled with the officers and (vl. 
diers of their reſpective lines, for their pay in the army of the United 
States ſince the firſt day of Auguſt, 1780, be requeſted to exhibit the 
accounts of ſuch payments, with proper vouchers, ſhewing the periods 
to which they have ſettled with their ſeveral lines and' the mannerin 
which ſuch payments were made, and the ſuperintendant of financeis 
hereby directed, upon the receipt of ſuch accounts, vouched as afore- 
ſaid, to give to ſuch ſtates public ſecurities, payable in the ſame man- 
ner and for the ſame ſums as would have been otherwiſe given to 
_ officers and ſoldiers of ſuch lines for their pay, from the ſaid Iſt day 
of Auguſt, 1780, to the time when they were ſo pa by their reſpec- 

tiveſtates:” _ 

On the queſtion to agree to the ſaid report, the yens and "_ being 
required by Mr. Dyer, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. White, S 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gorbam, aps, 
Mr. Higginson, ay 2 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, an7 
Bs i Mr. Arnald, ; wt * Iovid 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, 1 eaſy 
bes oo Mr. Dyer, Mt Y Vreg 
New-York, Mr. Hamilton, no * nd tl 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay his 
= Mr. Clark, ay Yay On 
Mr. Condict, oy M 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, divi ided 


3 Mr. Fitzsimmons, n 43 
Pirginia, Mr. Madison, no 
5 | Mr. Bland, no 
3 . zl. 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, wy 
3 Mr. Williamson, no 
South-Caroling, Mr. Rutledge, no 
OT MOT TOAD Mr. [zard, 1 
. Mr. Gervais, no 
So the queſtion was loſt. | 
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THURSDAY, May 8, 1783. 
Mr. J. Montgomery, a delegate for Pennſylvania, returned, and 
took his ſeat. i J 
The delegates for Virginia laid before Congreſs a letter of the 3d, 
from Thomas Walke; and the ſame being read, | 
On motion of Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 


nander in chief, for his information in carrying into effect the reſo- 
ation of the 15th of April laſt. | HE 
Faid, May 9, 17633. 

On motion of Mr. Madiſon, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

Resolved, That the preſident, at the time of tranſmitting to the ex- 
eutive authorities of the ſeveral ſtates copies of the recommendations 
of Congreſs of the 18th of April laſt, and the addreſs of the 26th of 
the ſame month, inform them, that it is the earneſt defire of Congreſs 
that ſuch of the legiſlatures as are neither fitting, nor about to fit 1n 
z ſhort time, may be convened with all-poſlible expedition, 

: Monpar, May 12, 1783. 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilten, Mr. Madiſon, Mr. 
Ogood, Mr. Ellſworth and Mr. Wilſon, to whom was referred a let- 
ter of the 3d from the commander in chief, having brought in a re- 
dort, and the ſame having been debated and amended on Friday laſt, 
ad the determination thereof poſtponed by the ſtate of Virginia, a 
weſtion was now taken, whereuppon, 


ſtontier poſts in theſe United States ſhall be evacuated purſuant to the 
nicles of peace, to place therein, of the troops under his command, 
Mo have enliſted for three years, and whoſe term of ſervice may not 
ben have expired, ſuch force as he may judge neceſſary to ſecure and 
dd the ſame, until further meaſures can he taken for the ſecurity of 
lem, or ſuch of them as it may be neceſſary to continue to ſupport, 
rovided it does not exceed the term of nine months; and that he take 
aſures for exchanging with the Britiſh, or tranſporting artillery, 
res and proviſions, that he may judge neceſſary for that purpoſe ; 
nd the ſuperintendant of finance is directed to afford all the aſſiſtance 
is department which circumſtances will permit: 

0n the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 
Mr. Mercer, | : | | 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. White, ay > #_ 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 
Vi x ay g ay 
| 7 | Mr. Higginson, 1. | 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, 25 5 
Mr. Arnold, ay 7 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, 25 - 
| Mr. Dyer, ayy ” 
New-York, Mr, Hamilton, ay g- 


Neu- Jersey, * —_— 21 Fo 
Mr. CAFR, ay ) 


Ordered, That a copy of the ſaid letter be tranſmitted to the com- 


Resolved, That the commander in chief be directed whenever the 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson, ay 
wh Mr. Montgomery, A” J 
Mr. Peters, WP f 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay | 
Mr. Hemsley ay % ˖ 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, I 0 
Mr. A. Lee, no no | 
8 Mr. Mercer, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, oe. 
| . Mr. Williamson, ay * 0 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay} b 
„„ Mr. 1zard, ay > ay 
Mr. Gervais, 1: 0 


80 it paſſed i in the affirmative. 
On motion, Resolved, (by nine ſtates) That the ſuperiatondic of 
finance be directed to pay to the officers who were deputed by the u. 
my to preſent their memorial to Congreſs, and alſo to major Judd, x 
tending Congreſs on his laſt memorial, preſented the 8th of Janun 
| laſt, in behalf of the deranged officers, whatever may have been their 
reaſonable expenſes during their ſtay in town, until the commutatia 
for half-pay was agreee to by Congreſs. 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Higginſon, Mr. Hay 
kins and Mr. Mercer, to whom was referred a memorial of Eraſmus Gill 
Resolved, (by nine ſtates) That the accounts of captain Eraſm 
Gill be liquidated and adjuſted, and that the ſuperintendant of finan 
take order to replace the money which captain Gill may prove to ha 
been neceſſarily expended by him for the ſupport of himſelf and officer 
on his march from Savannah to Lancaſter. 


— 828 Go 

WEDNESDAY, May 14, 1783. ten 

„ Benjamin Hawkins and Mr. H. Williamſon, two of the dec en 

gates of North-Carolina, attending, produced credentials dated 20 © t 
day of April, 1783, by which it appears, that Benjamin Hawkins, Hug de 

Williamſon, 1 Naſh and Richard Dobbs Spaight, Eſqrs; were du and 

_ elected and appointed to repreſent the ſaid ſtate for one & year, from ti mes 
13th day of May, 1783. nd 
_-  ——— ——_> MD proj 

TaursDAY, May 15, 1783. ume 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ellſworth, MW * « 
Williamſon and Mr. Gervais, to whom was referred a motion W oth 
delegates of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland: . | 
Resolved, That the claim of the officers of a brigade raiſed int t 
ſtate of Rhode- Iſland and Providence Plantations in February, 174 | 
for one year, with the approbation of Congreſs, for depreciation ed 


their pay is inadmiſſible, no allowance of that kind having been i 
or approved by Congreſs, to any officers or ſoldiers diſcharged fr 
| ſervice before the 10th of April, 1780. 

Ordered, That the accounts of major J. Flagg and ]. Flagg) | 
for their ſervices in the department of military-ſtores, be referte 
the ſecretary at war to report thereon ; and, that the remainde! 
the report be re- committed. 

On motion of Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Holten : 


hy N 


int 


1 


ation 
en me 


ed fre 


£8) | 
ferre 
ainder 
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Resolved, That in future, when ſmall committees are to be ap- 
dinted; the members ſhall ballot at their ſeats; and a member for 
each ſtate ſhall put their ballot into a box which ſhall ſtand on the 
able, and when all the ſtates preſent have balloted, the ſecretary ſhall 
take out the ballots and deliver them to the preſident, who ſhall note 
down the number for each perſon, and declare their names diſtinctly. 

—— CC —— 
Fxibar, May 16, 1783. 

On the report of a committee, conliſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Ell. 
worth and Mr. Izard, to whom was referred a memorial Grin the chap- 
lains, reſpeQing their half-pay and commutation in lieu thereof : 

Resolved, That the commutation in lieu of half-pay, as well to 
chaplains as to. the officers of the hoſpital-department and medical 
faff, ſhall be calculated by what they are reſpectively entitled to, 
areeably to the reſolutions of the 17th of Jan. and 8th of May, 1781. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr. 


Carroll and Mr. Oſgood, to whom was referred ſo much of a letter 
of the 11th June, 1781, from the hon. Dr. Franklin, and of a letter 
of the 4th of October, r 81, from the hon. J. Adams, as reſpeCts al- 
lwances to be made to the miniſters of the United States at . 
courts. 

Resolved, That the W of couriers and the tice of letters 
ſhall be charged to the United States by their miniſters at foreign 


courts, as contingent expenſes, and ſhall be allowed. as ſuch, excluſive 
of their ſalaries. | 


Farkas May 23, 1783. 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Peters and Mr. 


Gorham, to whom was referred a letter of the 9th, from the ſuperin- 


tendant of finance and ſecretary at war, in order to confer with them 
on the reſolutions of the 7th and 28th of April, and 2d inſt. report, 
"that all the non-commiſhoned officers and ſoldiers in the ſervice of 


the United States, enliſted to ſerve during the war, be diſcharged ; 

and that the ſecretary at war and commander in chief take the proper 
meaſures for doing this, in a manner moſt convenient to the ſoldiery, 
and to the inhabitants, having the men previouſly conducted, under 


proper officers, to their reſpeCtive ftates ; and that they be at the ſame 


time authorized, to retain as many officers as they may judge neceſſary 


to command the men who ſtill continue in ſervice, permitting. the 
others to retire. 


A motion was made by Mr. Madiſon, ſeconded by Mr. Carroll, ” 


that the report be re-committed :” 


And on the queſtion for r re-commitment, * yeas and nays being 
required by Mr, Dyer, | 


Massachusetts, Mr. 1 ay) 288 
Mr. Gorham, ay > ay 4 

| Mr. Higginson, ay | 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Collins, 21 15 
5 Mr. Arnold, no ang i" 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, nog. 11 
Mr. Dyer, wy. 1 
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New-York, Mr. Hamilton, ” 5 * 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
FARE. Mr. Clark, 
 Pennsyloania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no 
| Mr. 44 ilson, no 
Mr. Montgomery, Y 
| Mr. Peters, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
Fe Mr. Hemsley, 5 
Virginia, Mr. — 3 


divided. 
a 


Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Mercer, | 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins) 
8 Mr. Williamson, 
South-Caroling, Mr. Rutledge, 
5 


* 


Mr. Gervais, | 


So the queſtion was loſt, 
A. motion was then made by Mr. Williamſon A ſocandes by Mr, Car. 
roll, to poſtpone the report, in order to take up the following motion: 
« That the commander in chief be inſtructed to grant furloughs to 
the non-commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers in the ſervice of the United 
States, enliſted to ſerve during the war, who ſhall be diſcharged a 
ſoon as the definitive treaty of peace is concluded, together with apro- 

rtionable number of commiſſioned officers of the different grades; 
and that the ſecretary at war and commander in chief, take the pro- 
per meaſures for conducting thoſe troops to their reſpective homes, in | 
| ſuch a manner as may be moſt convenient to themſelves, and to the 
Mates through which they may paſs, and that the men thus furloughed 
be allowed to take their arms with them, the reſolution of the 23d 
of April, to the contrary notwithſtanding :” 

On the queſtion to poſtpone for the purpoſe above-mentioned, the 
a yeas and nays being required by Mr. Dyer, 


Massacbusetts, Mr. Holten, 
85 0 Mr. Gorbam, 
Mr. Higginson, 


_ Rbode-lsland, Mr. Collins, 
8 | Mr. Arnold, 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellswerth, 
9 8 Mr. Dyer, 
New-York, Mr. Hamilton, 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Clark, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 


Mr. Wilson, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Mr. Peter S, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
8 Mr. Hemsley, 
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Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, 2 
„ Mr. Mercers no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
55 | Mr. Williamson, 3 ah 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
a no 


Mr. Tzard, no 
| . Mr. Gervais, no) 
go the queſtion was loſt. 5 
On the queſtion to agree to the report, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr. Hamilton, | 


Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 
1 Mr. Gorbam, 42 a 
V Mr. Higginson, ay 
 Rhodeslsland, Mr. Collins, 21 divided 
„ Mr. Arnold, n 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, 25 
5 Mr. Dyer, e 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, IQ 
It „„ Mr. Clark, ay , 
. Pennsylvania, | Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay | 
0 e Mr. Wilson, =—_— 3 
ed Mr. Montgomery, — gene 
as I Tong: Mr. Peters, no 
10 Maryland, Mr. Carroll, nod, 
ES „„ Mr. Hemsley, Me 
r0- | Virginia, Mr. Madison, no} 
n 5 Mr. Bland, no I no 
the 3 Mr. Mercer, q: 
hed North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no | 
230 „„ Mr. Pilliamson, 2 . 
South- Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, n 
the . Mr. 1zard, 92 
| Mr. Gervais, no 
So the queſtion was loſt. 
bh pod | * 
85 5 Monpar, May 26, 1783. . 6 i 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gorham, Mr. Fitz- | | i 
immons and Mr. Hawkins, to whom was referred a letter of the 15th, 4 
from the ſuperintendant of finance, announcing the deceaſe of Robert 2 K 
smith, late agent from the United States at the port of Havannah: | Py 


Resolved, That another agent be appointed for that ſervice : — 
Ordered, That to-morrow be aſſigned for the election. 5 W 
On motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Izard. | 4 
Whereas by the articles agreed upon on the 30th of November laſt, | 7 
and between the commiſſioners of the United States of America 
or making peace, and the commiſſioner on the part of his .Britannic | 
majeſty, it is ſtipulated that his Britannic majeſty ſhall with all conveni- 
lt ſpeed, and without cauſing any deſtruction, or carrying away any Ne- _ 
06s or other property of the American inhabitants, withdraw all his | 
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armies, garriſons and fleets from the ſaid United States, and from eve 


tranſmitted to the miniſters plenipotentiary of theſe ſtates for negoci. 
ating a peace in Europe; and that they be directed to remonſtrate there. } 
on to the court of Great-Britain, and take proper meaſures for obtain. 


loughs to the non- commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers in the ſervice of 


charged as ſoon as the definitive treaty of peace is coneluded, toge- 


ent grades; and that the ſecretary” at war and commander in chief 
take the proper meaſures for conducting thoſe troops to their reſpec- 


G 1 8 
* 
* 
< : 
£ 


furloughed be allowed to take their arms with them. 


miſſioned- officers of the different grades; and that the ſecretary at war, 
in conjunction with the commanding-officer, take meaſures for con- 


— 


port, place and harbour within the ſame : and whereas a conſiderable num. 
ber of Negroes belonging to the citizens of theſe ſtates, have been carried 
off therefrom, contrary to the true intent and meaning of the ſaid articles, 

Resolved, That copies of the letters between the commander in 
chief and fir Guy Carleton, and other papers on this fubjeR, he 


ing ſuch reparation as the nature of the caſe will admit. 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing reſolve be tranſmitted to the 
commander in chief; and that he be direQed to continue his remon. 
ſtrances to ſir Guy Carleton, reſpecting the permitting Negroes belong. 
ing to the citizens of theſe ſtates to leave New-York, and to inſiſt on 
the diſcontinuance of that meaſure. „ | 

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Higginſon, 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be inſtructed to grant fur. 


the United States, enliſted to ſerve during the war, who ſhall be dil. 


ther with a proportionable number of commiſſioned officers of the differ. 


tive homes, in ſuch a manner as may be moſt convenient to themſelves, 
and to the ſtates through which they may paſs ; and that the men thus 
On motion of Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. Hawkins, 
Resolved, That the commanding-officer in the ſouthern-department 
be alſo inſtructed to grant furloughs to the troops under his command, 
from the ſtate gf North-Carolina, who have been enliſted. to ſerve for 
the term of 18 months, together with a proportionable number of con- 


ducting ſuch troops to their reſpective homes. 
| TauRsDar, May 29, 17838. 
On motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Clark, : 
Resolved, That general Waſhington be informed, in anſwer to his 
letter of the 14th, that it is the deſire of Congreſs, the evacuation of 
New-York and its dependencies may not be retarded by a preference te 
that of any other place. Z e 
ä e as 30; 1783. 2-455 Ds 
Mr. Richard Beresford, a delegate for South-Carolina, attended, and 
produced the credentials of his appointment, by which it appears, tia 
on the 15th of March laſt he was duly eleted, 1 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ellſworth, Mr 
Izard, Mr. Madiſon and Mr. Hawkins, appointed to take into conſider 
ation and report to Congreſs what further ſteps are proper to be takel 
by them for carrying into effect the ſtipulations contained in the at! 
cles between the United States and Great- Britain, dated the 30th day v 
of November laſt, having reported as follows: 


70 


« Whereas by the treaty entered into at Paris, on the 30th day of 


| November laſt, between the commiſhoners for making peace on the 
| part of the United States, and the commiſſioner tor making peace on 
the part of his Britannic majeſty, it is ſtipulated, among other things, 
: 1 the 4th, 5th and 6th articles, as follows: 


Art. 4. It is agreed that creditors on either ſide ſhall meet with no 
lawful impediment to the recovery of the full value in ſterling money 
of all bona fide debts heretofore contracted. | 
Art. 5. It is agreed, that the Congreſs ſhall earneſtly recommend 
+ to the legiſlatures of the reſpective ſtates, to provide for the reſtitu- 
ion of all eſtates, rights and properties which have been confiſcated, 
clongiitg to real Britiſh ſubjeQs, and alſo of the eſtates, rights and 
roperties of perſons reſident in diſtricts in the poſſeſhon of his ma- 
eis arms, and who have not borne arms againſt the ſaid United 
dates; and that perſons of any other deſcription ſhall have free liber- 
to go to any part or parts of any of the thirteen United States, and 
herein to remain twelve months, unmoleſted in their endeavours to 
tain the reſtitution of ſuch of their eſtates, rights and properties as 
may have been confiſcated. And that Congreſs ſhall alſo earneſtly 
recommend to the ſeveral ſtates, a re-conſideration and reviſion of 


1 ll acts or laws regarding the premiſes, ſo as to render the ſaid laws 
err acts perfectly conſiſtent, not only with juſtice and equity, but with 


hat ſpitit of conciliation which on the return of the bleſſings of peace 


of ſuch laſt mentioned perſons ſhall be reſtored to them, they refunding 
any perſons who may be now in poſleſſion, the bona fide price (where 


* wy of the ſaid lands, rights or properties ſince the confiſcation. 
* And it is agreed, that all perſons who may have any intereſt in 


tonfiſcated lands, either by debts, marriage ſettlements or otherwiſe, 
all meet with no lawful impediment, in the proſecution of their juſt 
nohts, 5 3 N EY 

Art. 6. That there ſhall be no future confiſcations made, nor any 
roſecutions commenced againſt any perſon or perſons, for, or by rea- 
mM of the part which he or they may have taken in the preſent war; 


nage, either in his perſon, liberty or property, and that thoſe who may 


roſecution ſo commenced be diſcontinued. 9 | 
And whereas, Congreſs are deſirous of giving ſpeedy and full effect 
0 all the ſtipulations in the ſaid treaty on the part of the United 


Nat the conduct of his Britannic majeſty will be governed by a like 
poſition ; therefore, | | EE 

Resolved, That the ſeveral ſtates be required, and they are hereby 
quired to remove all obſtructions which may interpoſe in the way of 


ae entire and faithful execution of the 4th and 6th articles above re- 


 takel 
e art! * And that it be at the ſame time earneſtly recommended ta 
eh d m, to take into ſerious conſideration the 5th article alſo above re- 


Vol. VIII. C 2 
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ould univerſally prevail. And that Congreſs ſhall alſo earneſtly re- 
mmmend to the ſeveral ſtates, that the eſtates, rights and properties 


ny has been given) which ſuch perſons may have paid on purchaſing 


ad that no perſon ſhall on that account, ſuffer any future loſs or da- 


em confinement on ſuch charges, at the time of the ratification of 
lit treaty in America, ſhall be immediately ſet at liberty, and the 


Fates, and of accelerating thereby the bleſſings of peace, in confidence, 


— 


* 
- * * . 
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cited, and to conform to the ſeveral matters therein contained, with 
that ſpirit of moderation and liberality, which ought ever to charge. 
teriſe the deliberations and meaſures of a free and enlightened nation," 
A motion was made by Mr, Peters, ſeconded by Mr. Izard, ta 
the ſaid report be committed, 
And on the queſtion for commitment, the yeas and nays being n. 
quired by Mr. Hamilton, 


Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, | ay 
76 Mr. Gorham, ay 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Collins, a 
5 Mr. Arnold, ay 
New-York, Mr. Hamilton, no > x 
 New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay) 
| Mr. Clark, ay 
. Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsyloania, Mr. Mifflin, ay” 
V Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
Mr. Pilson, ay 
Mr. Peters, ay 
5 Mr. Montgomery, ay 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comb, ay 
Mr. Bedford, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, ay 
3 JJC ay 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
” | Mr. Williamson, ay 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay” 
= | Mr. Izard, ay \ 
Mr. Beresford, ay 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. _ 

On motion of Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Hawkins : 

Resolved, That no commercial agent of the United States in fo 
reign ports ſhall be entitled to a ſalary, unleſs ſuch ſalary is expreſſed 
in the reſolution appointing the agent. 

Congreſs proceeded to the election of a commercial agent of the 
United States, at the port of Havanna, and, the ballots being taken 
Mr. Oliver Pollock was — . been previouſly nominatet 
* Mr. Clark. 8 | 
|  Momnar, Fune 2, 1783. 
Gene That a commiſſion be iſſued to Oliver Pollock, as com 


The form of a commiſſion being prepared at the table, was agreed to 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Fitzſimmons, 
Peters and Mr. Holten, to whom was re-committed their report on! 
motion of Mr. Holten, re ſpecting bonds given by commanders of pr 

vate armed veſſels: 
Resolved, That the agent of marine, for the time being, be, and b. 
1s hereby authorized and directed, whenſoever complaints a are exhibit. . 


JUNE 1783. 5 
ied of public abuſes or private injuries committed by the captains or 


thority of the United States, to cauſe ſuch legal meaſures for obtaining 
dreſs, by means of the bonds given on taking out commiſſions for 
ach privateers or armed veſſels, for any abuſes or injuries contrary 
to their inſtructions, or in violation of the maritime ordinances of the 
United States, or the laws and cuſtoms of nations as to juſtice apper- 


the riſque and expenſe of the complainants, or the perſons {aid to be 
zrgrieVeds OTE” | 8 
; Toxsbar, June 3, 1788. 

A letter, of the 31ſt of May, from W. Geddes, one of the auditors 
t the treaſury, was read, deſiring leave to reſign; whereupon, 


ca, and that he be informed, that Congreſs are well ſatisfied with his 
lligence and fidelity in the diſcharge of the duties of his late office. 


ohn Allan: 5 | 


hat a commiſſion be iſſued to him according to the. tenor of the 
Iraught reported by the committee. TS, e 

Ordered, That ſo much of the memorial of colonel John Allan, ſu- 
erintendant of Indian affairs for the eaſtern-department, as relates to 


he debts due to the Indians, by virtue of his neceſſary ſtipulations in 


0 take order. | 
WEDNESDAY, June 4, 1783, 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Bedford, Mr. Car- 
ll, Mr. Higginſon and Mr. Wilſon, to whom was referred a motion 
It Mr, Bland, for accepting the ceſſion of territory made by the legiſ- 


in fo 


pf the 
taken 


0a determination on the report of the 3d of November, 1781, and 
nate 


ſhich is entered on the journal of the 1ſt of May, 1782, reſpecting 
be ceſſion from the ſtate of Virginia, and that a deciſion upon the ſaid 


Mereupon, 8 


s COM Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
[the zd of November, 1781, and after debate ; 


ed to Ordered, That ſo much thereof as relates to the ceſſion made by the 


83 
rt on! 


of pr! 


and hl 
exhibi 


ned to a committee of five members. | 5 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting ef Mr. Gorham, Mr, Ha- 
ton, Mr. Arnold, Mr. Ellſworth and Mr. Izard, to whom were 
erred the acts of the legiſlatures of New-York and Maryland, with 
* Papers accompanying them: e 5 


commanders of any privateers or armed veſſels ſailing under the au- 


mins; all proſecutions for private injuries upon ſaid bonds to be at 


Resolved, That the reſignation of Mr. William Geddes be accept- 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Peters 
ind Mr. Williamſon, to whom was referred a memorial of colonel 


Resolved, That colonel John Allan, ſuperintendant of Indian af- 
rs for the eaſtern-department, be re-appointed to that office, and 


ompenſation for ſervices, and his requeſt to be enabled to diſcharge 
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tehalf of the United States, be referred to the ſuperintendant of finance 


ture of the commonwealth of Virginia, on the 2d of January, 1781, 
port, that in their opinion, it will be proper for Congreſs to proceed 


dotion be poſtponed until that report ſhall be taken into conſideration ; 


Mmonwealth of Virginia, on the 2d day of January, 1781, be re- 
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Resolved, That copies of the act of the legiſlature of Maryland 
relative to the ceſſion of the city of Annapolis to Congreſs for the 
permanent reſidence; and alſo copies of the legiſlature of Ne. Voi 
relative to the ceſſion of the town of Kingſton, for the ſame purpoſe 
together with the papers which accompanied both acts, be tranſmitted 
to the executives of the reſpective ſtates, and that they be informed by 
the preſident, that Congreſs have aſſigned the firſt Monday in Of 
next, for taking the ſaid offers into conſideration. _ 
On motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Clark. 
Mr. Livingſton having ſignified to Congreſs his deſire of relinguik 
ing the exerciſe of the office of foreign affairs, and his intention gf 
returning to the ſtate of New-York: 
Resolved, That the ſecretary of Congreſs be directed to receive the 
papers of the ſaid office into his care, till a ſucceſſor to Mr. Livingſty 
can be appointed; and that next Wedneſday be aſſigned for the elec 
tion of a ſecretary for the department of foreign affairs: 
_ Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of Congrefs be preſented tt 
Mr. Livingſton for his ſervices during his continuance in office; and 
that he be aſſured Congreſs entertain a high ſenſs of the ability, ze 
and fidelity with which he had diſcharged the important truſt repoſe 
in him. | | I * 


FS . TwuRrsDaAr, June 5, 1783. . 

On motion of Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. Clark: 
Whereas the ſafety of packets, ſhips of war or armed veſſels in tht 
ſervice of the United States, may be greatly affected by loading good 
or merchandizes on board ſuch veſſels under the name of ballaſt, of 
cers privileges, or under other ſuch pretexts. = 


3 Resolved. That if any captain or commander of any packet, ſhip 
14 war or armed veſſel in the ſervice of the United States, ſhall load, 0 
| . ſuffer to be laden on board the veſſel of which he has the command 


any goods and merchandize, without the expreſs order or permiſſio 
of Congreſs or their agent of marine, he ſhall forfeit his commiſſo 
for ſuch offence. 
1 — 8222 —ñ—0P— 
5 : TUESDAY, June 10, 1783. 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Fit 
 fimmons and Mr. Madiſon, to whom was referred ſo much of the le 
ter of the 5th of December, from the governor of New-Orleans, a 
a letter of 2d of March, from the governor of Havanna, as relates | 
1 the violation of the laws of nations and rights of neutrality, alleged! 
| ; | | have been committed by Church and Heydon, together with a not 
F | from the hon. the miniſter of France, accompanied with a letter 
25th of March, from Don Antonio Argote. 
Resolved, That copies of the papers above-mentioned, together wit 
copy of the decree of the court of appeals, in the caſe of the briganti 
San Antonio, be tranſmitted to the governor of the ſtate of Maſſach 
ſetts, and that he be requeſted to cauſe proper enquiry to be made in 
the criminal charge againſt Meſſrs. Church and Heydon, and ſuch me 
ſures taken as may be moſt effectual for procuring ſatisfaction for t 
injury done, as is alleged, to the flag of his Catholic majeſty; and th | 
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copies of this reſolution and of the decree of the court of appeals afore- 
ſaid, be tranſmitted to the hon. the miniſter of France, and to the go- 
vernor of New-Orleans. | | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gorham, Mr. Fitzhmmons, Mr. 
Hemſley, Mr. A. Lee and Mr. Higginſon, appointed purſuant to the 


ted | | 
b reſolution of the 17th of June, 1782, “ to enquire fully into the pro- 
her WY ceedings of the office of finance, including the ſeveral branches of the 


ſame,” reported the reſult of their enquiries. 
gs _ Wrepxesnar, June 11, 1783. ; 

Mr. James M*Henry, a delegate for the ſtate of Maryland, atten- 
ded, and produced the credentials of his appointment. 

A letter, of this day, from the ſecretary at war, was read, informing 
that the troops of Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia, 
are yet to be furloughed, and that it is neceſſary ſome perſon ſhould 
de authorized and directed to ſign the furloughs ; whereupon, 


furlough ſuch of the troops of Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland 

and Virginia, as are yet to be furloughed, agreeably to the reſolution 

of the 26th day of May laſt... OD e 0 
On motion of Mr. Peters, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 


poned till Tueſday next. 55 

e  Frripar, June 13, 1783. . 
On the report of à committee, conſiſting of Mr. Bland, Mr. 

MHenry and Mr. Gorham, to whom was referred a letter of the 11th, 

from the ſecretary at war. EG | 


in th 
good 
t, off. 


ſhip | | 
22d, off day of April, 1782, directed and empowered to eſtabliſh ſufficient ma- 
many gezines at New-London, in Virginia, and at ſundry other places with- 
miſo in the United States: and whereas the ſecretary at war is of opinion, 


and it alſo appears to the committee that it would be moſt proper to 
erect the magazine in Virginia, at a place more convenient than New- 
London ; therefore, ET 9 Fo 5 


,miſho 


r. Fit erect magazines for keeping ſuch of the ſtores of the United States as 
the lei it ſhall be found neceſſary to ſend to Virginia, at ſuch place above the 
ans, 00 falls of James river, as ſhall, in his opinion, be the beſt adapted for 
lates WI flat purpoſe, the above reſolution notwithſtanding ; and that he lay 


leged of before Congreſs, as ſoon as may be, an eſtimate of the expenſe for 
1 a noi building and completing the ſame, and ſuch other of the magazines, 


etter WF "entioned in the ſaid reſolution, as yet remain to be built or comple- 


ted, 
er wit | — 22. | 
rigantil Tuxs Dar, June 17, 1783. 


Laſſachſi Mr. Jacob Read, a delegate for the ſtate of South-Carolina, attend- 


nade inf ed, and produced the credentials of his appointment, which were read. 


uch me Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee ap- 


n for tf Pointed to enquire fully into the proceedings of the office of finance 
and th ind the ſame being read: 25 e . 


Resolved, That the ſecretary at war be authorized and directed to 


Ordered, That the election of a ſecretary for foreign affairs be poſt- 


Whereas the ſecretary at war was, by the reſolution of the 26th 


Resolved, That the ſecretary at war be authorized to conſtruct and 


bed como come — = 
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Ordered, That it be entered on the journal, as follows: 

„ The committee appointed to examine into the tranfactions of the 

office of finance, having completed that enquiry to the 1ſt of January, 
1783, report, | | 

That it appears to them the buſineſs of that office has been con. 
ducted with great ability and aſſiduity, in a manner highly advanta. 
geous to the United States, and in conformity with the ſyſtem laid 
down by Congreſs, . (x 

In the courſe of this enquiry, the committee have found, that fince 
the appointment of the ſuperintendant of finance, the public account 
of receipts and expenditures have been regularly and punctually kept; 
that many of the accounts which preceded this inſtitution have alrea. 
dy been ſettled, and moſt of the others put into a train of adjuſtment, 

That all the perſons who have been intruſted with public money, 
under the preſent appointment, have been regularly called upon for an 
account of its expenditure, and that their accounts have all been fur. 
niſhed, excepting only the quarter-maſter-general ; the purveyor of the 
hoſpitals, the late commiſſfary-general of priſoners, and the account of 
iſſues of clothing from the clothier-general. The reaſons which have 
prevented the ſettlement of their accounts will appear in their correſ. 
pondence with the ſuperintendant on that ſubject. 

The committee find, by the correſpondence of the office, that the 
ſtates have all been called upon for an account of the ſpecifics by them 
reſpectively ſupplied for the uſe of the continent, but that no anſwers 
have yet been given nor any accounts furnithed ; and that a number 
of people who have heretofore been intruſted with public money, do ſtill 
neglect or refuſe to ſettle their accounts, and that for want of laws 
in the ſeveral ſtates, the ſuperintendant has it not in his power to com- 
pel them to a proper ſettlement. | „ . 

In examining the reforms which have been made in the public ex- 
penditures, the attention of the committee was neceſſarily called to the 
expenditures of former years, for the particulars of which they refer 
to the papers C, No. 1 to 7, in comparing theſe expenditures with the 
preſent, and making every allowance for the difference of times and 
circumſtances, the committee are of opinion, that the order and æco- 
nomy which has been introduced ſince the eſtabliſhment of this office, 
bas been attended with great ſavings of public money, as well as many 
other beneficial conſequences. e 

Among other reforms they find, that in the department of commuſſary 
ol iſſues, no leſs than 250 perſons were diſcharged, whoſe pay (exclu- 
five of rations for themſelves and their horſes) amounted to 126,500 
dollars per annum. That in one inſtance, a demand was made for 
1000 tons of hay for the poſt of Philadelphia, of which 10 tons only 
were granted. The reſidue being rendered unneceſſary by the ne 
arrangement. is 1 85 N 3 

They find, that under the preſent adminiſtration the whole ſum 
which has been brought into the public treaſury, from the 14th day 
of May, 1781, to the Iſt of Jan. 1783, amounts to 2,726,334 dols. 
That the whole expenditure for that period, amounts to 3, 131,046 
Out of which has been paid to the army, 439,574 
That there was expended for rations for the army in 1782, 617,132 
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Tnat the eee eee S in 1782, 


is charged with . . 343,697 dols. 
And the medical-department 1 in that year, 22,629 


lars, which was ſupplied by a circulation i in the notes of the Councier. 
Upon comparing the accounts of the public receipts and expenditures 
exhibited to Congreſs) with the books of the treaſury, they found 
that they had been fairly and regularly ſtated ; and it appears to them 
that the buſineſs of that office is conducted with great diligence and 
accuracy, and in conformity with the rules laid down by Congreſs, 
With reſpect. to the foreign money tranſactions, the committee con- 


credited at the treaſury. 
On motion of Mr. Gorham, ſeconded by Mr. Bland, 


meaſures may be neceſſary to compel perſons who have received Pad 
lic monies to account. 
7 HURSDAT, Fune 19, 1783. 

Purſuant to the reſolution of the 27th of February, 1782, the ſu- 
perintendant of finance reports, that he has appointed Joſeph Pennell, 
Ela; a commiſſioner to ſettle the accounts of the marine-department., 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
Madiſon and Mr. Bland, to whom was referred a letter of the 7th, 
irom the commander in chief : : 


of the 7th inſt, with the papers encloſed, be tranſmitted to the eve. 
be reſolutions of the 2d of May laſt, to facilitate the punctual pay- 
ment of the notes iſſued to the army on account of their pay. 


Resolved, That the commander in chief be informed, Congreſs ap- 


aa | 


many | Friar, Fune 20, 1783. . 

0n motion of Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Fitzſimmons: 
ſary Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance report to Congreſs 
-xclu- Ide obſtacles which have hitherto impeded the ſettlement of the ac- 
6,300 eunts of the army; and that he report to Congrels the moſt W 
de for {cans to obviate thoſe obſtacles. 


Congreſs took into conlideration the report of the committee. con- 


d Mr. Wilſon, to whom were 3 the act of the legiſlature of 


rginia, of the 2d of January, 1781, and the reports thereon, and a 
th day etion of Mr. Bland for accepting the ceſſion made in the ſaid act. 
4 dols, I And the following paragraph being under debate, viz. 
6 That the ſecond condition, namely, that Virginia ſhould be allow- 
4 wand fully reimburſed by the United States, her actual expenſes in 
2 icing the Britiſh poſt at at the Kaſkaſkies and St. Vincents; the ex- 


That the expenditures in 17 82, exceeded the receipes 5 404, 7 13 "FL 


fined their enquiry principally to what reſpected the ſuperintendant ot 
finance, and find that the bills of exchange which he has drawn 1 is duly 


Ordered, That a committee be appointed to conbder what further 


Resolved, That copies of the letter from the commander i in chief, | 


al ſtates for their information, and that n attention be re-called to 


prove the variation made oY him in the manner r of furloughing the 


ling of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Bedford, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Higginſon + 
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penſe of maintaining garriſons and ſupporting civil government there 
fince the reduction of the ſaid poſts, and in general all the charge ſhe 
has incurred on account of the country on the north-weſt fide of the 
Ohio river, ſince the commencement of the preſent war, is ſubſtantial] 
comprehended in the engagement made by Congreſs in the ſaid ag, 
(viz. the act of the 1Oth of October, 1780) and that one commiſſioner 
thould be appointed by Congreſs, one by the ſtate of Virginia, and ano. 
ther by thoſe two commiſſioners, who, or a majority of whom, ſhould } 
de authorized and empowered to adjuſt and liquidate the account of 
the neceſſary and reaſonable expenſes incurred by the ſaid ſtate, for 
the purpole mentioned in the ſaid condition.” ny 

A motion was made by Mr. M<Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Clark, to 
ſtrike out the words, “ that the ſecond condition is ſubſtantially com. 
pretended in the engagement made by Congreſs in the ſaid act,” and 
in lieu thereof to inſert, “that all reaſonable and neceflary expenſes, 
incurred in ſubduing the Britiſh poſts at the Kaſkaſkies and St, Vin. 
cents, and the expenſe of maintaining garriſons there, or to the north. 
vVeſt of the river Ohio, ſince the reduction of the {aid poſts, ought to 
be allowed, heing agreeable to the aforeſaid act.“ 

And on the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nay 
being required by Mr. M' Henry, 


Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 3 5 
EY Mr. Higginson, 1 5 dividas F 
 Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay * pl 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no 15 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay | pa 
Mr. Clark, ay bay 
. Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
Mr. Montgomery, ay \ ay 
| Mr. Peters, ay 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comb, ay 
0 5 Mr. Bedford, 23 oY 
Maryland, Mr. Me Henry, ay > 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, no 
| Mr. Bland, no no 
| Mr. Mercer, A: 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 
T Mr. Villiamson, 1 5 no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Hard,, @vÞ:;;: 
e 5 J divided 


Bo the queſtion was loſt. 


The report being farther 


debated, and ſome amendments made, th 
delegates for New-]Jerſey laid before Congreſs a repreſentation andre 
monſtrance of the legiſlative council and general aſſembly of the ia 
of New-Jerſey, which was read, and at the requeſt of the ſaid dell 
gates, was ordered to be entered on the journal, and is as follows: 
: To the United States in Congress assembled. 22 

The repreſentation and remonſtrance of the legiſlative council a 

general aſſembly of the ſtate of New-Jerſey, ſheweth, 
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That the legiſlature of this ſtate is informed, that the important ſub- 
ject of the weſtern, or what is commonly called crown lands, is ſoon to 
be re- conſidered and finally determined by Congreſs, eſpecially as far 
3; relates to the ceſſion made by the legiſlature of the ſtate of Virgi- 
nia, in January, 1781, of a part of the weſtern country or vacant ter- 
IKOTY + | 8 . : 
The legiſlature cannot but expreſs their ſurpriſe on hearing that the 
confideration of the ſubject is reſumed by Congreſs ſo ſpeedily after 
its laſt diſcuſſion, as appears by an act of Congreſs of the 18th of April 
aſt paſt, which is contained in the following words: FO 

« That as a further mean, as well of haſtening the extinguiſhment 
of the debts, as eſtabliſhing the harmony of the United States, it be 
rcommended to the ſtates, which have paſſed no acts towards comply- 
ng with the reſolutions of Congreſs of the 6th of September and 10th 
of October, 1780, relative to the ceſſion of the territorial claims to 
make the liberal ceſſions therein recommended, and to the ſtates which 
may have paſſed acts complying with the ſaid reſolutions, in part only, 
to reviſe and complete ſuch compliance. 

Which ſaid a& has been officially laid before us during the preſent 
ltting, and appears deſigned by Congreſs to be tranſmitted to every 
late in the union, not only to the legiſlatures thereof, but to the peo- 
ple at large: the legiſlature of this ſtate muſt be of opinion, that the 
latter part of the ſaid recommendation of Congreſs was expreſsly ap- 
plcable to the act of the legiſlature of the commonwealth of Virginia, 
s the ceſſion thereby made has heretofore been deemed by Congreſs a 5 
partial one, and by this ſtate, partial, unjuſt and illiberal. e 3 

The legiſlature, to avoid unneceſſary repetition, beg leave in the | 
noſt earneſt manner, to call the attention of Congreſs to the records 4, 
n their poſſeſſion of the proceedings of the legiſlature of this ſtate | 
"th regard to the preſent ſubject, beginning with their repreſentation x 
the 16th of June, 1778, and at different periods ſince, in which are 1 
fully contained the juſt and uncontrovertible claims of this ſtate to its | 
lu! proportion of all vacant territory. . 8 
It is particularly diſagreeable to have occaſion to trouble Congreſs 
"th ſo many applications on this head, but the importance of the ſub- 
ec, the danger of ſo much property being unjuſtly wreſted from us, 
gether with its being our indiſpenſable duty, in juſtification and de- | 
ſence of the rights of the people we repreſent, muſt be our apology : | 
e cannot be ſilent, while viewing one ſtate aggrandizing herſelf by | i 
be unjuſt detention of that property, which has been procured by the { 


1 


Mmon blood and treaſure of the whole, and which on every principle 
I reaſon and juſtice, is veſted in Congreſs for the uſe and general be- 
elt of the union they repreſent. 


"and They doubt not the diſpoſition of Congreſs to redreſs every griev- 1 
the ſta dee that may be laid before them, and are of opinion there can be no i 
aid del "ater cauſe for complaint, nor more juſt reaſons for redreſs, than in | 


le preſent caſe, | 

they do therefore expreſs their diſſatisfaction with the ceſſion of 

ern territory made by the ſtate of Virginia, in January, 1781, as " 

s far ſhort of affording that juſtice which is equally due to the 1 

uted States at large, and requeſt that Congreſs will not accept of | 
| | D3 
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the ſaid ceſſion, but that they will preſs upon the ſaid ſtate to make , 
more liberal ſurrender of that territory of which they claint ſo bound. 
leſs a proportion. . el EET 

The legiſlature place the utmoſt confidence in the wiſdom and juf. 
tice of Congreſs, and aſſure themſelves, that as far as it lies in the POW. 
or of that auguſt body, the union will be ſtrictly maintained, 


Council Chamber, _. Houſe of Aſſembly, 
June 14, 1783, June 14, 1783, | 
By order of Council, By order of the Houſe, | 
WII. LIvixss rox, President. EpnrRaim Hanis, Speaker, WW. 


33 __ SATURDAY, June 21, 1783. | 

Resolved, That the preſident and ſupreme executive council of Penn; 
| ſylvania be informed, that the authority of the United States having 
been this day groſsly inſulted by the diſorderly and menacing appear: 
ance of a body of armed ſoldiers about the place within which Congreſs 
were aſſembled, and the peace of this city bzing endangered by the 
mutinous diſpoſition of the ſaid troops now in the barracks, it is, it 
the opinion of Congreſs, neceſſary that effeQual meaſures be immedi 
ately taken for ſupporting the public authority.” 


 Resolved, That the committee, on a letter from colonel Butler, be 
directed to confer, without loſs of time, with the ſupreme executive 
council of Pennſylvania, on the practicability of carrying the prece 
ding reſolution into effect; and that in caſe it ſhall appear to the com 
mittee that there is not a ſatisfactory ground for expecting adequate 
and prompt exertions of this ſtate for ſupporting the dignity of th 
federal government, the preſident on the advice of the committee b 
authorized and directed to ſummon the members of Congreſs to mee 
on Thurſday next at Trenton or Princeton, in New-Jerſey, in orde 
that further and more effectual meaſures may be taken for ſuppreſlin 
the preſent revolt, and maintaining the dignity and authority of th 
United States. rf NY 
Resolved, That the ſecretary at war be directed to communicatt 
to the commander in chief, the ſtate and diſpoſition of the ſaid troops 
in order that he may take immediate meaſures to diſpatch to this city 
ſuch force as he may judge expedient for ſuppreſſing any diſturbance 


that may enſue, y „ per 
— — —— — — . Info 
PRINCETON, bo 


| Monpar, June 30, 1783. 
Mr. Ellery and Mr. Arnold, delegates for the ſtate of Rhode- Ilan 
attended, and produced their credentials, by which it appears, that 
the anniverſary election of officers, civil and military, for the tal 
aforeſaid, held on the 1ſt Wedneſday in May, 1785, the hon. Willia 
Ellery, Jonathan Arnold, David Howell and Henry Marchant, ee 
elected delegates to repreſent the ſaid ſtate in the Congreſs of the V3 
ted States of America, for one year, and until others ſhall be app®} 
ted in their ſtead, and appear to take their places. 8 
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ta = , ot iy 

nd. On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
flllworth and Mr. Bland, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. 

jul. Hamilton: | | 

ow. Resolved, That major-general Howe be directed to march ſuch part 

of the force under his command, as he ſhall judge neceſſary to the 


ken to confine and bring to trial all ſuch perſons belonging to the 
umy as have been principally active in the late mutiny, to diſarm the 


there to. 0 | 
| That in the execution of the foregoing reſolution, if any matters 
hall ariſe which may concern the civil juriſdiction, or in which its 
id may be neceſſary, application be made for the ſame to the execu- 
tire authority of the ſtate. | 8 
That the executive of Pennſylvania be informed of the foregoing 
hall be required. „ 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ellſworth and 


colonel R. Butler, at Lancaſter, and ſundry papers communicated to 
Congreſs by the executive council of Pennſylvania, through their de- 
kgates, having on the 19th of June made a verbal report, and on the 
10th of the ſame month a report in writing, and the written report 
being on the 30th re- committed, that they might amend it, by adding 
thereto their verbal report, and the report being this day brought in 
th the amendment: | ED 
Ordered, That it be entered on the journal. 


The Report is as follows 2 


The committee to whom were referred the letters and papers com- 
nunicated to Congreſs by the executive council of Pennſylvania, 
tirough their delegates, report, 


trecutive council, in which, in the firſt inſtance, the propriety of cal- 
ing out a detachment of militia to intercept the mutineers on their 
narch from Lancaſter, was propoſed to the council, ſuggeſting the dan- 
ger of their being ſuffered with impunity to join the troops in the bar. 
ncks, who a few days before had manifeſted a dangerous ſpirit by an 


Make common cauſe with thoſe on their march for mutinous purpoſes, 
[hat the council having ſhewn a reluctance to call out any part of the 
litia, expreſſing an opinion that they would not be willing to act, 
ll ſome outrage ſhould have been committed by the troops: there 
IMeared to the committee no alternative but to endeavour to diſſuade 
itt mutineers from coming to town, and if they failed in that attempt, 
0 make uſe of expedients to prevent the troops in the barracks from 
Pning in any exceſſes, and to induce the detachment from Lancaſter 
v return to that place. That in this view, and at their deſire, the 

ant ſecretary at war met the detachment then on its march to 


— 


tate of Pennſylvania, in order that immediate meaſures may be ta- 


remainder, and to examine fully into all the circumſtances relating 


elolutions, and requeſted to afford their aſhſtance whenſoever the ſame 


Mr. Peters, to whom were referred a letter of the 17th June, from 


That they had a conference yeſterday, as directed, with the ſupreme 


nlolent and threatning meſſage ſent to Congreſs in the name of 4 
board of ſerjeants, and who, it was apprehended, would be ready to 
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the city, and endeavoured to engage them to return to the forme; 
place, urging the conſiderations contained in the annexed inſtruRions 
to him, but the ſaid detachment perſiſted in their intention of con. 
ing to this city, and arrived here this morning. That upon confer. 
ing with the ſuperintendant of finance, they find there is a probs. 
bility that the pay-maſter-general, to whom the ſettlement of the ac. 


counts of the army has been committed, and who having all the do. 


cuments in his poſſeſſion, can alone execute the buſineſs with propriety, 
will ſhortly arrive from the army, and will immediately enter upon 
ſettlement with the troops in this ſtate ; that in the mean time mes. 
fures will be taken to prepare the buſineſs for a final adjuſtment. That 
there will immediately be ſent to Lancaſter, a {ſum of money to be paid 
to the troops on account of the month's pay heretofore directed to be 
advanced to them, the payment of which has hitherto been delayed by 
particular circumſtances, together with notes for three months pay, in. 
tended to be advanced to the men when furloughed. That they have 
deſired this information to be tranſmitted to the commanding-officer 
here and at Lancaſter, with this declaration, that the corps ſtationed 
at Lancaſter, including the detachment, can only be ſettled with or 
paid at that place. 1 | 
1 be Instructions to Major Jackson. 

SIR, 5 | 
Information having been received, that a detachment of about 80 mu- 
tineers, are on their way from Lancaſter to this place, you will pleaſe te 
proceed to meet them, and to endeavour by every prudent method to en 

gage them to return to the poſt they have left. You will inform ther 
of the orders that have been given, permitting them to remain in ſer 
vice till their accounts ſhall have been ſettled, if they prefer it to be 
ing furloughed, and of the allowance of pay which has been made ti 
the army at large, and in which they are to be included. You willre 
preſent to them, that their accounts cannot be ſettled without their off 
cers, whom they have left behind them at Lancaſter, You will repreſen 
to them with coolneſs but energy, the impropriety of ſuch irregul: 
proceedings, and the danger they will run by perſiſting in an imprope 
conduct. You will aſſure them of the beſt intentions in Congreſs tod 
them juſtice, and of the abſurdity of their expecting to procure it mo 
effectually by intemperate proceedings. You will point out to the 
the tendency which ſuch proceedings may have to raiſe the reſentment 
of their country, and to indiſpoſe it to take effectual meaſures for the 
relief. In ſhort, you will urge every conſideration in your power | 
induce them to return, at the ſame time avoiding whatever may ten 


to irritate, If they perſiſt in coming to town, you will give the es 


lieſt notice to us of their progreſs and diſpoſition. Should they wal 
proviſions, you will aſſure them of a ſupply, if they will remain whe 


they are, which you are to endeavour to perſuade them to do, in pit 


ference to coming to town, 

I am fir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 
A. HAMILTON, in behalf of the committee: 
Philadelphia, June 19, 1783, | 

Major Jacxson, Assistant Secretary at War. 


ce an a wm. co cul ot wu owns 
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The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ellſworth, ap- 

inted on the 21ſt June, to confer with the ſupreme executive coun- 
i] of Pennſylvania, on the practicability of taking effetual meaſures 
to ſupport the public authority, having delivered in a report : 

Ordered, That it be entered on the journal. 

The Report is as follows : 

« The committee appointed to confer with the ſupreme executive 
council of Pennſylvania, on the practicability of taking e ffectual mea- 
fures to ſupport the public authority, in conſequence of the diſorderly 
ind menacing appearance of a body of armed ſoldiers ſurrounding the 
ace where Congreſs were aſſembled, on Saturday the 21ſt inſt. beg 
leave to report; | | 1 9 5 

That they had a conference the morning following with the ſupreme 
executive council, agreeably to the intention of Congreſs, and having 
communicated their reſolution on that ſubject, informed the council, 


to require that vigorais meaſures ſhould be taken to put a ſtop to the 
further progreſs of the evil, and to compel ſubmiſſion on the part of 
the offenders. That in this view they had thought it expedient to de- 
dare to the executive of the ſtate in which they reſide, the neceſſity of 
taking effe ctual meaſures for ſupporting the public authority. That 
though they had declined a ſpecification of the meaſures which they 
yould deem effeCtual, it was their ſenſe, that a number of the militia 
ſhould be immediately called out, ſufficient to ſuppreſs the revolt. 
That Congreſs unwilling to expoſe the United States to a repetition 


The council, after ſome converſation, informed the committee, that 
they would wiſh, previous to a determination, to aſcertain the ſtate 
ad diſpoſition of the militia, and to conſult the officers for that pur- 


pole, 


pay The day following the committee waited upon the council for their 
k * mal reſolution, having previouſly preſented a letter addreſſed to his 
0 to al rcellency the preſident, of which a copy is annexed, requeſting the 
7 determination of the council in writing. 1 e 


The council declined a written anſwer, alleging that it had been un- 


for thei which might appear an innovation in the manner of conducting con- 


u ſubſtance as follows: 3 5 

That the council had a high reſpe for the repreſentative ſovereign- 
iy of the United States, and were diſpoſed to do every thing in their 
power to ſupport its dignity. That they regretted the inſult which had 
lappened, with this additional motive of ſenſibility, that they had them- 
elves had a principal ſhare in it. - That they had conſulted a number 
ak well informed officers of the militia, and found that nothing in the 


the militia of the city in general, were not only ill provided for ſervice, 


that Congreſs conſidered the proceeding on which that reſolution was 
founded, of ſo ſerious a nature, as to render palliatives improper, and 


of the inſult, had ſuſpended their ordinary deliberations. in this city, 
till proper ſteps could be taken to provide againſt the poſſibility of it. 


ual on ſimilar occaſions ; that they were unwilling to do any thing 
lrences between their body and committees of Congreſs ; adding, 


bowever, that they were ready to give their anſwer in writing, if 
Longreſs ſhould requeſt it. They then proceeded to a verbal anſwer, 


reſent ſtate of things was to be expected from that quarter. That, | 


— 0 
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but difinclined to act upon the preſent occaſion, That the council did 
not believe any exertions were to be looked for from them, except in 
caſe of further outrage and actual violence to perſon or property. That 
in ſuch caſe a reſpectable body of citizens would arm for the ſecyriy 
of their property and of the public peace; but it was to be doubted 
what meaſure of outrage would produce this effect; and in particulat, 
it was not to be expected merely from a repetition of the inſult which 
6777 8 5 | 
The council obſerved that they thought it their duty to communi. 
cate their expectations with candour, and paſſed from the ſubjeR of 
the practicability of vigorous meaſures to the policy of them, They 
ſtated, that general St. Clair, with the approbation of ſeveral member; 
of Congreſs and of council, had, by a declaration in writing, permitted 
the mutineers to chooſe a committee of commiſſioned officers to repre. 
ſent their grievances to council, and had. authorized them to expe 
that a conference would be allowed for that purpoſe. That it wa 
ſaid the mutineers began to be convinced of their error and were pe. 
paring ſubmiſſions. That from the ſteps which had been taken, the 
buſineſs ſeemed to be in a train of negociation, and that it merited 
conſideration, how far it would be prudent to terminate the matter in 
that way rather than employ coercive means. ; 
The committee remarked, with reſpect to the ſcruple about giving 
an anſwer in writing, that they could not forbear differing in opinion 
as to its propriety. That nothing was more common than written 
communications between the executives of the different ſtates and the 
civil and military officers acting under the authority of the United 
States : that for a much ſtronger reaſon there was a propriety in this 
mode of tranſacting buſineſs between the council and a committee of 
the body of Congreſs. That indeed it would be conformable to the 
moſt obvious and cuſtomary rules of proceeding, and that the impor- 
tance of the preſent occaſion made it defirable to give every tranſa@on 
the greateſt preciſion. . 
With reſpect to the practicability of employing the militia, the com- 
mittee obſerved, that this was a point of which the council was alone 
competent to judge. That the duty of the committee was performed 
in explicitly ſignifying the expectations of Congreſss. 
And with reſpe&ꝭ to the policy of coertion, the committee remarked, 
that the meaſures taken by Congreſs clearly indicated their opinion, 
that the exceſſes of the mutineers had paſſed the bounds within which 
a ſpirit of compromiſe might conſiſt with the dignity, and even the 
ſafety of government. That impunity for what had happened might 
encourage to more flagrant proceedings, invite others to follow the ex- 
_ ample and extend the miſchief. That the paſſiveneſs of conduct ob- 
ſerved towards the detachment which had mutined at Lancaſter, an 
come to the city in defiance of their officers, had, no doubt, led to 
the ſubſequent violences. That theſe conſiderations had determined 
Congreſs to adopt deciſive meaſures. That beſides the application to 
the ſtate in which they reſide, for its immediate ſupport, they had not 
negleQed other means of ultimately executing their purpoſe, but had 
directed the commander in chief to march a detachment of troops to- 
wards the city. That whatever moderation it might be prudent te 
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»xerciſe towards the mutineers, when they were once in the power of 
government, it was neceſſary, in the firſt inſtance, to place them in 
that ſituation. That Congreſs would probably continue to purſue 
this ob je ct unleſs it ſhould be ſuperceded by unequivocal demonſtrations 
of ſubmiſſion on the part of the mutineers. That they had hitherto 
given no ſatisfactory evidence of this diſpoſition, having lately pre- 
ſented the officers they had choſen to repreſent their grievances, with 
i formal commiſhon in writing, enjoining them, if neceſſary, to uſe 
compulſory means for redreſs, and menacing them with death, in caſe 
of their failing ro execute their views. | | | 
Under this ſtate of things, the committee could not forbear ſug- 
veſting to the council, that it would be expedient for them ſo to qua- 
lfy the reception which they ſhould think proper to give to any pro- 
wlitions made by the mutineers, as not to create embarraſſment, ſhould 
Congreſs continue to act on the principle of coertion. 
The committee finding that there was no ſatisfaQory ground to ex- 
ect prompt and adequate exertions on the part of the executive of 


"the this ſtare, for ſupporting the public authority, were bound by the re- 
ze blution under which they acted, to adviſe the preſident to ſummon 
rin WY Congreſs to aſſemble at Princeton or Trenton on Thurſday the 26th inſt. 
Willing however to protract the departure of Congreſs as long as 
ving they could be juſtified in doing it, {till hoping that further information 
on BY ould produce more deciſive meaſures on the part of the council, and 


leürous of ſeeing what complexion the intimated ſubmiſſions would 


1 the WY ume, they ventured to defer adviſing the removal till the afternoon 
ited WY © the day following, that on which the anſwer of council was given. 
** But having then received no further communications from the coun- 
ce of WI and having learnt from general St. Clair, that the ſubmiſſions 
o the WY vopoſed to be offered by the mutineers, through the officers they had 
mpor- choſen to repreſent them, were not of a nature ſufficiently explicit to 


be accepted or relied on: that they whould be accompanied by new 
demands, to which it would be improper to liſten ; that the officers 
con. Wbemſelves compofing the committee had ſhewn a myſterious reluc= 
alone I tnce to inform general St. Clair of their proceedings; had refuſed, 
armed n the firſt inſtance to do it, and had afterwards only yielded to a pre- 
| ſemptory demand on his part: The committee could no longer think 
arked, tiemſelves at liberty to delay their advice for an adjournment, which 
+ nion, bey this day accordingly gave; perſuaded at the ſame time, that it 
which s neceſſary to impreſs the mutineers with a conviction, that extre- 
en the ties would be uſed againſt them before they would be induced to 
might reſolve on a final and unreſerved ſubmiſſion. 1 in, 
the ex- Philadelphia, June 24th, 1783. . 
act ob: the Letter of his Excellency the President of the Supreme Executive 
. Council of Pennsylvania. . 
led to SIR, NEE ERR os 9 
rmine0 WE have the honor to encloſe for your excellency and the council, 
copy of the reſolutions communicated in our conference yeſterday. 


had not Having then fully entered into all the explanations which were neceſ- 
ut hatiiiry on the ſubjec, we ſhall not trouble your excellency with a re- 
ops to "Pitulation ; but as the object is of a delicate and important nature, 
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we think it our duty to requeſt the determination of the council i 
writing. 
We have the honor to be, with perfect reſpect, 
your excellency's moſt obedient ſervants. 


Philadelphia, June 23, 1783. 
eo 
bre July 2, 1783. 

on motion of Mr. Hamilton, ſeconded by Mr. Madiſon, 
| Whereas by the confederation, the aſſent of nine ſtates is requiſite 
to the determination of matters of principal importance to the Unite! 
States, and the repreſentation in Congreſs has for ſome time paſt ge, 
rally conſiſted of leſs than that number of ſtates, in conſequem 
thereof, the public buſineſs, at an intereſting juncture, has ſuffereiu 
continues to ſuffer great delay and embarraſſment: 
Resolved, That the ſtates which are not preſent in Congreſs, kin. 
formed that it is indiſpenſable they ſhould without loſs of time, lend 
forward a delegation to Congreſs. 

A letter, of the 24th June, from his exeollency W. Livingſton go 
vernor of the ſtate of New-Jerſey, was read; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the preſident inform his excellency the governor 
New: Jerſey, that Congreſs entertain a high ſenſe of the ſpirit ands 
tachment of the citizens of New-Jerley to the federal union, andi 
the ſentiments expreſſed by his excellency ; and are happy that ent 
have rendered the call of the citizens into ſervice unneceſſary. 
An addreſs of the governors and maſters of the college, was, 
offering to Congreſs the uſe of the hall, library room and every other 
convenience that the college in its preſent ſituation can afford; 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That the preſident inform the governors 4 maſte of 
the college, that Congreſs entertain a proper ſenſe of their oblging 
offer, and accept the uſe of ſuch parts of the college as are imnedi- 
ately neceſſary for their ſeſſion, and for the officers attending then du 
ring their ſtay at Princeton. 

A letter, of the 25th June, from the hon. John Cox, vice-preſident 
of the council of New-Jerſey, was read, accompanied with certain f- 
ſolves entered into by the inhabitants of Trenton ; whereupon, 
EResolved, That the preſident inform Mr. Cox, that Congreſs enter: 
tain juſt ſentiments of the reſpectful manner in which the inhabitants 
of Trenton and its vicinity expreſs themſelves in their reſolves of the 
24th of June laſt, with regard to Congreſs, 

That Congreſs highly applaud the proper reſentment the citizens of 
Trenton and its vicinity have diſcovered againſt diſturbers of the publi 
peace and violators of the dignity of the union. 
6 FRIDAY, July 4, 1783. 


Certain reſolutions paſſed by the inhabitants of Princeton Tu its vi 
cinity, being laid before Congreſs; and read. 

Resolved, That Congreſs highly applaud the in i the in 
habitants of Princeton and its vicinity, to ſupport order and good g 


vernment; that Congreſs entertain a proper ſenſe of their affe tional 4 
| () 
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ind reſpe ctful expreſſions, and are obliged by their exertions to accom- 
modate the repreſentatives of the United States. 
On a report of the ſuperintendant made purſuant to the order of the 
20th of June laſt : 
Resolved, That the pay-maſter-general be, and he is hereby fully 


wthorized and empowered to ſettle and finally adjuſt all accounts 
whatſoever, between the United States, and the officers and ſoldiers of 
the American army, ſo as to include all and every demand which they 
or either of them, may have by virtue of the ſeveral reſolutions and 


ads of Congreſs relating thereto. And that the ſaid pay-maſter do 
rive certificates of the ſums which may appear due on ſuch ſettlements 
in the form and manner which the ſuperintendant of the finances of 
the United States may direct: provided always, that the certificates 
0 the officers ſhall be delayed for a reaſonable time, to obtain returns 


here in the opinion of the pay-maſter-general, ſuch delay ſhall be ne- 
eſſary. — &⅛e e — 
WzDNESDAT, July 9, 1783. 


That the ſuperintendant of finance do direct the receiver of con- 
nental taxes in the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, to pay to the officers and 
odiers of the Maſſachuſetts line of the army, who have been diſcharg- 


hay receive from that ſtate, on account of the requiſition for the ex- 
enſes of the year 1782.“ 


lark, 


That the e eien motion be committed: and on the queſtion for 
commitment, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Lhggioſon, 


_ Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, meg 
Mr. Higginson, 0 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay | 
. Mr. Arnold, v7 Y 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay | 
. Mr. Clark, 5 to 
| Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no? ,. ., , 
er: ENS * Mr. 1 a f divided. 
ats Delaware, Mr. M*Comb, © "1 1 
8 Mr. Bedford, ay 9 
. Firginia, Mr. Bland, ay * 
19 North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, WO 
„ FF Ea Mr. Williamson, ay 2 
 South-Carolina, Mr. Tzard, 0 2 
Mr. Read, J 


So the queſtion was loſt. 
After ſome further debate, an adjournment Was called for, and 
reed to. ——— 22 — 
 TauRsDAr, July 10, 1783, 
Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the motion of Mr. Higgin- 


w Which was under debate yeſterday ; and thereupon, 
You, VIII. E 2 


if payments or advances to them by the ſtates, or public departments, 


A motion was made by Mr. Higginſon, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 


don furlough, the amount of one year's pay, out of the monies he 


A motion was then made by Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. 


+. * — 
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Ordered, That the ſaid motion be referred to a committee of three, 
___ ————_—>» CO EMM_ 
Fripar, July 11, 1783. | 
Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the committee, con. 
fiſting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Fitzſimmons and Mr. Higginſon, to whon 
was referred the motion of Mr. Higginſon, and the ſame uy read 
as follows : 


Whereas it has been repreſented to Congreſs, that the officer and 


ſoldiers of the Maſſachuſetts line, who have lately retired on furlough, 
have not received the pay which was formerly directed; and where 
it is the wiſh of Congreſs to do equal juſtice to all the officers and ql. 
diers of the continental army ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance be, and he is hereby 
directed to complete without delay, the ſame payments to the officer 


and ſoldiers of the Maffachuſetts line, which were ordered to be pil 


to the army at large. 

EResolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance, be directed immedi. 
ately to order the receivers of the continental revenue in each ſite, 
to receive the notes iſſued by his order for the payment of the amy, 
whether ſigned by himſelf or Michael Hillegas, treaſurer, payable in 


1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 months, in diſcharge of the requiſition for 8,000,000 
of dollars, for the expenſe of the year 1782, and that he immediately 


publiſh the ſaid order in all the newſpapers in the ſeveral ſtates,” 


A motion was made by Mr. Holten, ſeconded by Mr. Higginſon, 
to poſtpone the conſideration of the report, in order again to take up 


the original motion, as entered on the journal the 9th inſt. And on th 
queſtion for . the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Hol 


Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 

5 Mr. Higginson, 4 WY 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
„ | Mr. Arnold, ay J Y 
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no > * 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no) 

| | | Mr. Clark, no > no 
„ Mr. Condict, 9 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, wy 
%%% TN Mr. Montgomery, no _ 
Delaware, Mr. M*Comd, no 
3 Mr. Bedford, 8 50 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, no 
FCC Mr. Mercer, 1 * 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, nod 

85 - Mr. Williamson, =; 5 
Southᷣ- Carolina, Mr. Bard, ns 0 

Mr. Read, no 


So the queſtion was loſt. 

The report was then taken into farther conſideration, and th 
Jowing reſolution agreed to. 

Whereas it has been repreſented to Congreſs, that the officers a 
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vdiers of the Maſſachuſetts line, who have lately retired on furlough, 
have not received the pay which was formerly directed: And where- 
z; it is the wiſh of Congreſs to do equal juſtice ta all the officers and 
ſoldiers of the continental army: 

Resolved unanimously, That the ſuperintendant of finance be, 404 
he is hereby directed to complete without delay, the ſame payments 
to the officers and ſoldiers of the Maſſachuſetts line, which were or- 
lered to be paid to the army at large. 


The laſt paragraph of the report being under debate, and the ſame | 


hying been amended, 

Ordered, That it be referred to the ſuperintendant of finance to re- 
zort, and that he be directed to report immediately what meaſures he 
has taken relative to the pay of the army. 

On motion of Mr. Higginſon, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to report 
to Congreſs, the reaſons why the troops lately furloughed, did not re- 


Congreſs ; and alſo to report the meaſures by which he expects to re- 


6th day of May laſt. 
On motion of Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr, Ellſworth, _ 
wels came to the following reſolution : 
One of the delegates from Pennſylvania having read in his place, a 
tter from the ſupreme executive council of that ſtate, complaining of 
a ambiguity in part of the report of a committee which was entered 
m the journal on the 1ſt inſt. in the follawing words: „ that they 


5 


E 


bis additional motive of enter: that they had themſelves had a 
principal ſhare in it.” 

Resolved, That Congreſs do not conceive the committee had the 
noſt diſtant intention to infinuate that the executive council had any 
are in promoting the inſult which was offered to Congreſs by the mu- 
lnous troops, but that the executive council had ſhared with Congreſs 
ji an the inſult. 

WI DñvES DA, July 18, 1783. 
Mr. Duane, a delegate from the ſtate of New-York, and Mr. A. 


eats in Con greſs. 


Jute laſt, from the governor of args to the delegates of that es 
laving renoried, 
That the ſervices rendered by Meſſrs. Cowper and Ballard, were 


monies now in the treaſury can properly be applied to the payment 
1 what thoſe ſervices may on a proper inveſtigation appear to be real- 
worth. That the commiſſioner appointed to ſettle the accounts 
Rf the United States in Vi irginia, is authorized to adjuſt the value of 
vices rendered by the citizens thereof to the United States, at the 
me and place where they 1 were rendered, according to the principles 


E fo 


's a 


ccive part of their pay previous thereto, agreeably to the intention of 


deem the notes he has iſſued, or may hereafter iſſue to the troops 
which have been, or may be furloughed under the reſolution of the 


(the executive council) regretted the inſult which had happened, with 


lee, a delegate from the ſtate of Virginia, attended, and took their 


The agent of marine, to how was referred a letter of the 20th af 


vious to the requiſitions for the ſervice of 1782 and 1783, "2 thay 
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of equity; an authoriry which is veſted in him completely and excl. 
fively. That therefore, Meſſrs. Cowper and Ballard, muſt apply to 
the ſaid commiſſioner, who, if he ſhould find the United States to be 
in their debt, will give them certificates like to thoſe which are giyen 
to other creditors of the ſaid ſtates, and will tranſmit ſuch material 
to the commiſſioner for ſettling the accounts of the marine department 
as will enable him to make proper charges in thoſe accounts. 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, M. 
Maddiſon and Mr. Read, to whom was referred a letter of the 24 
June, from the commander in chief, encloſing a copy of his correſpon. 
dence with the commiſſioners for ſuperintending the embarkations x 
New-York: - 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be inſtructed, to re-cal the 
commiſhoners who have been appointed to ſuperintend the embarks. 
tions at New-York, unleſs ſome change of circumſtances ſhall have 

occurred, from which he may conclude that their further continuance 
in New-York may be productive of ſome advantage to the citizens of 
the United States. | 

On motion of Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

Resolved, That whenever the preſident ſhall be obliged to adjoun 
_ Congreſs, from the want of ſeven ſtates, an entry ſhall be made in the 
daily journal of the ſtates preſent, and of the names of the individua 
members preſent from the ſtates unrepreſented. 

—— XD 22 
 F#Frrpar, July 18, 1783. 

An addreſs from the magiſtrates, militia officers, and citizens 0 
the town of Newark, ſigned by W. Burnet, Eſq; chairman, havin 
been read : | 

Resolved, That the preſident inform Mr. Burnet, that Congreſs et 
tertain a high ſenſe of the ſpirit and patriotiſm of the magiſtrate 
militia officers, and citizens of the town of Newark, applaud thei 

zeal for good order, and the ſecurity and honor of the federal gover 
ment, and are obliged by their diſpoſition to render the reſidence « 
Congreſs in the ſtate, as agreeable as poſſible. | 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Read, Mr. Elle 
and Mr. M' Henry, to whom was referred a letter of the 23d Jund 
from the commander in chief, encloſing the copy of a letter from M 
Reuben Harvey, merchant in Cork, in the kingdom of Ireland, 

bother papers. | : 

Resolved, That his excellency the commander in chief, be requeſie 
to tranſmit the thanks of Congreſs to Mr. Reuben Harvey, merchal 
in Cork, in the kingdom of Ireland, and expreſs the juſt ſenſe Congre 
entertain of the ſervices he has rendered during the late war, to Am 
rican priſoners. | 

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Tueſday. 

TUutSDAT, July 22, 1783. 

Six ſtates only attended, namely, Maſſachuſetts, New-York, Ne 
Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Virginia and North-Carolina ; and from t 
ſtate of Maryland, Mr. M' Henry, from the ſtate of South-Carolin 
Mr. Izard. Bs | 
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WzpnesDAr, July 23, 1783. 
Mr. Howell, a delegate from the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland, attended, 
and took his ſeat in Congreſs. | 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Peters, Mr. Clark 
and Mr. Higginſon, to whom was referred a report of the a pany 
dant of finance, on a petition of Mrs. Grace Mercer: 

Ordered, That the ſuperintendant of finance, tranſmit to the com- 
wiſſioner for ſettling the accounts of the hoſpital-department, a copy 
of the memorial of Mrs. Grace Mercer, and in the ſettlement of the 
accounts of the late Mr. Mercer, due enquiry be made by the ſaid 
commiſſioner, into the cauſes of the detention of the money therein 
nentioned ; ; and that the ſaid commiſhoner report the reſult of ſuch 
enquiry to the ſuperintendant of finance, who is hereby authorized to 
take order therein as ſhall — to him juſt, on ſuch report being 
"made. 

On motion, Ordered, That the committee of ive members, appoint- 
ed laſt January, to enquire into the proceedings of the department of 
foreign affairs, be diſcharged; * having aſſigned latisfactory rea- 
ſons for not reporting. | 

| — — | 
 TrursDar, July 24, 1783. 

Six ſtates only attended, namely, Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Ifland, New- 
ſerſey, Pennſylvania, Virginia and North-Carolina ; and Nom the 
tate of New-York, Mr. Duane, from the ſtate of GL LOTTO, Mr. 
lard, 

——— — 
 Fripar, Fuly 25, 1783. 

Six ſtates only attended, namely, Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Ifland, New. 
ſerſey, Pennſylvania, Virginia and North-Carolina ; and from the ſtate 
of New-York, Mr. Duane, from Delaware, Mr. M. Comb, from Ma- 
N Mr. M. Henry, and from the ſtate of South- Carolina, Mr. 
zard 

ä 
SATURDAY, July 26, 1783. 

An addreſs from the officers 6f the three battalions of militia of 
Hunterdon, Middleſex and Somerſet, moſt rd ay to Princeton, 
being read. 

Resolved, That the 3 inform the officers of militia of Hun- 
terdon, Middleſex and Somerſet, that Congreſs have received with 
nuch ſatisfaction, their reſpectful and affectionate addreſs, and highly 
prove of the patriotic ſentiments contained 1 in the reſolutions with 
Fhich it is accompanied, 

Moxpar, Fuly 28, 1783. 

An addrefo from the citizens of Philadelphia, and the liberties there- 
oh having been received and read. 

e That the preſident inform the citizens of Philadelphia, 
and its ates. in anſwer to their reſpectful and affectionate addreſs, 
that the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, have great ſatisfaction 
in reviewing the ſpirited and patriotic exertions which have been made 
by the government and citizens of Pennſylvania, 1 in the courſe of the 


mM t 
rol : 
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late glorious war; and that they are highly pleaſed with the reſolution elle 
expreſſed by the citizens of Philadelphia, to aid in all meaſures which 
may have a tendency to ſupport the national honor and dignity. 

On motion, Resolved, That the preſident inform the commander jy 
chief, that his attendance at Congreſs is requeſted as ſoon as may he 


convenient, after his return from the northward. 1 Ly 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Higginſon, Mr, H. = 
lery and Mr. Williamſon, to whom was referred a letter of the 14th "8 
inſt. from the ſupreme executive council of Pennſylvania, together with at 
all the letters received from them ſince the 21ſt of June, and alſo; nh 
letter of the 13th inſt. from major-general R. Howe. 0 c 
Resolved, That though Congreſs are diſpoſed to extend every pol. 5 . 
fible mark of clemency which may conſiſt with the honor of govem. don 
ment and ſafety of the public, to thoſe troops who were concerned in "TP 
the late mutiny, they cannot take any final reſolutions on that ſubjet, with 
till the commanding-officer ſhall have finiſhed the trials and enquirt F 
now begun. 5 ac 
Kesolved, That Congreſs have no objection to furloughs being grant. * 
ed to any of the ſoldiers concerned in the late mutiny, who are not 
ſuppoſed to have been particularly active or inſtrumental in the ſame, al 
or whoſe evidence is not ſuppoſed to be important towards convicting 
the chief offenders. „„ 5 . 1 
Resolved, That as the act of the 26th of May laſt, by which the . 
troops that were diſcharged or furloughed, were to be permitted to ſhine 
carry home their arms, originated in the high degree of confidence ſerf 
which Congreſs have ever had occaſion to place in the patriotiſm, and n 
good diſpoſition of the army, the ſoldiers concerned in the late mu- and 
tiny having evinced that they are not entitled to ſuch confidence, can. the 
not be permitted to take their arms. „ and 
Resolved, That ſuch of the troops lately detached under the com- hety 
mand of major-general Howe, as may not longer be neceſſary for ef. ue 
| feQting the ſervices on which they were detached, be ſent back to the that 
main army. 120 . inte 
On a letter, of the 28th, from the ſecretary at war: burt 
Resolved, That ſuch officers of the army of the United States, 2 nta 
were priſoners of war, in the months of February, March and April reſpe 
laſt, be conſidered as being within the ſpirit and intention of the at Wi ſhall 
of Congreſs of the 2d of May laſt, which directs an advance of part V 
of the pay due to the amp. Ft _ EF 
„ %% Jus 39, 1783; - 4 com 
Mr. Abiel Foſter, a delegate for the ſtate of New-Hampſhire, at: full) 
tended, and produced his credentials, by which it appears, that on the tic 
18th day of February laſt, he was appointed a delegate to repreſent Bi thei 
that ſtate for one year, from the date, unlefs ſooner relieved, or recal- WM have 
led by the general afſembly of the ſtate. OY: A 
Mr. S. Huntington and Mr. B. Huntington, delegates for the ſtate ¶ true 
of Connecticut, attended, and took their feats in Congreſs. luce 
Congreſs took into conſideration a treaty of amity and commerce; maje 
concluded between the king of Sweden, and the United States of Weitic 


America, ſigned at Paris on the 3d day of April laſt, and the ſame 
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vas adopted and ratified, nine ſtates being preſent, in the manner 
following: ä 


The United States of America in Congress assembled. 
To all who ſhall ſee theſe preſents, greeting. 


WHEREAS by our commiſhon dated at Philadelphia, on the 28th 
day of September, 1782, the hon. Benjamin Franklin, was inveſted 
with full powers on the part of the United States of America, to con- 
cert and conclude with a perſon or perſons equally empowered cn the 
part of his majeſty the king of Sweden, a treaty of amity and com- 
merce, having for its baſis the moſt perfect equality, and for its ob- 
jet the mutual advantage of the parties, we promiling in good faith 
to ratify whatever ſhould be tranſaAed by virtue of the ſaid commiſ- 
fon; and whereas our ſaid miniſter in purſuance of his full powers, 
tid at Paris, on the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1783, 
vith count Guſtavus Philip de Creutz, miniſter plenipotentiary na- 
med for that purpoſe, on the part of his majeſty the king of Sweden, 
conclude and fign a treaty of amity and commerce in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: I EL 


Treaty of Amity and Commerce concluded between his majesty the 
king of Sweden and the United States of North-America, _ 


the thirteen United States of North-America, to wit : New-Hamp- 

lire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, New- 
Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the counties of New-Caſtle, Kent and Suſſex, 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina 
and Georgia, deſiring to eſtabliſh in a ſtable and permanent manner, 
the rules which ought to be obſerved relative to the correſpondence 
ud commerce which the two parties have judged neceſſary to eſtabliſh 
between their reſpective countries, ſtates and ſubjects ; his majeſty and 
the United States have thought that they could not better accompliſh 
that end, than by taking for a baſis of their arrangements, the mutual 
Intereſt and advantage of both nations, thereby avoiding all thoſe 
burthenſome preferences, which are uſually ſources of debate, embar- 
nſlment and diſcontent, and by leaving each party at liberty to make, 
rlpefting navigation and commerce, thoſe interior regulations which 


act i hall be moſt convenient to itſelf. | by = | A 
art With this view, his majeſty the king of Sweden, has nominated and 
pointed for his plenipotentiary, count Guſtavus Philip de Creutz, 
bis ambaſſador extraordinary to his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, and knight, 
commander of his orders; and the United States on their part, have 
at- fully empowered Benjamin Franklin, their miniſter plenipotentiary to 
the his moſt Chriſtian majeſty : the ſaid plenipotentiaries, after exchanging 
ent their full powers, and after mature deliberation in conſequence thereof, 
cal- WW have agreed upon, concluded and ſigned the following articles. PE 
* Art. 1. There ſhall be a firm, inviolable and univerſal peace and a 


ue and ſincere friendſhip between the king of Sweden, his heirs and 
lucceſſors, and the United States of America, and the ſubjects of his 
Majeſty, and thoſe of the ſaid ſtates, and between the countries, iſlands, 
es and towns ſituated under the juriſdiction of the king and of the 


The king of Sweden, of the Goths and Vandals, &c. &c. &c. and 1 95 
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faid United States, without any acception of perſons or places ; and 

the conditions agreed to in this preſent treaty, ſhall be perpetual and 

permanent between the king, his heirs and ſucceſſors, and the ſaid Uni. 
ted States. | 
Art. 2. The king and the United States engage mutually, not to 

grant hereafter any particular favor to other nations in reſpect to con. 
merce and navigation, which ſhall not immediately become common 

to the other party, who ſhall enjoy the ſame favor freely, if the con. | 

ceſſion was freely made, or on allowing the ſame compenſation, if the 
conceſſion was conditional. _ + | | 

Art. 3. The ſubjects of the king of Sweden ſhall not pay in the 
ports, havens, roads, countries, iſlands, cities and towns of the United 
States or any of them, any other or greater duties or impoſts of what 
nature ſoever they may be, than thoſe which the moſt favored nations 

are or ſhall be obliged to pay ; and they ſhall enjoy all the rights, 
lüberties, privileges, immunities and exemptions in trade, navigation 
and commerce, which the faid nations do or ſhall enjoy, whether in 
paſſing from one port to another of the United States, or in going to 
or from the ſame, from or to any part of the world whatever. 
Art. 4. The ſubjects and inhabitants of the ſaid United States ſhall 
not pay in the ports, havens, roads, iſlands, cities and towns under 
the dominion of the king of Sweden, any other or greater duties or 
impoſts of what nature ſoever they may be, or by what name ſoever 
called, than thoſe which the moſt favored nations are or ſhall be 
obliged to pay; and they ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, priv- 
leges, immunities and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce, 
which the ſaid nations do or ſhall enjoy, whether in paſſing from one 
port to another of the dominion of his ſaid majeſty, or in going to or 
from the ſame, from or to any part of the world whatever. 

Art. 5. There ſhall be granted a full, perfe& and entire liberty of 
_ conſcience to the inhabitants and ſubjects of each party, and no perſon 
ſhall be moleſted on account of his worſhip, provided he ſubmits ſo far 
as regards the public demonſtration of it to the laws of the country: 
Moreover, liberty ſhall be granted, when any of the ſubjects or inha- 
| bitants of either party die in the territory of the other, to bury them 

in convenient and decent places, which ſhall be aſſigned for the purpoſe: 
And the two contracting parties will provide each in its juriſdiction, 
that the ſubjects and inhabitants reſpectively, may obtain certificates 
of the death in caſe the delivery of them is required. 

Art. 6. The ſubjeQs of the contracting parties in the reſpective 
ſtates, may freely diſpoſe of their goods and effects, either by teſta- 
ment, donation or otherwiſe, in favor of ſuch perſons as they think 
proper; and their heirs in whatever place they ſhall reſide, fhall re- 
ceive the ſucceſſion, even ab inteſtato, either in perſon or by their ate 

torney, without having occaſion to take out letters of naturalization 
Theſe inheritances as well as the capitals and effects, which the ſub. 
jects of the two parties, in changing their abode, ſhall be defirous of 
removing from the place of their abode, ſhall be exempted from al 
duty, called “droit de detraQion,” on the part of the government 0 
the two ſtates reſpectively. But it is at the ſame time agreed, that 
nothing contained in this article ſhall in any manner derogate fro” 
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the ordinances publiſhed in Sweden againſt emigrations, or which may 
tereafter be publiſhed, which ſhall remain in full force and vigour. 
The United States on their part, or any of them, ſhall be at liberty to 
make reſpecting this matter, ſuch laws as they think proper. 

Art. 7. All and every the ſubjeQs inhabitants of the kingdom of 
sweden, as Well as thoſe of the United States, ſhall be permitted to 
navigate with their veſſels in all ſafety and freedom, and without any 
regard to thoſe to whom the merchandizes and cargoes may belong, 
from any port whatever, and the ſubjeQs and inhabitants of the two 
ates, ſhall likewiſe be permitted to ſail and trade with their veſſels, 
and with the ſame liberty and ſafety to frequent the places, ports and 
havens of powers, enemies to both or either of the contracting parties, 
without being in anywiſe moleſted or troubled, and to carry on a com- 
nerce not only directly from the ports of an enemy to a neutral port, 
but eren from one port of an enemy to another port of an enemy, 
yhether it be under the juriſdiction of the ſame or of different prin- 
tes. And as it is acknowledged by this treaty, with reſpect to ſhips 
md merchandizes, that free ſhips ſhall make the merchandizes free, 
nd that every thing which ſhall be on board of ſhips belonging to ſub- 
eds of the one or the other of the contracting parties, ſhall be conſi- 
lered as free, even though the cargo or a part of it ſhould belong to 
be enemies of one or both: it is nevertheleſs provided, that contra- 
land goods ſhall always be excepted ; which being intercepted ſhall be 
rceeded againſt according to the ſpirit of the following articles. It 
likewiſe agreed, that the ſame liberty be extended to perſons who 
ay be on board a free ſhip, with this effect, that although they be 
temies to both or either of the parties, they ſhall not be taken out of 
lt free ſhip, unleſs they are ſoldiers in the actual ſervice of the ſaid 
lemies, N 5 5 
Art. 8, This liberty of navigation and commerce ſhall extend to 
kinds of merchandizes except thoſe only which are expreſſed in the 
e article, and are diſtinguiſhed by the name of contraband 
wds, | 


Art. 9, Under the name of contraband or prohibited goods, ſhall 


gem comprehended, arms, great guns, cannon balls, arquebuſes, muſ- 
Me: , bombs, petards, granadoes, ſauciſſes, pitch, balls, carriages for 
jon, nance, muſquet reſts, bandoliers, cannon powder, matches, ſalt- 


ne, ſulphur, bullets, pikes, ſabres, ſwords, morions, helmets, cuiraſ- 

w halberts, javelins, piſtols, holſters, belts, bayonets, horſes with 
fr harneſs, and all other like kinds of arms and inſtruments of war 
[the uſe of troops. 5 Gs . „ TE 

Art, 10. Theſe which follow ſhall not be reckoned in the number 


-hink 1 
e- bibited goods; that is to ſay, all ſorts of clothes, and all other 
ir at- utactures of wool, flax, ilk, cotton, or any other materials; all 


is of wearing apparel, together with the things of which they are 


ion. 
** only made; gold, filver, coined or uncoined, braſs, iron, lead, 
us of er latten, coals, wheat, barley, and all ſorts of corn or pulſe, to- 
\m al all kinds of ſpices, ſalted or ſmoaked fleſh, ſalted fiſh, cheeſe, 
ent of beer, oil, wines, ſugar, all ſorts of falt and proviſions which 
that © for the nouriſhment and ſuſtenance of man all kinds of cotton, 


Þ flax, tar, pitch, ropes, cables, ſails, ſail-cloth, anchors, and any 
ES 


. VIII. 
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| parts of anchors, ſhip maſts, planks, boards, beams, and all ſorts of 
trees and other things proper for building or repairing ſhips ; nor ſhaj 
any goods be conſidered as contraband, which have not been worked 


into the form of any inſtrument or thing for the purpoſe of war þ 1 
land or by fea, much lels ſuch as have been prepared or wrought wha g 
any uſe, all which ſhall be reckoned free goods; as likewiſe all other K 
which are not comprehended and particularly mentioned in the fore. a 
going article; ſo that they ſhall not, by any pretended interpretation i 

de comprehended among prohibited or contraband goods; on the con 1 

trary, they may be freely tranſported by the ſubjects of the king au ; 

of the United States, even to places belonging to an enemy, ſuch pl. * 

ces only excepted as are beſieged, blocked or inveſted ; and thoſe ph. T 

ces only ſhall be conſidered as ſuch, which are nearly ſurrounded hy 7 
one of the belligerent powers. | F | 
Art. 11. In order to avoid and prevent on both ſides all diſputes 3 
and diſcord, it is agreed that in caſe one of the parties ſhall be engax 

ed in a war, the ſhips and veſſels belonging to the ſubjeas or inhah 7 

tants of the other, ſhall be furniſhed with ſea letters or paſſports, en 10 
preſſing the name, property and port of the veſſel, and alſo the nam bell 

and place of abode of the maſter or commander of the ſaid veſſel, in ol .,; 

der that it may thereby appear, that the ſaid veſſel really and truly be 17 
longs to the ſubjects of the one or the other party. Theſe paſſports nd 

which ſhall be drawn up in good and due form, ſhall be renewed e7² m ud 

time the veſſel returns home in the courſe of the year. It is WM} 

agreed, that the ſaid veſſels when loaded ſhall be provided not oll 4, 

with ſea letters, but alſo with certificates, containing a particular al 

count of the cargo, the place from which the veſſel failed, and that 5 
her deſtination in order that it may be known, whether they carry Wu 

of the prohibited or contraband merchandizes, mentioned in the nini ae 

article of the preſent treaty : which certificates ſhall be made out bi chan 
the officers of the place from which the veſſel ſhall depart. ifter 
Art. 12. Although the veſſels of the one and of the other party, n A 
navigate freely and with all ſafety, as is explained in the 7th article .... 
they ſhall nevertheleſs be bound at all times when required, to ex by th 
bit as well on the high-ſea as in port, their paſſports and certifira il comn 
above-mentioned. And not having contraband merchandize on boa ad: 
for an enemy's port, they may freely and without hindrance pull d tn 
their voyage to the place of their deſtination. Nevertheleſs the e been 


bition of papers ſhall not be demanded of merchant ſhips under the c 
voy of veſſels of war, but credit ſhall be given to the word of the d 
cer commanding the convoy. % i : 

Art. 13. If on producing the ſaid certificates, it be diſcovered tl 
the veſſel carries ſome of the goods which are declared to be pid 
bited or contraband, and which are configned to an enemy's pott 
| ſhall not however be lawful to break up the hatches of ſuch ſhips 
to open any cheſt, coffers, packs, caſks or veſſels, nor to remove or- 
place the ſmalleſt part of the merchandizes, until the cargo has bt 
landed in the preſence of officers appointed for the purpoſe, * 
until an inventory thereof has been taken; nor ſhall it be lawful 
ſell, exchange or alienate the cargo or any part thereof, until 
| proceſs ſhall have been had againſt the prohibited merchandizes, 
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ſentences ſhall have paſſed, declaring them liable to confiſcation; ſa- 
ning nevertheleſs, as well the ſhips themſelves, as the other merchan- 
lizes which ſhall have been found therein, which by virtue of this pre- 
ſent treaty, are to be eſteemed free, and which are not to be detained 
on pretence of their having been loaded with prohibited merchandize, 
ind much leſs confiſcated as lawful prize. And in caſe the contra- 
band merchandize be only a part of the cargo, and the maſter of the 
veſſel agrees, conſents and offers to deliver them to the veſſel that has 
liſcovered them, in that caſe, the latter, after receiving the merchan- 
lizes which are good prize, ſhall immediately ler the veſſel go, and 
hall not by any means hinder her from purſuing her voyage to the 
ace of her deſtination. When a veſſel is taken and brought into any 
of the ports of the contracting parties, if upon examination ſhe be found 
tobe loaded only with merchandizes declared to be free, the owner or 
te who has made the prize, ſhall be bound to pay all coſts and dama- 
ges to the maſter of the veſſel unjuſtly detained, 5 

Art. 14. It is likewiſe agreed, that whatever ſhall be found to be 
laden by the ſubjects of either of the two contracting parties, on a ſhip 
belonging to the enemies of the other party, the whole effects, although 
not of the number of thoſe declared contraband, ſhall be confiſcated 
if they belonged to the enemy; excepting nevertheleſs ſuch goods 
and merchandizes as were put on board before the declaration of war, 
ind even ſix months after the declaration, after which term none ſhall 
be preſumed to be ignorant of it: which merchandizes ſhall not in any 
manner be ſubject to confiſcation, but ſhall be faithfully and ſpecifi- 
ally delivered to the owners, who ſhall claim or cauſe them to be 
caimed, before confiſcation and ſale, as alſo their proceeds, if the claim 
be made within eight months, and could not be made ſooner after the 
ale, which is to be public: provided nevertheleſs, that if the ſaid mer- 
chandizes be contraband, it ſhall not be in anywiſe lawful to carry them 
iterward to a port belonging to the enemys  _ 

Art. 15. And that more effectual care may be taken for the 
ſecurity of the two contracting parties, that they ſuffer no prejudice 
by the men of war of the other party or by privateers, all captains and 
commanders of ſhips of his Swediſh majeſty and of the United States, 
ind all their ſubjects, ſhall be forbidden to do any injury or damage 
to thoſe of the other party, and if they act to the contrary, having 
been found guilty on examination by their proper judges, they ſhall 
be bound to make ſatisfaction for all damages and the intereſt thereof, 
and Fa make them good under pain and obligation of their perſons and 

Art. 16. For this cauſe, every individual who is defirous of fitting 
Nt a privateer, ſhall, before he receives letters patent or ſpecial com- 
miſſion, be obliged to give bond with ſufficient ſureties, before a com- 
petent judge, for a ſufficient ſum, to anſwer all damages and wrongs 
which the owner of the privateer, his officers or others in his employ 
my commit during the cruiſe, contrary to the tenor of this treaty, 
nd contrary ro the edicts publiſhed by either party, whether by the kin 
ak Sweden or by the United States, in virtue of this ſame treaty, = 
lo under the penalty of having the ſaid letters patent and ſpecial 
tommiſſion revoked and made void. 
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Art. 17. One of the contracting parties being at war, and the other 
| remaining neuter, if it {hould happen that a merchant ſhip of the neu. 
trial power be taken by the enemy of the other party, and be after. 
| wards re-taken by a ſhip of war or privateer of the power at war, allo 

ſhips and merchandizes of what nature ſoever they may be, when re. 
covered from a private or fea rover, ſhall be brought into a port of 
one of the two powers, and ſhall be committed to the cuſtody of the 
officers of the ſaid port, that they may be reſtored entire to the true 
proprietor, as ſoon as he ſhall have produced full proof of the property, | 
Merchants, maſters and owners of ſhips, ſeamen, people of all ſorts 
ſhips and veſſels, and in general all merchandizes and effects of one of 
the allies or their ſubjects, ſhall not be ſubje& to any embargo, not 
detained in any of the countries, territories, iſlands, cities, towns, ports, 
rivers, or dominions whatever of the other ally, on account of an 
military expedition, or any public or private purpoſe whatſoever, h 
ſeizure, by force, or by any ſuch manner; much leſs ſhall it be lawful 
for the ſubjects of one of the parties to ſeize or take any thing by 
force from the ſubjeQs of the other party, without the conſent of the 
| owner. This however 1s not to be underſtood to comprehend ſeizures, 
| detentions and arreſts, made by order and by the authority of Juſtice, 
and according to the ordinary courſe for debts or faults of the ſub. 
ject, for which proceſs ſhall be had in the way of right according to 
the forms of juſtice, „ Oe. SG Sl 
Art. 18. If it ſhould happen that the two contracting parties ſhould 
be engaged in a war at the ſame time with the common enemy, the 
following points ſhall be obſerved on both ſides. 1 

1ſt. If the ſhips of one of the two nations re-taken by the privateers 
of the other, have not been in the power of the enemy more than 24 
hours, they ſhall be reſtored to the original owner, on payment of Hof 
the value of the ſhip and cargo. If on the contrary the veſſel re-ta- 
ken, has been more than 24 hours in the power of the enemy, it ſhall 
belong wholly to him who has re-taken it. og 

2d. In caſe, during the interval of 24 hours, a veſſel] be re-taken 

by a man of war of either of the two parties, it ſhall be reſtored to 
the original owner, on payment of a 30th part of the value of the veſſe 
and cargo, and a 1Oth part if it has been re-taken after the 24 hours; 
which ſums ſhall be diſtributed as a gratification among the crew ol 
the men of war that ſhall have made the re-capture. _ - 
| 3d. The prizes made in manner above-mentioned, ſhall be reſtored 
to the owners after proof made of the property, upon giving ſecurity 
for the part coming to him who has recovered the veſſel from the hands 
of the enemy. Bl YE ner odds CD e 
4th. The men of war and privateers of the two nations ſhall rect 
procally be admitted with their prizes into each others ports; but the 
rizes ſhall not be unloaded or ſold there until the legality of a prize 
made by Swediſh ſhips ſhall have been determined according to the 
laws and regulations eſtabliſhed in Sweden, as alſo that of the prizes 
made by American veſſels ſhall have been determined according t 
the laws and regulations eſtabliſhed by the United States of America. 
5th. Moreover the king of Sweden and the United States of Ame- 
rica, ſhall be at liberty to make ſuch regulations as they ſhall judge 
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neceſſary, reſpecing the conduct which their men of war and priva- 
teers feſpectively, ſhall be bound to obſerve with regard to veſſels 
which they ſhall take and carry into the ports of the two powers. 
Art. 19. The ſhips of war of his Swediſh'majeſty, and thoſe of the 
United States, and alſo thoſe which their ſubjects ſhall have armed 
for war, may with all freedom conduct the prizes which they ſhall have 
made from their enemies, into the ports which are open in time of war 
to other friendly nations, and the ſaid prizes upon entering the ſaid 
ports, ſhall not be ſubject to arreſt or ſeizure, nor ſhall the officers of 
the places take cognizance of the validity of the ſaid prizes, which 
may depart and be conducted freely and with all liberty to the places 
inted out in their commiſſions, which the captains of the ſaid veſſels 
ſhall be obliged to ſhew. Os | . 
Art. 20. In caſe any veſſel helonging to either of the two ſtates or 
to their ſubjects, ſhall be ſtranded, ſhipwrecked, or ſuffer any other da- 
mage on the coaſts or under the dominion of, either of the parties, all 
ad and aſſiſtance ſhall be given to the perſons ſhipwrecked, or who may 
be in danger thereof, and paſſports ſhall be granted to them to ſecure 
their return to their own country. The ſhips and merchandizes wreck- 
ed, or their proceeds, if the effects have been ſold, being claimed in a 
year and a day, by the owners or their attorney, ſhall be reſtored, on 
their paying the coſts of ſalvage, conformable to the laws and cuſtoms 
of the two nations. | Do CS 0 Y 
Art. 21. When the ſubjects and inhabitants of the two parties, with 
their veſſels, whether they be public and equipped for war, or private 
employed in commerce, ſhall be forced by tempeſt, by purſuit of pri- 
nteers and of enemies, or by any other urgent neceſſity, to retire and 


enter any of the rivers, bays, roads or ports of either of the two parties, 
ol WH they {hall be received and treated with all humanity and politeneſs, 
ta. ind they ſhall enjoy all friendſhip, protection and aſſiſtance, and they 


hall be at liberty to ſupply themſelves with refreſhments, proviſions, 
ad every thing neceſſary for their ſuſtenance, for the repair of their 
cen WWW vellels, and for continuing their voyage; provided always, that they 
| to WW Pay a reaſonable price, and they ſhall not in any manner be detained or 
fe! WW lindered from ſailing out of the ſaid ports or roads, but they may re- 41 
* * and depart when and as they pleaſe, without any obſtacle or hin- — | | 
7 of WIance, 5 8 
W Art. 22. In order to favor commerce on both ſides as much as poſ- 
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ore) Wible, it is agreed, that in caſe a war ſhould break out between the ſaid 
rity o nations, which God forbid, the term of nine months after the de- 
ands {Waration of war, ſhall be allowed to the merchants and ſubjeQs reſ- | 


pectively on one fide and the other, in order that they may withdraw 


reci- With their effects and moveables, which they {hall be at liberty to car- ti 
t the off or to ſell where they pleaſe, without the leaſt obſtacle ; nor ſhall i 

prize Wy ſeize their effects, and much leſs their perſons, during the ſaid 6 
o the ine months; but on the contrary, paſſports which ſhall be valid for a * 
prizes ne neceſſary for their return, ſhall be given them for their veſſels and i 

ng to de effe gs which they (hall be willing to carry with them. And if 8 
erica. y thing is taken from them, or if any injury 1s done to them by one {40 
Ame - the parties, their people 2nd ſubjects during the term above pre- 11 
judge ended, full and entire fatisfaction ſhall be made to them on that ac- A 


14 [ 
wt, The above-mentioned paſſports ſhall aiſo ſerve as a ſafe con- 1 
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duct againſt all inſults or prizes which privateers may n againk 
their perſons and effects. 

Art. 23. No ſubjeR of the king of Sweden ſhall take a commiſſion 
or letters of marque for arming any veſſel to act as a privateer again 

the United States of America, or any of them, or againſt the lubjec, 

people or inhabitants of the ſaid United States or any of them, or 

againſt the property of the inhabitants of the ſaid ſtates, from any prince 

or ſtate whatever, with whom the ſaid United States ſhall be at war. 


Nor thall any citizen, ſubje& or inhabitant of the ſaid United States a 
or any of them, apply for or take any commiſſion or letters of marque, 01 
for arming any vellel to cruize againſt the ſubjeQs of his Swediſh ma. in 
jeſty or any of them, or their property, from any prince or ſtate what. wi 
ever with whom his ſaid majeſty ſhall be at war. And if any perſon o ag 
either nation, ſhall take ſuch commiſſions or letters of marges, he ſhall Wi 
be puniſhed as a pirate. - 
Axt. 24. The veſſels of the ſubjeQs of either of the parties coming 2 
upon any of the coaſts belonging to the other, but not willing to en. ; 
ter into port, or being entered into port and not willing to unload ther I B 
cargoes or to break bulk, ſhall not be obliged to do it;; but on the Ws 
_ contrary, ſhall enjoy all the franchiſes and exemptions which are Nn 1 
ed by the rules ſubliſting with reſpect to that object. 
Art. 25. When a veſſel belonging to the ſubjects and inhabitants 1 
ok either of the parties, ſailing on the high-ſea, ſhall be met by a FT 
ſhip of war or privateer of the other, the ſaid ſhip of war or priva- N 
teer, to avoid all diſorder, ſhall remain out of cannon ſhot, but may ih 
always ſend their boat to the merchant ſhip, and cauſe two or three] 3 
men to go on board of her, to whom the maſter or commander of the 3 
ſaid veſſel ſhall exhibit his paſſport, ſtating the property of the veſſeh 1 | 
and when the ſaid veſſel ſhall have exhibited her paſſport, ſhe ſhall be 7 e 
at liberty to continue her voyage, and it ſhall not be lawful to molel wp 
or ſearch her in any manner, or to give her chaſe, or force her to quit * 
her intended courſe. 10 
Art. 26. The two t parties grant mutually the liberty *%g 
of having each in the ports of the other, conſuls, vice-conſuls, agents uk 
and commiſſaries, whoſe functions ſhall be regulated by a particular A 
agreement. ag 
Art. 27. The preſent treaty wall be ratified on both des, and the ibs, 
ratifications ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of eight months, or ſoon "i 
er if poſſible, counting from the day of the ſignature. Si 
In faith whereof, the reſpective plenipotentiaries have ou” the able 
| above articles, and have thereunto affixed their ſeals i; 
Done at Paris, the third day of April, | in the year of our Lon hall 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three. labo 
(Signed) Gus rAv. PRILI P, Compte de CREVUTZz, 7 hal 
B. FRANKLIN, L. toe 


per, 


Separate Article. for 


The king of Sweden and the United States of North-America, a8 ne, 


that the preſent treaty ſhall have its full effect for the ſpace of 1: nor 
years, counting from the day of the ratification z and the two contra ry « 


JULY 1783. 227 


tiag parties reſerve to themſelves the liberty of renewing it at the end 
of that term. | | | | | | | 


Done at Paris, the third of April, in the year of our Lord one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three. 


(Signed) Gus rA. PIII, Compte de CREUTZ, I. 5. 
B. FRANKLIN, to 

| Separate Articles. 
Art. 1. His Swediſh majeſty ſhall uſe all the means in his power 
to protect and defend the veſſels and effects belonging to citizens or 
inhabitants of the United States of North-America and every of them, 


which ſhall be in the ports, havens, roads, or on the ſeas near the 
countries, iſlands, cities and towns of his faid majeſty, and ſhall uſe 


iſditions = 


on the ſeas near to the countries, iſlands, cities and towns of the ſaid 
fates, and ſhall uſe their utmoſt efforts to recover and reſtore to the 


right owners, all ſuch veſſels and effects which ſhall be taken from 
them, within their juriſdiction. | | 


it is agreed, that if the merchant ſhips of either party, ſhould happen 
to be in a part of the ſea where the ſhips of war of the ſame nation 
are not ſtationed, or if they are met on the high-ſea, without being 


faith and ſincerity give them all neceſſary aſſiſtance, and in ſuch caſe, 


the ſhips claiming aſſiſtance are not engaged in any illicit commerce 
contrary to the principles of the neutralitys BE 5 
Art. 4. It is agreed and concluded that all merchants, captains of 


liberty in all places under the dominion or juriſdiction of the United 


obliged to make uſe of any interpreter or broker, nor to pay them any 


mall be at full liberty, themſelves to load or unload their veſſels, or 
do employ in loading or unloading them, whomſoever they think pro- 
per, without paying reward under the title of ſalary to any other per- 
merchandizes to other veſſels, nor to receive them on board their own, 


of the citizens, people and inhabitants of the United States of Ame- 


his utmoſt endeavours to recover and reſtore to the right owners, all 
ſuch veſſels and effects which ſhall be taken from them within his ju- 


Art. 2. In like manner, the United States of North-America, ſhall 


protect and defend the veſſels and effects belonging to the ſubjects of 
his Swediſh majeſty, which ſhall be in the ports, havens or roads, or 


Art. 3. If in any future war at ſea; the contracting powers reſolve 
to remain neuter, and as ſuch, to obſerve the ſtricteſt neutrality, then 


able to have recourſe to their own convoys, in that caſe the comman- 
der of the ſhips of war of the other party, if required, ſhall in good 


the ſhips of war and frigates of either of the powers, ſhall protect and 
lupport the merchant ſhips of the other; provided nevertheleſs, that 


merchant ſhips or other ſubje&s of his Swediſh majeſty, ſhall have full 
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States of America, to manage their own affairs and to employ in the 
management of them whomſoever they pleaſe ; and they ſhall not be 
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reward unleſs they make uſe of them. Moreover the maſters of ſhips 
ſhall not be obliged in loading or unloading their veſſels, to employ 
labourers appointed by public authority for that purpoſe ; but they 


10n whatever; and they ſhall not be obliged to turn over any kind of 


nor to wait for their lading, longer than they pleaſe, and all and eve- 
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rica, ſhall reciprocally have and enjoy the ſame privileges and liberties 
in all places under the juriſdiction of the ſaid realm. Ys | 
Art. 5. It is agreed, that when merchandizes ſhall have been put on 
board the ſhips or veſſels of either of the contracting parties, they 
hall not be ſubjected to any examination; but all examination ang 
ſearch muſt be before lading, and the prohibited merchandizes muſt 
be ſtopped on the ſpot before they are embarked, unleſs there is full 
evidence or proof of fraudulent practice on the part of the owner of | 
the ſhip, or of him who has the command of her; in which caſe only 
he ſhall be reſponſible and ſubject to the laws of the country in which 
he may be: in all other caſes neither the ſubjects of either of the con. 
tracting parties who {hall be with their veſſels in the ports of the other, 
nor their merchandizes ſhall be ſeized or moleſted on account of con. 
traband goods, which they ſhall have wanted to take on board, nor 
| ſhall any kind of embargo be laid on their ſhips, ſubjects or citizens of 
the ſtate, whoſe merchandizes are declared contraband, or the expor- 
tation of which is forbidden, thoſe only who ſhall have fold or intended 
to ſell or alienate ſuch merchandize, being liable to puniſhment for 

ſuch contravention, Ed a | 5 
Done at Paris, the third day of April, in the year of our Lord 

one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three. 

(Signed) GusSTav. PHilieP, Compte de CREUTZ, I. s. 
; 5 B. FRANKLIN, „ „ 
| NOW be it known, that we the faid United States of America in 
Congreſs aſſembled, have accepted and approved, and do by theſe pre- 
ſents, ratify and confirm the ſaid treaty and every article and clauſe 
thereof ; and we do authorize and direct our miniſter plenipotentiary 
| aforeſaid, to deliver this our act of ratification in exchange for the 
ratification of the ſaid treaty, by his majeſty the king of Sweden, 
In teſtimony whereof, we have cauſed our ſeal to be hereunto affixed, 
Witneſs his excellency Elias Boudinot, preſident, this 29th day of 

July, 1783, and of our ſovereignty and independence the eighth, 
On motion of Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 5 
FNesolved, That Dr. Franklin, miniſter plenipotentiary of theſe Uni- 
ted States, for concluding a treaty with the king of Sweden, be, and 
he hereby is inſtructed and fully empowered, to obtain amendments 
of the following inaccuracies in the commercial treaty with his ſaid 
majeſty this day ratified, namely, United States of North-America, 
For“ United States of America,” the counties of New-Caſtle, Kent 
and Suſſex on Delaware, for „ Delaware ;” and to enter into the ne- 
ceſſary inſtruments and ſtipulations for that purpoſe. DE 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr, Bland, Mr. Higginſon and Mr. 
M'Henry, to whom was referred a report of the ſuperintendant ol 
finance, on the laſt paragraph of the report of the committee under 
debate on the 11th inſtant, having reported the following reſolutions 
That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed, forthwith to publiſh 
ſo much of his inſtructions to the receivers of the continental revenue, 
as relates to their being inſtructed and authorized to take all notes 
ſigned by the ſuperintendant of finance, in payment of the taxes; and 
alſo to take up all ſuch notes whenever tendered, if they have public 

money in their hands. 0 
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A motion was made by Mr. M' Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 


that the conſideration of the foregoing report be poſtponed, in order 1 
to take up the following motion. 05 
That the ſuperintendant of flnance be dire ed, to lay before Con- 71 
neſs his inſtructions to the receivers of continental taxes in the Uni- # 
ed States, which dire& the receipt of his notes or thoſe of M. Hille- || 
gas, in payment of taxes, or the in the ſame in exchange for "yt 
mone v. 4 
And on the queſtion to poſtpone for the purpoſe aforeſaid, the yeas s 
nd nays being required by Mr. Higginſon, 1 
New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * | 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 2 5 iy 
34 Mr. Higginson, nod Cl 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 10 f no 1 
| Mr. Howell, no 1 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntin 8 A 
| „ | Mr. B. . 4 divided. 4 
New-York, Mr. Duane, © a> * 4% 
 New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, OT th 
1 : Mr. Clark, | as Ji. 
Mr. Condict, no) 4 
bi Pennsylvantia, Mr. Montgomery, ay 5 1 
. Mr. Peters, ay * | 
in Maryland, Mr. Me Henry, ay & 1 
e- Virginia,” - eee. an, no 5 3 1 
le | 8 | Mr. A. Lee, "Woh 1 
ry North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, TT Fs 4. 
he 5 Mr. Williamson, ay JS it 
n. South. Carolina, f Mr. Tzard, . wt B 
ed. | Mr. Beresford, ay J ;F 
of o the queſtion was loſt. + 
A motion was then made by Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, af. . 
- [the words, „ to take up ſuch notes,” to add, © as they become due.” 1 
ni. And on the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays 1 
and ing required by Mr. Higginſon, | Sy 1 
nts New-Hampshbire, Mr. Foster, no & | ſl 
ſaid Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no | 'o 
ica, „ ; Mr. Higginson, no 5 1 on 
Lent Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no ? 1g. Wl | 
LY F Mr. Howell, ws Oy 1 
BE Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, nod q 
Mr. . | Mr. B. Huntington, 923 A 
t of New-York, Mr. Duane, ay > * v1 
nder New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay} 94 
mor Mr. Clark, 2 5 
ſh 
bl: | Mr. Condict, no Ro 
enue, Penngylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay 9 
* | Mr. Peters, 4 5 % \q 
al Maryland, Mr. M* Henry, ay > * w\ 
public Virginia, Mr. Bland, 9 1 
. Mr. A. Lee, ay 8 1 
0L VIII. — Wn - EY 1 
| 


230 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. + 


 North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 

- Mr. Williamson, 4 5 V 
Soutb- Carolina, Mr. 1zerd, ay 9 
Mr. Beresford, ay V tc 


So the queſtion was loſt, 
———_ OO A—_— 0 
WEDNESDAY, July 30, 1788. 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
which was under debate yeſterday ; and a motion of Mr. Hawkins, ſe. 
conded by Mr. Bland, the farther conſideration thereof being poſtponed, 
A motion was made by Mr. Hawkins, ſeconded by Mr. Bland, in 
the words following: | 

The ſuperintendant of finance having reported to Congreſs, that the 
receivers in the ſeveral ſtates, have long ſince been inſtructed, to take 
all notes ſigned by the ſuperintendant of finance, in payment of taxes; 
and alſo to take up all ſuch notes whenever tendered, if they have pub- 

lic money in their hands. Ordered that the above be publiſhed, 

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Ellery, to 
amend the above motion, by ſtriking out the words, © ordered tha 
the above be publiſhed,” and in lieu thereof, inſerting © Resolved, Tha 
the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to publiſh the purport of his 
inſtructions to the receivers of the continental taxes, authorizing and 

directing them, to receive notes iſſued by him in payment of taxes, te 
the end that the holders of ſuch notes be informed in what mannet 
they may receive payment.” And on the queſtion to agree to thi: 
motion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Howell, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no | 
19 Mr. Higginson, "na oy i 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ettery, e R 
1 Mr. Howell, Vs * N 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, nod A | 
5 5 Mr. B. Huntington, 2 mY T f 
New-York, Mr. Duane, no = M 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, af}. 4 
| | Mr. Clark, 42 3 fl 
8 „ Mr. Condict, 1 * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, no 
FVV V po 
Maryland, © Mr. Me Henry, no c = 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, . Mr. 
Ro Mr. Lee, ay 4 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay >.#---: 1 a 
South-Carolina, Mr. IJzard, a 3 
Mr. Beresford, 1 divided. mee 


So the queſtion was laſt, ; 

A motion was then made by Mr. M*Henry, ſeconded by Mr.! 

ters, to poſtpone the main queſtion, in order to take up the follow. 
motion. | 25 

| Whereas it is alleged that the inſtructions given by the ſuperin" 
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lant of finance, to the receivers of continental taxes in the ſeveral 
ates, to take all notes ſigned by him in payment of taxes; and alſo 
to take up all ſuch notes whenever tendered, if they have public money 
in their hands, are not generally known: Resolved, That the ſuperin- 
tendant of finance take order for the better information of the citizens 
of the ſeveral ſtates, reſpecting the ſaid notes: | 

And on the queſtion to poſtpone for this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. Peters, 1 


Mew -Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, nod, 
; | Mr. Higginson, oo of 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, "04 
, ES 0 Mr. Howell | 2 
k Connecticut, r. S. Huntington, no „% 
' OS, Mr. B. Huntington, 2 . 
1 New-York, Mr. Duane, no > * 
 New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, oy} 
e Mr. Clark, a” 
: | | Mr. Condict, ay 
5 Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay? 
| IT Mr. Peters ayS % 
| 5 9 
* Maryland, Mr. M* Henry, ay > * 
17 Virginia, Mr. Bland, no „ 
met : g 5 + divided: 
this : 8 Mr. Lee, ay 
Nortb-Carolixa, Mr. Hawkins, no > * 
Soutk-Carolink; Mr. 1zard, 5 a _ 
Mr. Beresford, no 


So the queſtion was loſt. 3 
The main queſtion being amended, was agreed to as follows: 5 
The ſuperintendant of finance having reported to Congreſs, “ that 
the receivers in the ſeveral ſtates have long ſince been inſtructed to 
tike all notes ſigned by the ſuperintendant of finance in payment of 
taxes; and alſo to take up all ſuch notes whenever tendered, if they 
lave public money in their hands.” 8 „„ 
Ordered, That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to publiſh 
tie above information. . fs e 
„ Fripar, August l, 1783. 
A motion having been made yeſterday by Mr. Read, ſeconded by 
Mr, M*«Henry, . J 5 | 
That on the the preſident ſhall adjourn Congreſs, to meet 
at Philadelphia, on there to continue until the laſt Monday 
n October next, at which time the preſident ſhall adjourn Congreſs, to 
meet at Annapolis on the Friday following, unleſs Congreſs ſhall be- 
Tre that time have determined otherwiſe. | ' 
On motion made by Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, the 
hregoing motion being taken up, and the firſt blank being filled with 
the words, 6 eighth day of Auguſt inſtant,” and the ſecond blank with 
7 words, “ twelfth of Auguſt inſtant.” A motion was made by Mr. 
land, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, to ſtrike out the words, “ there ta 


which ſhall be collected againſt them, to be tried under the juriſdictio 
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continue until the laſt Monday in Oftober next, at which time the pre. 
ſident ſhall adjourn Congreſs, to meet at Annapolis on the Friday fol. 
lowing, unleſs Congreſs ſhall before that time have determined other. 
wile”: | | 
And on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays be. 
ing required by Mr. M<Henry, | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 71 divided 
By, Mr. Higginson, ay 8 
Rhode-Island, %  - noF 
| Mr. Howell, „ 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 
. Mr. B. Huntington, nod no 
New-York, Mr. Duane, nog | : 
New-FJersey, Mr. Boudinot, 2 3 
"= TY 5 Mr. Clark, 2 divided. , 
Pennsylvenia, Mr. Montgomery, no : 
„( oo ON h 
Maryland, Mr. M*Henry, ay Þ * | 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, noQ 1:4; 
7 Mr. Lee, je 5 ivided. bl 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, Wy: 
| Mr. Williamson, a © divided, 
 South-Carolina, Mr. Izard, ay 
| Mr. Read, 4 wad 


So the words were ſtruck out. | 
On motion of Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 
Ordered, That Wedneſday next be aſſigned for the farther conli 


deration of the motion. | 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. AM un; 
Lee and Mr. Higginſon, to whom was referred a letter of 24th July in 
from fir Guy Carleton, with ſundry communications accompanying iis 
the ſame. 5 TS 1 | OE. | f on her; 

Resolved, That the preſident inform fir Guy Carleton, commandeſ thei 
in chief of the Britiſh forces at New-York, that the United States 1 nec 
Congreſs aſſembled, have conſidered the communications which he h 7 
been pleaſed to make in his letter of the 24th July laſt, relative 1M into 
certain perſons ſuſpected of forging and paſſing the notes iſſued fron Ty 


the office of finance of the United States 1 

That they preſume his excellency will give orders that ſuch of thi 
perſons, ſubjects of any of theſe United States, as are or may be i 
cuſtody, on a charge of having made or paſſed within any of the Un 
ted States, counterfeits either of the notes or paper bills of the Unite 
States or any of them, ſhall be delivered up together with the proc 


to whom the cognizance of their crimes belongs: that a guard {bal 

attend at the time and place to be appointed by him, for the purpoſ 
of receiving and ſecuring ſuch of the criminals as fall under the abo 
deſcription : and that with regard to further enquiries, and to crimina 
who are not amenable to any of theſe United States, Congreſs ha) 


entire confidence that juſtice will be done, and ſuch attrocious offen- 
ders brought to condign puniſhment. 1 
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday. 
5 5 
MovDar, August 4, 1783. X 
Five ſtates only attended, namely, Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, New- 


Maryland Mr. M'Henry, and from the ſtate of Virginia Mr, Mercer. 
ToesDAr, August 5, 1783. 
The agent of marine, to whom was referred a reſolution of the houſe 


of delegates of the ſtate of Virginia of 26th of June, 1783, reported, 
That although it is an object highly deſirable, to eſtabliſh a reſ- 


adviſeable to purchaſe ſhips for the preſent, nor until the ſeveral ſtates 


arſenals, and for the ſupport of the naval ſervice, as ſhall enable the 
United States to eſtabliſh their marine upon a permanent and reſpeCta- 
ble footing. „ 5 9 
Resolved, That Congreſs agree to' the report. 

WEDNESDAY, August 6, 1783. 


and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a memorial of Kelelamund, 
las John Killbuck, an Indian chief. 5 

Resolved, That the memorial of Kelelamund, alias John Killbuck, 
be referred to the ſuperintendant of finance and ſecretary at war, who 
ue hereby directed to take order for ſupplying this faithful Indian 
ud his family, and other friendly Indians at Fort-Pitt with clothin 
and neceſſaries; and whenſoever it ſhall be agreeable to Kelelamund and 
is family to remove into the Indian country, the ſecretary at war is 
tereby dire&ed to order proviſions, and other neceſſary ſupplies for 
their journey, and a guard for their protection, if the ſame ſhall be 


ont 


r. A 


July 
nyin 


jandet 


ates i neceſſary. 1 PTE EF, e 

he ha That the ſecretary at war be, and he is hereby directed to enquire 
ow toto the numbers and wants of the friendly Indians of the Oneida, 
d fron 


Frintendant, to afford them ſuch ſupplies of clothing out of the ſtock 


of th that article now on hand, as in the opinion of the ſuperintendant 
y be Ml finance and ſecretary at war, ſhall be deemed ſufficient for their 
ze Unicceſſities during the approaching winter. And the ſecretary at war 
Unite 


hereby further directed, to cauſe ſuch articles in the quarter-maſter- 
general's department, as ſhall be uſeful to the ſaid Indians, to be de- 
Tered to them, and alſo a ſufficient number and quantity of arms, 
powder and lead, to enable them to procure their uſual ſubſiſtence by 


e prob 
iſdicho 
ard {hal 


purpogunting. 
ne abo Ordered, That the ſecretary at war, convey to Kelelamund, and the 
riminaßg diefs of the Oneida's, Tuſcarora's, and other northern nations, the 


reſs hal 
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Terſey, North-Carolina and South-Carolina ; and from the ſtate of 
New- Hampſhire Mr. Foſter, from Maſſachuſetts Mr, Holten, from 


pectable marine, yet the ſituation of the public treaſury renders it not 


ſhall grant ſuch funds for the conſtruction of ſhips, docks and naval 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Peters, Mr. Clark 


Tuſcarora and other northern nations, and in conjunction with the ſu- 


— — — = - 


Wl! eſtimation in which Congreſs continue to hold their fidelity and 


—— 
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attachment to the United States, through all the viciſitudes of the 
late war. 
— CD E_ 
THURSDAY, August 7, 1783, 
Mr. Carroll, a delegate for Maryland, and Mr. L'Hommediey, a 
delegate for New-York, attended, and took their ſeats in Congreſs, 
A motion was made by Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. Read, in the 
| words following : | 
| The commander in chief having been onnetiod to attend Congreſs 
1 zs ſoon as he ſhall return from the northward, by a reſolution of the 
0 26th July. 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with him on 
| the peace arrangement ; and that _ be inſtructed to report the pro. 
per manner of receiving him. 
A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Ellery, to 
_ poſtpone the conſideration of the motion, in order to take up the fol. 
. lowing, viz. That a committee be appointed to conſider and report 
| what meaſures are proper to be adopted by Congreſs, with reſped to 
the reception of the commander in chief, on his arrival at Congreſs, 
And on the queſtion to agree to poſtpone for the above PEI the 
N and nays being required by Mr. Howell, 


New -Hampsbi re, Mr. Folter, ay 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, af}: 
2 Mr. Higginson, ay 8 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Howell, 4 D 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 
05 Mr. B. Huntington, 4 oy fa] 
New-York, Mr. Duane, divided. 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, q FO 15 
Ne- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 260 
Mr. Clark, © ar : 
Mr. Condict; no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson, ay) 
Mr. Montgomery, A” 
Mr. Peters, ay) 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, "w PE 
Mr. M Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, oy} 
. e, 25 
Fn no) 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 21 bh 
: Mr. Pilliamson, nod 
South- Carolina, Mr. Izard, no} 
a Mr. Read, no >no 
Mr. Beregors, ay 


So the queſtion was loſt, 
A diviſion of the main queſtion being called for, and on the queſtio 
to agree to the firſt part, as far as the words „“ peace arrangement 
incluſive, the yeas and 4 being required by Mr. Ellery, 


ueſtio 


ment; 
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 New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no > x 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no 
ö Mr. Higginson, wt 12 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Howell, | 4 9 8 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay} _ 

Mr. B. Huntington, 4 Y 
New-York, Mr. Duane, Ds 
| Mr. L' Hommedieu, 4 * 
Nero- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 1 8 
| Mr. Clark, © | 
5 Mr. Condict, ; | 0 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 77 
Mr. Pilson, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Mr. Peters, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
. Mr. Me Henry, 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, 
| Mr. Lee, 
5 Mr. Mercer, 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
es Dy Mr. Williamson, 
South-Carolina, Mr. T1zard, ay | 
: Mr. Nead, ay d ay 
Mr. Beresford, 5 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. | 55 
The latter part of the motion being agreed to, it was reſolved as 
follows: = 3 3 Tie 5 
The commander in chief having been requeſted to attend Congreſs 
33 ſoon as he ſhall return from the northward, by a reſolution of the 
26th July. 35 3 1 : 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with him on 
the peace arrangement; and that they be inſtructed to report the pro- 
per manner of receiving him. 5 „ 85 
Ordered, That the committee conſiſt of five members. 

On motion of Mr. A. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Bland, 

Resolved (unanimouſly, ten ſtates being preſent) That an equeſtri- 
a ſtatue of general Waſhington, be erected at the place where the 
reldence of Congreſs ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 55 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. A. Lee, Mr. Ellſ- 
vorth and Mr. Mifflin, appointed to prepare a plan of an equeſtrian 
latue of the commander in chief. „ 
Resolved, That the ſtatue be of bronze: The general to be repre- 
ſented in a Roman dreſs, holding a truncheon in his right hand, and 
lis head encircled with a laurel wreath. The ſtatue to be ſupported 
by a marble pedeſtal, on which are to be repreſented, in baſſo relievo, 
tte following principal events of the war, in which general Waſhing- 
ton commanded in perſon, viz. The evacuation of Boſton—the cap- 
ure of the Heſſians at Trenton—the battle of Princeton—the action 
a Monmouth, and the ſurrender of York, On the upper part of the 
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front of the pedeſtal, to be engraved as follows : The United States 
in Congreſs aſſembled, ordered this ſtatue to be ereQed in the year of 
our Lord 1783, in bande of George Waſhington, the illuſtrious com. 
mander in chief of the armies of the United States of America, dur. 
ing the war which vindicated and ſecured their * W 
and independence. 

Resolved, That a ſtatue conformable to the above plan, be executed 
by the beſt artiſt in Europe, under the ſuperintendance of the miniſter 
of the United States at the court of Verſailles ; and that money to 
defray the expenſe of the ſame, be furniſhed from the treaſury of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That the ſecretary of Congreſs tranſmit to the miniſie 
of the United States at the court of Verſailles, the beſt reſemblance 
of general Waſhington that can be procured, for the purpoſe of ha. 
ving the above ſtatue erected ; together with the fitteſt deſcription of 
the events, which are to be the ſubje& of the baſſo relievo. 

— ————- eo 
Fripar, August 8, 1783. 

Ordered, That colonel G. Morgan be, and he is hereby authorized 
to engage a houſe for the accommodation of the commander | in chic 
during his attendance on Congreſs. e 

— • > — 
SATURDAY, August 9, 1783. 

On motion of Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. Lee, 

Resolved, That the ſecretary at war be directed to grant furloughs 
to the troops in Maryland and Virginia. 5 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Izard 
and Mr. S. Huntington, to whom were referred a petition of captain 
Clement Goſelin, in behalf of the officers, Canadians and other refu- 
gees, reſiding at Fiſh-kill, in the ſtate of New-York, to the number ot 
80 men and women, befides children ; and the letter from brigadier- 
general Hazen and others, 

Resolved, That it be, and is hereby recommended to the ſtate of 
New-York, to receive the officers and men under the above deſcription, 
agreeably to the prayer of their petition, as citizens of the ſaid ſtate. 

Resolved, That the officers of the regiment lately commanded by 
brigadier-generat Hazen, who at the commencement of the war, were 
inhabitants of Canada, ſhall continue to receive their former ſubſil- 
tence, until the further order of Congreſs : and that each of the men, 
women and children, referred to in the petition of the ſaid officers, {hall 
reſpectively receive a ration per day for their ſubſiſtence, until ſuch 
further order. 

Resolved, That the er appointed to ſettle the public ac 
counts for the ſtate of New-Vork, be authorized and directed, to ſet 

tle the claims for advances repreſented to have been made by the ſaid 
officers, for the uſe of the United States, and report the ſame 
Congreſs. | 

— C> — 
Movpar, August 11, 1783. 
On motion of Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, Congreſs came 
to the following reſolution: a 
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Congreſs having been informed by the communication of a letter 
from the pay-maſter-general, that he hath not been able to obtain the 
accounts of iſſues neceſſary for ſettling the accounts of the army, 
though he hath repeatedly requeſted the ſame from the head of the 
ſuing department. 

Resolved, That Charles Stewart, late commiſſary- general of iſſues, 
be directed immediately ta furniſh the pay-maſter-general with the ac- 
counts of iſſues to the ſeveral officers, i in order that their accounts may 
de ſpeedily ſettled and adjuſted. 

On motion of Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Lee, 

Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to report 
as ſoon as may be, on the letters of the 16th and 18th June laſt, from 
the commiſſioner for ſettling the accounts between the United States 
2nd the ſtate of Pennſylvania, referred to the ſaid ſuperintendant: and 
that he al ſo report a copy of ſuch inſtructions, as have heretofore been 
given from his office, to the commiſſioners for ſettling the accounts 
between the United States and each particular ſtate, 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Mercer 
and Mr. Higginſon, to whom was referred a petition of John Irwin, 
late deputy commiſſary of iſſues. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition from John Irwin, late de- 
wty commiſſary of iſſues for the weſtern department, “ that certifi- 
cates may iſſue for the balance of pay due to himſelf and his aſſiſtants,“ 
annot be granted, until all their accounts with the * ſhall be | 
pally ſettled by the proper officers. 


— CD _—_— 


ard TUESDAY, August 12, „„ | 

un On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Higginſon, Mr. 
1 Lark and Mr. Read, to whom was referred an addreſs from the inha- 
* litants of New-Brunſwick and its vicinity: 


Resolved, That the preſident inform the inhabitants of New · Brunſ 
nick and its vicinity, that Congreſs with pleaſure receive their con- 
Fatulations on the glorious and happy ſucceſs of the war, are obliged 
the affeckion and reſpect for the federal government, expreſſed in 
tir addreſs, and highly approve their patriotic diſpoſition to promote 
Ider, harmony and peace throughout the United States. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. M*<Henry, Mr. Williamſon and 
Ir, Clark, to whom was referred a petition of Dr. Dirk Van Ingen, 
mying that depreciation may be allowed him in the ſettlement of his 
Kount ; report, 

„That as Dr. Van Ingen, who ſerved for ſome years as 1 
the continental hoſpital, appears by his petition to have been reda- 
d as a ſupernumerary before the 10th of April, 1780, and as no de- 
ciation has been allowed to officers who left the ſervice before that 
nod, Dr. Van Ingen's claim cannot be admitted without the in- 
igement of the rule eſtabliſhed by Congreſs.” 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 

0n motion of Mr. M Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Carroll, 

Solved, That the conſideration of the report of a committee, to 
om was referred a letter of the 20th June laſt, from the ſuperinten. 
A of finance, with the * encloſed, relative to certain proceed- 
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ings of the ſtate of Maryland, be poſtponed, that the delegates fron 


Maryland may have an opportunity to receive information from the l. 
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giſtature, reſpecting the ſubject- matter thereof. 


ell, 


PCR 
EO WEDNESDAY, August 13, 17838. 
A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Ellery, 
„That the reſolution paſſed yeſterday, in anſwer to the addreſs of 
the inhabitants of New-Brunſwick and its vicinity, be re-conſidered, in 
order to ſtrike out the word “e government,” following the word fede. 
ral, and to inſert in its ſtead, the word “ union.“ And on the quel. 
tion for re · conſidering, the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Hoy. 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 0 divided 
Mr. Hizginson, — 88 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 4 
Mr. Howell, ayS * 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 
Mr. B. Huntington, my * 
New-York, Mr. Duane, no) 
Mr. L' Hom medien, = 5 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
Mr. Glark, - © no > no 
Mr. Condict, wh 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson, 5 
Mr. Montgomery, no ꝙ no 
| Mr. Niers, no 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 7 w 
| Mr. M Henry, no . 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, | wy divided, 
Mr. Lee, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no! 
=, Mr. Williamson, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Jzard. no | 
| Mr. Read, - a5 
Mr. Beresford, no) 


So it paſſed in the negative. „ . 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr. Wilſon, M 
Izard, Mr. Duane and Mr. Carroll, to whom was referred a motic 
of Mr. Williamſon, reported the draught of an “ ordinance prohib! 
ing the ſettlement and purchaſe of certain lands, which was read 
frſt time: 33 5 15 OS” 

Ordered, That Friday next be aſſigned for a ſecond reading of tl 
| ſaid ordinance. 5 TR 1 

Agreeable to the order of the day, Congreſs took into conſiderati 
a motion made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Bland, in the o 
following: © Resolved, That on the 15th inſtant, the preſident adjou 
Congreſs to meet at Philadelphia, on the 21ſt inſtant.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Read, ſeconded by Mr. Carroll, 
poſtpone the conſideration of the foregoing motion, in order to t | 
up the following 5 | 
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% Whereas the reſolution of Saturday the 21ſt day of June laſt, en- 
bling the preſident to ſummon Congreſs to meet at Trenton or Prince- 
ton, on Thurſday then next following, had for its object, that further 
and more effectual meaſures might be taken for ſuppreſſing the then 
cxiſting revolt of certain troops of the Pennſylvania line, and main- 
taining the dignity and authority of the United States : And where- 
x it is no longer found neceſſary or expedient that Congreſs ſhould 
continue at Princeton. | 

« Resolved, That on Friday the 15th inſtant, the preſident do ad- 
journ Congreſs to meet on Monday next the 21ſt, at the city of Phi- 
adelphia 3 and that on the ſecond Monday in October next, the pre- 
fdent do in like manner adjourn Congreſs, to meet on the Monday 
following, at Annapolis, in the ſtate of Maryland, unleſs Congreſs 
ſhall in the mean time order otherwiſe.” ES 

And on the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being requir- 
« by Mr. Wilſon, EY, | 


 New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Mas sacbusetts, Mr. Molten, no | 
85 Mr. Higginson, no no 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no 
. Mr. Howell, = _ 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no) 
Mr. B. Huntington, no 5 828 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay? divided 
EO Mr. L' Hommedieu, St „ 
Ner- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
Mr. Clark, no > no 
Mr. Condict, 5 ; 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson, ay} 
| Mr. Montgomery, 10 
Mr. Peters, 1 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 2 : 
1 Mr. M* Henry, ay$ 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, no 5 
| Mr. A. Lee, no 7? 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 5 divided. 
M Oe Mr. Williamson, ay MTs 
4. South-Carolina, Mr. 1zard, ay) 
"I = OY Mr. Read, 5 fo 
* Mr. Beresford, no. 


do the queſtion was loſt. | 

On motion of the delegates of Pennſylvania, Es 

Ordered, That the farther conſideration of the original motion bs 

Pliponed, in order that the following declaration made by one of the 
flegates from Pennſylvania this morning, in his place, be entered on 

tte journal, VIZ. | 
2 The delegates of Pennſylvania are authorized by the preſident and 

Wuncil of that ſtate, to declare in the moſt reſpectful terms to Con- 

Fels, that their return to Philadelphia is ſincerely deſired by the pre- 


Ide and council, as an event which would give them the greateſt 
atisfa ion. | | 5 


of tl 


eratil 
2 WO 
adjou 
roll, 
to | 
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The conſideration of the original motion was again reſumed, and 

after further debate, an adjournment was called for and agreed to. 
— CD — 
THURSDAY, August 14, 1783. 

| Mr. Elbridge Gerry, a delegate for the {tate of Maflachuſetty, at. 
tended, and took his feat. 

Congreſs having reſumed the conſideration of the motion of Mr, 
Howell, which was under debate yeſterday. 

A motion was made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. B. Hunting. 
ton, that the farther conlideration of the ſame be poſtponed. 


And on the queſtion for * the 1 and * being n 
ed by Mr. Howell, 


 New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, ay > #® 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no 
„ . Mr. Higginson, 8 ah: 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Howell, no * 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay} _ 
1 . Mr. B. Huntington, 4. oY 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 
„ Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay 10 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
e Mr. Clark, no na 
„„ Mr. Condict, | =| 
Pennsylvania, Mr, en, ar} 
e 5 Mr. Montgomery, 9 fo 
ol Mr. Peters, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 21 Ft 
„ Mr. Me Henry, ay 7 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, — 5 
. , no 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no? ,.. 
„5 Mr. Villiamson, 1 divides. 
| South-Carolina, Mr. 1zard, ay 
e Mr. Read, a” 
Mr, Wegen, no 


80 the queſtion was loſt, 


On the queſtion to agree to the main | queſtion, x the your: _d nay 
being required by Mr. Wilſon, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no 8 * 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, „ h 5 
n Mr. Higginson, 10 
Nbode-Island, Mr. Howell, no > * 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 5 
5 Mr. B. Huntington, 24 
New-York, Mr. Duane, nod, 
3 | Mr. L' Hommedieu, no\ 
News-FJersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
Mr. Clarl, no e n 


Mr. Condiet, no 


Pennsylvania, 


M aryland, 
Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
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Wilson, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 
Carroll, 

Me Henry, 
Bland, 

Lee, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Tzard, 
Read, 


2 
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ay 


divided. 


5 no 
Mr. Beresford, 39 
o the queſtion was loſt, 
— > — 8 
Frrvar, August 15, 1783. 

Aletter, of Auguſt 12th, from major-general R. Howe, encloſing 
the proceedings of a general court-martial, on the trials of ſerjeants 
Nagle and Morriſon, for mutiny, having been read. 

Resolved, That the preſident inform major-general Howe, that it 
is the vleaſure of Congreſs, that the execution of the ſentences againſt 
the ſeveral offenders who have been convicted of mutiny by the gene- 
nl court-martial now fitting at Philadelphia, be ſuſpended, until ten 
lays after a full report of all the proceedings of the ſaid court-martial 
reſpecting the mutiny, ſhall have been laid before Congreſs, of which 
tbe preſident ſhall give general Howe official information. 

Monpar, August 18, 1783. 

On motion of Mr. A. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, 
Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance lay before Congreſs, 
a eſtimate of the foreign and domeſtic debt due from the United 
Mates, together with the intereſt on the ſame to become due in 1784. 

— 828922 —— 
Tos DAT, August 19, 1783. 

A motion was made by Mr. A. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, 

That the ſuperintendant of finance lay before Congreſs, an account 
i the annual intereſt that was payable in Europe on loan-office cer- 
licates, together with an account of the bills drawn for the payment 
af ſuch intereſt, for the year 1782, and the ſums retained in France 
for that purpoſe, On which the yeas and nays being required by 


| nay 


Mr, Lee, 
New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay F ay 
Mr. Higginson, q: 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 21 4 
3 Mr. Howell, ay 4 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 4 
Mr. B. Huntington, ay 2 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 


Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay 9 


242 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 


New-TJersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
| Mr. Clark, 2 * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay & * 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, ay 
5185 Mr. Mercer, ay Pay 
© Fn Mr. Lee, ay | 
 North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay divided 
| 5 1 Mr. Williamson, . n 
2 acts Mr. Hard, 4 5 


Mr. Beresford, ay 


80 it paſſed 1 in the affirmative, 
——_— > 
Txuxs bar, August 21, 1783. 
On motion of Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Bland: 
Whereas it is ſtipulated in the 7 th article of the preliminaries, 
agreed upon the 30th day of November, 1782, between the plenipo- 
tentiaries of his Britannic majeſty and of the United States, “ that 
the king of Great-Britain ſhall order, and caule all archives, records, 
deeds and papers belonging to any of the ſaid ſtates, or their citizens, 
| which in the courſe of the war may have fallen into the hands of his 
officers, to be forthwith reſtored, and delivered to the proper ſtates and 
zerfons to whom they belong.” 
Resolved, That the commander in chief be directed to make ap- 
plication to his Britannic majeſty's generals, commanding at Neu- 
York and Quebec, for the immediate delivery, to perſons authorized 
to receive them, of all archives, records, deeds and papers belonging 
to any of the United States, or to any of their citizens, which may 
have fallen into the hands of any of his Britannic majeſty” S officers 
during the courſe of the war. 
Ordered, That copies of the foregoing reſolution be ſent | to the ſe· 
veral ſtates. N 


— — +D——_» 2 
Monpar, August 25, 1783. 
| Congreſs being informed of the arrival of the commander in in e 
in the neighbourhood of Princeton : 
Ordered, That he have an audience in Congreſs to-morrow at 
twelve 0 clock. | | 
n August 26, 1783, 
1 to order, general Waſhington attended, and being intro- 
duced by two members, the preſident addreſſed him as follows: 


"7 RM 
' CONGRESS feel particular pleaſure in ſeeing your 3 and 
in congratulating you on the ſucceſs of a war, in which you have act 
ſo conſpicuous a part. 
It has been the ſingular happineſs of the United States, chad during 
2 war ſo long, ſo dangerous, and ſo important, Providence has been 
graciouſly pleaſed to preſerve the life of a general, who has merite 
and poſſeſſed the uninterrupted confidence and affeQion of his fellow- 
| Citizens. In other nations many have performed ſervices, for which 
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they have deſerved and received the thanks of the public. But to you, 
iir, peculiar praiſe is due. Your ſervices bave been eſſential in acquir- 
ing and eſtabliſhing the freedom and independence of your country. 
They deſerve the grateful acknowledgments of a free and independent 
nation. Thoſe acknowledgments, Congreſs have the ſatisfaction of 
expreſſing to your excellency. _ | | 

HFoſtilities have now ceaſed, but your country {till needs your ſervi- 
des. She wiſhes to avail herſelf of your talents in forming the ar- 
rangements which will be neceſſary for her in the time of peace. For 
this reaſon your attendance at Congreſs has been requeſted. A com- 
mittee is appointed to confer with your excellency, and to receive your 
aſſiſtance in preparing and digeſting plans relative to thoſe important 
objects. | 1 | 


To which his excellency made the following reply. 
MR. PRESIDENT, FC 5 

I AM too ſenſible of the honourable reception I have now experi- 
enced, not to be penetrated with the deepeſt feelings of gratitude. 

Notwithſtanding Congreſs appear to eſtimate the value of my life 
beyond any ſervices, I have been able to render the United States, 
yet I muſt be permitted to conſider the wiſdom and unanimity of our 
national councils, the firmneſs of our citizens and the patience and 
bravery of our troops, which have produced ſo happy a termination of 
the war, as the moſt conſpicuous effect of the divine interpoſition, and 
the ſureſt preſage of our future happineſs. © 

Highly gratified by the favourable ſentiments which Congreſs are 
pleaſed to expreſs of my paſt conduct, and amply rewarded by the con- 
hdence and affection of my fellow-citizens ; I cannot hefitate to con- 
tribute my beſt endeavours towards the eſtabliſhment of the national 
ſecurity in whatever manner the ſovereign power may think proper to 
direct, until the ratification of the definitive treaty of peace, or the 
linal evacuation of our country by the Britiſh forces; after either of 
which events, I ſhall aſk permiſſion to retire to the peaceful ſhade of 
private life. 0 Ou . 1 3 

Perhaps ſir, no occaſion may offer more ſuitable than the preſent to 
expreſs my humble thanks to God, and my grateful acknowledgments 
to my country, for the great and uniform ſupport I have received in 
every viciſſitude of fortune, and for the many diſtinguiſhed honors 
As Congreſs have been pleaſed to confer upon me in the courſe of 
m war... | I os, 


B % ꝓ Y 27, 1783, --:-- 

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, that 
Congreſs will, on Friday next, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the 
whole, to take into conſideration what powers exiſt in Congreſs, by 
the confederation, for the purpoſe of forming a military peace eſta- 


blſhment, | = . | 

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Ellery, to 
imend, by inſerting after © confideration,” the words“ whether any 
ind,” and on the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and 
lays being required by Mr. Ellery, 
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New-Humpsbire, Mr. Foster, G>*: 
Aassachusetts, Mr. Holten, . 
Mr. Higginson, ay £ vide. 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, wt 1 
Mr. Howell, 4 * 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 
= Mr. B. eee no f divided 
Neu- Tor, Mr. Duane, 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, a ot n 
New-Jerse Mr. Boudinot 
8 Mr. Condict, 0 oy W 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, 0 = 
Mr. Peters, no 9 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, my o 
Mr. M Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, no] 
| Mr. Madison, ay | 
2 Mr. Bland, no no 
Mr. Lee, 0 
BE Mr. Mercer, no 
 North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 
Mr. Pilliamson, 0 — 5 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Read, divid a 
Mr. Beresford, whe "OO 


So the queſtion was loſt. 

A motion was made by Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded bs”? Mr. Read, to 
poſtpone the conſideration of the main queſtion, in order to conhider 
the following propoſition, = 
That on Friday next, Congreſs will go into a committee of the 
Whole, to conſider the queſtion of a peace eſtabliſhment ; and on the 
queſtion to poſtpone for the purpoſe aforeſaid, the yeas and nays be- 
ing required by Mr. Holten, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
 Massacousetts, Mr. Higginson, 27 wy 
Mr. Holten, no ; 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, 21 Rs 
Mr. Howell, . 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 
Mr. B. Huntington, no 5 . 
New-York, Mr. Duane, DIY > Ji 
Mr. L'Hommedieu, 21 = 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot a ; 
To Mr. Condict, A A: aan, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay} __ 
8 Mr. Ps. F wo * 
Maryland. Mr. Carroll, v4 8 
Mr. M' Henry, ay of 
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Virginia, | Mr. Jones, e 
Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, no >ay 
Mr. Lee, no 
Mr. Mercer, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay? 
W Mr. Williamson, a 
South-Carolina, -Mr. Read, ay 


Mr. Beresford, aN % 
So the queſtion was loſt. 
| 3 THURSDAY, August 28, 1783. 
The delegates for Pennſylvania laid before Congreſs an extract from 


the minutes of the general aſſembly of that ſtate, which was read, and 
is as follows: 


- 


— 


State of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly, August 25, 1783, A. N. 
Agreeable to the order of the day, the houſe went into the conſi- 
leration of the report on the ſubje& of national credit, read Auguſt 
22d inſtant 3 whereupon, . | 
Resolved unanimously, That Mr. Ruſh, Mr. Whitehill and Mr. 
Hoge, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill conformable to 
the reſolution of Congreſs of April 18th, 1783, inſerting a clauſe for 
repealing the act entitled, © An act to veſt in the Congreſs of the Uni- 
ted States, a power to levy duties of five per centum ad valorem, on 
certain goods and merchandize imported into this commonwealth, and 
m prizes and prize goods condemned in the court of admiralty of this 
late, after the 1ſt day of May, 1781, and for appropriating the ſame.” 
Resolved unanimously, That the meaſures Congreſs have taken in 
their reſolution of the 18th of April laſt, to ſupport and eſtabliſh pub- 
lc and national credit, meet with the approbation of this houſe, and 
they will appropriate ſubſtantial and permanent funds, by taxes or 
itherwiſe, for ſupplying the continental treaſury, with their quota as 
aligned in ſaid reſolution. 8 1 
Resolved unanimously, That this houſe do hereby authorize and di- 
ect their delegates in Congreſs, or any two of them to join with the 
lelegates of the other ſtates in Congreſs aſſembled, and properly au- 
torized, in revoking and making void ſo much of the 8th article of 
Ontederation and perpetual union, between the thirteen States of 
America, as is contained in the following words, viz. © All charges 
dt war, and all other expenſes that ſhall be incurred for the common 
fence or general welfare, and allowed hy the United States in Con- 
Fes aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a common treaſury, which 
ul be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates, in proportion to the value of all 
ad within ſuch ſtate granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon as ſuch 
nd, and the buildings and improvements thereon, ſhall be eſtimated 
Cording to ſuch mode as the United States in Congreſs aſſembled 
lall, from time to time, direct and appoint.” And in place thereof to 


bſtitute the words following, viz. 


,to 
der 
the 
the 
be- 


All charges of war, and all other expenſes that have been or ſhall. 


ncurred for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed 


—— 
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by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, except ſo far as ſhall be 
otherwiſe provided for, ſhall-be defrayed out of a common treaſury, 
which ſhall he ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion to the whole 
numder of white and other free citizens and inhabitants of every age, 
ſex and condition, including thoſe bound to ſervitude for a term of 
years, and 3ths of all other perſons not comprehended in the foregoing 
deſcription, except Indians not paying taxes in each ſtate, which num, 
ber ſhall be triennally taken and tranſmitted to the United States in | 
Congreſs aſſembled, in ſuch mode as they ſhall dire& and appoint,” 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Mercer 
and Mr. Holten, to whom was referred a letter of the 10th Auguſt, 
from captain Winthrop Serjeant. 8 

Resolved, That captain Winthrop Serjeant be, and he is herehy pro- 
moted to the rank of major by bre vet in the army of the United States. 

The ordinance for prohibiting the ſettlement and purchaſe of cer. 
tain lands, was read a ſecond time : | | 
Ordered, That it be referred to a grand committee. 
Far, August 29, 1783. . 

A letter, of the 25th, from Joſeph Bullock, one of the late man- 
gers of the lottery was read, ſtating that, “among the dead letters in 
the hands of the poſt-maſter-general, are ſeveral packets containing 
tickets and letters; that the lottery accounts being now in the hands 
of the public auditors, thoſe vouchers are abſolutely neceſſary in the 
ſettlement of the ſame ;” whereupon, 0 4 

Ordered, That the packets aforeſaid be delivered free to the ſaid 
Joſeph Bullock. 27. 55 OY | 
| — > — . 

 Monnar, September 1, 1783. 5 

An act of the general aſſembly of Connecticut, authorizing the de- 
legates of that ſtate, to agree to an alteration in the 8th of the arti- 
cles of confederation as recommended by the act of the 18th of April - 
laſt, was laid before Congreſs and read, as follows : | 


nnn At a General Assembly of the Governor and Company of od 
2 I. 8. the State of Connecticut, holden at Hartford in then: 
2 Le 8. 2 said State, on the 2d Thursday of May, Anno Domini h 
1783. | I | | | | 
Whereas the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, on the 18ti 
day of April, 1783, among other things reſolved, that a more conve 
nient and certain rule of aſcertaining the proportions to be ſuppliec 
by the ſtates reſpeQively, to the common treaſury, the following al 
teration in the articles of confederation and perpetual union, betwetl 
| theſe ſtates, he, and the ſame is hereby agreed to in Congreſs : an 
the ſeveral ſtates are adviſed to authorize their reſpective delegates 
ſubſcribe and ratify the ſame, as part of the ſaid inſtrument of unio 
in the words following, viz. So much of the 8th of the articles of confede 
ration and perpetual union between the thirteen States of America, as 
contained in the words following, to wit: „ All charges of war, at 
all other expenſes that ſhall be incurred for the common defence © 
general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congreſs alle 


* 
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pled, ſhall be defrayed out of a common treaſury, which ſhall be ſup- 
plied by the ſeveral ſtates, in proportion to the value of all lands with- 
in each ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon as ſuch land, and 
the buildings and improvements thereon, ſhall be eſtimated according 
to ſuch mode as the United States in Congreſs aſſembled ſhall, from 
time to time, direct and appoint,” is hereby reveied and made void, 
ind in place thereof it is declared and concluded, the ſame having 
been agreed to in a Congreſs of the United States, “ that all charges 
of war, and other expenſes that have been or ſhall be incurred for the 
common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the United States 
in Congreſs aſſembled, except ſo far as ſhall be otherwiſe provided 
for, ſhall be defrayed out of a common treaſury, which ſhall be ſup- 
lied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion to the whole number of white 
ind other free citizens and inhabitants of every age, ſex and condi- 
ton, including thoſe bound to ſervitude for a term of years, and three 
ifths of all other perſons not comprehended in the foregoing deſcrip- 
tion, except Indians not paying taxes in each ſtate, which number 
hall be triennally taken and tranſmitted to the United States in Con- 
weſs aſſembled, in ſuch mode as they ſhall direct and appoint.” 
It is reſolved, and enacted by this affembly, that the delegates of 
this ſtate, in the Congreſs of the United States, or any two or more 
of them be, and they are hereby fully authorized and empowered on 
behalf of this ſtate, to ſubſcribe and ratify the aforerecited alteration in 
the 8th of the articles of confederation and perpetual-union between 
the United States of America, as a part of the {aid inſtrument of union.” 
The delegates for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, laid before Congreſs 
lundry reſolutions of the general aſſembly of that ſtate, which were 
rad and ordered to be entered on the journal as follows: LS 


(State of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly, Friday, August 29, 
| 1783, A. A. ns 55 

The report of the committee appointed to conſider of the moſt eli- 
ble means for the accommodation of Congreſs, ſhould that honorable 
body determine to reſide within this ſtate, read Auguſt 27th inſtant, 
Ns read the ſecond time ; whereupon, PE 15 
Resolved unanimously, That until Congreſs ſhall determine upon 
de place of their permanent reſidence, it would be highly agreeable 
b this houſe, if that honorable body ſhould deem it expedient to re- 
urn to and continue in the city of Philadelphia; in which caſe they 
er to Congreſs the different apartments in the ſtate-houſe and ad- 
Rent buildings which they formerly occupied for the purpoſe of tranſ- 

King the national buſineſs therein. | . FO 
Resolved unanimously, That this houſe will take effectual meaſures 
w enable the executive of the ſtate to afford ſpeedy and adequate ſup. 
ort and protection to the honor and dignity of the United States in 
longreſs, and the perſons of thoſe compoſing the ſupreme council of 
ie nation aſſembled in this city. Fo | 
Resolved unanimously, That as this houſe is ſincerely diſpoſed to 
ender the permanent reſidence of Congreſs in this ſtate, commodious 
ind agreeable to that honorable body, the delegates of this ſtate 
* inſtructed, to requeſt that Congreſs will be pleaſed to define what 
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juriſdiction they deem neceſſary to be veſted in them, in the place 
. wherein they ſhall permanently reſide,” 


THURSDAY, September 4, 1783. Of 

Major-general Howe having tranſmitted to the preſident, “ a full re. 
port of the proceedings of the court-martial reſpecting the late mutiny,” 

Ordered, That they be laid before Congreſs on Tueſday next, 


Frrvar, September 5, 1783. 


A motion was made by Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 


That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to lay before Con. 
greſs, an account of all the public monies which have been applied at 
home and abroad to the purchaſe of clothing for the army ſince his 
coming into office ; together with an account of what part of ſuch 


clothing has been received, and how it has been diſpoſed of. 


On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Lee, 38 e 


New-Huampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay > ® 
Massachusetts, Mr, Gerry, ay 
| Mr. Holten, 42 
Mr. Higginson, ay 
_ Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
5 Mr. Howell, 8 el * 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay? 
| Mr. B. Huntington, 5 2 
New-York, | Mr. Duane, '-.- "ay | 
EE, Mr. L'Hommedieu, ay © 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay > * 
Pennsylvanig, Mr. Pilson, ay 
Mr. Montgomery, 295 
Mr. Peters, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, _ 7 
8 1 i . Mr. M. Henry, 4 divides. 
Virginia, © Mr. Bland, ay 
Mr. Lee, 42 
: 7 Mr. Mercer, * "M8; 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay > * 
South-Carolina, Mr. Izard, = 
| | Mr. Read, ay >ay 
Mr. Beresford, ay) 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative 
On motion of Mr. Lee, {ſeconded by Mr. Holten, | 
Resolved, That the ſecretary at war be dire & ed to lay before Con 
greſs, copies of the returns from the clothier-general to him, of th 
clothing which has been received by the ſaid clothier-general, ſince thy 
iſt of January, 1781, to the preſent time; and alſo of the returns 
clothing on hand, every two months in that period, as directed by th 
regulations paſſed June 10th, 1781. | 
On motion of Mr, M*Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Lee, 8 
Besolved, That Friday next be aſſigned to decide on the place pre 
per for a temporary reſidence of Congreſs. 55 


80 
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On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ellery, Mr. A. Lee 
and Mr. Gerry, to whom was referred a letter of the 1ſt, from the + 
agent of marine. 

Resolved, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby directed 
to cauſe the ſhip Alliance to be unladen, and her cargo freighted to 
Europe on the beſt terms, | 

That the agent of marine diſcharge the officers and crew of the ſhip 
Alliance, cauſe her to be ſurveyed, and report to Congreſs the ſtate | 
ſhe is in, with an eſtimate of the expenſe neceſſary to give her a good 
repair. ; — CD — | 

| Monpar, September 8, 1783. 

The preſident being abſent, Congreſs proceeded to the election of a 
chairman, for the purpoſe of keeping order ; and, the ballots being 
taken, the hon. ** Rutledge was eleted. 

© — 222 
Tus bar, September 9, 1783. 
The preſident and the chairman elected yeſterday, being abſent, Con- 
greſs proceeded to the election of another chairman, for the purpoſe 
of keeping order ; and, the ballots being taken, | 
The hon. D. Carroll was elected. 

A motion was made by Mr. Read, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, 
That the ſecretary of Congreſs enquire of Mr. David C. Claypool, 
printer of the Pennſylvania Packet, dated September 9, 1783, by what 
means a copy of a letter printed in his paper, dated New-York, Au- 
guſt 17, 1783, ſigned Guy Carleton, and directed to his excellency 
Elias Boudinot, Eſq; came to his hands. 
A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Higginſon, 
that the motion be committed. And on the queſtion for amen, 8 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell, 


New -Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay > u 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, - 
5 Mr. Higginson, ATT | 
Rhode-Tsland Mr. Ellery, a a 
2 Mr. Howell, | | vt divided. 
Connecticut, _ Mr. &. Huntington, 8 
5 FORT Mr. B. Huntington, ay 5 od © 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 0 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, 4 * 
| Penngylvania, Mr. Peters, S 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ey a 
Mr. Me Henry, 9 9 
yirginia, Mr. Bland, no) 
Mr. Lee, | as 
CO Mr. Mercer, no 
Wortb. Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay. 
x Mr. Williamson, 3 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay) 
1 Mr. Izard, ay 
Mr. Read, no ( 
e pre Mr. Beresford, ay 


59 the queſtion was loſt. 
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On the queſtion to agree to the original n the ye as and nays 
+ being required by Mr. Howell, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no? 
x; | Mr. Higginson, 2 as 
0] Rhode-lsland, Mr. Ellery, no 
1 mM Mr. Howell, = ah 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 
: | Mr. B. , ot me 
Fi] New-York, © Mr. Duane, nod © 
18 LT Mr. £' Hommedieu, 2 ON 
= Pennsylvania, Mr. Peters, no > » 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, "REF 
| Mr. Ii. Henry, I nas 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, 1 
ä 25 
OP Mr. Mercer, ay] 80 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, M3. 0: 
9 8 | Mr. Williamson, | 2 dein 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no a 
. Mr. Tzard, n 
Mr. Read, ay * 
Mr. Beresford, no) 


So the queſtion was loſt, _ 
According to order, the full report of the proceedings of the court- 
martial, reſpecting the late mutiny, was laid before Congreſs. | 
Ordered, That the ſame be committed. 
WEDNESDAY, * 10, 1783. 
on the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. M Henry, Mr. Pe. 
ters and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a report from the ſecre- 
tary at war, on a motion of Mr. Dyer. 
Resolved, That the ſecretary at war inform the raved 
that brevet commiſſions do not entitle to pay or emoluments, unleſs, 
the ſame be expreſſed in the reſolution granting ſuch commiſſions. 
A motion was made by Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 
That the ſuperintendant of finance and the treaſurer, be directed to 
lay before Congreſs an account of all the notes which have been iſſued 
by them on the credit of the United States, together with an account 
of what part of thoſe notes are now in circulation. Ip 
Whereupon it was moved by Mr. Read, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, 3 


* "II * 4 a ry * . 
. SY * AX; x; * 3 4. <1 I * — d 1090+ 1 bf 44009 4, 48 hs n — * * 

ba I «x 7 * * * af” - F a * L 75 _ 

* — . of IB _— p . ES. * K * 2 > . 3 ** 

as wha 0 « , ES”. 
P N 2 2 " k 1 S N. . = 7z 95 n A. - * 
2 we r LL * — 1 a 4 * ö N 
* 5 . N * 
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that the ſaid motion be poſtponed, in order to take up hs following: a 
That the houſe proceed to appoint five committees, to be compoſed wy 5 
of five members each, for the purpoſes mentioned and pointed out by 4 wy 
the act of Congreſs of the 17th June, 1782. 8 l 
And on the queſtion to poſtpone for the purpoſe aforeſaid, + the er It ” 
and nays being required by Mr. Read, Tha 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no po 
Massacbusetts, Mr. Gerry, no ed out 
885 Mr. Holten, no f no 


Mr. Higginson, no) 
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| Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 
New-York, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 


Virginia, 


' North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. B. Huntington, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr . 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Ellery, 
Howell, 
S. Huntington, 


Duane, 
L' Hommedieu, 
Peters, 
Carroll, 
M*+ Henry, 
Bland, 
ER. 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Rutledge, 
Izard, 
Read, 
Beresford, 


251 
n 9 „0 
no 8 
_ divided. 
ay 
9 
no 
ay > * 
oy divided. 
no 


ay 

no > 
ay | 
ay 
ay 2 
* 


So the queſtion was loſt. 6 | | 5 ; 
On the queſtion to agree to the original motion, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. A. Lee, | 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay 
e 2 Mr. Holten, 42 
855 Mr. Higginson, ay) 
 Rhode-Tsland, 4 Mr. Ellery, 25 = 
= Mr. Howell, ap oY 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ayQ _ 
85 ; Mr. B. Huntington, ay © 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay? 5 
Mr. L'Hommedieu, ay$ % 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Peters, l 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay a, 
1 5 Mr. M. Henry, 45 5 * 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, ay 
N Mr. Fe, ay pay 
i ers Mr. Mercer, CER 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, 
DE Mr. Izard, 
Mr. Read, 
NE Mr. Beresford, 
So it was reſolved, 5 5 F 
That the ſuperintendant of finance, and the treaſurer be, and they 


ne hereby directed to lay before Congreſs, an account of all the notes 
Which have been iſſued by them on the credit of the United States, 
13 with an account of what part of thoſe notes are now in cir- 
culation. 5 : 

It was then moved by Mr. Read, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

That Congreſs proceed to-morrow to appoint five committees, to be 
tompoſed of five members each, for the purpoſes mentioned and point- 
d out by the act of Congreſs of the 17th June, 1782. 


: e e | 
a N th. = 4, Dll - 
0 og © * — —— * 
r JI Or A — 
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On the queſtion to agree to this, 
Mr. Carroll, 


the yeas and nays being required by 


Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay) 
Mr. Holten, 42 
| Mr. Higginson, ay 
 Rhode-Island, Mr, Ellery, ay 
. Mr. Howell, 45 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay | 
„ Mr. B. Huntington, wy * 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 
Wy 5 Mr. L' Hommedieu, 4 * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Peters, ay > *% 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 
| Mr. M* Henry, 4 * 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, ay 
Mr. Lee, 42 
5 Mr. Mercer, ay 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay > * 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay} 
mY Mr. 1zard, | 3 
Mr. Read, ay 


So it was reſolved } in the affirmative. 
A motion was made by Mr. Mercer, ſeconded by Mr. Read, in the 


words following: 


Whereas the offices of Congreſs have been ever open to the meme 


bers thereof for information; and the late removal of Congreſs from 


Philadelphia, having rendered acceſs to the office of finance ineonve- 
nient to the members; Resolved therefore, that the ſuperintendant of 
finance be directed to tranſmit any information relating to that office 
which ſhall be required by a member of Congreſs. 

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Higginſon, 
that the preamble be ſtruck out : and on the queſtion, ſhall the pream- 
ble ſtand ? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Mercer, 


Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 
| Mr. Holten, a 
. Mr. Higginson, no] 
_ Rhbode-Lsland, Mr. Ellery, = 
= Mr. Howell, no 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 25 3 
5 1 Mr. B. Huntington, ay WY 
New-Tork, Mr. Duane, 25 | 
5 Mr. L' Hommedieu, ayy % 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Peters, ay > * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ve = 
Mr. M*Henry, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, 1. 
Mr. Lee, ay ay 
1 Mr. Mercer, ay 
Norib-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay > * 
South - Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
. | Mr. 1zard, ay f ay 
Mr. Read, | 


Vox, 


* 
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So the queſtion was loſt, and the preamble was ſtruck out. 


The previous queſtion was then moved on the reſolution by the ſtate 4 
of New-York, and ſeconded by the ſtate of Connecticut; and on the ina 
queſtion to agree to the previous queſtion, the yeas and nays being re- 1 
quired by Mr. Mercer, Zr „ 1 

Massachusetts, . Mr. Gerry, ay im 
| Mr. Halten, | ay f ay ' i R L 

25 | Mr. Higginson, ay 2181 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, a vo 1 1 
"3s Mr. Howell, ayS 48 
Connecticut, | Mr. S. Huntington, ay 1 
Mr. B. Huntington, ay 9 © 1 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 1 
og Mr. L'Hommedicu, ayy % : {ll 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Peters, ay c «„ : 448 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay HY 
- Mr. M* Henry, ay % — 
Virginia, d Mr. Lee, no 5 ls 
nes Ong | Mr. Mercer, no d 1 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay > * : i 
 South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, 4 ? 1 
. Mr. Izard, ay F ay 3108 

| | Mr. Read, — 1 

do the previous queſtion was loſt. ! RY 

| _ » Tavusspar, September 11, 1783, 'HY 
. On motion of Mr. M*Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Peters, | 4 
Resolved, That the ſecretary at war be, and he is hereby directed "NET 
o iſuc to captain North, aid-de-camp to major-general the baron Steu- J's 
en, the brevet commiſſion of major in the army of the United States. 1 5 
"WJ Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee = 
"WH" the ceſſion of Virginia; after debate a motion was made by Mr, 1 
WHenry, ſeconded by Mr. Carroll, 1 . | 
That the conſideration of the report on the ceſſion from Virginia, Fi 

i poſtponed till Thurſday next, in order that notice may be given to 117 

lie ſtates of New-Jerſey and Delaware, or thoſe ſtates which it may my 

t reaſonably expected can give their attendance, . | [| 2 

A motion was made by Mr. Higginſon, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, I! FI 
b ſtrike out what follows the words © Thurſday next:“ And on the I i 
Per ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays being required by | 

New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no i 
 Massacbusetts, Mr. Holten, 1 NA 
2 | | Mr. Higginson, no ö oY | F 

bode-Tsland Mr. Ellery, . 2! 

| Br Mr. Howell, | 4 divided. 1 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, nod | 
Mr. B. Huntington, no ic 

New-York, Mr. Duane, 1 e N 

N Mr. L' Hommedieu, ad, 1 

Vor. VIII. A 


— 3 7. * 7 * - 1 = 
— — Pn ot 


ay. . — Lan 0 : — 


254 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 


Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no) 
Mr. Montgomery, 2 no 
5 Mr. Peters, no} 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, "O00 
| Mr. 'M* Henry, ay Oo 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, © no} 
Mr. Lee, ay >no 
Mr. Mercer, 2 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Huwlins, no 
CR 1 Mr. Williamson, ot 2285 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 
1 Mr. Izard, not _ 
Mr. Neun, no 
Mr. Beresford, no) 


So it paſſed in the negative, and the words were ſtruck out. 
On the queſtion to agree to the motion as amended, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Bland, 3 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no 
Massachusetts, Mr. Folten, 0 
oy Mr. Higginson, 4. 
Rhbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, a EY 
„ Mr. Howell | ko dividews 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 55 
VV Mr. B. Huntington, no x 
New-York, Mr. Duane, nod 
„ Mr. L' Hommedieu, no No 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no 


Mr. Montgomery, ay 


Va. 
S 


Mr. Peters, no 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 252 3 
1 Mr. M* Henry, ay * 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, no 
| „ Mr. Lee, no > no 
; Mr. Mercer, no 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 

%% õ ũ n Mr. Williamson, no * 
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no]. 

Hog Mr. Izard, 1 | 
Mr. Read, no 00 


Q 
8 


Mr. Beresford, 

So it paſſed in the negative. 
SATURDAY, September 13, 1783. 
A memorial from the hon. the miniſter plenipotentiary of France 
was read, encloſing a commiſhon of chevalier D' Annemours, conſu 
general of France, in the ſtate of Maryland, the commonwealth 
Virginia and the ſtates of North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Geo! 
gia ; whereupon, _ 
Ordered, That the commiſſion be regiſtered, and that it be recog" 
xed, and an exequatur iſſued in due form. | 


i 
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Congreſs reſumed the conſideratiqn of the report of the committee 
on the. Virginia ceſſion, and the ſame being amended, a motion was 
made by Mr. Carroll, ſeconded by Mr. M*Henry, to poſtpone the fur- 
ther conſideration of the report, in order to take up the following: 

« Whereas by the 6th article of the preliminary articles of peace 
between his Britannic majeſty, and their moſt Chriſtian and Catholic 
majeſties, ſigned on the 3d day of November, 1762, and ratified the 
10th day of February, 1763, it is ſtipulated and agreed, that, „the 


confines between the dominions of Great-Britain and France, on the 


continent of North-America, ſhall be irrevocably fixed by a line drawn 
along the middle of the river Miſſiſippi, from its ſource as far as the 
river Iberville, and from thence by a line drawn along the middle of 


and to this purpoſe the moſt Chriſtian king ceded in full right, and 
guarantees to his Britannic majeſty, the river and port of Mobile, and 
every thing that he poſſeſſes on the left ſide of the river Miſſiſippi, ex- 


ver Miſſiſippi, ſhall be equally free to the ſubjects of Great-Britain and 
that part expreſsly which is between the ſaid iſland of New-Orleans, 


out of its mouth. And whereas by the 19th article of the ſaid treaty, 
his Catholic majeſty cedes and guarantees in full right to his Britan- 
nic majeſty, all that Spain poſſeſſes in the continent of North-America, 


done at Paris the 50th day of November, 1782, the boundaries of the 
United States are ſet forth, deſcribed and agreed to be by the 2d 
article of the ſaid treaty, viz. © From the north-weſt angle of Nova- 
Notia, viz. that angle which is formed by a line drawn due north from 
the ſource of St. Croix river, to the Highlands which divide thoſe ri- 
ſers that empty themſelves into the river St. Lawrence, from thoſe 


Connecticut river, thence down along the middle of that river to the 
{5th degree of north latitude ; from thence by a line due weſt on ſaid 
atitude, until it ſtrikes the river Iroquois or Cataraquy; thence alon 

the middle of ſaid river into lake Ontario, through the middle of ſaid 
lake until it ſtrikes the communication by water between that lake and 
lake Erie; thence along the middle of ſaid communication into lake 


Erie, through the middle of ſaid lake until it arrives at the water com- 
munication between that lake and lake Huron; thence along the 
middle of ſaid water communication into lake Huron; thence through 


the middle of the {aid lake to the water communication between that 


rancſ ad lake Superior; thence through lake Superior northward of the 
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Iles, Royal and Philipeaux, to the Long lake; thence through the 
middle of ſaid Long lake and the water communication between it 
nd the lake of the Woods, to the ſaid lake of the Woods; thence through 
: he ſaid lake to the moſt north-weſtern point thereof, and from thence 
COS 


dong the middle of the ſaid river Miſſiſippi, until it ſhall interſe& the 


this river, and of the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the ſea ; 


cept the town of New-Orleans, and the iſland on which it is ſituated, 
which ſhall remain to France; provided that the navigation of the ri- 


France, in its whole breadth and length from its ſource to the ſea, and 
and the right bank of that river, as well as the paſſage both in and 
to the eaſt or to the ſouth-eaſt of the river Miſſiſippi.“ And whereas 


by the articles of treaty between Great-Britain and the United States, 


Which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the north-weſternmoſt head of 


en a due weſt courſe to the river Mifſifippi ; thence by a line to be drawn 
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Congreſs, May 21ſt, 1779, viz. © that a country unſettled at the com 
mencement of this war, claimed by the Btitiſh crown, and ceded to ii 
by the treaty of Paris, if wreſted from the common enemy, by tbe 


property, ſubject to be parcelled out by Congreſs, into free, convenient 
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northernmoſt part of the 31ſt degree of north latitude. South by a line to 
be drawn due eaſt from the determination of the line laſt mentioned, in 
the latitude of 31 degrees north of the equator, to the middle of the ri. 
ver Apalachicola or Catahouche; thence along the middle thereof to its 
junction with the Flint river; thence ſtraight to the head of St. Mary's 
river; and thence down along the middle of St. Mary's river to the 


Atlantic ocean. Eaſt by a line to be drawn along the middle of the ri. 


ver St, Croix, from its mouth in the bay of Fundy to its ſource, and 
from its ſource directly north to the aforeſaid Highlands which divide 
the rivers that fall into the Atlantic ocean, from thoſe which fall into 
the river St. Lawrence: comprehending all iſlands within 20 leagues 
of any part of the ſhores of the United States, and lying between lines 


to be drawn due eaſt from the points where the aforeſaid boundaries 
between Nova-Scotia on the one part, and Eaſt-Florida on the other, 
ſhall reſpeCtively touch the bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic ocean; 


excepting ſuch iſlands as now are or heretofore have been within the 
limits of the ſaid province of Nova-Scotia.” 8. | 
And whereas by the 6th and 11th articles of the treaty of alliance, 
eventual and defenſive, between the moſt Chriſtian king, and the Uni: 
ted States, ſigned at Paris the 6th of February, 1778, and ratified by 
the United States in Congreſs aſſembed, the 4th day of May, 1778, 
the moſt Chriſtian king renounces for ever the poſſeſſion of the iſlands 
of Bermudas, as well as of any part of the continent of North-Ame- 
rica, which before the treaty of Paris in 1763, or in virtue of that 
treaty were acknowledged to belong to the crown of Great-Britain or 
to the United States, heretofore called Britiſh colonies, or which are 
at this time, or have lately been under the power of the king and 
crown of Great-Britain, and guarantees to the United. States, their 


poſſeſſions and the additions or conqueſts that their confederation may 


obtain during the war, from any of the dominions now or heretofore 
poſſeſſed by Great-Britain in North-America. And whereas the ter- 
ritory ceded and guaranteed as aforeſaid, comprehends a large extent 


of country lying without the lines, limits or acknowledged boundaries 


of any of the United States, over which, or any part of which, no ſtatecan 
or ought to exerciſe any ſovereign, legiſlative or juriſdictional faculty, 
the ſame being acquired under the confederation, and by the joint 
and united efforts of all. And whereas ſeveral of the ſtates acceded 
to the confederation under the idea held forth by the ſtate of Mary: 
land, in her inſtructions to her delegates, entered on the journals of 


blood andtreaſure of the thirteen ſtates, ſhould be conſidered as a commo 


and independent governments, in ſuch manner, and at ſuch times, * 
the wiſdom of that aſſembly ſhall hereafter direct.“ And whereas the 
ſaid ſtate of Maryland, eſpecially for herſelf, provides and declar®* 
in an act entered on the journals of Congreſs, the 12th February, 178] 
entitled, an act to empower the delegates of this ſtate in Congreſs, * 
ſubſcribe and ratify the articles of confederation, viz. © that by accedilt 
ro the ſaid confederation, this ſtate doth not relinquiſh or intend to reli! 
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quiſh any right or intereſtſhe hath with the other united or i ect 
ſtates, to the back country; but claims the ſame as fully as was done hy 
the legiſlature ot this ſtate, in their declaration which ſtands entered on 


the journals of Congreſs ; this ſtate relying on the juſtice of the ſeveral | 


ſtates hereafter, as to the ſaid claim made by this ſtate,” And where- 
as the United States have ſucceeded to the ſovereignty over the weſ- 


tern territory, and are thereby veſted as one undivided and indepen- 


dent nation, with all and every power and right exerciſed by the king 


without the boundaries of the ſeveral ſtates, and within the limits 
above deſcribed ; and whereas the weſtern territory ceded by France 
and Spain to Great-Britain, relinquiſhed to the United States by Great- 


if properly managed, will enable the United States to comply with 
their promiſes of land to their officers and ſoldiers ; will relieve their 
citizens from much of the weight of taxation ; will be a means of re- 
ſtoring national credit, and if caſt into new ſtates, will tend to in- 
creaſe the general happineſs of mankind, by rendering the purchaſe of 
land eaſy, and the poſſeſhon of liberty permanent ; therefore, 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report the territory 
lying without the boundaries of the ſeveral ſtates, and within the limits 
of the United States, and to report the moſt eligible part or parcels 


report an eſtabliſhment for a land- office.“ 


On the queſtion to poſtpone for the purpoſe aforeſaid, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Carroll, 


are 
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of Great- Britain, over the ſaid territory, or the lands lying and ſituated 
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Britain, and guaranteed to the United States by France as aforeſaid, 


thereof, for one or more convenient and independent ſtates ; and alſo to 


ind New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
jeit Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no 

nay 8 e | Mr. Higginson, _ me 
ore Rhode-lIsland, Mr. Ellery, no 

ter- Er Mr. Howell, ot ro 
tent ll Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no „ 
ries Mr. B. Huntington, " 
can Neu- Tori, Mr. Duane, nod, 
alty, Mr. L' Hommedieu, 01 
joint New: ersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 

ded 7 n Mr. Clark, ay * 
Iary / Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no 

ils of rn ET OA Mr. Montgomery, ay no 
com # Mr. Peters, no 

toll Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 4 2 , 
y the Bo Le Mr. M Henry, ay 3 
nmo Virginia, | Mr. Fones, 0 
nien Mr. Madison, no 
es, A Mr. Bland, no no 
as the Mr. Lee, no | 
clares S144 Mr. Mercer, no 
178) North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, nod „ 
efs, u | Mr. Williamson, 22 
cedil South - Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no 

o reli N Mr. Read, at 


Mr. Beresford, no 
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| ſtates, containing a ſuitable extent of territory, not leſs than 100 nor 
more than 150 miles. ſquare, or as near thereto as circumſtances will 


ſtates. | | 


and ſupporting civil government there, ſince the reduction of the ſaid 


country on the north-weſt ſide of the Ohio river, ſince the commence- 


leſs the events of the war ſhould render it impracticable. 


allowed and granted to the ſaid officers and ſoldiers, and the other offi- 
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So the queſtion was loſt, 
The report as amended, is as follows: „„ 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Ellſworth, Mr. 
Bedford, Mr. Gorham and Mr. Madiſon, to whom were referred the 
act of the legiſlature of Virginia, of the 2d January, 1781, and the re- 
port thereon; report, that they have conſidered the ſeveral matters 
referred to them, and obſerve, that the legiſlature of Virginia, by 
their act of the 2d January, 1781, reſolved that they would yield to 
the Congreſs of the United States, for the benefit of the ſaid ſtates, 
all right, title and claim which the ſaid commonwealth hath to the 
lands north-weſt of the river Ohio, upon the following conditions, viz. 
1. That the territory ſo ceded, ſhould be laid out and formed into 


admit: and that the ſtates ſo formed, ſhould be diſtinct republican 
ſtates, and admitted members of the federal union ; having the 
ſame rights of ſovereignty, freedom and independence as the other 


2. That Virginia ſhould be allowed and fully reimburſed by the 
United States, her actual expenſes in reducing the Britiſh poſts at the 
Kaſkaſkies and St. Vincents, the expenles of maintaining garriſons 


a4 — 22 * 5 8 


poſts, and in general all the charge ſhe has incurred on account of the 


ment of the preſent war. | SER 8 
3. That the French and Canadian inhabitants and other ſettlers of \ 


the Kaſkafkies, St. Vincents, and the neighbouring villages, who have 4 


profeſſed themſelves citizens of Virginia, ſhould have their poſſeſſions 


and titles confirmed to them, and ſhould be protected in the enjoyment ls 


of their rights and liberties; for which purpoſe troops ſhould be ſta- 
tioned there at the charge of the United States, to protect them from 
the encroachments of the Britiſh forces at Detroit or elſewhere, un- 
4. As colonel George Rogers Clarke, planned and executed the ſe- 
cret expedition by which the Britiſh poſts were reduced, and was pro- 
miſed if the enterprize ſucceeded, a liberal gratuity in lands in that 
country, for the officers and ſoldiers who firſt marched thither with 
him ; that a quantity of land not exceeding 150,000 acres, ſhould be 


cers and ſoldiers that have been ſince incorporated into the ſaid regi- 
ment, to be laid off in one traQ, the length of which not to exceed 
double the breadth, in ſuch place on the north-weſt fide of the Ohio, 
as the majority of the officers ſhould chooſe, and to be afterwards di- 
vided among the ſaid officers and ſoldiers, in due proportion according 
to the laws of Virginia. : 

5. That in caſe the quantity of good lands on the ſouth-eaſt ſide of 
the Ohio, upon the waters of Cumberland river, and between the Green 
river and Tenneſſee river, which have been reſerved by law for the Vir- 
ginia troops upon continental eſtabliſhment, ſhould from the North- 
Carolina line, bearing in further upon the Cumberland lands than was 


expected, prove inſufficient for their legal bounties, the deficiency 


— 


\ 
/ 


mould be made up to the ſaid troops in good lands, to be laid off be- 
tween the rivers Scioto and little Miamis, on the north-weſt fide of the 
river Ohio, in ſuch proportions as have been engaged to them by the 
laws of Virginia, | | 

6. That all the lands within the territory ſo ceded to the United 
States, and not reſerved for or appropriated to any of the before-men- 
tioned purpoſes, or diſpoſed of in bounties to the officers and ſoldiers 
of the American army, ſhould be conſidered as a common fund for the 
uſe and benefit of ſuch of the United American States, as have become 
or ſhall become members of the confederation or federal alliance of the 
ſaid ſtates, Virginia incluſive, according to their uſual reſpective pro- 
portions in the general charge and expenditure, and ſhould be faithful- 
ly and bona fide diſpoſed of for that purpoſe, and for no other uſe or 
purpoſe whatſoever, | 7 
7. And therefore that all purchaſes and deeds from any Indian or 
Indians, or from any Indian nation or nations, for any lands within 
any part of the ſaid territory which have been or ſhould be made for 


al grants within the ceded territory, inconſiſtent with the chartered 
rights, laws and cuſtoms of Virginia, ſhould be deemed and declared 


ritory had ſtill remained ſubje& to and part of the commonwealth of 
Virginia. N 275 5 
: " That all the remaining territory of Virginia, included between 
the Atlantic ocean and the ſouth-eaſt ſide of the river Ohio, and the 
{ Maryland, Pennſylvania and North-Carolina boundaries, ſhould be 
$ guaranteed to the commonwealth of Virginia, by the ſaid United States. 
5 Whereupon your committee are of opinion, that the firſt condition 
1 is provided for by the act of Congreſs of the 10th of October, 1780. 
Ry That in order to comply with the 2d condition ſo far as has been 


1 heretofore provided for by the act of the 10th of October, 1780, it is 
n- agreed that one commiſſioner ſhould be appointed by Congreſs, one by 
the ſtate of Virginia, and another by thoſe two commiſſioners, who, 


e ora majority of whom, ſhould be authorized and empowered to adjuſt 


, and liquidate the account of the neceſſary and reaſonable expenſes in- 


lat curred by the ſaid ſtate, which they may judge to be compriſed with- 


ith in the true intent and meaning of the ſaid recited act. 


that the ſettlers therein deſcribed ſhould have their poſſeſſions and ti- 
tles confirmed to them, and be protected in the enjoyment of their 
JJ AAA (((( | | 


conditions being reaſonable, ſhould be agreed to by Congreſs. 

With reſpect to the 7th condition, your committee are of opinion, 
that it would be improper for Congreſs to declare the purchaſes and 
grants therein mentioned, abſolutely void and of no effect; and that 
the 6th condition, engaging how the lands beyond the Ohio fhall be 
liſpoſed of is ſufficient on this point. os 

As to the laſt condition, your committee are of opinion, that Con- 
greſs cannot agree to guarantee to the commonwealth of Virginia, 
the land deſcribed in the ſaid condition, without entering into a diſcuſ- 
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the uſe or benefit of any private perſon or perſons whatſoever, and roy- 


abſolutely void and of no effect, in the ſame manner as if the ſaid ter- 


With reſpect to the third condition, the committee are of opinion, 


Your committee are further of opinion, that the 4th, 5th and 6th 
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reaſon or conſideration for ſuch guarantee. 


1 greſs accept ſuch ceſſion. | 


| auired by Mr. Howell, — 


| | New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 

OT aha Mr. Holten, 

1 Bs | Mr. Higginson, 
3 Rhode-lsland, Mr. Ellery, 

| EY | | Mr. Howell, © 

4 Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 


1 5 ſend greeting: 
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Mr. B. Huntington, 


ſion of the right of the ſtate of Virginia to the ſaid land; and that by 
the acts of Congreſs it appears to have been their intention, which the 
N committee cannot but approve to avoid all diſcuſſion of the territorial 

| rights of individual ſtates, and only to recommend and accept a ceſſion 
iy | of their claims whatſoever they might be, to vacant territory, Your 

| committee conceive this condition of a guarantee, to be either unne. 
ö ceſſary or unreaſonable ; inaſmuch as, if the land above-mentioned is 
1 really the property of the ſtate of Virginia, it is ſufficiently ſecured by 
the confederation, and if it is not the property of that ſtate, there is no 


| Your committee therefore upon the whole recommend, that if the 
kf legiſlature of Virginia make a ceſſion conformable to this report, Con- 


On the queſtion to agree to this report, the yeas and nays being re- 


| | £ New-York, Mr. Duane, vt 5 
( | . Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay od 
8 New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, w - 
: | | S Mr. Clark, no) 
; Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
{ 8 5 Mr. Montgomery, no ? oy 
F | COLI Mr. Peters, ay) 
= Maryland, Mr. Carroll, "1 
F 7 Mr. M. Henry, nog 
; | Virginia, | Mr. Jones, ay | 
+ Mr. Madison, ay 
I Mr. Bland, ay pay 
= Mr. Lee, "0p 4 
: T6 : 9 0 8 | Mr. Mercer, ay] 
f : | North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ae. 
© e Mr. Williamson, ay 9 
South -Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay 
- SE F A” 
3 Mr. Beresford, no] 
5 Zo it was reſolved in the affirm ative. 
. On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Rut- 
* ledge and Mr. Read, to whom were referred certain papers reſpecting 


the mutiny of a part of the continental troops of the Pennſylvania line: 
_ Congreſs agreed to the following act and reſolutions. _ 
| The United States in Congress assembled. 0 
pl To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come be ſeen or made know g 


| | 27 Tels 
WHEREAS at a general court-martial, whereof brigadier- gene; y 


R 
1 


3. 
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ral John Patterſon was preſident, lately held near the city of Phila- 


delphia, in the ſtate of Pennſylvania, for the trial of perſons promo- 


ting or concerned in the late mutiny of part of the Pennſylvania line 
of continental troops, ſtationed at Lancaſter, and in the barracks of 
the city of Philadelphia, in the ſaid ſtate, Chriſtian Nagle and John 
Morriſon, late ſerjeants in the 3d Pennſylvania regiment, were leve- 
rally charged with, and convicted of a breach of the 3d article of the 
9d ſection of the rules and articles of war, and by award of ſaid court, 
were ſeverally ſentenced to ſuffer death. And whereas alſo, gunner 
Lilly and drummer Horn, of the 4th or Pennſylvania artillery, and 
Thomas Flowers and William Carman, ſoldiers in the ſaid 3d Penn- 


have been principals in the ſaid mutiny, and no lives having been loſt, 
nor any deſtruction of property committed; now know ye, that of ſpe- 
cial grace and mere motion, and by virtue of the power and authority 


States in Congreſs aſſembled, have thought fit to pardon and remit, 
and by theſe preſents do grant, a full, free and abſolute pardon and 
temiſſion to the ſaid Chriſtian Nagle, John Morriſon, gunner Lilly, 
drummer Horn, Thomas Flowers and William Carman, and each of 
them, of all judgments or ſentences of death, or other corporal puniſh- 
ment, pains or penalties whatſoever given or awarded by the ſaid 
general court-martial: And we do ſtrictly charge and command, all 
and ſingular our officers, civil and military, to ſurceaſe from longer 
noleſtation or impriſonment of the ſaid Chriſtian Nagle, John Morri- 
ln, gunner Lilly, drummer Horn, Thomas Flowers and William Car- 
nan; and do further will and require, that they ſeverally from hence- 
forth go free and acquit of their ſeveral conviQtions, judgments and 
ſentences aforeſaid. ER | | Ra 
Done in Congreſs this 13th day of September, 1783. 


- 


tereby confirmed. „ 1 
Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to major-general 
lobert Howe, for the prudence and propriety with which he executed 
the enquiry into the late mutiny of a part of the Pennſylyania line of 
ontinental troops. „ oo 


Mopar, September 15, 1783. 

On the report from the ſecretary at war: . 
Rut- Resolved, That the commiſſion of lieutenant-colonel by brevet, in 
55 ie army of the United States, be iſſued to major Murnan. 
f 50 f On motion of Mr. Carroll, ſeconded by Mr. M' Henry, 


| Congreſs, under the ſame injunctions as members. 
n the report of the agent of marine, to whom was referred a me- 
"rial from John Jordan, James M*Kinſey and Joſeph Bruſſel, Con- 


mls came to the following reſolution, by the vote of nine ſtates. 
Vol. VIII. „ 


now, 


- gene 


ſylvania regiment, were ſeverally charged with, and convicted of a 
breach of the ſaid article and ſection of the rules and articles of war, 
and by award of the ſaid court, were ſeverally ſentenced to receive 
corporal puniſhment. And whereas the ſaid priſoners appear not to 


reſted by the articles of confederation and perpetual union, the United 


Resolved, That the ſentences of the court-martial acquitting captain 
Chriſtie, captain Symonds and lieutenant Huſton, be, and they are 


Resolved, That general Waſhington have acceſs to the ſecret papers 
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ſion of the right of the ſtate of Virginia to the ſaid land; and that by 
the acts of Congreſs it appears to have been their intention, which the 
committee cannot but approve to avoid all diſcuſſion of the territorial 
rights of individual ſtates, and only to recommend and accept a ceſſion 
of their claims whatſoever they might be, to vacant territory, Your 
committee conceive this condition of a guarantee, to be either unne. 
ceſſary or unreaſonable ; inaſmuch as, if the land above-mentioned is 
really the property of the ſtate of Virginia, it is ſufficiently ſecured by 
the confederation, and if it is not the property of that ſtate, there is no 


reaſon or conſideration for ſuch guarantee. 


Your committee therefore upon the whole recommend, that if the 
legiſlature of Virginia make a ceſſion conformable to this report, Con- 


greſs accept ſuch ceſſion. 


On the queſtion to agree to this report, the yeas and nays being re- 


quired by Mr. Howell, = 
New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, 
Massacbusetts, Mr. Gerry, 

| Mr. Holten, 

Mr. Higginson, 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 

EB Mr. Howell, 

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 
| Mr. B. Huntington, 

New-York, Mr. Duane, 

On, Mr. L' Hommedieu, 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, | 
Mr. Clark, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 

Mr. Montgomery, 
| Mr. Peters, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 

Mr. M. Henry, 
Virginia, Mr. Fones, 

Mr. Madison, 

Mr. Bland, 

Mr. Lee, 

Mr. Mercer, 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 

Mr. Williamson, 

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, 


Mr. Read, 
Mr. Beresford, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Rut- 
ledge and Mr. Read, to whom were referred certain papers reſpecting 
the mutiny of a part of the continental troops of the Pennſylvania line: 


22 
ay 
259 
ay 


l, 
no }_ 


Congreſs agreed to the following a& and reſolutions. 
The United States in Congress assemdbled. 
To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come be ſeen or made know... 


ſend greeting : 


Tel: 
WHEREAS at a general court-martial, whereof brigadier-gene- V. 
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ral John Patterſon was preſident, lately held near the city of Phila- 
delphia, in the ſtate of Pennſylvania, for the trial of perſons promo- 
ting or concerned in the late mutiny of part of the Pennſylvania line 
of continental troops, ſtationed at Lancaſter, and in the barracks of 
the city of Philadelphia, in the ſaid ſtate, Chriſtian Nagle and John 
Morriſon, late ſerjeants in the 3d Pennſylvania regiment, were leve- 
rally charged with, and convicted of a breach of the 3d article of the 
9d ſection of the rules and articles of war, and by award of ſaid court, 
were ſeverally ſentenced to ſuffer death. And whereas alſo, gunner 
Lilly and drummer Horn, of the 4th or Pennſylvania artillery, and 
Thomas Flowers and William Carman, ſoldiers in the ſaid 3d Penn- 
ſylyania regiment, were ſeverally charged with, and conviged of a 
breach of the ſaid article and ſection of the rules and articles of war, 
and by award of the ſaid court, were ſeverally ſentenced to receive 
corporal puniſhment. And whereas the ſaid priſoners appear not to if 
have been principals in the ſaid mutiny, and no lives having been loſt, | 1 
nor any deſtruction of property committed; now know ye, that of ſpe- 1 x 
cial grace and mere motion, and by virtue of the power and authority ur. 
reſted by the articles of confederation and perpetual union, the United !\ 
States in Congreſs aſſembled, have thought fit to pardon and remit, 
and by theſe preſents do grant, a full, free and abſolute pardon and 
remiſſion. to the ſaid Chriſtian Nagle, John Morriſon, gunner Lilly, : 
drummer Horn, Thomas Flowers and William Carman, and each of 5 
them, of all judgments or ſentences of death, or other corporal puniſh. _ it 
ment, pains or penalties whatſoever given or awarded by the ſaid 
general court-martial: And we do ſtrictly charge and command, all 
and ſingular our officers, civil and military, to ſurceaſe from longer 
noleſtation or impriſonment of the ſaid Chriſtian Nagle, John Morri- 
ln, gunuer Lilly, drummer Horn, Thomas Flowers and William Car- | 
nan; and do further will and require, that they ſeverally from hence- | } 
forth go free and acquit of their ſeveral convictions, judgments and 
ſentences aforeſaid, _ 355 „„ | 
Done in Congreſs this 13th day of Septemher, 1783. = 
Resolved, That the ſentences of the court-martial acquitting captain = 
Uhriſtie, captain Symonds and lieutenant Huſton, be, and they are | . 
tereby confirmed, „ e wt Rs | 
Resolved, That the thanks of Congreſs be given to major-general_ 
lobert Howe, for the prudence and propriety with which he executed 
the enquiry into the late mutiny of a part of the Pennſylvania line of 
ntinental troops g Tm 


. 1 


 Monpar, September 15, 1783. 
On the report from the ſecretary at war: TS 
„ KFesolved, That the commiſſion of lieutenant-colonel by brevet, in 
Rur e army of the United States, be iſſued to major Murnan. 
Mud on motion of Mr. Carroll, ſeconded by Mr. M' Henry, 


line! Resolved, That general Waſhington have acceſs to the ſecret papers 
| Congreſs, under the ſame injunctions as members. „ * 
6 n the report of the agent of marine, to whom was referred a me- 1 
nowmpgorial from John Jordan, James M*Kinſey and Joſeph Bruſſel, Con- 4 
4 tels came to the following reſolution, by the vote of nine ſtates, | 
wo AC,'s 1 RA : 
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Whereas John Jordan, James M*Kinſey and Joſeph Bruſſel, ordi. 
nary ſeamen belonging to the navy of the United States, have loft 
their limbs in ation, on board the hip Bonne Homme Richard, com. 
manded by captain John Paul Jones, on the 23d day of September, 5 

1779, fighting under the American flag. x 

Resolved, That the faid John Jordan, James M*Kinſey and Joſeph 56 

Bruſſel, be allowed for their ſupport, 40 dollars per annum each, to be bl 


paid quarterly, and to commence from the time their pay ceaſed in the e 
navy, until the further order of Congreſfs. 1 

| 1 — 2 — | th 

TuEsSDaAr, September 16, 1783. | be 


Congreſs took into conſideration the report of a committee, con. 
liſting of Mr. S. Huntington, Mr. Gerry and Mr. Foſter, to whon ee. 
was referred a report on a letter of the 11th of July laſt, from the le. de 
giſlature of Maſſachuſetts, and the firſt part being amended fo as to 
read, VV =D 
That after the firſt Monday in November next, the eſtabliſhment ati 
and ſalaries of all officers in the marine department, excepting the Wi co: 
agent of marine, ſhall terminate and ceaſe ; and that from and after ( 
the ſaid firſt day of November next, dollars per annum, ſhall 
| be allowed to the agent of marine, for managing the buſineſs of that 
department, and for payment of the clerks and contingent expenſes of 
4 the office : He ſhall appoint and remove at pleaſure all perſons em- 
= ployed under him, and be reſponſible for their conduct in office. 


A motion was made by Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, to 
ſtrike out the words, « excepting the agent of marine :' And on the 
queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Gerry, : | | | | 


0 
i <> 

- R a - A 7 . 1 ae” 

r. ð 1; Od 

- > 


| New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
* Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay 3 
VB} e Mr. Holten, 42 
I l 3 oo 1 ay} 
1 Rhode-Island, r. Ellery, Wo RY 
; N . Mr. Howell, . divided. 
. Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay? , 
44 | Mr. B. Huntington, ay 5 we 
4 New-York, Mr. Duane, 2 2 
| 1 | . Mr. L' Hommedieu, Mw * 5 
j Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 1 
* Mr. Condict,. ho ain, 
Maryland, Mr. , n 


Mr. M Henry, 5 
. Pirginia, Mr. Jones, ay 
'% „ Mr. Madison, ay > 


| | Mr. Bland, no a 
9  North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 31 ay. 
q | : | Mr. Williamson, ay 7 
9 | South-Carolina, Mr. Read, a0. 
* Mr. Beresford, ay 7 


So the queſtion was loſt, and the words were ſtruck out. 
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WeDpnesDar, September 17, 1783, 

On motion of Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, 

Whereas it is the duty of Congreſs at all times, but more eſpecially 
when their conſtituents are expoſed to heavy taxes, and the finances 
greatly embarraſſed, to embrace every opportunity to introduce aco- 
nomy in the public expenditures. And whereas ſince a return of the 
bleſings of peace, not only the buſineſs of many of the officers on the 
domeſtic civil liſt is decreaſed, but the charge of their ſubſiſtence is 
greatly moderated. And whereas by a change of ſyſtem in conducting 
the affairs of the United States, at foreign courts, great ſavings may 
be alſo made to the public. 

Resolved therefore, That a committee be appointed to conſider what 
reducuons may be made 1 in the civil litt, and to report Ipecually on each 
lepartment. 

Ordered, That the committee conſiſt of five. 

Ordered, That the firſt part of the report which was under conſider- 
ation yeſterday; ſo far as reſpe cis the civil liſt, be referred to the faid 
committee. 

Congreſs then hu the beton of the report of the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the report on a letter of the 11th July, 
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at WH from the legiſlature of Maſſachuſetts, which is in the following words: 
of Whereas the legiſlatures, as well as the citizens of ſeveral ſtates, 
n- re oppoſed to the allowance of half-pay to officers of the army, and 

allo to the commutation, made by an act of Congreſs of 22d March 
to lat; and it is the requeſt of the delegates of ſuch ſtates, that the le- ; 
the rſatures thereof may have an opportunity of effecting a compromiſe b 
red Wl vith the officers of their reſpective lines, and of enabling them to re- 


tan the affe ction and eſteem of their fellow-citizens. _ 

Resolved, That the ſecretary at war be directed to tranſmit to the 
vilatures of the ſtates of Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Ifland and Provi- 
(ence Plantations, and of ſuch other ſtates as may apply fer the ſame, 
{liſt of the officers belonging to ſuch ſtates re ſpectively, to whom halt- 
Ray or the commutation has been promiſed by Congreſs, and of the 
ms to thoſe officers ſeverally due, ſpecifying particularly the arreara- 
des of their pay, clothing and rations, to the Iſt of January laſt, and the 
mount of the commutation ; in order that the faid legillatures, if they 
Ia] deem it expedient, way reward the ſervices of the ſaid ä 
In a way that ſhall be mutually agreeable to them. . | 
That the public ſecurities which have been or may be ſued to the 
ad officers, for their arrearages or commutation, and which in conſe- 
Wwnce of a compromiſe may by them be aſſigned to their reſpective 
tes, ſhall be received by the ſuperintendant of finance, from {uch 
tes, in payment of requiſitions of Congreſs : provided that ſuch of- 
Mrs as may not accept the propoſals of their reſpective ſtates, for 
warding their ſervices aforeſaid, ſhall be nevertheleſs entitled to the 
"mmutation, and every other a granted them by acts of 
ongreſs. 

A motion was made by Mr. Ellery, ſeconded by Mr. Condict, to 
ke out the words, © provided that ſuch officers, &c.” to the end: 
ad on the queition, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays be- 
8 required by Mr. . 
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New- Ham psbire, 
Massachusetts, 


Rbode- Island, 
Connecticut, 


Neuw-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Nortb- Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


required by Mr. Gerry, 
 New- Hampshire,. 


Massachusetts, 
FNbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Fersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


So it was reſolved i in the affirmative. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Gerry, fronted by Mr. Eolten 
after the words * in payment of requiſitions of Congreſs,” to add, © no 
appropriated to the payment of the intereſt of the public debt :” And 
on the queſtion to agree to this e the yeas and ny being 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Foster, ay S es 
Gerry, ay 
Holten, ay F ay 
Higginson, 2 
Ellery, NO. 
Howell, - ne 
S. Huntington, ay | 
B. Huntington, 29 
Duane, ay? 
L' Hommedieu, 4 * 
Boudinot, ay 
Clark, no no 
Condict, 4 
Fitzsimmons, ay 2 
ee, oat ; 4; 2 
Carroll, aff. 
M Henry, 4 YJ 
Jones, . 
Madison, ay | ay 
Bland, = 5 
Hawkins, ay 
Williamson, 35 * 
Read, | ay 
Beresford, 53 Sf 


Foster, ay > # 
Gerry, ay} 
Holten, 3 ay 
Higginson, 

Ellery, 

Howell, 

S. Huntington, E 
B. Huntington, | ay 
Duane, no 
* Homenedieu, 8 
Boudinot, 
Condict, 


7 

x 

_— ; 255 
mons, mo? 

8 

* 


no? divided. 
ay 
divi ded, 


Montgomery, 5 
Carroll, 

M Henry, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 


no 
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| North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 

To Mr. Williamson, J as 

South-Carolina, Mr. Read, | nod ed 
Mr. Beresford, os CORES 


So the queſtion was loſt. 
THURSDAY, September 18, 1783, 

Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report which was under 
debate yeſterday, and a motion was made by Mr. Bland, ſeconded by 
Mr. Hawkins, to ſtrike out the words, “ the legiſlatures as well as the 
citizens of ſeveral ſtates,” and to inſert in lieu thereof, “ it appears 
from the letter of the 11th July, 1783, from the legiſlature of the ſtate 
of Maſſachuſetts, that the legiſlature of that ſtate: And on the queſ- 


tion to agree to that amendment, the yeas and nays being required by 165 
Mr. Gerry, . 2 11 
New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * \Þ 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 1 
| r ge 7 
Mr. Higginson, no 48 
Rbhoage-Island, Mr. Ellery, no 5 
5 . Mr. Howell, 21 22 1 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, = | 4 1 
Mr. B. Huntington, no 8 l 
New-York, Mr. Duane, _— 4 
„ Gs Mr. L' Hommedieu, 2 88 it 
* Ner- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no. 4 
I e Mr. Clark, a” [1 
1 © Mr. Condict, no) [7 
bk Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, vt 5 1 
a Mr. Montgomery, no divided. 1M 
Maryland, Mr. M. Henry, ay > * 1. 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay l 
Mr. Madison, ay | 
Mr. Bland, ay pay 
. Mr. Lee, no 
5 5 Mr. Mercer, ay]! 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay? 
; CN Mr. Williamson, AL 
4. South-Carolina, Mr. Read, N 35 5 
l N Mr. Beresford, ayS ” 
So the queſtion was loſt. 7 8 15 
A diviſion of the queſtion was called for; and on the queſtion to 
agree to the report, (including the preamble) as far as the word “pro- 


vided,” the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 4 
Mr. Holten, ay C ay 
be | Mr. Higginson, ay 
Rhode-I1sland, Mr. Ellery, 25 4 
e Mr. Howell, 559 
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So the queſtion v was loſt. 
A queſtion being taken on the latter dect, paſſed in the negative. 
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Connecticut, 
SORES 


New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Ca rolina, 


8 South-Carolina, 7 


| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


S. Huntington, 
B. Huntington, 
Duane, | 
L' Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 

Condict, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Montgomery, 
Me Henry, 
Jones, 
Madison, 


Bland, 


Lee, 


Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Read, 
Beresford, 


b 
l 
þ 


Congreſs then emed the conſideration of the report of the com- 
mittee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. A. Lee and Mr. S. Huntington, 
to whom was referred a letter of the 11th July laſt, from the legiſla- 
ture of Maſſachuſetts, which is in the words following't | | 

„That the ſubjects of complaint in the ſaid letter are, the grant of 


half. pay for life to the officers of the army; 


the commutation grant- 


ed to the {aid officers of five years whole pay, in lieu of the ſaid half. 
pay; and the ſalaries allowed to the civil officers of Congress. 
The half-pay, your committee obſerve, was granted at a critical 
period of the war, when our finances were embarraſſed, our credit im- 
paired, our army diſtreſſed, the officers diſcontented, and reſignations 
ſo general, as to threaten the diſſolution of a corps on whole military 
experience the public lafe ty, in the judgment of the commander! in chief, 
greatly depended. 
The firſt grant was limited to ſeven years, but not being deemed 
ſatiskactory to the army, the evil of reſignations continued to prevail 
to fo alarming a degree, as to require a more effectual remedy; and 


the grant of balf-pay to the officers was extended for life. 


Your com- 


mittee are perſuaded that no doubt can be entertained, but that Con- 


greſs were of opinion, that this proviſion was alone competent, if it 
was not the only one at that time in their power, to eſtabliſh a mili- 
tary force capable of oppoſing the dangers with which the United 
States were then ſurrounded. That although it is to be regretted 
that any meaſure has been adopted by Congreſs, which has given un- 
ealineſs to the legiſlature or the citizens of the Maſſachuſetts ; yet 


experience has ſhewn how eſſentially that proviſion in queſtion has 
contributed to the ſtability of the army, to its perfection in diſcipline, 
to the vigor and deciſion of its operations, and to thoſe brilliant ſuc- 
ceſſes which have haſtened the bleſſings of a ſafe and honorable peace. 

Your committee beg leave further to obſerve, that from an earneſt 
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Jefire t to give ſatis faction to ſuch of the Rates as expreſſed a diſlike to 
the half-pay eſtabliſhment, a ſum in groſs was propoſed by Congreſs, 
and accepted by the officers, as an equivalent, for their half-pay. That 
your committee are informed, that ſuch equivalent was aſcertained 
on eſtabliſhed principles which are acknowledged to be juſt, and adopt- 
ed in ſimilar caſes : but that if the objections againſt the commu- 
tation were ever ſo valid, yet as it is not now under the arbitration of 
Congreſs, but an act conflitationally and finally adopted, and the na- 
tional faith pledged to carry it into effect, they could not be taken 
into conſideration, 

With regard to the ſalaries of civil officers it may be obſerved, that 
the neceſſaries of life have been very high during the war: hence it 
has happened that even the ſalaries complained of, have not been found 
ſufficient to induce perſons properly qualified, to accept of many im- 
portant offices, and the public buſineſs is left undone, | 

Your committee are nevertheleſs of opinion, that ſince the coffacion 
of hoſtilities, the expenſes of living is moderated, and that a conſider- 
able reduction may be made in the civil liſt,” 

A motion was made by Mr. M' Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, ; 
to commit the report : And on the queſtion for committing, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. Holten, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no Y * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, wk 
1 


i e Mr. Holten, no 
A 8 Mr. Higginson, 3 
f : Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, a 3 
x ee Mr. Howell, 2 aide. 
7 Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 
„ Mr. B. Huntington, 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 
ng Mr. L' Hommedieu, 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
| Mr. Clark, 
Mr. Condizt, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


South-Carolina, 


North-Carolina, ; 


Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Fitzsimmons, 
Montgomery, 


M+ Henry, 


Jones, 


Madison, 
Bland, 6 


LF. 


Mercer, 
HewkRins, 
Williamson, 
Read; .: 
Beresford, 


_ y 71 
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$0 1 it was refolved | in the 3 
Frivar, September 19, 1783, 
The committee, conhſting of Mr. Madiſon, Mr. Mercer and Mr. 


Duane, to whom was referred the report of the committee, on the let. 
ter of the 11th July, from the legiſlature of Maſſachuſetts, brought 


tence: © But if the objections againſt the commutation were ever ſo 
great, yet as it is not now under the arbitration of Congreſs, but an 


Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Condict, to ſtrike out the words, conſti- 
tutionally and:” And on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the 
| yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bland, | 
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in a report, which was taken into conſideration, and the following pa. 
ragraph being under debate: „And reſignations ſo general as to 
threaten the diſſolution of a corps, on whoſe military experience the 
public ſafety, in the judgment of the commander in chief, greatly de. 


_ pended,” 


A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Ellery, to 
ſtrike out the words, in the judgment of the commander in chief;” 
And on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays be. 
ing required by Mr. M Henry, 5 


New -Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay] 
, | Mr. Holten, ay g ay 
5 Mr. H:zginson, ay) 
RbÞode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, nog, 
Mr. Howell, no 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, Ve 5 
5 Mr. B. Huntington, ay 7 
New-York, Mr. Duane, Ve 4 
_ DS Mr. L' Hommedicu, ay 9 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot a ö 
5 7 \ oh | Mr. Condict, : 8 A. divided, 
Pennsytoania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 25 bw 
| 15 Mr. Montgomery, ay 24 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 
. Mr. Me Henry, ay 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay) 
Mr. Nadi son, ary - 
Mr. Bland, ay >ay 
Mr. Lee, ay | 
„ 5 Mr. Mercer, Al 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
= IR Mr. Williamson, ay \ we 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay > * 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. HOES 
On the conſideration of the paragraph in which is the following ſen- 


act conſtitutionally and finally adopted.” A motion was made by Mr. 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no >* 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 
| Mr. Holten, no n 
| Mr. Aigginson, 5 
Nbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 


Mr. Howell, 


ſen- 
r io 
t an 


Mr. 


nſti- 


the 


. 
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Connecticut, Mr, S. Huntington, 7 elde 


Mr. B. Huntington, 


New-York, Mr. Duane, vi 5 
SORE | Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay. 3 5 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, a 
e 5 Mr. Condict, 5 5 e 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 4 5 
Mr. Montgomery, N % 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 4 1 
| Mr. M Henry, ay 7 15 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay) 
. Mr. Madison, ay . 
Mr. nd,, ax ſ7 
Mr. Mercer, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 2 2 
F wh TON Mr. Williamson, ' ay 7 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay 


So the queſtion was loſt, and the words were ſtruck out. 
 SaruRDar, September 20, 1783, ws 3 
Congreſs took into conſideration the report of a committee, conſiſt- 
ing of Mr. Duane, Mr. Peters, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. 


* 


A. Lee, to whom were referred inſtructions to the delegates of Penn- 


ſylvania, and the ſame being read as follows: | 


© That the legiſlature of Pennſylvania be informed, in anſwer to 
the requeſt of the delegates of that ſtate, in conſequence of inſtructions 


from the ſaid legiſlature of the 13th inſt. that Congreſs have no ob- 


jection to a conference being held on behalf of the ſtate of Pennſylva- 


nia, with the Indians, on their borders, reſpecting a purchaſe to be 
made by and at the expenſe of the ſaid ſtate, of lands within the li- 
nits thereof; provided no engagements relative to peace or war with 
the ſaid Indians, be entered into by the ſaid ſtate, the power of hold- 


ing treaties on this ſubject, being veſted by the confederation, ſolely 


in the United States in Congreſs aſſembled. And allo provided, that 
due notice of ſuch meeting be given to the executive of Virginia and 
New-York, who ſhall have it in their option to ſend commiſhoners to 
the ſaid conference.“ Re VV 


A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Ellery, that the 


farther conſideration of the report be poſtponed until Thurſday next: 


And on the queſtion for poſtponing, the yeas and nays being required 
EX ons, oO N Fe oo, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Fer, ay > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, af 
. Mr. Holten, Oy F ap: 
NE Tg. Mr. Higginson, ay] 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Bllery, 25 4 
. Mr. Howell, ay ; 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 71 1 
| 8 Mr. B. Huntington, ay divided. 
New-York, Mr. Dunne, no? 
5 Mr. L' Hommedieu, "s © divided. 


vor. VIII, EG os 
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Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Clark, | 
Mr. Condict, 


ay) 
Mr. Fitzsimmons, 2 
; 


New-Tersey, 
| 0 3 no 


Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Mr. Fones, 

Mr. Madison, 

Mr. Mercer, 
Mr. Hawkins, 
Mr. Williamson, 
Mr. Read, 


no 
TR | 
no xr no | 


North-Carolina, 


Fan 


So the queſtion was loſt. 

The report having been then amended, ſo as to wid. 

« That Congreſs have no objeCtion to a conference being held ou 
behalf of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, with the Indians, on their borders, 
for the ſole purpoſe of making a purchaſe by and at the expenſe of the 
ſaid ſtate, of lands within the limits thereof ; provided that due no- 
| tice of ſuch meeting be given to the executives of Virginia and Ney- 
York, who ſhall have it in their option to ſend commiſſioners to the | 
ſaid conference.” 

A motion was made dy Mr. Higginſon, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 
Farther to amend the report, by adding after the words “ thereof, 
the following words: „After terms of accommodation ſhall have been 
agreed on between the United States and thoſe Indians :” And on 
the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays being re- 
_ quired by Mr. Gerry, 


So the queſtion was loſt. 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Holten, 
1 Mr. Higginson, 
Rhode - Island, Mr. Ellery, 
„ Mr. Howell, 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 
| WO Mr. B. Huntington, 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 
„ Mr. L'Hommedicu, 4 
Ner- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
55 Mr. Clark, 
5 Mr. Condict, 
 Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
| „ Mr. Montgomery, 
Virginia, Mr. Jenes, 
5 Mr. Madison, 
3 Mr. Mercer, 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
Mr. Williamson, 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, 


A diviſion of the queſtion on the . was then called for; and on 
the queſtion to agree to the report as amended, ſo far as the proviſo, 
the yeas and nays being ho by Mr. Fitzſimmons, 
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New - Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no S 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 
| | Mr. Holten, no & no 
7 Mr. Higginson, no 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, nod 
e Ede Mr. Howell, fo "1 ww 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 
9 Mr. B. Huntington, 2 125 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay | 
ES | Mr. L' Hommedieu, 4 * 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
ey Mr. Clark, KO, 42 
— . | 
Mr. Condict, ay) 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ve 
EE Ss Mr. Montgomery, ay 5 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no & 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 3 
5 Mr. Madison, ay > ay 
| 5 Mr. Mercer, ay 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 24 
. VMr. Williamson, ay 1 
Soutb- Carolina, Mr. Read, ay S* 


So the queſtion was loſt. i . 
A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Ellery, 
n the words followings „ . 
Whereas the delegates of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, have laid be- 
fore Congreſs, a reſolution of the legiſlature of Pennſylvania, in the 
yords following: 5 = F555. 
State of Pennsylvania, in General Asse möly, Friday Sept. 12, 1783, A. M. 
The committee appointed yeſterday, to whom was re- committed the 
report of the committee, on the ſubject of holding a conference with 
the ſupreme executive council, reſpecting the lands appropriated 
for the uſe of the Pennſylvania line, made report, which was read; | 
and on motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond 
time, and adopted as follows, viz. | ; . 5 
The committee to whom the report of a committee, on the ſubje& 
of a conference to be held with the ſupreme executive council, re- 
ſpecting the lands appropriated for the uſe of the Pennſylvania line, 
Was re-committed, with inſtructions to report to this houſe, the beſt 
ud moſt expeditious mode for removing the obſtructions to the ſur» 
Tying of the ſaid lands, beg leave to report, 55 
That they have deliberately conſidered the important buſineſs ſub · 
nitted to them, with the very intereſting conſequences which it in- 
ſolves: they find that the ſole obſtruction to laying off the before - 
nentioned land, originates in the diſpoſition of the Indians, who claim 
iright to the territory in queſtion, and will not peaceably ſuffer it 
to be occupied or diſpoſed of without receiving, according to uniform 
prices ſince the earlieſt ſettlement of the ſtate, a conſideration for 
ame. TE 5 
Your committee therefore are of opinion, that a purchaſe from the 


id on 
viſo, 
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original claimants is the moſt dignified, humane, expeditious and o&cg. 
nomical mode by which this houſe can enable the ſurveyor-general to 
lay off and ſurvey the ſaid diſtrict. And they beg leave further to 
obſerve, that although the articles of the confederation do not by any 
means explicitly reſtri& this houſe from entering on this buſineſs in. 
dependent of Congreſs, yet being deeply impreſſed with the delicacy of 
touching any ſubject of federal relation, bur with the moſt deliberate 
caution; and as the letter of a clauſe in the 9th ſection appears to 
involve a doubt, they think proper to ſubmit the following reſoly. 
tion: ES, IS | 
Resolved, That the following inſtructions be forwarded without de. 
lay to our delegates in Congreſs, with injunctions to them, to procure 
as expeditiouſly as poſſible, and tranſmit to this houſe, the ſenſe of 
_ Congreſs on the ſubject. | | | | 
| Extract from the minutes, | | | 
PETER Z. LLovyp, Clerk of the General Assembly, 


And the ſaid delegates having alſo laid before Congreſs an inſtruc, 
tion from the ſaid legiſlature, in the words following, viz. 
State of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly, September 12, 1783, - 
GENTLEMEN, ne „ ; 
YOU are hereby inſtructed to lay before Congreſs the peculiar ſitu- 
ation of the {tate of Pennſylvania, which renders a conference with 
the Indian nations that live adjoining to our frontiers, at this time 
neceſſary. : ED N . 
Ihe general aſſembly of this commonwealth, by their reſolve of the 
7th of March, A. D. 1780, promiſed certain donations of land to be 
laid off to their officers and ſoldiers at the end of the war ; and have 
ſince that time, by a particular law, appropriated the lands belonging 
to this ſtate, weſtward of the Ohio and Allegheny rivers, for that 
purpoſe, and for the purpole of redeeming the certificates of deprecia- 
tion. | | 
The time is now come when juſtice muſt be done to our officers and 
ſoldiers, as well reſpe King the ſaid lands as their certificates of depre- 
ciation. po 
The cuſtom of Pennſylvania has always been to purchaſe the right 
of poſſeſſion from the Indian natives, as heing more conſonant tc juſtice, 
and leſs expenſive than force, This, however, cannot be done with- 
out ſome convention or conference with the Indians for that purpoſe. 
Although this bulineſs may be ſaid ſtrictly to regard only the in- 
ternal police of Pennſylvania, and the conference propoſed does not 
extend to any deſcription of men without the limits of the United 
States, nor regard any of the great objects of peace or war; yet our high 
reſpect for the confederation, determines us to lay open the whole de- 
fign of the ſtate to Congreſs. 1 
Senſible likewiſe as we are, that the whole expenſe of this particu 
lar bulineſs muſt reſt with Pennſylvania; yet perhaps the wiſdom of 
Congreſs may improve this conference to the general benefit of the 
union, 
; We wiſh you to uſe all reaſonable expedition in this matter; an 
hope the meaſures we are taking for the ſatisfaction of the Penny! 
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vania line, will meet with the ready concurrence and approbation of 

the great council of the nation. 
By order of the houſe, 


FRED. A. MUHLENBERG, Speaker. 
The honorable the delegates of Pennſylvania. 


Resolved, That the legiſlature of Pennſylvania be informed in an- 
{wer to the ſaid repreſentation, that as ſoon as an agreement ſhall have 
taken place for the ceſſation of hoſtilities between the United States 
and the Indians engaged on the fide of the Britiſh, in the proſecution 
of the war, (for which, meaſures are now under deliberation) Congreſs 


vill cheerfully conſent to the negociation propoſed by the ſaid legiſ- 


lature, for the purchaſe of the Indian claim to lands within the limits 
of that ſtate. 

On the queſtion to agree to the foregoung. motion, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Duane, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Holten, 
Mr. Higginson, 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 
| N Mr. Howell, 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 
7 Mr. B. Huntington, 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 
Gs 55 Mr. L' Hommedieu, 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Clark, 
Mr. Condict, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Mercer, 
North-Carolina, r. Hawkins, 1 
Mr. Williamson, | 1 arvided. 
South. Carolina, Mr. Read, ay > * 


Zo the queſtion was loſt, 9 85 
Monnar, September 28 1783, | 

Mr. James Tilton, a delegate for the ſtate of Delaware, attended, 
and took his ſeat. 

Congreſs took into conſideration the report of a committee, 3 
ing of Mr. Williamſon, Mr. Holten and Mr. Duane, to whom was 
referred an application from the delegates of Rhode-Iſland; whereupon, 

Resolved, That application be immediately made to the miniſters of 
the United States now in France, to know whether they have received 
any information concerning the capture of the ſchooner Good Fortune, 
of which George Hardwick was maſter, and of her being condemned 
at Cape Francois, on the 4th day of November laſt ; and what turther 
ſteps, if any have been taken, on that ſubject. | 
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The grand committee, conſiſting of Mr. Foſter, Mr. Holten, Mr, 
S. Huntington, Mr. Duane, Mr. Condit, Mr. Montgomery, Mr, 
M*<Henry, Mr. Lee, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Read, to whom was re. 
ferred, “ an ordinance prohibiting the ſettlement and purchaſe of cer. 
tain lands,” reported the draft of a proclamation, which was agreed to 
as follows: 


By the United States in Congress assembled. 
APROCL AM. AT 1 U No. 

WHEREAS by the 9th of the articles of confederation, it is amon 
other things declared, that “ the United States in Congreſs affembled 
have the ſole and excluſive right and power of regulating the trade, 
and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the 
ſtates, provided that the legiſlative right of any ſtate, within its own 
limits, be not infringed or violated.” And whereas it is eſſential to 
the welfare of the United States as well as neceſſary for the mainte. 
nance of harmony and friendſhip with the Indians, not members of 
any of the ſtates, that all cauſe of quarrel or complaint between them 
and the United States, or any of them, ſhould be removed and pre- 
vented ; therefore the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, have 
: thought proper to iſſue their proclamation, and they do hereby pro- 
hibit and forbid all perſons from making ſettlements on lands inhabited 
or claimed by Indians, without the limits or juriſdiction of any par- 
ticular ſtate, and from purchaſing or receiving any gift or ceſſion of 


ſuch lands or claims without the expreſs authority and directions of 


the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, 

And it is moreover declared, that every ſuch purchaſe or ſettle. 
ment, gift or ceſſion, not having the authority aforeſaid, is null and 
void, and that no right or title will accrue in conſequence 'of any ſuch 

purchaſe, gift, ceſſion or ſettlement. | 
Done in Congreſs, at Princeton, this 22d day of September, in 
the year of our Lord 1783, and of our ſovereignty and inde- 
pendence the eighth. 


Congreſs took into conſideration the report of a committee, con- 


ſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Read, Mr. M. Henry, Mr. Huntington, | 


Mr. Peters, Mr. Wilſon and Madiſon, appointed to conſider what ju- 


riſdiction may be proper for nts Sh in the * ok their ne 
reſidence; whereupon, 


Ordered, That the ſaid r. report be ferred to a committee of the | 


whole houſe. 


Resolved, That on T burſday next, Congreſs be reſolved into a com- 


mittee of the whole, to take into conſideration the above report. 
— ——— —' ü 
| | TuEsSDAY, September 23, 1785. 
on motion of Mr. S. Huntington, ſeconded hy Mr. Mercer, 
Resolved, That a copy of the reſolution of the 15th inſt. reſpecting 


major-general R. Howe, be tranſmitted to the commander in chief; 


and that the general be requeſted to ſignify to the officers and ſol- 
diers of che detachment under the command of general Howe, that 


Congreſs are well ſatisfied with the promptitude and alacrity they dil- | 


covered in executing t the ſervice on which they were employed, 
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Tons Dar, September 25, 1783. 5 | 
At the requeſt of Mr. Holten, a delegate for the ſtate of Maſſa- 


chuſetts, the letter of the 11th July, 1783, from the legiſlature of that 
ſtate, was entered on the journal as follows: | 


« Commonwealth of Massachusetts. | 
| Boſton, July 11, 1783. 

SIR; | | | | | 
THE addreſs of the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, has been 
received by the legiflature of the commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts ; 
and while they confider themſelves as bound in duty to give Congreſs 
the higheſt aſſurance, that no meaſures conſiſtent with their circum- 
ſtances, and the conſtitution of this government and the federal union, 
ſhall remain unattempted by them, to furniſh thoſe ſupplies which juſ- 
tice demands, and which are neceſſary to ſupport the credit and honor 
of the United States; they find themſelves under a neceſſity of ad- 
dreſſing Congreſs, in regard to the ſubjec of the half-pay of the offi- 
eers of the army, and the propoſed commutation thereof; with ſome 
other matters of a ſimilar nature which produce among the people of 
this commonwealth the greateſt concern and uneaſineſs, and involve 
the legiſlature thereof in no ſmall embarraſſments. _ 

The legiſlature have not been unacquainted with the ſufferings, nor 
are they forgetful of the virtue and bravery of their fellow-citizens in 


de fully compenſated for their ſervices and ſufferings, at the ſame time 
it is moſt ſincerely wiſhed that they may return to the boſom of their 
country, under ſuch circumſtances, as may place them in the moſt agree- 
able light with their fellow-citizens, 1 5 3 
Congreſs, in the year 1780, reſolved, that the officers of the army, 
who ſhould continue therein during the war, ſhould be entitled to half- 
pay for life ; and at the ſame time reſolved, that all ſuch as ſhould retire 
therefrom, in conſequence of the new arrangement which was then or- 


tation of which half-pay has ſince been propoſed. 


The general court are ſenſible that the United States in Congreſs 


avil officers as may be neceſſary for managing the general affairs of 
tie United States: but in making ſuch proviſion, due regard ever ought 
to be had to the welfare and happineſs of the people, the rules of equi- 


thoſe principles were not duly attended to, in the grant of half-pay to 
the officers of the army ; that, being in our opinion, a grant of more 
than an adequate reward for their ſervices, and inconſiſtent with that 
equality which ought to ſubſiſt among citizens of free and republican 
lates. Such a meaſure appears to be calculated to raiſe and exalt ſome 


titizens in wealth and grandeur, to the injury and oppreſſion of others, 
fren if the inequality which will happen among the officers of the ar- 
ay, who have performed from one to cight years ſervice, ſhould not be : 


ken into conſideration. 


the army; and while they are ſenſible that juſtice requires they ſhould 


dered to take place, ſhould be entitled to the ſame benefit: a commu- 


aſſembled are, hy the confederation, veſted with a diſcretionary power, 
to make proviſion for the ſupport and payment of the army, and ſuch 


ty, and the ſpirit and general deſign of the confederation. We cannot 
on this occaſion avoid ſaying that, with due reſpect, we are of opinion, 


276 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 


The obſervations which have been made with regard to the officers 
of the army, will in general apply to the civil officers appointed by | 
Congreſs, who, in our opinion, have been allowed much larger ſalaries 
than are conſiſtent with the ſtate of our finances, the rules of equity, ; 
and a proper regard to the public good: and indeed, if the United 
States were in the moſt wealthy and proſperous circumſtances, it is 
conceived that economy and moderation, with reſpect to grants and h 
allowances, in oppoſition to the meaſures which have been adopted by 
monarchical and luxurious courts, would moſt highly conduce to our n 


reputation, even in. the eyes of foreigners, and would cauſe a people, c 
who have been contending with ſo much ardour and expenſe for re. 0 
publican conſtitutions and freedom, which cannot be ſupported with. 0 
out frugality and virtue, to appear with dignity and conſiſtency; and Nt 
at the ſame time would, in the beſt manner, conduce to the public Wl 
happineſs. | by 1 


It is thought to be eſſentially neceſſary, eſpecially at the preſent be 
time, that Congreſs ſhould be exprelsly informed, that ſuch meaſures tl 
as are complained of, are extremely oppoſite and irritating to the prin- Wl re 
ciples and feelings which the people of ſome eaſtern ſtates, and of this 
in particular, inherit from their anceſtry. „„ 

The legiſlature cannot, without horror, entertain the moſt diſtant idea ¶ pe 
of the diſſolution of the union, which ſubſiſts between the United WM bli 
States, and the ruin which would inevitably enſue thereon ; but with WI Ut 
great pain they muſt obſerve, that the extraordinary grants and al- gre 
lowances which Congreſs have thought proper to make to their civil Wl giv 
and military officers, have produced ſuch effects in this commonwealth, Wl jet 
as are of a threatening aſpect. From thele ſources, and particularly Wl cor 
from the grant of half-pay to the officers of the army, and the propo- Wl t * 
ſed commutation thereof, it has ariſen, that the general court has not il cell 
been able hitherto to agree in granting to the United States, an im- , 
poſt duty, agreeable to the recommendation of Congreſs ; while the WW [ea 

eneral aſſembly at the ſame time, have been deeply impreſſed with a WM kno 
ſenſe of the neceſſity of ſpeedily adopting ſome effe&ual meaſures, tor ¶ anc 

ſupplying the continental treaſury, for the reſtoration of the public WM de 

credit, and the ſalvation of the country: and propoſe, as the preſent Wl I 
ſeſſion is near terminating, again to take the ſubject of the impoſt du-W de 
ty into confideration early in the next. From theſe obſervations youll the 
may eafily learn the difficult and critical fituation the legiſlature is in, 
and they rely on the wiſdom of Congreſs to adopt and propoſe ſome 
meeaſure for relief in this extremity. VFW 


In the name and by order of the General Court, 
We are your excellency's 
moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
S. Apans, President of the Senate. 
TRISTRAM DALTON, Speaker of 
the House of Representatives« 
His excellency the Preſident of Congreſs, | 


Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the report of the committee, on the letter 0 
the 11th July, from the legiſlature of Mafſachuſetts, and the ſame be 
ing read as follows: 


— 


rr ds 


A. 7 


C 
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„That the ſubjects of complaint in the ſaid letter are the grant of 
half- pay for life to the officers of the army; the commutation granted 
to the ſaid officers of five years whole pay, in lieu of the ſaid half. pay; 
and the ſalaries allowed to the civil officers of Congreſs. 

That without dwelling on the reaſonableneſs and juſtice of a pro- 
viſion in favor of thoſe whoſe former profeſſions, purſuits and proſpects, 
have in a long courſe of military ſervice, given place to habits and 
acquirements, which on the return of peace, however honorable the? 


may be to the poſſeſſor, ceaſe to be a ſource of profit to him. Your 


committee obſerve, that the half-pay was granted at a critical period 
of the war, when our finances were embarraſſed, our credit impaired, 
our army diſtreſſed, the officers diſcontented, and refignations ſo ge- 
neral, as to threaten the diſſolution of a corps on whoſe military ex- 
perience the public ſafety, in the judgment of the commander in chief, 


greatly depended. The firſt grant was limited to ſeven years, but not 
being deemed ſatisfactory by the army, the evil of reſignations con- 


tinued to prevail to ſo alarming a degree, as to require a more effeCtual 


remedy ; and the grant of half-pay to the officers was extended for life. 
Your committee are perſuaded that no doubt can be entertained, 


but that Congreſs were of opinion, that this proviſion was alone com- 
petent, if it was not the only one at that time in their power, to eſta- 
bliſh a military force capable of oppoſing the dangers with which the 
United States were then ſurrounded. That although it is to be re- 
rretted that any meaſure has been adopted by Congreſs, which has 
ziven uneaſineſs to the legiſlature or the citizens of the Maſſachuſetts ; 
yet experience has ſhewn how eſſentially that proviſion in queſtion has 
contributed to the ſtability of the army, to its perfection in diſcipline, 
to the vigor and decilion of its operations, and to thoſe brilliant ſuc- 
ceſſes which have haſtened the bleſſings of a ſafe and honorable peace. 


Your committee hold it to be the bounden duty of Congreſs, to 


leave no effort-uneſſayed, that may enable them to conform to the 
known and expreſs ſenſe of their conſtituents ; but a perfect compli- 
ance with the wiſhes of every part, will often be found, after due con- 
ideration, impracticable. | 5 8 

Your committee conſider the meaſure of Congreſs, as the reſult of 
i deliberate judgment, framed on a general view of the intereſts of 
the union at large. They conclude it to be a truth, that no ſtate in 
this confederacy, can claim (more equitable than an individual in a 
lociety) to derive advantages from a union, without conforming to the 


judgment of a conſtitutional majority of thoſe who compoſe it; ſtill, 
however, they conceive it will be found no leſs true, that if a ſtate | 


every way ſo important as Maſſachuſetts, ſhould withhold her ſolid 
lupport to conſtitutional meaſures of the confederacy, the reſult muſt 


be a diſſolution of the union; and then ſhe muſt hold herſelf as alone 


reſponſible for the anarchy and domeſtic confuſion that may ſucceed, 
and for expoling all theſe confederated ſtates (who at the commence- 
nent of the late war, leagued to defend her violated rights) an eaſy prey 
to the machinations of their enemies, and the ſport of European po- 
tics: And therefore they are of opinion, that Congreſs ſhould {till 
confide, that a free, enlightened and generous people, will never ha- 


ard conſequences ſo perilous and alarming ; and in all circumſtances 
Vor. VIII. e 
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rely on the wiſdom, temper and virtue of their conſtituents, which 
(guided by an all-wiſe Providence) have ever interpoſed to avert im. 
pending evils and misfortunes. 

Your committee beg leave further to obſerve, that from an earneſt 
deſire to give ſatisfaction to ſuch of the ſtates as expreſſed a diſlike to 
the half-pay eſtabliſhment, a ſum in grofs was propoſed by Congreſs, 
and accempted by the officers, as an equivalent for their half-pay, 
That your committee are informed, that ſuch equivalent was aſcer- 


_ tained on eſtabliſhed principles which are acknowledged to be juſt, and 


adopted i in ſimilar caſes: but that if the objections againſt the com- 
mutation were ever ſo valid, yet as it is not now under the arbitration 
of Congreſs, but an act finally adopted, and the national faith pledged 
to carry it into effect, they could not be taken into conſideration, 
With regard to the ſalaries of civil officers it may be obſerved, that 
the neceſſaries of life have been very high during the war: hence | It 
has happened that even the ſalaries complained of, have not been found 
ſufficient to induce perſons properly qualified, to accept of many impor. 
tant offices, and the public buſineſs is left undone. 
Your committee are nevertheleſs of opinion, that ſince the ceſſation 
of hoſtilities, the expenſe of living is moderated, and that a conlidera- 
ble reduction may be made in the civil liſt,” | 
On the queſtion to agree to this report, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr. Holten, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


The committee, OY of Mr. Madiſon, Mr. Higginſon and Mr 1 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Facter, we: 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 
Nhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Howell, 10 f no 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 1 
f Mr. B. Huntington, a 7 9 
New-York, Mr. Duane, X 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, a 2 af 
New-TJersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
4 Mr. Clark, 
Mr. Condict, . 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
| 9 5 Mr. Montgomery, 
Mr. Peters, 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, J. 5 
| Mr. Bedford, 7 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, — 8 * 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, oy 
Mr. Bland, S 7 
Mr. Lee, ay li 7 
Mr. Mercer, ay 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, | 25 TY 
8 Mr. Williamson, ay\ © 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, 2 1 
Mr. Beresford, ay od 


w— + Co ad. 


— 
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Hamilton, to whom was referred a letter from Dr. Franklin, of the 


agreed to as follows.: : 
By the United States in cb ess asse mòled. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


on the 28rh day of September, 1782, to the hon. Benjamin Franklin, 


the ſaid treaty hath been duly approved and ratified by the United 


words following, to wit : 
r- | | [See Treaty, page 219. ] 


ow therefore, to the end, that the ſaid treaty may with all good 

on faith be performed and abſsrved on the part of theſe ſtates, all the ci- 

a- tizens and inhabitants thereof, and more eſpecially all officers and 

| others in the ſervice of the United States, are hereby enjoined and 

re- required to govern themſelves ſtrictly in all . according to the 
ſtipulations above recited. 

Done in Congreſs, at Princeton, this 25th Joy of September, in the 

year of our Lord 1783, ang of our ſovereignty and independence 

the eighth, 
0 ELIAS Boupixor, President. 
CuarnLEs Tnonusox, Secretary. | 


The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Williamſon and Mr, 
Duane, to whom was referred a memorial of Stephen Moore, report, 
„That the memorialiſt is proprietor of a tract of land containing 
by eſtimation 1100 acres, lying in the high-lands, on the weſt ſide of 


derable quantity of timber and wood has been taken for the ule of thoſe 
works, and the garriſon poſted there in the courſe of the war. That 
in purſuance of an act of Congreſs of the 18th day of December, 1779, 
the quarter-maſter-general returned an eſtimate of the e which 
had been then ſuſtained by the memorialiſt. 

That on the 7th of February, 1780, an order iſſued on the ee 
in favour of the ſaid memorialiſt for 10, 000 dollars, and alſo a draft 


on the governor of North-Carolina for 30,000 dollars, both towards 


atisfaction for the ſaid damages. 


before. mentioned eſtimate, but alſo the value of wood and timber cut 
and taken for repairing and improving the ſaid fortifications, and ac- 


| ble rent for the uſe of the ſaid land. 


ad MrÞ=*!t of the public, and of the memorialiſt, will be beſt promoted by 2 
| nal ſettlement of the claims under conſideration, without wy regard 


15th of April laſt, reported the draught of a proclamation, which was 


WHEREAS in purſuance of a plenipotentiary commiſhon, given 
a treaty of amity and commerce between his majeſty the king of Swe-_ 
den and the United States of America, was on the 3d day of April, 
1783, concluded by the ſaid Benjamin Franklin, with a miniſter ple- . 
nipotentiary, named for that purpoſe, by the ſaid king : and whereas 


States in Congreſs aſſembled, and a tranſlation thereof made in the 


Hudſon's river. That the fortifications and barracks at Weſt-Point, 
and its vicinity are erected within the ſaid tract, from which a conſt. 


That the memorialiſt claims not only the arrears due to bim on the 


tommodating the garriſon ſince that period; together with a reaſona- 


Upon this ſtate of facts, the committee are of opinion, that the in- 
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to the eſtimates grounded on the before-mentioned act of the 18th of 
December, 1779.“ FED ey We 


Whereupon, Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance take = 


der for aſcertaining the quantity and value of the wood and timber, 
alſo of the hay which have been taken from the lands of the memo. 
rialiſt, Stephen Moore, at Weſt-Point, for the public uſe, by referring 


the ſame to the determination of three diſintereſted perſons, who ſhall | 


be upon oath, one of whom ſhall be choſen by the ſuperintendant of 
finance, another by the memorialiſt, and a third by the two firſt choſen, 
They ſhall alſo determine the rent of the buildings formerly ereCted, 
and of the lands from the time they have been in poſſeſſion of the public, 
| That the ſeveral ſums already received by the memorialiſt from the 
United States, on account of the ſaid lands, ſhall be charged againſt 
him according to its value by the ſcale of depreciation of the 28th day 
of June, 1780 ; and the balance ſhall be paid or ſecured to him in the 
ſame manner as other ſimilar claims are paid or ſecured ; the memo- 
rialiſt on his part giving ſufficient ſecurity to indemnify the United 
States againſt any claims made upon the ſaid lands. 
According to order, the houſe was reſolved into a committee of the 
whole, to take into conſideration the report of the committee appointed 
to conſider what juriſdiction may be proper for Congreſs in the place 
of their permanent reſidencde. by ie : 
Mr. Carroll was elected to the chair. After ſome time the preſident 
reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee of 
the whole had taken into conſideration the report referred to them, 
and made ſome progreſs therein, but not having come to a concluſion, 
deſire leave to fit again to-morrow, 
Ordered, That leave be granted. 
 Frinar, September 26, 1783. 
On the report of the committee, conſiſting of Mr, Peters, Mr. M*Hen- 
ry and Mr. Bland, to whom was referred a letter of the 5th, from the 


war-office, relative to furloughing the Pennſylvania line, and ſubſiſ- 
tence to officers. | 


Resolved, That in the opinion of Congreſs, the reſolves of the 26th | 
of May and 11th of June laſt, authorizing the commander in chief 


and ſecretary at war, to grant furloughs, are fully ſufficient to enable 


them to take order in the buſineſs reſpecting the Pennſylvania line, and 
captain Second and lieutenant Beaulieu, mentioned in the letter from 


the aſſiſtant ſecretary at war of the 5th inſtant. > 
Resolved, That the commander in chief be authorized and direQed 
to grant furloughs to ſuch of the general, medical and ſtaff officers, 
and the officers of the engineers, whoſe ſervices are not, in his opinion, 
neceſſary for the troops remaining in aQual ſervice. 
Congreſs took into conſideration the report of a committee, conſiſt- 


ing of Mr. Duane, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr. Gerry and 


Mr. Higginſon, appointed to conſider the late diſpatches from the mi- 
niſters of theſe United States at foreign courts, and to report what 
meaſures are neceſſary to be taken thereon: And the following para- 
graph being under debate, viz. © Your committee beg leave further 
to obſerve, that in thoſe diſpatches, and particularly in Mr. Adams“ 
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letter of the 18th of July, a ſentiment is earneſtly inculcated, which is 


indeed obvious in itſelf; that the union requires additional ſupport from 
its members, and that if the United States become re ſpectable, it muſt be 
by me ans of more energy in government: for as ſome of the nations 
of Europe do not yet perceive this important truth, © that the ſphere 
of their own commerce will be eventually enlarged by the growth of 
America, but on the contrary, manifeſt a jealouſy of our future proſ- 
perity, it becomes the United States ſeriouſly to conſider their own in- 
tereſts, and to deviſe ſuch general ſyſtems and arrangements, commercial 
or political, as our own peculiar circumſtances may, from time to time, 
require.“ Vour committee, therefore, propoſe, that a ſpecial commit- 
tee be appointed, to take this important ſubject under deliberation, 
and to report the reſult to Congreſs.” 


And on the queſtion to agree to the foregoing paragraph, the yeus - 


and nays being required by Mr. Howell, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, NO > ® 
Masgacbusetts, Mr. Holten, 2 8 * 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, k > 
Mr. Howell, wh BY 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 
b Mr. B. Huntington, MF W 
New. York, Mr. Duane, ay 
I Mr. L' Hommedieu, 4 2 
Neꝛv- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay | 
: 5 Mr. Clark, MN ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay | 
Mr. Montgomery, A” 
ns Mr. Peters, ay) 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, ay e 
e OE Mr. Bedford, 25 * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay > * 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, nod 


c 
5 „„ ad 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 

| Mr. Williamson, ay 
Mr. Read, 1 


Mr. Beresford, ay 

So it Was reſolved in the affirmative. 

_ - 
S4TURDAT, September 27, 1783. 

"On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
M<Henry and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a memorial of lieu- 
tenant-colonel Ternant; 

Resolved, That 1 Ternant be el that Con- 
greſs, in continuing general Armand in the command of his corps at 
the time of his promotion to his preſent rank, had reaſons of a pecu- 
liar nature, without any intention derogatory to the merit of lieute- 
nant-colonel Ternant, of whoſe uſeful and diſtinguiſhed ſervices in the 
ſeveral confidential and important ſtations in which he has been em- 
ployed, they entertain a $308 ſenſe. 


| South. Carolina, 
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Movnar, September 29, 17 83. 

On the report of committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Fitzſim- 
mons and Mr. Hawkins, to whom was referred a memorial of Mark 
Bird, requeſting that the chain made for the defence of Hudſon's ri. 
ver, may be delivered to him at a reaſonable price: 

Resolved, That it is improper at this time to diſpoſe of the chain 
made for the defence of Hudſon's river. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Gerry, Mr. Lee and 


Mr. Carroll, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Gerry, 
l Resolved, That the miniſter or miniſters for negociating peace in 


behalf of the United States, be, and they are hereby inſtructed to ne. 


gociate an explanation of the following paragraph of the declaration 
acceded to by the miniſters plenipotentiary of the United States, the 
20th January, 1783, relative to captures, viz. That the term ſhould 
be one month from the Channel and North-ſea, as far as the Canary 
iſlands incluſively, whether in the Ocean or the Mediterranean. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above inſtruction be ſent to the court 


"=o appeals, and to the executives of the ſeveral ſtates reſpectively. 


— > — 
TutsSDAY, September 30, 1783, 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. M. Henry, Mr. 
Peters and Mr. Bland, to hom was referred a letter of 15th May, 
from the ſecretary at war, 

Resolved, That the ſecretary at war iſſue to all officers in the army, 
under the rank of major-general, who hold the ſame rank now that 
they held in the year 1777, a brevet commiſſion one grade higher than 
their preſent rank, having reſpect to their ſeniority; and that com- 
miſſions for full colonels be granted to the lieutenant- colonels of 1777, 
the reſolution of 27th May, 1778, notwithſtanding, 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. M*Henry, Mr. Pe- 


ters and Mr. Duane, to whom were referred a letter from captain Se- 


cond, and ſundry other papers, 

Reolned, That captains Second and De Pontiere, late of Pulaſki's 
legion, be promoted to the rank of majors by brevet in the army of 
the United States ; their relative rank to be ſettled l to the 
dates of their preſent commiſſions. 

Resolved, That lieutenant Beaulieu be promoted to the rank of 
captain by brevet in the army of the United States. 

n a report from the ſecretary at war: 

Resolved, That the brevet commiſſion of major i in the army of the 
United States, iſſue to captain Haſkell, aid- de- camp to major. general 
R. Howe. 

On the report of a committee, conbiliog of Mr. M. Henry „Mr. 
Hawkins and Mr. Madiſon, to whom was referred a memorial of lieu- 
tenant Edward Phelon: 

Whereas lieutenant Edward Phelon, of the 4th Maſſachuſetts regi- 
ment, hath, by his memorial ſet forth, that while he was fighting for 
the Idertzes of the United States, he received ſeveral wounds, under 
which he has for four years paſt, borne the moſt excruciating pains; 
and that during that time, he has been without any other ſupport from 
the public, than what has been given to other officers 1 in full health; 
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and that he is ſtill a cripple: and whereas the facts above ſet forth, are 
certified to be true in all their parts, by eleven of the general-officers 
of the army, who have moreover recommended him as having ſerved 
with reputation to himſelf, and advantage to the United States, and as 

| deſerving the favor and conſideration of Congreſs : therefore, 

Resolved, That the ſecretary at war iſſue to lieutenant E. Phelon, 
a commiſſion of captain in the army of the United States. 


On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Ellery, 


Foster, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, a 2 4 
F Mr. Holten, 85 of 
. Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, nod, 
Mr. Howell, wt 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay? 
Fr ns | Huntington, =: 2 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boud ino, ay}. 
C AC 
| Y Mr. Condict, „ 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay > * 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, ay 
= BY Mr. Tilton, 4 * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, | 9a 5 
_— Mr. M Henry, ay \ . 
Virginia, Mr. Band, oy}. 
Mr. Lee, 42 
5 Mr. Mercer, ay) 
A North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ayQ | 
| Mr. Williamson, ay 8 
ho South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay > * 
8 So it was reſolved i in the affirmative. 


— 22 — 
WEDNESDAY, October 1, 17 83. 

The ſuperintendant of finance, to whom was referred a memorial of 
John Halſted, having laid before Congreſs a report from the commiſ- 
loner of accounts for the commillary' s department, on the accounts of 
the laid J. Halſted. 

| Resolved, That the accounts of John Halſted, be ſettled on the 
principles ſtated in 1 the ſaid report. 

| — > — | 
Friar, October 3, 1783, 

"Whereas | it is s provided i in the 6th of the articles of confederation. 
that „ no veſſels of war ſhall be kept up in time of peace by any ſtate, 
except ſuch number only as ſhall be deemed neceſſary by the United 
States in Congreſs aſſembled, for the defence of ſuch ſtate or its trade; 
est vor ſhall any body of forces be kept up by any ſtate in time of peace, 
5 except ſuch number only as in the judgment of the United States in 
Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall be deemed requilite to garriſon the forts 
neceſſary for the defence of ſuch ſtate ;” and the delegates of the 
wy late of Virginia having applied to Coogrelh, for their 3 of 
L J 
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two armed veſſels being kept up by the ſaid ſtate at its own expenſe, 
for the purpoſe of ſecuring her trade; and having alſo laid before 
Congreſs an act paſſed by the legiſlature of the ſaid ſtate entitled, 
An act directing the enliſtment of guards for the public priſons and 
ſtores.“ 

Resolved, That the ſtate of Virginia may keep up at its own ex- 
penſe, two armed veſſels for the defence of the trade of that ſtate, 
provided that the ſame do not exceed the number of 14 guns, lix 

unders, and 75 men each. 

Resolved, That the ſtate of Virginia may keep up at its own ex- 
penſe, to the number of 25 privates with proper officers to guard the 
public priſons and ſtores. 

The order of the day being to conſider, the report of a committee 
on Indian affairs was then called for, and the following paragraph be 
ing under debate. 

« And whereas the legiſlature of the ſtate of New-York, have 
granted lands at Onondaga and Cayuga, to certain officers and pri- 
vates in the ſervice of the United States, not only as bounties for 
recruiting and enliſting, but to appeaſe the diſcontents, which prevail- 
ed for want of their pay, and as a reward for their meritorious ſer- 
vices, the ſaid commiſhoners are therefore further inſtructed to take 
care as far as will be conſiſtent with the public peace, that in the 
eſtabliſhment of the propoſed lines, the ſaid military grants be not 
prejudiced or impeached ; but if it thall appear that the perſiſting in 
ſuch grants and appropriations may ſo far irritate the Indians, as to 
expole theſe United States to the dangers and calamities of an Indian 
war; that then it wilb be proper for the commiſhoners to report the 
difficulties which ſhall ſo occur in their negociation to the legiſlature 
of the ſtate of New-York; and in ſuch caſe, it is earneſtly recom- 
mended to the legiſlature of New- York, to reviſe the laws by which 
ſuch appropriations have been made, ſo as to prevent the calamities 
of a new rupture with the Indians.“ 

A motion was made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, to 
ſtrike out the ſaid paragraph; and on the queſtion, ſhall that para. 
graph ſtand ? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, not __ 
Mr. Holten, It we 
 Rhode-1sland, Mr. Ellery, - BE 
Lg Mr. Howell, no 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no] 1 
Mr. B. Huntington, 400 | 
New-York, Mr. Duane, nod 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, wy mM 
Net- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
Mr. Clark, | 1% N 
; Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, 5 div; de 4 
| Mr, Peters, | ; 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, wo 
| Mr. Tilton, 


to 
4. 
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Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no 
3 Mr. Me Henry, 1 was 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, no 
Mr. Lee, no I no 
Mr. Mercer, A: 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 
Mr. Williamson, = os 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, no 
Mr. Beresford, 2 10 


So it paſſed i in the negative, and the paragraph was ſtruck out. 

The following paragraph being under debate. 

That the commiſſioners for the northern and weſtern diſtricts, or 
ſuch other perſons as may be appointed by Congreſs, ſhall be inſtruct- 
ed to unite together in holding one convention with the Indians in- 


habiting the diſtriQts aforeſaid, and their allies and dependents, for the 


purpoſes aforeſaid, and only to yield to leparats conventions in caſe of 
inevitable neceſſity : : 

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, ſeconded by Mr. La to o amend 
by adding, . 

« Of which convention previous notice of at leaſt one month ſhall 


be given by Congreſs, to the ſeveral ſtates in the union, from New- 
Hampſhire to Virginia incluſive, that ſuch ſtates as may conceive them- 
ſelves intereſted, may, if they think proper, ſend commiſſioners to be 
preſent at the treaty negociated with the Indians, for ſettling boun- 


dary lines by ſuch perſons as ſhall be appointed for that purpoſe by 
Congreſs.” 

And on the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays 
. required by Mr. Lee, 


Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay? 
5 Mr. Holten, ay bd 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Howell, no > * 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 7; d 4 
5 Mr. B. Huntington, yd di 8 88 
New-York, Mr. Duane, no 
5 5 Mr. L' Hommedieu, w?, oo 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
| Mr. Clark, no > no 
LE, ; Mr. Condict, | mh 
 Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, nod 
= | | . ot ugh 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, no 
1 "Mr, en, ot me 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, wy 5 
5 Mr. . Henry, no © 
Virginia, Mr. Bland, A 
Mr. Lee, ne 
7 . Mr. Mercer, MF 
 North-Carolinga, Mr. Hawkins, no#3 
„ Mr. Pilliamson, Kot 25 
Yor. VII. 902 


# 
8 _ 
. 
4%S 
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South-Carolina, Mr. Read, Fi; 
Mr. Beresford, pd. divided. 
So it Pa in the negative. 
. ů — 
Sab RDAr, October 4, 1783. 
On motion of Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Duane, 
Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance be directed to ſuſpend 
until the farther order of Congrefs, the ſale of all ſuch goods belong. 
ing to the United States as may be neceſſary for clothing 2000 troops, 
and ſuitable for ſupplying the Indians at a a propoſed negociation with 
them. 
— —— 
Monnar, October 6, 1783. 

On motion of Mr. M Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, 

Whereas William Langburn, hath ſerved from the commencement 
of the war in the army of the United States, with equal dilintereſted- 
nels and reputation. 

Resolved, That a brevet commiſſion of lieutenant-colonel be grants 
ed to the ſaid William Langburn. 

On motion of Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, 

Resolved, That the commander in chief be, and he is hereby au- 


thorized, if he ſhall think proper, to reward the diligence and fidelity 


of the 12 horſemen, who have acted as his guard at head-quarters, by 
preſenting them with their horſes and accoutrements on their diſcharge. 
The order of the day being called for and read, to take into conſi- 
deration the propoſitions of ſeveral ſtates, reſpeQing a place for the 
permanent reſidence of Congreſs. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

That Congreſs reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole, to take 
into conſideration the propoſitions of the ſeveral ſtates from New- 


York to Virginia incluſive, Icy a place for the permanent reſi⸗ 


dence of Congreſs. 
Queſtion put, paſſed in the negative. 


A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Foſter, to polt- I 
pone the order of the day, and on the queſtion for . the yen 


and ng by being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ayd _ 
: Mr. Holten, 8 
 Rhode-Island, _ Mr. Ellery, ay 
3h % -. ay 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, nod 
| | Mr. B. Huntington, Ts we 
New-York, Mr. Duane, no 
7 Mr. L' Hommedieu, _ 5 
News-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
rh Mr. Clark, gs 
i Mr. Condict, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson, no 
| Mr. Montgomery, a” 
Mr. Peters, no} 


22 
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Delaware, Mr. Bedford, ay 2 
| Mr. Tilton, ay = 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no e | * 
Mr. M*Henry, 2 8 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, no 
1 Mr. Madison, no 
Mr. Bland, no >no 
Mr. Lee, no 
Mr. Mercer, no 
North - Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 
| Mr. Pilliamson, "> oo 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, 110 > # 


So it paſſed in the negative. 5 | 
A motion being before the houſe, it was moved by Mr. Howell, ſe- 
conded by Mr. Ellery, that the order of the day with the motion, be 
poſtponed till the laſt Monday in this month : and on the queſtion for 
poſtponing, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell, 


2 
Ly 6 


— — — — Pn) . . 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Fosterr 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay D 
Mr. Holten, | 4 9 
Nbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay 
„ Mr. Howell, 37 WY 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 
: Mr. B. Auntington, w BY 
New-York, Mr. Duane, OO OE 
5 Mr. L' Homenedieu, wt 5 
Ne- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 5 8 
Mr. Clark, © no >na 
; Mr. Condict, mnoJj -- 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson, 10 ö no | 
5 .. - no 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, wT 5 
| Mr. Tilton, 10 8 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ut 3 
: En Mr. M*Henry, no | 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, - © no) - 
Mr. Madsen, no is 
Mr. Bland, no no 1 
Mr. Lee, nal. | 
1 : Mr. Mercer, n 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, a! TY | 
Mr. Pilliamson, mo | 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, 1 mn a 1 
Mr. Beresford, no we | 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

On the queſtion, . 1 

Resolved, That the queſtion be taken, in which ſtate buildings ſhall 
be provided and erected for the reſidence of Congreſs ; beginning with 
New-Hampſhire, and proceeding in the order in which they ſtand. 

The queſtion for New-Hampſhire, paſſed in the negative. 
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The queſtion for Maſſachuſetts, paſſed in the negative, 


On the queſtion for Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, the 


yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell, 


New-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts, 


Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, f 


North-Caroli na, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. S. Huntington, 
Mr. B. Huntington, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 
The queſtion for Connecticut, paſſed in the negative. 


On the q 


Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


| New-Y, ork, 


New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr, 


Mr. S. Huntington, 
Mr. B. Huntington, 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. Pe 


Foster, 
Gerry, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Howell, 


Duane, 


L' Hommedieu, 


Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, 
Wilson, _ 
Montgomery, 
Feters,- - 
Bedford, 
Tilton, 
Carroll, 

Me Henry, 


Jones, 


Madison, | 
Bland, 
Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Read, 
Beresford, 


Foster, 
Gerry, 


Holten, 


Ellery, 
Howell, 


Duane, 


L' Hommedieu, 


Boudinot, 
Clark, 


Condict, 


Wilson, 


Montgomery, 


ters, 


no ; 


no 
noe _ 
no 
215 
no 


no 


ueſtion to agree to New-York, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr. Duane, La : e 
New- Hampshire, 


Massachusetts, 


OCTOBER 1783. 289 


Delaware, Mr. Bedford, 
my Mr. Tilton, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. M. Henry, 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Mercer, 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
| | Mr. Villiamson, | 
 South-Carolina, Mr. Read, 
Mr. Beresford, 
So it paſſed in the negative. 


On the queſtion to agree to wee the Fw and nays being 
required by Mr. Boudinot, |; 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 
| Mr. Holten, 
Rbhode-LTsland, Mr. Ellery, 
ET Mr.. Howell, 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 
5 Mr. B. Huntington, 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 
: | Mr. I' Hommedieu, 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, 


Mr. Clark, 
8 Mr. Condict, 
Pennsylvania, Mr, Pilson, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Mr. Peters, 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, 
7” ORD Mr. Tilton, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
„„ Mr. M* Henry, 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 
ä Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Lee 5 | 
5 Mr. Mercer, 
North. Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
1 Mr. Pilliamson, 
e Mr. Read, „ 
: Mr. Beresford, 5 = _ 
So it paſſed ; in the negative. | 


On the queſtion for Fan, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. Wilſon, | s 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no 4 1 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 0 
Mr, Holten, No 
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Rbode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


 North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. L' Hommedieu, 


Mr. Boudinot, 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Ellery, 
Howell, 


S. Huntington, 
B. Huntington, . 


Duane, 


Clark, 


Condict, 
Wilson, © 
Montgomery, 


Peters, 


Bedford, 


Tilton, 


Carroll, 
Mc Henry, 
Mr., Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 


Mr. Bland, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


80 it paſſed in the negative. 


On the queſtion for Delaware, the yeas and nays being required by 


Mr. Bedford, 


New- Hampabire, 
Massachusetts, 


| Rbode-Island, | 


nn, 


New-York, 


New-Fersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


| Virginia, | 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


| Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Lee, 


Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 


Read, 


Beresford, 


Foster, 
Gerry, 


Holten, 


Ellery, 


Howell, 
S. Huntington, 
B. Huntington, 


Duane, 


L' Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 


Clark, 


Mr. Ce 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Wilson, 


Montgomery, 


Peters, 


Bedford, 


Tilton, 


Carroll, 
M Henry, 


Fones, 


Madison, 


Bland, 
Lee, 


Mercer, 


Condict, 


no no 


2d 5 divided. 
no. 


\ 


Nortb- Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. Carroll, 


New-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts, 


Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 


by | Virginia, 


0 | North-Carolina, , 


Seis Carolina, 


So it paſſed i in the negative. 
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Mr. Hawkins, no? „ 
Mr. Williamson, No 

Mr. Read, Pn, 
Mr. Beresford, or lte 


So it paſſed i in the negative. 
On the queſtion for Maryland, the yeas and nays being required by 


Mr. Foster, no S * 
Mr. Gerry, no 

Mr. Holten, „ 
Mr. Ellery, _ no 


r. Howell, „ 
Mr. S. Huntington, no 
Mr. B. Huntington, no\ 


; 
| Urs B. Keen, ae; 
r. Duane, _ 


Mr. L' Hommedieu, no 
Mr. Boudinot, no} 
REF. Car, - no >no 
Mr. Condict, no} 
Mr. Wilson, no 
Mr. Montgomery, a” 
Mr. Peters, no 
Mr. Bedford, 2 
Mr. Tilton, "my" 
Mr. Carroll, © 25 
Mr. Me Henry, 5 % 
Mr. Jones, ay 
Mr. Madison, 1 
Mr. Bland, no >ay 
Mr. Lee, ay 
Mr. Mercer, ay] 
Mr. Hawkins, ay? 
Mr. Pilliamson, 4 * 
Mr. Read, ay? 
Mr. Beresford, oz Y 


On the queſtion for . the yeas and nays being required by 


Mr. Bland, 


New - Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts, 


Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-Fersey, 


Mr. Foster, " > * 
Mr. Gerr | 
Mr. Fd 5 : 9 N divided. 
Mr. Ellery, No 5 Ry 
Mr. Howell, nod 
Mr. S. Huntington, no 5 
Mr. B. Huntington, SS 
Mr. Duane. no : 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, _ oy 
Mr. Boudinot, no 
Mr. Clark, . 


Mr. Condict, no 


i 
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Pennsyleania, Mr. Wilson, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Mr. Peters, 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, 
| Mr. Tilton, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. M* Zenry, 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Lee, 
9 Mr. Mercer, 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
Mr. Williamson, 
een, Mr. Read, 
| Mr. Beresford, 


So it paſſed i in the negative, 
The queſtion for North-Carolina, aſſed 3 in the negative. 
The queſtion for South-Carolina, paſſed in the negative. 
The queſtion for Georgia, paſſed in the negative. 
Resolved, That the fixing on a place for providing and erecting 
buildings for the reſidence of Congreſs, de an order of the day for to- 
morrow. 


ws divided. 
no 


Tutspar, October 4 1783. | 

A de putation from the yearly meeting of the people called Quakers, 
held in Philadelphia, tor Pennſylvania, New-Jerſey and Delaware, and 
the weſtern parts of Maryland and Virginia, having ſignified to the 
preſident their deſire of preſenting an addreſs to Congreſs. 

Resolved That the preſident inform them that Congreſs will receive 
their adduct to-morrow at 12 o'clock. Es 
| The order of the day being called for, 

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, 

That buildings for the uſe of Congreſs be erected on the banks of 
the Delaware, near Trenton, or of Patowmack, near George-Town, 
provided a ſuitable diſtrict can be procured on one of the rivers as afore- 
ſaid, for a federal town, and that the right of ſoil and an excluſive or 
fuch other juriſdiction as Congreſs may direct, ſhall be veſted i in the 
United States. 

A motion was made by Mr. Bedford, ſeconded by Mr. Wilſon, to 
ſtrike out the words, © near Trenton,“ and near George-Town :” and 
on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays being re- 
_ quired by Mr. Bedford, 


New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Mas sacbusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay} 
Mr. Holten, 5 ay 
Mr. Os good, ay _ 
Rhode-Tsland Mr. Ellery, — "Ms 
| ; Mr. Howell, | ny divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 92 
Mr. B. Huntington, ay oY 


to 
the 


JJ 


New-York, Mr. Duane, a 2 4 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay o 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
Mr. Clark, no >no 
© gh Mr. Condict, no 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no) 
5 | Mr. Wilson, 0 
Mr. Montgomery, no 
| Mr. Peers, no. 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, 2 8 
555 Mr. Tilton, no 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 1 
vo J Mr. M*Henry, 71 divided. 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay 
N Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Bland, ay gay 
Mr. Lee, no- 
| Mr. Mercer, Al 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay}. 
| . Mr. Williamson, ay 5 128 
— Mr. Read, 


9 
Nr. Beresford, no © divided. : 
80 the queſtion was loſt, and the words were {truck out. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 


to add “the Hud fon: and on the queſtion to agree to this amendment, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Duane, 


d Ne- Humpsbire, Mr. Foster, | a C * 
le Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 63 
| „ Mr. Holten, 2 
e 1 Mr. Osgood, no 
: de-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, 1 
„ Mr. Howell, 25 divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. B. Huntington, no Þ * 
of New-York, Mr. Duane, ay X 
7g Wh. os Fe Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay ay | 
re- New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
or | Mr. Clark, no >no 
the Mr. Condict, no 
5 Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 10 
to : 221 Mr. Pilson, - 
and Mr. Montgomery, no 
re- 5 Mr. Peters, no 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, no 
V Mr. Tilton, © no 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no 
„ Mr. M Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, no 
5 Mr. Madison, no 
: Mr. Bland, no 
; Mr. Lee, no 
Mr. Mercer, no 
Vol. VIII. 1 0. 


r 
|; 
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North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins "TY EN 

Mr. Williamson, jel divided. 
Mr. Read, nod 
Mr. Beresford, no 


So it paſſed in the negative. 

The motion being then amended, ſo as to read, 

That building for the uſe of Congreſs be erected on or near the 
banks of the Delaware, or of the Patowmack : provided a ſuitable dif. 
trict can be procured on one of the rivers as aforeſaid, for a federal 
town; and that the right of ſoil, and an excluſive or ſuch other ju. 


South-Carolina, 


riſdiction as Congreſs may direQ, ſhall be veſted in the United States, 


A motion was then made by Mr. Carroll, ſeconded by Mr. M*He- | 


ry, to poſtpone the motion before the houſe, in order to take into con- 
ſideration the following reſolve : 


That Congreſs do in behalf of the United States, accept the offer 
made by the legiſlature of the ſtate of Maryland, by their act of 
for the reſidence of Congreſs : 


And on the queſtion for poſtponing, the. -yeas and ops being requir- 
ed by Mr. Carroll, 


 New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 
RT” | Mr. Holten, 


Rbode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


8 New-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, | 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South. Carolina, 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


4 Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


80 it paſſed ir in the negative. | 


Osgood, 
Ellery, 
Howell, 


S. ron, 


B. Huntington, no 


Duane, 

L' Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, _ 
Fitzsimmons, 
Wilson, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 
Bedford, 
Tilton, 
Carroll, 
M*Henry, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 

Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Read, 
Beresford, 
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On the queſtion to agree to the motion as amended : 
Reſolved in the affirmative, 
On the queſtion, 


That buildings for the uſe of Congreſs be erected @n or near the 


banks of the Delaware, the yea and nays being required by Mr. 
Wilſon, 


de, 


Massachusetts, 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Foster, 


Gerry, 


no 
Holten, | 20 ay 
| Mr. Osgood, ay | 
Rhode-Island, . - apÞ-. 1 
| Mr. Howell, | 4 2 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 
Mr. B. Huntington, dy 8 
New-York, Mr. Duane, WF =: 
5 | Mr. L'Hommedieu, ot V 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
| Mr. Clark, 
Mr. Condict, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Mr. Nilson, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Mr. Peters, 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, 
5 Mr. Tilton, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
8 Mr. M Henry, 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, | 
Mr. Lee, 
155 Mr. Mercer, 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
5 Mr. Williamson, 85 
"South-Carolina, Mr. Read, 2 3 
Mr. Beresford, no 
| So it was Resolved, That buildings for the uſe of Congreſs be 
erected on or near the banks of the Delaware, provided a ſuitable 
ſtrict can be procured on or near the banks of the ſaid river, for a 
federal town; and that the right of ſoil, and an excluſive or ſuch 
other juriſdiction as s Congreſs may direct, thall be veſted in the Uni- 
ted States. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Bedford, ſeconded by Mr. Tilton, 
That the buildings for the "ule of Congreſs, be erected in the ſtate 
of Delaware, near Wilmington: And on the queſtion to agree to this, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bedford, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 1 
8 no 


1 


J. 


Mr. Holten, no \ 
Mr. Osgood, no 


— —— 
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Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Howell, 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 
ö | Mr. B. Huntington, 
New. Tork, Mr. Duane, 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, 
New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
| Mr. Clark, 
| Mr. Condict, 
Pennsyloania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Mr. Pilson, 
Mr. Peters, 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, 
5 Mr. Tiiton, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
3 Mr. M. Henry, 
Virginia, Mr. Jones, 
5 | Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Lee, 
| ES Mr. Mercer, 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
| ä Mr. Williamson, 
Souto-Lareling, Mr. Ned, 
Mr. Beresford, 
So it paſſed i in the negative, 
On motion, Resolved, That the place on the Delaware for erecting 


buildings for the uſe of Congreſs, be near the falls. 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to repair to the 
falls of Delaware, to view the ſituation of the country in its neigh- 


|  bourhood, and report a proper. cbs for carrying into effect, the 


preceding reſolution : 

The members, Mr. Gerry, Mr, 8. Huntington, Mr. . Mr. 
Duane, Mr. Clark. 
Resolved, That it be an order of the day for to-morrow, to con- 
ſider of the temporary reſidence of Congreſs. 

| — à22 — 
WEDNESDAY, October 8, 1783. 
A motion was made by Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. Read, | 
To re-conſider the reſolution of yeſterday, by which the reſidence 


of Congreſs is to be fixed near the falls of Delaware, in order to fix on 
ſome other place that ſhall be more central, more favourable to the 


union, and ſhall approach nearer to that juſtice which is due to the 


' ſouthern ſtates. And on the queſtion to re-conſider the reſolution ol 


yeſterday, by which the reſidence of Congreſs is to be fixed near the 


falls of Delaware, the yeas and nays being N by Mr. Williamſon, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
 Massachusedts, Mr. Gerry, 

158 Mr. Holten, no ar 
* Mr. Os good, „ 
Rhode Island, Mr. Ellery, no 


Mr, Howell, no "mw 
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Connecticut, « 
New-York, 


New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


 North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


So the queſtion was loſt. 


drew. 
— þ — 

1 FrIpar, October 10, 1783. 
* The order of the day being called for, 
" A motion was made by Mr. Bedford, ſeconded by Mr. 8 
| That for the more convenient tranſaction of the buſineſs of the 
" United States, and accommodation of Congreſs, it is expedient for 
2 them to adjourn from their preſent reſidence ; whereupon, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


S. Huntington, 
B. Huntington, 
Duane, 
L'Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 


Clark, 


Condict, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Wilson, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 
Bedford, 
Tilton, 
Carroll, 

M Henry, 

& Ra 
Madison, 
Lee, 

Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Villiamson, 
Read, 
n 


ra 


4 


no 


ay 

2 5 
; ay "4 

2 8 
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The deputation from the yearly meeting of the people called Qua- 
kers, attended, and being admitted, * their addreſs and with- 


It was moved by Mr. Gerry, and ſeconded by Mr. Holten, to ſtrike 


out the words, “ tranſaction of the buſineſs of the United States, 


and :” and on the queſtion, ſhall the words ſtand * ? the yeas and nays 


no > 


4 being required by Mr. Read, 
New -Hampsbire, 


Massachusetts, 
Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


New- Jersey, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Foster, 
Gerry, 
Holten, 
Osgood, 
Ellery, 
Howell, 


S. Huntington, 
B. Huntington, | 


Duane, 

£7 Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 
Condict, 


no 


In 

wy aa 

wy, 
% 
Jan 


af 

ay 

ay 
no 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay! 
Mr. Wilson, ay 1 
Mr. Montgomery, Je 
| Mr. Peters, ay 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, ay 
| Mr. Tilton, | 4 * 
Maryland, g Mr. Carroll, ay 
„ ,, 2 2 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Lee, no ay 
5 Mr. Mercer, 4 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
70 25 Mr. Williamson, 29 
W cphaamen Mr. Read, ay 
Mr. Beresford, = V 


80 f it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the main queſtion, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 
] 5 Mr. Holten, no I no 
| 1 = Mr. Osgood, no 
| Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 9 
1 Mr. Howell, no 
| Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 
J | | 5 Bhs 85 Mr. B. Huntington, eo "= 
f New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 
1! TY Mr. L' Hommedieu, — 2 
4 New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, _ 
{ . Oe. Mr. Clark, 42 
4 . Mr. Condict, no 
N Pennsyloania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
[ e Mr. Wilson, ay . 
1 Mr. Montgomery, ay a | 
. „5 Mr. Peters, ay | 
4 Delaware, Mr. Bedford, "" # 
[ „ Mr. Tiiton, ay 
4 Maryland. Mr. Carroll, n 
| „ Mr. M*<Henry, oa 2 
5 Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay} 
'F Mr. Lee, 42 
# Mr. Mercer, ay 
| North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay s 
| Mr. Williamson, J 
; South-Carolina, Mr. Read ay { 


Mr. Beresford, ay \ W 


$ it Was reſolved in the affirmative. 


A motion was then made by Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. 
Peters, 


That on the laſt Thurſday 1 in this month, the preſident adjourn Con- 


—_ _ — » 44, 


| 
| 
1 
| 


«+ 3 ——— 
—_ _ + ; 
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greſs to meet at Philadelphia on the next Saturday, there to fit for the 
diſpatch of public bulineſs, till the firſt Monday in June next ; at which 
time, the preſident is hereby empowered and directed to adjourn Con- 
greſs to meet at Trenton, on the Wedneſday following. 


It was thereupon moved by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, 
to ſtrike out © Philadelphia,” together with the words “ till the firſt 


Monday, &c.” to the end; and in lieu of Philadelphia ſtruck out, to 


inſert “ Trenton:“ 


And on the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Duane, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay > * _ 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay} 9 
bh Mr. Holten, 42 1 
ä Mr. Osgood, ay] x 
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, Vo 1 
Mr. Howell, 45 % 1 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay? 9 
Mr. B. Huntington, ay = 1 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 25 I 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay > B 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 3 
Mr. Clark, ay pay” 1 
Mr. Condict, ay } E 
PFennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no a | 
oy Mr. Wrilson, no | i 
Mr. Montgomery, no 0 
1 Mr. Peters, no]. 1 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, no Þ# 
F Mr. Tilton, 1 5 no Þ 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 25 1 
„ Mr. M. Henry, 10 9 9 
Virginia, | Mr. Madison, no = 
Mr. Mercer, at wad " 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no | 
CV Mr. Williamson, © wal oc 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, no 
. Mr. Beresford, 5 > 


So it paſſed in the negative. . . 5 ; 
On the queſtion to agree to the main queſtion, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Read, + 1 


 New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no>s% 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 0 

| Re Mr. Holten, no no 

. Mr. Osgood, no 

Kbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ad _ 

Mr. Howell, - 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 25 8 
Ws Mr. B. Huntington, no : 
.- New-York, Mr. Duane, 223 | 

Cat . Mr. L' Hommedieu, 4 7 
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New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

 North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
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Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, 
Fitzsimmons, 
Wilson, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 


Bedford, 


Carroll, 

M Henry, 
Madison, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Read, 
Beresford, 


So the queſtion was loſt. 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. 8. Huntington, Mr. Gerry and 


Mr. Duane, to whom wer referred the letters from general Du Por— 


tail, relating to himſelf and the other engineers of the royal corps, in 


the ae e of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, report, 


That major-general Du Portail, brigadier-general Laumoy, and co- 
lonel Gouvion, were permitted by his moſt Chriſtian majeſty to ſerve 
in the army of the United States, and for this purpoſe furloughs were 
granted to them by the king of France, from time to time, and it ap- 
pears that from a deſire to give a repeated manifeſtation of his at- 


tachment to the United States, the ſervices of theſe engineers were 


conſidered equally entitling them to the favour of their ſovereign, as 
if they had been performed in the armies of France. 

That theſe gentlemen have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in their profeſ- 
fion, during their ſervice in America, as aQve, intelligent, and uſeful 
officers, and conſidering that they entered our ſervice with the parti- 
cular approbation and conſent of their ſovereign, it appears to your 
committee that it will be expedient to grant them ſome peculiar teſti- 


monies of the ſenſe Congreſs entertain of their ſervices, as well as to 


expedite their return to the corps to which they are attached i in France; ; 


whereupon, 


Resolved, That major-general Du Portail, brigadier-general Lau- 


moy and colonel Gouvion, who have ſerved with diſtinguiſhed merit 


in the department of engineers, have leave to retire from the ſervice of 
the United States, their affairs requiring their preſence in Europe, 
and no arrangements having yet been made by which Congreſs might 
employ the abilities of thoſe gentlemen, however deſirous they might 


be of their ſervices, 
Resolved, That the ſecretary at war, expreſs to the miniſter pleni- 


potentiary of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty in America, the high ſenſe 
Congreſs entertain of the zeal, abilities and conduct of theſe officers 
during their ſervice in the army of the United States, to the end that 


the ſaid miniſter may convey to his court, the e of Congreſs 
of their diſtinguiſhed merit. 
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Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance, cauſe the accounts 
of major-general Du Portail, brigadier-general Laumoy and colonel 
Gouvion, to be immediately adjuſted, and advance to them reſpectively, 
ſuch ſums as the ſtate of the public finances will, in his opinion, admit, 
giving them certificates on intereſt for the balances which may be 
found due to them. — > 

SaArURDAr, October 11, 1783. | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Peters, Mr. Car- 

roll, Mr. Hamitton and Mr. Bland, appointed purſuant to the act of 

17th June, 1781, to enquire fully into the ee of the depart- 
ment of war, reported the reſult of their enquiries : 

The order of the day being called for, a motion was made by Mr. 
Ellery, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

That the preſident of Congreſs be, and he is hereby authorized and 
directed to adjourn Congreſs on the 22d, to meet at Annapolis, in the 
ſtate of Maryland, on the 31ſt of Odtober inſt. there to fit for the diſ- 
patch of public buſineſs, till the firſt Monday in June next, at which 
time the preſident 1s hereby empowered and directed to adjourn Con- 

| greſs to meet at Trenton on the Wedneſday following. 
; A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. M*Henry, to 
\ ſtrike out the words, there to ſit for the diſpatch of public buſineſs, 
&c.” to the end. | 
And on the queſtion, ſhall the words moved to be ſtruck out ſtand ? ? 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Carroll, 


Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Gu Mr. Holten, $5 
- 25 Mr. Os good, . 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, --  @ "72 
| : Mr. Howell, hs divided. 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, [7 30h 
: Mr. B. Huntington, ay VP 
New-York, Mr. Duane, „„ 
- Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay \ WY 
New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 5 
Mr. Clark, ay > ay 
Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 
| Mr. PVilson, 1 5 
Mr. Montgomery, ay * 
| | | | Mr. Peters, ay # 55 
Delaware Mr. Bedford, a . 
TON. - =” 14 3 ue, divided. 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, = 3 
. ö Mr. M*< Henry, - no ---* 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay 
Mr. Lee, no no 
Mr. Mercer, no } 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 2 5 
5 Mr. Williamson, no 
Soutb- Carolina, Mr. Read. ay ; 
* ̃ Mr. Beresford, 4 divided. 


„ 22 
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So the queſtion was loſt, and the words were ſtruck out. 
| A motion was then made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 
4 to add to the motion as amended, the tollowing words : for the place 
+ of their temporary reſidence : 


I And on the queſtion to agree to this Gln, the yeas and nays 
i being required by Mr. Mercer, 


Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Holten, 20 
1 g Mr. Os good, ay 
1 Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, an} 
3 . 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay) 
| Mr. B. Huntington, wy WY 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 
8 Mr. L' Hommedieu, jak oY 
New-Fersey, Mr. _Houdimot, - ay} 
| TD Mr. Clark, 5 25 
Mr. Condict, „„ | LO. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay! 
N Mr. Nilson, ay 
Mr. Montgomery, * 
5 Mr. Peters, ay 
Delaware, Mr, Bedford, ay): 
eG: Mr. Tilton, 9 9 5 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 9 
Mr. M*< Henry, hs Kd 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay 
| Mr. Lee, 8 205 | 
i Mr. Mercer, no 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 
. Mr. Williamson, 25 divided. | 
South-Carolina, Mr., Read, 3 | 
Mr. Beresford, 4 divided. | 
So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the motion as amended, the yeas and a 
1e being required by Mr. Carroll, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, „ % : 
„ Mr. Holten, - ay 
5 Mr. Os go, 7 a 
Rbode- Island, Mr. Ellery, ay | 
5 Mr. Howell, © Tt ao 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, = 
Mr. B. Huntington, 21 . 
New-York, Mr. Duane, nod 
| ” Mr. L' Hommedieu, nd 7 mY 
'F New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, WO To 
* | „„. Mr. Clark, | 2 
5 5 | . Mr. Condict, no} 
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Fennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, no 
Mr. Wilson, nol 
Mr. Montgomery, no 
: Mr. Peters, no 
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, ay 
| Mr. Tilton, ay 4 
. Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 
Mr. M+ Henry, wy V 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, no 
Mr. Lee, a” 
0 . Mercer, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
Ro SRP Mr. Williamson, 4 * 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, n 
| Mr. Beresford, 9 . 


So the queſtion was loſt. 
Monpar, October 13, 1783. 
On motion of Mr. Montgomery, ſeconded by Mr. Peters, 


Resolved, That the ſecretary at war iſſue to lieutenant-colonel 
Ternant, the brevet commiſhon of colonel. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. ne Mr. Wil- 


| liamſon and Mr. Clark, 

Ordered, That the ſuperintendant of finance and ſecretary at war, 
give orders for tranſmitting to the legiſlature of the ſtate of New- 
Hampſhire, an account of the ſums, that by the books or documents 


in their reſpeQive offices ſhall appear to have been advanced in money, 
clothing or other articles, to Ebenezer Greene, one of the hoſtages 


of the American troops, taken at the Cedars ; and that the date of 
his exchange be alſo tranſmitted by the ſecretary at war, in order 
that the legiſlature may adjuſt the accounts of the ſaid Ebenezer 


Greene with the United States, and mitem any balance that may 


be due thereon. 
On the report of a committee, conbifling of Mr. Read, Mr. Peters 


and Mr. Duane, to whom were referred a letter of 2d Otober from 


the commander in chief, and a letter of Auguſt 8th from the ſecre- 
tary at war, together with a letter from colonel Koſciuſko, 
Resolved, That the ſecretary at war tranſmit to colonel Koſciuſko, 


the brevet commiſſion of brigadier-general ; and ſignify to that offi- 
cer, that Congreſs entertain an high ſenſe of his long, faithful and 


meritorious ſervices. 
A report from the ſecretary at war, on the caſe of captain Goodale, 
being read, a motion was made by Mr, Holten, ſeconded by Mr. 


M*cHenry, 


Whereas it appears that captian Goodale, lately promoted to the 


rank of major by brevet, has diſtinguiſhed himſelf by extraordinary 
military ſervices, the ſecretary at war iſſue to captain Goodale, a 
major's commiſſion in the line of the army. 

On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 
Mr, Holten, 


- 
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New- Hempsbire, Mr. Foster, n . 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay C ay 
Mr. Os good, ay) 
Rhode - Island, Mr. Ellery, no 
Ba Mr. Howell, 25 15 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no? 

5 Mr. B. Huntington, = wy 
New-York, Mr. L'Hommedieu, no > * 
New- Jersey, Mr, Boudinot, wo] 

Mr. Clark, no no 
Mr. Condict, no] 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, no 5 
a | | Mr. Peters, | N no 221 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, ay c 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, e 
„ Mr. M Henry, a 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, 2 
| 55 Mr. Mercer, no ©? 
South-Carolina, Mr. Williamson, no > * 


So the queſtion was loſt, 

The order of the day belng called for, 

A. motion was made b Mercer, ſeconded by Mr. Lee, 
That Congreſs will, on the 15th inſt, adjourn to meet at the city 


of Williamfburg, in the ſtate of Virginia, on the 30th inſt, there to 


fit for the diſpatch of public buſineſs. 

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded. by Mr. Ellery, to 

ſtrike out the words, “ there to fit for the diſpatch of pubic bulineſs,” 

and in lieu thereof inſert, “ for the place of their temporary reſidence:“ 
And on the-queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays 


being required by Mr. Mercer, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 
| Mr. Holten, 

Mr. Osgood, 


Rbode-Island, Mr. 


New-York, 


New-FJersey, 


Penngylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
_ Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Eltery, © 
Mr, Howell, 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 


B. Huntington, no 
Duane, 
BL Hommedieu, 


Boudinot, 
Clark, 
Condict, 
Fitzsimmons, 
FVilson, 

Mont om ery, 
Peters, 
Tilton, 
Carroll, 

M Henry, 
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| 30s 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, | no 0 
| Mr. Mercer, n0 8 | 
South-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 5 
Mr. Williamson, 2 n 


So the queſtion was loſt. 


On the queſtion to agree to the main the yeas and ys” 
being required by Mr. Mercer, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 
: Mr. Holten, 
Mr. Osgood, 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, 10 „ 
. Mr. Howell, po], n 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, Cs "Wy 
Mr. B. Huntington, nod 
New-York, Mr. Duane, no 
wy Mr. L' Hommedieu, no 
New-Tersey, Mr. Boudinot, no) 
Mr. Clark, no 
Mr. Condict, no 
 Pennsylvania, Mr, Fitzsimmons, no 
Mr. Wilson, no 
Mr. Montgomery, no 
5 | Mr, Peters, no 
' Delaware, Mr. Tilton, ay 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no 
Mr. M* Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, ay 
: | Mr. Mercer, ay 
A Caraljaa, Mr. Hawkins, no 
Mr. Williamson, no 


* it paſſed | in the negative. | 5 8 
| W October 14, 1783. 

on motion of Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. B. Huntington, 

Resolved, That in confideration of the ſervices and fufferings of 
John Halſtead, while employed in the ſervice of the United States in 
Canada, the ſuperintendant of finance take order for paying him 200 
dollars, in part of his account. 

Congreſs took into confideration the report of a committee, conſiſt. 
ing of Mr. Duane, Mr. Peters, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. 
A. Lee, to whom was referred a number af levers and papers relative 
to Indian affairs, and the following paragraph being under debate, viz. 

Your committee therefore ſubmit it to conſideration, whether it is 
not wiſe and neceſſary that a commitree be appointed to report to Con- 
greſs on the expediency of laying aut a ſuitable diſtrict within the ſaid 
territory, and of erecting it into a diſtin&t government, as well for do- 
Ing juſtice to the army of the United States, who are entitled to lands 
as a bounty, or in reward for their ſervices, as for the accommodation 
of ſuch as may incline to become Faker and inhabitants, with 1 in- 
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ſtructions to ſuch committee to Avis n a plan for the temporary go- 
vernment of the inhabitants and the due adminiſtration of juſtice, un. 
til their number and circumſtances ſhall entitle them to a place among 


the ſtares in the union, when they ſhall be at liberty to form a con- 
ſtitution for themſelves, not incompatible with the republican princi- 


ples which are the baſis of the conſtitutions of the re ſpective ſtates i in 
the union, 
A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, to amend the tid paragraph, 


ſo that it may read as follows: 


Your committee therefore ſubmit it to conſideration, ede it will 
not be wiſe and neceſſary, as ſoon as circumſtances ſhall permit, to 
erect a diſtric of the weſtern territory into a diſtinct government, as 
well for doing juſtice to the army of the United States, who are en- 
titled to lands as a bounty or in reward of their ſervices as for the ac- 
commodation of ſuch as may incline to become purchaſers and inha- 
bitants, and in the interim to appoint a committee to report a plan 
conſiſtent with the principles of the confederation, for connecting with 
the union by a temporary government, the purchaſers and inhabitants 
of the ſaid diſtrict, until their number and circumſtances ſhall entitle 
them to form a permanent conſtitution for themſelves, and as citizens 
of a free, ſovereign and independent ſtate, to be admitted to a repre- 


ſentation in the union; provided ſuch conſtitution ſhall not be incom- 
patible with the republican principles, which are the bahs of the con- 


ſtitutions of the reſpective ſtates in the union. 
A motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr. Ellery, to 
poſtpone that amendment, in order to admit an amendment, to make 


the paragraph read as follows : 


Your committee recommended it as neceſſary and 8 as ſoon 


as circumſtances will admit, to lay out a ſuitable diſtri within the 


ſaid territory, and to ere& it into a diſtin& government, as. well for do- 
ing juſtice to the army of the United States, who are entitled to lands 
as a bounty, or in reward of their ſervices, as for the accommodation 
of ſuch as may incline to become purchaſers and inhabitants, and for 
this purpoſe, that a committee be appointed to deviſe and report a plan 
for the government of the inhabitants and the due adminiſtration of 


| juſtice, which, if agreeable to the ſettlers, ſhall be their temporary go- 
vernment until their number and circumſtances ſhall entitle them to 
a place among the ſtates in the union, when they fhall be at liberty to 


form a conſtitution for themſelves, not incompatible with the republi- 
can principles, which are the baſis of the conſtitutions of the reſpec- 
tive ſtates in the union. 

And on the queſtion to poſtpone, for the purpoſe above-mentioned, 
the "ym and nays being required by Mr. Howell, ; 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 

Mr. Holten, no > no 

| Mr. Osgood, no) 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 2 OP 

| Mr. Howell, | Tt * 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 


Mr. B. Huntington, ay 2 


T i nod FA 
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New-York, Mr. Duane, no? ? 
„ Mr. L' Hommedieu, "A we 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, no” 
Mr. Clark, no >no 
| Mr. Condict, no} 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay} 
| | Mr. Wilsen, no d no 
Mr. Peters, 4 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, no S * 
W Mr. Carroll, vt 
Mr. M* Henry, ay 2 
Pirginia, Mr. Madison, 251 I 
Mr. Lee, no 
Nortb- Caroline, Mr. Hawkins, nod 
Mr. Williamson, no 5 OY 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, no Þ> * 


So it paſſed in the negative. 
On the queſtion, Mr. Gerry's amendment was agreed to. 
— 2. 
MWEDNYESDAr, October 15, 1783. | 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Peters, Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Hawkins and Mr. A. Lee, to whom were referred ſundry letters 
and papers relative to Indian affairs, report, that they have attentively 
conſidered the ſeveral papers referred to them, and have confered 
thereon with the commander in chief: that their report will be con- 


fined to Indian affairs in the northern and middle departments, as they 


are confined by the acts of Congreſs of the 12th of July, 1775, and to 
the ſettlement of the weſtern country, theſe ſubje&s being iti the opi- 
nion of the committee inſeparably connected, and the committee not 
being poſſeſſed of materials which enable them to extend their views 
to the ſouthern diſtrict. That it is repreſented, and the committee be- 
lieve with truth, that although the hoſtile tribes of Indians in the nor- 


thern and middle departments, are ſeriouſly diſpoſed to a pacification, 
yet they are not in a temper to relinquiſh their territorial claims, 


without further ſtruggles. That if an Indian war ſhould be re-kindled, 


repeated victories might produce the retreat of the Indians, but could 


not prevent them from regaining poſſeſſion of ſome part of the diſtant 


and extenſive territories, which appertain to the United States; that 


while ſuch temporary expulſions could only be effected at a great charge, 


they could not be improved to the ſmalleſt advantage, but by main- 


taining numerous garriſons and an expenſive peace eſtahliſhment ; that 


even if all the northern and weſtern tribes of Indians inhabiting the 
territories of the United States, could be totally expelled, the policy of 


reducing them to ſuch an extremity is deemed to be queſtionable; for 
in ſuch an event it is obvious that they would find a welcome reception 


from the Britiſh government in Canada, which by ſo great an acceſſion 


of ſtrength would become formidable in caſe of any future rupture, and 


in peace, by keeping alive the reſentment of the Indians for the loſs of 


their country, would ſecure to its own ſubjects the entire benefit of 


the fur trade: that although motives of policy as well as clemency 
dught to incline Congrels to liſten to the prayers of the hoſtile Indians 
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for peace, yet in the opinion of the committee it is juſt and neceſſary 


that lines of property ſhould be aſcertained and eſtabliſhed between 


the United States and them, which will be convenient to the reſpective 
tribes, and commenſurate to the public wants, becauſe the faith of the 
United States ſtands pledged to grant portions of the uncultivated 


lands as a bounty to their army, and in reward of their courage and 
fidelity, and the public finances do not admit of any conſiderable ex- 


penditure to extinguiſh the Indian claims upon ſuch lands ; becauſe it 
is become neceſſary by the increaſe of domeſtic population and emigra- 
tions from abroad, to make ſpeedy proviſion for extending the ſettle- 
ment of the territories of the United States; and becauſe the public 


' creditors have been led to believe and have a right to expect that thoſe 
| territories will be ſpeedily improved into a fund towards the ſecurity 


and payment of the national debt. Nor in the opinion of the com- 
mittee can the Indians themſelves have any reaſonable objection againſt 
the eſtabliſhment recommended. They were, as ſome of them ac- 


knowledge, aggreſſors in the war, without even a pretence of provoca- 


tion ; they violated the convention of neutrality made with Congreſs 


at Albany, in 1775, and in return for profered protection, and liberal 
ſupplies, and to the utter ruin and impoveriſhment of thouſands of fa- | 
milies, they wantonly deſolated our villages and ſettlements, and de- 
ſtroyed our citizens. To ſtop the progreſs of their outrages, the war 


at a vaſt expenſe to the United States, was carried into their own 


country, which they abandoned. Waving then the right of conqueſt 


and the various precedents which might be quoted in ſimilar inſtances, 
a bare recollection of the facts is ſufficient to manifeſt the obligation 


they are under to make attonement for the enormities which they have 


perpetrated, and a reaſonable compenſation for the expenſes which the 
United States have incurred by their wanton barbarity; and they poſ- 
ſeſs no other means to do this act of juſtice than by a compliance with 


the propoſed boundaries. The committee are of opinion, that in the 
negociation which they recommend, care ought to be taken neither to 
yield nor require too much; to accommodate the Indians as far as the 


public good will admit, and if they ſhould appear diſſatisfied at the 


lines which it may be found neceſſary to eſtabliſh, rather to give them 


ſome compenſation for the claims than to hazard a war, which will be 
much more expenſive ; but it is ſuppoſed that when they ſhall be in- 


formed of the eſtimates of the damages which our citizens have ſuſtained - 

by their irruptions, and of the expenſes which the United States have 
incurred to check their career, it will have a tendency to ſuppreſs any 

extravagant demands. Whereupon, 1 


Resolved, That a convention be held with the Indians reſiding in 
the northern and middle-departments, who have taken up arms againſt 
the United States, for the purpoſes of receiving them into the favour 


aud protection of the United States, and of eſtabliſhing boundary lines 
of property for ſeparating and dividing the ſettlements of the citizens 


from the Indianwillages, and hunting grounds, and thereby extinguiſh- 
ing as far as poſſible all occaſion for future animoſities, diſquiet and 


* contention. _. 8 


And whereas the trade with the Indians ought to be regulated, and 


ſecurity be given by the traders, for the punctual obſervance of ſuch 
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regulations, ſo that violence, fraud and injuſtice towards the Indians, 
may be guarded againſt and prevented, and the honor of the federal 
government and the public tranquillity thereby promoted, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed with inſtruAions to pre- 
pare and report an ordinance for regulating the Indian trade, with a 
clauſe therein ſtrictly prohibiting all civil and military officers, parti- 
cularly all commiſſioners and agents for Indian affairs, from trading 
with the Indians, or purchaſing, or being directly or indirectly con- 
cerned in purchaſing lands from Indians, except only by the expreſs 
licenſe and authority of the United States in Congreſs aſſembled. 

Resolved, That the preceding meaſures of Congreſs relative to In- 
dian affairs, ſhall not be conſtrued-to affect the territorial claims of any 
of the ſtates, or their legiſlative rights within their reſpective limits, 

The committee in their report obſerve further, that they do not of- 
fer the meaſures which they have ſuggeſted as a ſufficient ſecurity 
_ againſt the increaſe of feeble, diſorderly and diſperſed ſettlements in 
thoſe remote and wide extended territories ; againſt the depravity of 
manners which they have a tendency to produce ; the endleſs per- 
plexities in which they muſt involve the adminiſtration of the affairs 
of the United States, or again the calamities of frequent and deſtruc- 
tive wars with the Indians, which reciprocal animoſities unreſtrained 
by the interpoſition of legal authority muſt naturally excite ; and that 
in their opinion nothing can avert thoſe complicated and impending 
miſchiefs, or ſecure to the United States the juſt and important ad- 
vantages which they ought to derive from thoſe territories, but the 
ſpeedy eſtabliſhment of government and the regular adminiſtration of 
juſtice in ſuch diſtri thereof as ſhall be judged moſt convenient for 
immediate ſettlement and cultivation : whereupon, 1 

Resolved, That it will be wiſe and neceſſary as ſoon as circumſtan- 
ces ſhall permit, to erect a diſtrict of the weſtern territory into a diſ- 
tinct government, as well for doing juſtice to the army of the United 
States, who are entitled to lands as a bounty, or in reward of their 
ſervices, as for the accommodation of ſuch as may incline to become 
purchaſers and inhabitants; and in the interim, that a committee be 
appointed to report a plan conliſtent with the principles of the con- 
federation, for connecting with the union by a temporary government, 
the purchaſers and inhabitants of the ſaid diſtri until their number 
and circumſtances ſhall entitle them to form a permanent conſtitution 
for themſelves, and as citizens of a free, ſovereign and independent 
ſtate, to be admitted to a repreſentation in the union ; provided always, 
that ſuch conſtitution ſhall not be incompatible with the republican 
principles, which are the baſis of the conſtitutions of the reſpective 
ſtates in the union. 6˙‚᷑ 8 ooo. „„ 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be referred to the ſaid 
committ(e. „% oo T | 

 TaunrsDar, October 16, 1783. 

On motion of Mr. M*Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Madiſon, 

Ordered, That the agent of marine provide major-general du Por- 
tail, brigadier-general Laumoy and colonel Gouvion, with a paſſage 

Vorl. VIII | N e 
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to France, in the ſhip Waſhington ; and that they be informed of 


the ſame. 


Resolved, That Wedneſday next be aſſigned for elecking commiſ- 


ſioners, For negociating a treaty with the Indians. 
———> CO) E_ 
Fripar, October 17, 1783. 

On the report of the ſecretary at war, to whom were referred a 
letter of 20th Auguſt from major-general Knox, and petition of cap- 
tain Poſt's company of artillery artificers. 

Resolved, That the pay-maſter-general be directed to ſettle the pay 
of thoſe officers and ſoldiers who ſerved in captain Poſt's company of 
artillery artificers, due attention being had in the ſettlement, to the 
real value of their nominal pay at the time they engaged in this ſer- 


vice, and that a certificate of the balance due to each officer and ſol- 


dier, be given them by the pay-maſter-general, in the ſame manner as 
to the officers and ſoldiers in the line of the army, _ 
On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Peters 


and Mr. S. Huntington, to whom was referred a memorial of John Hall, 


Resolved, That in ſettling the accounts particularly referred to in 
the act of Congreſs of the 27th of February laſt, depreciation of pay 
be allowed to all thoſe in the military-ſtores department, who were 
engaged for three years, or during the war, and in actual ſervice on 
or after the 10th of April, 1780, due attention being had in the ſet- 
tlement to the real value of their nominal pay at the time they en- 
gaged in the ſervice. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Gerry 
and Mr. Hawkins, to whom was referred a memorial of Cornelius 
Durant, 

_ Ordered, That the petition of Cornelius Durant, claiming pay for 
a quantity of flour and ſhip-ſtufff, his property, ſeized in the ſtate of 
Maryland, in the year 1779, be referred to the ſuperintendant of 
finance, who 1s directed to take order for inveſtigating the claim of 


Mr. Durant, and upon the facts ſet forth in his petition being fup- 


ported, to cauſe a ſettlement to be made thereof, and the ſum which 


may be found due, including intereſt from the time of ſeizure, to be 


placed on intereſt in common with other debts due from the United 
States, 

A motion was made by Mr, Gerry, ſccotided by Mr. Lee, in | the 
words following : 

Whereas the reſolutions of Congreſs of the 7th inſtant, to erect 
bulldings for their ule at or near the falls of the Delaware, are not 
ſatisfaQtory to a reſpectable part of the United States, five of which, 


on the 8th inſtanr, voted for a re- conſideration of the ſaid reſolutions : 


And whereas Congreſs have no proſpect of a general aſſent to any one 
place for their reſidence, and there is every reaſon to expect that the 

providing buildings for the alternate reſidence of Congreſs in two 
| places, will be productive of the moſt ſalutary effects, by ſecuring the 
mutual confidence and affections of the ſtates, and preſerving the fe- 
deral balance of power: It is therefore Resolved, That buildings be 
likewiſe erected for the uſe of Congreſs, at or near the lower falls of 


Patowmack or George-town ; provided A n diſtrict on the banks 


4 


til 
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of the river can be procured for a federal town, and the right of ſoil 
and an excluſive juriſdiction, or ſuch other as Congreſs may direct, 
ſhall be veſted in the United States. Whereupon, 

A motion was made by Mr. Clark, ſeconded by Mr. Peters, as 
follows : 

Whereas the motion now before the houſe, made by the honorable 
mover from Maſſachuletts, appears to involve | in it important con- 
ſequences to the union, as to require a ſpecial and deliberate inveſtiga- 
tion, unconnected with any other ſubject, and ought not be determin- 
ed upon a motion immediately taken up, without previous notice 
thereof given to the ſtates, as was the caſe in fixing a ſingle federal 
town : therefore, Resolved, That the ſaid motion be poſtponed to the 
firſt Monday in April next, and copies thereof tranſmitted to the 


executives of the ſeveral ſtates : 
And on the queſtion to agree to this, the eas and nays being requir- 


ed by Mr. Boudinot, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. . no > * 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 
EE Mr. Holten, no 
Mr. Osgood, no 
Nbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no 
Mr. Howell, no 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no 
Mr. B. Huntington, no\ 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 
5 Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 
Mr. Clark, ay 
Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay 
. Mr. Peters, ay 

Delaware, Mr. Tilton, ay > * 

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, nod, 

Mr. M* Henry, no 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, no 
| Mr. Lee, no 
ES Mr. Mercer, no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 
EP Bw EP oy ts, Mr. Williamson, no 
Soutb- Carolina, Mr. Izard, no 
3 Mr. Beresford, no 


80 the queſtion was loſt. 


On motion of Mr. Peters, 044 by Mr. Condict, 
Resolved, That the confideration « of the main queſtion be poſtponed 


till Wedneſday next. 


DT ne RES 


SATURDAr, October 18, 1783. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. S. Huntington and 

Mr. Holten, appointed to prepare a proclamation for a day of thankſ- 
giving, reported a draft, which was agreed to as follows: 
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Zy the United States in Congress assembled. 
A PROCLAMATION. * 


WHEREAS it hath pleaſed the Supreme Ruler of all human events, 
to diſpoſe the hearts of the late belligerent powers to put a period to 
the effuſion of human blood, by proclaiming a ceſſation of all hoſtili. 


ties by ſea and land, and theſe United States are not only happily reſ- 


cued from the dangers and calamities to which they have been ſo lon 

expoſed, but their freedom, ſovereignty and independence ultimately 
acknowledged. And whereas in the progreſs of a conteſt on which the 
moſt eſſential rights of human nature depended, the interpoſition of 


Divine Providence in our favour hath been moſt abundantly and moſt 


graciouſly manifeſted, and the citizens of theſe United States have 
every reaſon for praiſe and gratitude to the God of their ſalvation, 


_ Impreſſed, therefore, with an exalted ſenſe of the bleſſings by which 
we are ſurrounded, and of our entire dependence on that Almighty 
| Being, from whoſe "goodneſs and bounty they are derived, the United 
States in Congreſs aſſembled, do recommend it to the ſeveral ſtates, to 


ſet apart the ſecond Thurſday i in December next, as a day of public 


| thankſgiving, that all the people may then aſſemble to celebrate with 


grateful hearts and united voices, the praiſes of their Supreme and all- 
bountiful Bene factor, for his numberleſs favors and mercies. That he 


| hath been pleaſed to conduct us in fafety through all the perils and 


viciſſitudes of the war; that he hath given us unanimity and reſolu- 


tion to adhere to our juſt rights; that he hath raiſed up a powerful 
ally to aſſiſt us in ſupporting them, and hath fo far crowned our uni- 


ted efforts with ſucceſs, that in the courfe of the preſent year, hoſ- 
tilities have ceaſed, and we are left in the undiſputed poſſeſſion of our 


liberty and independence, and of the fruits of our land, and in the free 


participation of the treaſures of the ſea; that he bath proſpered the 


the labour of our huſbandmen with plentiful harveſts ; and above all, 
that he hath been pleaſed to continue to us the light of the bleſſed 


goſpel, and ſecured to us in the fulleſt extent the rights of conſcience 
in faith and worſhip. And while our hearts overflow with gratitude, 
and our lips ſet forth the praiſes of our great Creator, that we alſo of- 


fer up fervent ſupplications, that it may pleaſe him to pardon all our 


offences, to give wiſdom and unanimity to our public councils, to ce- 
ment all our citizens in the bonds of affection, and to inſpire them with 


an earneſt regard for the national honor and intereſt, to enable them 
to improve the days of proſperity by every good work, and to be lo- 


vers of peace and tranquillity; that he may be pleaſed to bleſs us in 


our huſbandry, our commerce and navigation; to ſmile upon our ſe- 


minaries and means of education, to cauſe pure religion and virtue to 
flouriſh, to give peace to all nations, and to fill the world with his 


glory. 


Done by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, witneſs his ex- 
cellency ELias Bovpinor, our preſident, this 18th day of Oc- 
tober, in the year of our Lord 1783, and of the ſovereignty and 
independence of the United States of America the eighth. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Bland, Mr. B. 


: 


3, 
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Huntington and Mr, Howell, to whom was referred a memorial from 
major Jackſon, 

Resolved, That the ſum actually expended by Mr. Jackſon, for de- 
fraying the neceſſary expenſes of his journies to and from Paris and 


Amſterdam, on buſineſs committed to his charge by the hon. John 


Laurens, ſpecial miniſter to the court of France, and charged to the 
ſaid Jackſon, be paſſed to his credit, 


Resolved, That 1455 dollars be allowed to Mr. Jackſon, as a full 


compenſation for his ſervices while acting as ſecretary to the hon. 


John Laurens, on his miſſion to the court of France, his pay and emo- 
luments in the army to ceaſe during that period. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Ellery, Mr. Ma- 


diſon and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a letter of the 7th, from 


major-general Greene, 


Resolved, That two pieces of the field ordnance taken from the Britiſh 
army at the Cowpens, Auguſta, or Eutaw, be preſented by the com- 


mander in chief of the armies of the United States, to major-general 


Greene, as a public teſtimonial of the wiſdom, fortitude and military 
{kill which diſtinguiſhed his command in the ſouthern-department, and 


of the eminent ſervices which amidſt complicated difficulties and dan- 
gers, and againſt an enemy greatly ſuperior in numbers, he has ſuc- 


ceſsfully performed for his country : and that a memorandum be en- 


graved on the ſaid pieces of ordnance, expreſſive of the ſubſtance of 
this reſolution. 


Resolved, That the commander in chief be informed, that major- 
general Greene hath the Funn of Congreſs to viſit his family at 
Rhode-Iſland. | 
A motion was made by Mr. M*Henry, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, 
to re- conſider the reſolution, “ that the conſideration of the motion 
made by Mr. Gerry, be poſtponed till Wedneſday ;” and when the 
queſtion was about to be put, the determination thereof was poſtponed 


by the ſtate of New- Jerſey. 


On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. S. Huntington, 
Mr. Gerry and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a letter of the 19th 


September, from the commander 1 in chief, Congreſs paſſed the follow- 
in 8 proclamation. 


By the United States in Congress assembled. 
A PROCLAMATION. 
WHEREAS in the progreſs of an arduous and difficult war, the 


armies of the United States of America, have eminently diſplayed 


every military and patriotic virtue, and are not leſs to be applauded for 
their fortitude and magnanimity in the moſt trying ſcenes of diſtreſs, 
than for a ſeries of heroic and illuſtrious atchievements, which exalt 
them to a high rank among the moſt zealous and ſucceſsful defenders 
of the rights and liberties of mankind, And whereas by the bleſſing 
of Divine Providence on our cauſe and our arms, the glorious period 
is arrived when our national independence and ſovereignty are eſtab- 
liſhed, and we enjoy the proſpect of a permanent and honorable peace: 
ve therefore, the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, thus impreſſed 
with a lively ſenſe of the diſtinguiſhed merit t and good conduct of the 


MoS ANY Be 


poſtponed to Wedneſday next, the yeas and pays being required by 
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ſaid armies, do give them the thanks of their country, for their long, 


eminent and faithful ſervices. And it is our will and pleaſure, that 
ſuch. part of the federal armies as ſtands engaged to ſerve during the 


war, and as by our acts of the 26th day of May, the 11th day of June, 
the 9th day of Auguſt, and the 26th day of September laſt, were fur- 
loughed, ſhall, from and after the 3d day of November next, be abſo- 
lutely diſcharged by virtue of this our proclamation, from the ſaid fer- 
vice: and we do alſo declare, that the further fervices in the field, of 
the officers who are deranged and on furlough, in conſequence of our 


aforeſaid acts, can now be diſpenſed with, and they have our full per- 


miſſion to retire from ſervice, without being longer liable from their 
preſent engagements, to be called into command. And of ſuch diſ- 
charge and permiſſion to retire from ſervice reſpectively, all our of- 


ficers, civil and military, and all others whom it may concern, are re- 
quired to take notice, and to govern themſelves accordingly. 


Given under the ſeal of the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, 
witneſs his excellency ELias Boupixor, our preſident in Con- 
greſs, this 18th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1783, 

and of the ſovereignty and * of the United States of 
America the eighth. 
CD —ů—ů— 
Movpar, e 20, 1783, 
On the queſtion to re- der the reſolution poſtponing the mal 


deration of Mr, Gerry's motion to Wedneſday next, the yeas and nays 


being required by Mr. Boudinot, 
New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no 


* 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay y 
Mr. Holten, 5 to 
. Mr. Os good, ay) 
 Rhode-lsland, Mr. Ellery, 21 + 
„„ Mr. Howell, ay) W 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 99 2 
NE Mr. B. Huntington, ay 9 
| New-York, Mr. Duane, mot 5 
j My. 8 > 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, noc * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomety, no > * 
Delaware, Mr. Non, no > * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
. 5 Mr. AM. Henry, 
Virginia, Me. Lee, 


S 


Mr. Mercer, 
MNorth-Carolinag, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
PR Mr. Williamson, ay 
South-Carolina, Mr. Izard, ay 
| Mr. Beresford, Y 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the motion, that the conſideration of Mr. Gerry's motion be 


Q 


SSS 
Q 


Q 


Mr. Boudinot, 


iP 
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Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, a” 
1 Mr. Holten, no 

Mr. Os good, no 
Rhode-Island,' Mr. Ellery, no 5 5 no 

Mr. Howell, 

Connecticut Mr. S. Huntington, 

„ a Mr. B. Toon, a u N divided: 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 2 

| Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay 

New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot ay > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay > * 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, ay * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, nod no 

| | Mr. M*Henry, no 
Virginia, rr ie 
e | | Mr. Mercer, 10 no 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, wy 5 

. Mr. Williamson, no 
South-Carolina, Mr. Tzard, © no 

Mr. Beresford, ook mY 


So the queſtion was loſt. 


The motion of Mr. Gerry was then taken up, and being read in 


the words following: 


W hereas the reſolutions of Congreſs of the 7th inſt. to ere build. 
ings for their uſe at or near the falls of the Delaware, are not ſatisfac- 
tory to a reſpectable part of the United States, five of which, on the 


8th inſtant, voted for a re-conſideration of the ſaid reſolutions : And 


whereas Congreſs have no proſpect of a general aſſent to any one place 
for their reſidence, and there is every reaſon to expect that the pro- 
viding buildings for the alternate reſidence of Congreſs in two places, 

will be productive of the moſt ſalutary effects, by ſecuring the mutual 


confidence and affections of the ſtates, and preſerving the federal ba- 
lance of power: It is therefore Resolved, That buildings be likewiſe 
ereced for the uſe of Congreſs, at or near the lower falls of Patow- 
mack or George-rown ; provided a ſuitable diſtri& on the banks of th 

river can be procured for a federal town, and the right of ſoil and an 


_ excluſive juriſdiction, or ſuch other as N may direct, ſhall be 
veſted in the United States. 


A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, ſeconded by Mr. Mercer, to 


amend it by adding thereto: 


« And that until the buildings to be erected on the banks of the 
Delaware and Patowmack ſhall be prepared for the reception of Con- 


greſs, their reſidence ſhall be alternately at equal periods of not more 
than one year, and not leſs than ſix months in Trenton and Annapolis; 


and the preſident is hereby authorized and directed to adjourn Con- 


greſs on the 10th day of November next, to meet at Annapolis on the 
25th day of the ſame month, for the diſpatch of public buſineſs.” 

A motion was made by Mr, Ellery, ſeconded by Mr. Montgomery, 
to ſtrike out the words “one year, nor leſs than :” And on the queſ- 
tion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays being required by 


: Mr. Ellery, 1 . 


. — — — 
OT 8 4 4 


— * * 
warm a 


\ 
v3 
; = 
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 Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 
Mr. Holten, a” 
Mr. Osgood, MO 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Eller, po 
Mr. Howell, no 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 
„ Mr. B. untingion, 4 N & 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ve X 
Mr. L'Hommedicu, ay 
New-Fersey, | Mr. Boudinot, no > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, no > * 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, no > * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 2 
Mr. Me Henry, 4 2 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, | ND 
ONO: Mr. Mercer, ay Y 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
„ | Mr. Williamson, ay 2 
| South-Carolina, Mr. 1zard, WS 
| Mr. Beresford, 4 2 


So the queſtion was loſt, and the words were ſtruck out. 

On motion, the words“ not more than fix months,” were alſo 
ſtruck out. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, ſeconded by Mr. L'Hom- 
medieu, to ſtrike out the words “and Patowmack,” „ alternately at 
equal periods,” „ and Annapolis,” © at Annapolis: And on the queſ- 
tion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 


Duane, 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay | 
Mr. Holten, Z), 
155 Mr. Osgood, ay 
 Rhode-lsland, Mr. Ellery, © vt 
95 | Mr. Howell, ay 5 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 21 
35 Mr. B. Huntington, dy J 
Nerv. Tori, Mr. Dune, 0 
| Mr. L' HHommedieu, 2 20 
New-FJersey, Mr. Boudinot, no > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, no g * 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, ay > * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 
Mr. M Henry, ho: Y 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, ans. 
3 | | Mr. Mercer, ot ay 
1 North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
F | | Mr. Williamson, ay 9 
9 South-Carolina, Mr. Izard, OI C7 
Mr. Beresford, 2 7 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
On the queſtion to agree to the amendment as amended, the yeas 
and nays * required by Mr. Mercer, | 


Massachusetts, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

| New-York, 
New-Fersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Vi rginia, 

| North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


So the queſtion was loſt. 


Gerry, 
Holten, 
Osgood, 
Ellery, 
Howell, 

S. Huntington, 
B. Huntington, 
Duane, 

L' Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 
Montgomery, 
Tilton, 
Carroll, 


M Henry, 


Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Izard, 


Beresford, 


"Ibadan, October 21, 1783. 


ſideration, 


317 


On motion of Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr. Carroll, the motion of 
Mr. Gerry, which was under debate yeſterday, was taken into con- 


And a motion was made by Mr. Ellery, ſeconded by Mr. Gerry, 
to amend it by adding thereto, 
And that until the buildings to be erected on the banks of the 
Delaware and Patowmack ſhall be prepared for the reception of Con- 
greſs, their reſidence ſhall be alternately at equal periods of not more 
than one year, and not leſs than ſix months in Trenton and Annapolis; 
and the preſident is hereby authorized and directed to adjourn Con- 
greſs on the 12th day of November next, to meet at Annapolis on 
the 26th of the ſame month, for the diſpatch of public buſineſs, 

And on the queſtion to agree to this endet, el the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Montgomery, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. 
Massachusetts, Mr. 

Mr. 
 Rbode-1sland, Mr. 
. Mr. 
Connecticut, Mr. 
| Mr. 
New-York, Mr. 
Mr. 
New-Fersey, Mr. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Delaware, Mr. 

Vor- VIII. | 


Foster, 
Gerry, 
Holten, 
Osgood, 
Ellery, 
Howell, 

S. Huntington, 
B. Huntington, 
Duane, 

L' Hommedieu, 
Boudinot, 
Montgomery, 
Tilton, 


S 2 
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Maryland, Mr. Carroll, pay, 3 
Mr. Me Henry, 4 Y 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, a 
n Mr. Mercer, 4 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
Mr. Williamson, ay 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. 1zard, ay 


Mr. Beresford, 45 8 % 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

A diviſion was then called for, and on the queſtion, that buildings 
be likewiſe erected for the uſe of Congreſs at or near the lower falls 
of Patowmack or George-town ; provided a ſuitable diſtri on the 
banks of the river can be procured for a federal town, and the 


right of ſoil, and an excluſive juriſdiction, or ſuch other as Congreſs 


may direct, ſhall be veſted in the United States. 
The yeas and nays being required by Mr. Beresford, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, 1 
Mr. Holten, 42 
pete”, Mr. Osgood, ay ) 
Rhode-1sland, Mr. Ellery, Ve : 
Mr. Howell, ayy 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, vo 
| WW Mr. B. Huntington, ay 4 
New-York, Mr. Duane, *7 
e Mr. L' Hommedieu, nod 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, no px 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, no > * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 9 5 | 
LS Mr. M Henry, ay 0 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, 4 
e iN Mr. Mercer, oo. 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
5 Mr. Williamson, 28 
| South-Carolina, Mr. Izard, = 7 4 
Mr. Beresford, Tf 7 


So it was reſolved in the «ffirmarive.. 


And on the queſtion to agree to the ſecond part. viz. © and that 
until the buildings to be erected, &c.“ to the end, the yeas and nays 


being required by Mr, Beresford, 


' New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, n 

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay 

Mr. Holten, | 3, 
Mr. Osgood, ay 

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ayQ 

| ; Mr. Howell, ay 24 

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 


| Mr. B. Huntington, ay ay 
New-York, Mr. Duane, mh ne 
TS Mr. IL Hommedieu, no 5 


AR > 7 ris ay 2 Poa 


— 


5 2 > 


Pl 
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So it was reſolved in che affirmative. 

The preamble being then taken into conſideration, and the ſame 

eing amended, the whole was agreed to as follows: 

Whereas there is reaſon to expect that the providing baldige for 
the alternate reſidence of Congreſs in two places, will be productive 
of the moſt ſalutary effects, by ſecuring the mutual confidence and af- 
fections of the ſtates. 

Resolved, That buildings be likewiſe erected for the uſe of Con- 
greſs, at or near the lower falls of Patowmack or George-town ; pro- 
vided a ſuitable diſtrict on the banks of the river can be procured for 
a federal town, and the right of ſoil, and an excluſive juriſdiction, or 
ſuch other as Congreſs may dire, ſhall be veſted in the United 
States: and that until the buildings to be erected on the banks of 
the Delaware and Patowmack ſhall be prepared for the reception of 
Congreſs, their reſidence ſhall be alternately at equal periods, of not 
more than one year, and not leſs than fix months in Trenton and 
Annapolis; and the preſident is hereby authorized and directed to 
adjourn Congreſs on the 12th day of November next, to meet at 
Annapolis on the 26th day of the ſame month, for the diſpatch of 
public bulineſs. 


: New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, no > * 
; Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, no > * 
. Delaware, Mr. Tilton, no > * 
7 Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 

; Mr. M+* Henry, 3 
N Virginia | Mr, Lees © © a 
2 e | Mr. Mercer, =t ao 
: Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, .. "OP 

: Mr. Williamson, 5 WY 
; South-Carolina, JJ. JOY 
, Mr. Beresford, > * 


7  —— 
Nun .. 
In purſuance to the orders of the 18th and 19th of Auguſt, the ſu- 
perintendant of finance tranſmitted to Congreſs, 
1. An emininte ok the foreign and domeſtic debt of the United 


States. 
2. A computation of intereſt arrearages on the national debt to | the | 
t Iſt January, 1783, and intereſt for one year, on a ſuppoſition of the 
1 lame becoming due in 1784. 


3. Accounts of the emiſſions of bills of 3 drawn by direc- 
tion of Congreſs for the payment of intereſt ; and an account of the 
annual intereſt that was payable in Europe on loan-office certificates, 

4. A ſtatement of Mr. Grand's laſt account current, on the prin- 
ciples of the former arrangement of his account, dated 19th Auguſt, 
1782. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Nuane, Mr. Ellery 
and Mr. S. Huntington, to whom was referred a motion for trauſ- 
W copies of the preliminary articles of peace to the reſpective 

ate; 

Resolved, That an exemplification of the proviſional articles for re- 
ſtoring peace between the United States of America and Great-Bri- 


ters, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Peters, together with an 


ticular views with the authority of the United States: That the pub- 
lic intereſt might have been deeply affected by a negociation for ſuch 
purchaſe independent of, and unconnected with the general treaty to 


committee, the idea of a diviſion of councils, of ſeparate intereſts, and 
a competition in purchaſes which two diſtinct treaties muſt have im- 


poſe by the ſaid treaty. 
A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Howell, to ſtrike 


to inſert, “provided nothing ſhall be done by virtue of this reſolve:“ 
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tain, and of the act of ratet thereof by the United States, be 
tranſmitted to each of the reſpeCtive ſtates. 
The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Carroll and Mr. Pe. 


application of the legiſlature of Pennſylvania, relative to the purchaſe 
of the Indian claim of land within the juriſdiction of that ſtate ; re- 
port, 

That it appears to o them, that the application of the legiſlature of 
Pennſylvania, relative to a treaty for the purchaſe of the Indian claim 
to lands within the juriſdiction of that ſtate, proceeded from a reſpec- 
ful attachment to the federal government, and a deſire to guard againſt 
prejudices which might ariſe from the interference of their own par- 


be holden on behalf of the United States. For in the opinion of the 


preſſed on the minds of the Indians, could not but have had a tenden- 


cy to diminiſh the dignity and authority of our government in their 


eſtimation, and expoſe both the United States and the individual ſtate 
to unreaſonable and extravagant impoſitions, and our public councils 
to great embarraſſments. The committee, theretore, think 1t proper 
that it ſhould be reſolved, 


That the commillaners for holding the convention with the Indi- 


ans under the act of the 15th day of October inſt, give notice to the 
ſupreme executive of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, of the time and place 


of holding ſuch treaty, to the end, that the perſons to be appointed by 
that ſtate, for purchaling lands within the limits thereof, at the ex- 
penſe of the ſaid ſtate, may attend at the time and place appointed for 


holding the ſaid treaty : and the commiſſioners on the part of the Uni- 
ted States, are inſtructed to give every aid in their power, to the com- 


miſſioners on the part of Pennſylvania, in ſuch manner as will beſt pro- 
mote the obje& which the ſaid ſtate ſhall have in view, and not be in- 
compatible with the national intereſts which the United States pro- 


out the words ( and not be,” before incompatible, and in lieu thereof 


And on the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Gerry, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, ay „ 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay 
Mr. Holten, ay ay 
| Mr. Osgood, "© Fa 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ve 1 
| Mr. Howell, ay 2d 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 25 "a 
Mr. B. Huntington, no 


New-Tork, 5 Mr. Duane, 2 * 


Mr. L' Hommedieu, no 
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Neo - Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 
. Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Mr. Wilson, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
| | Mr. Peters, 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. M* Henry, 
Virginia, Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Mercer, 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, 


So the queſtion was loſt. 


On the queſtion to agree to the report of the committee, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. Montgomery, 


 New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no 
| Mr. Holten, no >no 
= Mr. Osgood, no] 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, 2 . 
Mr. Howell, 10 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay v 
| „ Mr. B. Huntington, ay 9 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 1 25 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay 2 
New'- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay > * 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay} 
Mr. Wrilson, 8 
Mr. Montgomery, of” 
Mr. Peters, 1 
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, ay > * 
: Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay? 
: 5 Mr. MeHenty, 9 8 oy 
, Virginia, Mr. Madison, W 
Mr. Bland, no | 
. Mr. Lee, * 
f Mr. Mercer, ay 
T North. Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, af ©: 
'S Mr. Pilliamson, 2 4 


So the queſtion was loſt. | 
| Tonne October 23, 1783. 

The ear of the day being called for, to take into conſideration 
the report of a committee on a military peace arrangement, 

Ordered, That the ſame be referred to a committee of the whole. 

Congreſs was then reſolved into a committee of the whole. 

| Mr. Carroll was elected to the chair. 

The preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that 
the committee have taken into conſideration the ſubjeC referred to 
them, and had come to a reſolution thereon, which he was ordered 
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to report : the ſame being received and read, Mr. Carroll farther re- 
ported, that the committee not having come to a concluſion, deſire 
leave to lit again. 
Ordered, That the committee fit to-morrow. 
——— a 0 GM DI — _ 
| Frirvar, October 24, 1783. 

According to the order of the day, Congreſs was reſolved into a 
committee of the whole, after ſome time the preſident reſumed the 
chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee had taken into 
conſideration the ſubject referred to them, but not having come to a 
concluſion, deſire leave to ſit again. 

Ordered, That the committee of the whole fit to-morrow. 

— > —— 
S47URDAT, October 25, 1783. 

The preſident, having this day laid before Congreſs a letter from 
the hon. P. J. Van Berckel, encloling a Copy of a letter of credence, 
by which it appears, that he is appointed miniſter plenipotentiary from 
their high mightineſſes the ſtares general of the United Netherlands, 
to the United States of America; and the ſaid miniſter having re- 
queſted to be informed when and where Congreſs will admit him to 
an audience. 

Resolved, That the ſaid hon. P. J. Van Berckel, be received as 
miniſter plenipotentiary from their high mightineſſes the ſtates general 
of the United Netherlands; and that agreeable to his requeſt, he be 
admitted to a public audience in Congreſs. 

That the Congreſs room in Princeton, on "Thurſday next at noon, 


be appointed as the time and place for ſuch audience. 


That the ſuperintendant of finance and ſecretary at war, or either 
of them, perform on this occaſion, the duties aſſigned to the ſecretary 
for foreign affairs, in the ceremonial reſpecting foreign miniſters ; and 
that they inform the ſupreme executives of New-Jerſey and Pennſyl- 
vania, his excellency the commander in chief, the honorable the mi- 
niſter plenipotentiary of France, and ſuch civil and military gentlemen 
as are in or near Princeton, of the public audience to be given to the 
| honorable the miniſter plenipotentiary of their high mightineſſes the 
ſtates general of the United Netherlands. 

Ordered, That the ſuperintendant of finance and ſecretary at war, 
or either of them, take order for an entertainment to be given at the 
public expenſe, to the hon. P. J. Van Berckel, miniſter plenipotenti- 
ary from their high mightineſſes the ſtates Federn of the United Ne- 

therlands, to the United States of America, on Thurſday next, the day 
aſſigned for the public audience of the ſaid miniſter. 
— 2. — 
Mownar, October 27, 1783. 

Only three ſtates attended; namely, Maſſachuſetts, New-York and 
Pennſylvania ; and from Rhode-Iſland, Mr. Ellery, from New-Jerſey, 
Mr. Clark, from PRO Mr. Carroll, and from North-Carolina, 
Mr. Williamſon. | 
TUESDAY, October 28, 1783. 

Only {ix ſtates attended; en Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Ifland, 
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New-Vork, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania and Maryland; and from the 
ſtate of Connecticut, Mr. B. Huntington, from the ſtate of Delaware, 
Mr. Tilton, and from North-Carolina, Mr. Williamſon. 
— 8 — 
WEDNESDAY, October 29, 1783. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Williamſon, Mr. Lee 
and Mr. Clark, to whom was referred a memorial from gen. Armand. 

Resolved, That though Congreſs are defirous to accommodate all 
the officers and ſoldiers who are entitled to land, in ſuch manner as 
may be moſt convenient and acceptable to the army, they cannot at 
preſent make any appropriations, much leſs can they aſſign certain diſ- 
tricts to any particular corps. 

That the commander in chief be, and he is hereby directed to diſ- 
charge all the troops in the ſervice of the United States, who are now 
in Pennſylvania or to the ſouthward thereof, Except the garrifon of 

Fort-Pitt. 


A letter, of 26th, from the his: P. J. Vid Berckel, was read; 
whereupon, 


Resolved, That the audience to be given to the dai e be 
poſtponed till Friday next. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Lee 
and Mr. B. Huntington, to whom was referred a letter from 1 
general Lincoln: 

Resolved, That the reſignation of wajor- general Lincoln as ſecre- 
tary at war for the United States, be accepted, in conſideration of the 
earneſt deſire which he expreſſes, (the objects of the war being ſo hap- 
pily accompliſhed) to retire to private life. And that he be informed, 
that the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, entertain a high ſenſe 
of his perſeverance, fortitude, activity and meritorious ſervices in the 
field, as well as of his diligence, fidelity and capacity in the execution 
of the office of ſecretary at war, which e truſts he has diſ- 
charged to their entire approbation. 

Resolved, That notwithſtanding the foregoing acceptance, it 15 the 
intention of Congreſs, thar general Lincoln ſhall continue to exerciſe 
the duties of ſecretary at war, until the 12th day of Norember next. 

| — CD —ñ—ä 
THURSDAY, October 30, 1783. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Bland 
and Mr. M Henry, to whom was referred a letter of the 26th Septem- 
ber laſt, from R. Varick, ; 

"Rualved: That it be —————— to the executive of the ſtate of 
New-York, to ſettle with and pay lieutenant-colonel Richard Varick, 
by atowing him what his arrears of pay, and years advance as deputy ; 
muſter-maſter-general was worth in ſpecie at the time they reſpectively 
became due, and charge the ſame to the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Oſgood, ſeconded by Mr. Holten, 

Resolved, by nine ſtates, That general Knox be allowed the pay of 
a major-general in a ſeparate department, during his command at 
Welt-Point ; his additional pay granted by the reſolution of the 12th 


of January, 17 81, to ceaſe during the time he received the aforegoing 
allowance. 
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That the ſuperintendant of finance take order for paying to major- 
general Knox, the arrears of ſuch ſubſiſtence as majors general in a 
ſeparate department have heretofore received. 

On a report of the ſecretary at war, 

Resolved, That the commiſſioner for ſettling the accounts of the 
quarter-maſter's department be, and he is hereby directed to ſettle the 
accounts of general Bailey which he has againſt the United States, for 
money advanced, ſupplies given, and ſervices rendered by him. 

On the report of a committee, conliſting of Mr. Beresford, Mr. 

Williamſon and Mr. Mercer, to whom was referred a letter from G. 
Bond, deputy ſecretary of Congreſs, 


Resolved, by nine ſtates, That the ſuperintendant of finance take 


order for the payment of 500 dollars to G. Bond, deputy ſecretary of 
Congreſs, on account of his extra ſervices. | 

On motion of Mr. Read, ſeconded by Mr. Condict, 

Resolved, That the queſtion on the report of the committee on a 
motion of Mr, Peters, and an application of the legiſlature of Penn- 
ſylvania, relative to the purchaſe of the Indian claim of land within 
the juriſdiction of that ſtate, which was loſt on the 22d, be re-conſidered. 

The report being taken up and read, 


A motion was made by Mr. Ellery, ſecatded by Mr. Howell, to 
add to the reſolution, “provided that no treaty ſhall be entered into 


with the Indians by the commiſſioners appointed by the ſtate of Penn- 
ſylvania, until the commiſſioners appointed by theſe United States 
fornegociating a treaty with the Indians ſhall have completed the ſame: '” 


And on the queſtion to agree | to — the yeas and nays being re- 


quired by Mr. Duane, 


New-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay 
5 Mr. Osgood, ay WY 
Rhode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Horvell, ay wg 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no? 
Mr. B. Huntington, = "_ 
New-York, Mr. Duane, REF 
: 805 Mr. L'Hommedieu, no no 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
- Mr. Condict, * Mt ca 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, nod 
„ Mr. Peters, ”1 mY. Z 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, OT 
2 Mr. Me. Henry, Ny 0 
Virginia Mr. Lee, a 
ET Mr. Mercer, : Tt divided. 
Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no 
. Mr. Williamson, I 2c 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, no > * 


80 it paſſed in the negative. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Howell, beende by Mr. Ellery, 
to add by way of amendment, 
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„ Nor with the excluſive right of Congreſs to negociate treaties, 
regulate trade, and manage all affairs with the Indians not members 
of any particular ſtate :” and on the queſtion to agree to this amend- 
ment, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howen, 


New- Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay > * 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Holte, ay 8 
1 Mr. Os good, ay V 
Rbode-lsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
3 Mr. Howell, 51 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 25 
Mr. B. Huntington, no\ _ 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 1 gp 
Mr. L' Hommedicu, no 
New-Tersey, Mr. Boudinot, no 
10 5 ” Mr. Condict, we divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, no 
5 Mr. Peters, © nod no 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay? 
85 Mr. M Henry, ay 8 % 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, ay? 
5 Mr. Mercer, 45 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
Mr. Pilliamson, ay 8 
South-Caroling, Mr. Read, no 8 * 


80 the queſtion was e | 
On motion of Mr. Huntington, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, 
| RKesolved, That the reſolution reported by the committee be amend- 
ed by adding, « for the ſole purpoſe ol\gmaking ſuch purchaſe,” after 
the e. attend. ” wars 
On motion of Mr. Howell, ſeconde by Mr. Ellery, to ſtrike out 
the words, “ and the commiſſioners on the part of the United States,“ 
&c. to the end: A queſtion was taken, ſhall thoſe words ſtand ? and 
the ſame being loſt, the words were ſtruck out. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. 
Holten, to add in lieu of the words ſtruck out, 
„ And the commiſſioners on the part of the United States, are in- 
ſtructed to give every aſſiſtance in their power, to the commiſſioners 
who may be appointed on the part of Pennfylvania, towards promoting 
the intereſt of that ſtate, as far as the lame may conſiſt with the ge- 
neral intereſt of the union :” 
And on the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and mays being r. re- 
quired by Mr. Williamſon, 


New- Hampshire, Mr. Foster, 

Massacbusetts, Mr. Holten, 

Mr. Osgood, 

. Rhode-1sland, Mr. Ellery, 

* | Mr. Hocvell, 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, 


Mr. B. Huntington, 


T2 
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New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 
Mr. IL Hommedieu, ay * 
New- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, WT 
| Mr. Condict, ay 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, 21 A 
EEE | Mr. Peters, ay * 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, vt _ 
Mr. M Henry, ay 8 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, | vt 4 
0 Mr. Mercer, a8 VP 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
N Mr. Williamson, wt Wd 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay 
Mr. Beresford, vx divided. 


So it was tee in the affirmative. | 
On the queſtion to agree to the reſolution as amended, the yeas and 


nays being required by Mr. Read, 


New -Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay 8 * 
 Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, x divided 
Mr. Osgood, A 
Rbode-Island, Mr. Ellery, nod 
ee. Mr. Howell, 2 ws 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay 
„ Mr. B. Huntington, AT — 
New-York, Mr. Duane, 1 
EE Mr. L' Hommedieu, 4 * 

Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, "axe - 

Mr. Condict, ay\ Te 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay? 
Mr. Peters, 98 Y 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay} 

Mr. M*< Henry, 1 Y 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, ay 
„ Mr. Mercer, ayS V 

South - Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay e 
. Mr. Williamson, 05 We 
North-Carolina, Mr. Read, 
Mr. Beresford, no 2e 


80 it was Weed! in the affirmative. 


The 


preamble being then taken into conſideration, a motion was 


made by Mr. Oſgood, ſeconded by Mr. Howell, to ſtrike out the words, 
&« for in the opinion of the committee, the iden of a diviſion of coun- 


cils,“ &c. to the end: 


New- Hampshire, Mr. 
Massachusetts, Mr. 
| Mr, 
Rbode-L1sland, Mr. 
Ll | Mr . 


and on the queſtion, ſhall thoſe words ſtand? 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell, 


Foster, 
Holten, 
Osgood, 
Ellery, 
Howell, 


11 
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Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, nod ,.., , 
23: Mr. B. 3 my — 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay 
Mr. L' Hommedieu, Pe 2 
Neu- Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, a 1 
. TY Mr. Condict, 2 Mata. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay 
. Mr. Peters, ay 2 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ä 
"> Mr. M Henry, 4 
Virginia, . no 
| Mr. Mercer, 5 2 
Nortb- Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no} 
Mr. Williamson, = 89 
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Rad, 5 ay f 
Mr. Beresford, 7 ” 


follows: N e . 
Whereas it appears that the application of the legiſlature of Penn- 
ſylvania, relative to a treaty for the purchaſe of the Indian claim to 


The preamble was then agreed to as amended, and the whole is as 


lands within the juriſdiction of that ſtate, proceeded from a reſpectful 
attachment to the federal government, and a defire to guard againſt 


prejudices which might ariſe from the interference of their own par- 


ticular views with the authority of the United States: That the pub- 


lic intereſt might have been deeply affected by a negociation for ſuch 
purchaſe independent of, and unconnected with the general treaty to 


be holden on behalf of the United States: 


Resolved, That the commiſſioners for holding the convention with 


the Indians under the act of the 15th day of October inſt, give notice 


to the ſupreme executive of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, of the time and 
place of holding ſuch treaty, to the end, that the perſons to be appoint- 
ed by that ſtate, for purchaſing lands within the limits thereof, at the 


expenſe of the ſaid ſtate, may attend for the ſole purpoſe of making ſuch 


purchaſe, at the time and place appointed for holding the ſaid treaty: 
and the commiſſioners on the part of the United States, are inſtructed 


to give every aſſiſtance in their power, to the commiſſioners who may 


be appointed on the part of Pennſylvania, towards promoting the inter- 


eſt of that ſtate, as far as the ſame may conſiſt with the general intereſt 


of the union. - | | | 

On a memorial from Robert Patton, meſſenger, 5 

Resolved, That the ſum of ten dollars per month be allowed to Ro- 
bert Patton, in addition to his ory; from the 21ſt day of June laſt, 
to the 12th of November next, for his extra ſervices and expenſes, 

A motion was made by Mr. Williamſon, ſeconded by Mr. Lee, 

That in caſe a preſident ſhall not be choſen on or before the 12th 
day of November next, the ſecretary adjourn Congreſs on that day, 
to meet at Annapolis on the 26th of the ſaid month, according to the 
reſolution of the 20th inſtant. £2 on: 

On the queſtion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 


by Mr. Peters, 
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Massachusetts, 


 Rhbode-lsland, 


Connecticut, 


Ne W= York 5 
New-Fersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


| Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Nortb-Carolina, 


. South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Holten, 

Os good, 

Ellery, 

Howell, 

S. Huntington, 
B. Huntington, 
Duane, 


L'Hommedieu, 1 


Boudinot, 
Condict, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 
Carroll, 

Me Henry, 
Lee, 
Mercer, 
Hawkins, 
Williamson, 
Read, 
Beresford, 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 
A motion was made by Mr. Lee, ſeconded by Mr, Holten, 


That a committee be appointed to repair to the lower falls of Pa. 
towmack, to view the ſituation of the country in the vicinity of the 
ſame, and report a proper diſtrièt for carrying into effect the reſolution 


of the 21ſt of October. 


Whereupon a motion was made by Mr. Howell, ſeconded by Mr, | 
Carroll, to amend the foregoing motion by adding, 

6 And that the committee appointed on the 7th day of Ocober inſt, 
to report the moſt ſuitable place for erecting buildings for the accom- 
modation of Congreſs, near the falls of the Delaware, be directed to 
report as ſoon as may be.“ 

On the queſtion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays be- 


ing required by Mr. Howell, 


| Massachusetts, 


 Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


: Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 


Holten, 
Osxood, 
Ellery, 

Howell, 

S. Huntington, 


B. nn. © 


Duane, 


L' Hommedieu, | 


Boudinot, 
Condict, 
Montgomery, 
Peters, 
Carroll, 
M Henry, 
Lee, 


Mercer, 
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 North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 
Mr. Williamson, ve oY 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, oy? 
Mr. Beresford, v4 7 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

On the queſtion to agree to the motion of Mr. Lee, which was 
divided from the amendment, at the requeſt of a member, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. Peters, 


Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay? 
„ Mr. Os good, 2 
Rbode-Tsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Howell, 24 10 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay} _ 
55 Mr. B. Huntington, 4 
New-York, Mr. Duane, . 
Mr. L' Hommedicu, wot 7 
New-Fersey, Mr. Boudinot, "WOE: 
5 Mr. Condict, bed 16 85 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, no 
| Mr. Peters, ot w_ 
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 
5 Mr. M Henry, oy 9 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, 92 
ED OE Mr. Mercer, oy * 
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay . 
5 Mr. Williamson, 4 Ws 
Gout CRORE, Mr. Read, ay 
| Mr. Beresford, 2 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

The ſecond part was agreed to, and the whole is as 8 : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to repair to the lower 
falls of Patowmack, to view the ſituation of the country in the vici- 
nity of the fame, and report a proper diſtrict for carrying into effect 

the reſolution of the 21ſt of October; and that the committee appoin- 

ted on the 7th of October, to report the moſt ſuitable place for erec- 
ting buildings for the accommodation of Congreſs, near the falls of 
the Delaware, be directed to report as ſoon as may be. 

The members, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. erer Mr. Carroll, Mr. Mercer 
and Mr. Williamſon. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Mercer, 

That the preſident tranſmit to the executives of N ew-Jerſey, Penn- 
ſylvania, Maryland and Virginia, copies of the acts of Congreſs of 
the 7th inſt, reſpecting buildings to be erected for a federal town on 
the banks of the Delaware; and of the acts of the 21ſt inſt. reſpecting 
buildings to be ereted on the banks of Patowmack, for a ſecond fe- 
deral town, and the adjournment of Congreſs to Annapolis ; and that 
copies be alſo tranſmitted to the ſeveral other ſtates in the union. 

A diviſion was called for, and a queſtion taken on the firſt clauſe, 
as far as © Delaware,” incluſive ; paſſed in the affirmative. 

On the queſtion to agree to the ſecond clauſe, from Delaware to 
he end, the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Peters, 
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Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, 3 
Mr. Osgood, 45 VP 
Rhbode-lsland, Mr. Ellery, ay 
Mr. Howell, v1 WJ 
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay? 
Mr. B. Huntington, 8 
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay? 
| Mr. L' Hommedieu, we id 
New-Ferse Mr. Boudinot, - a 
hk Mr. Condict, ? = divided. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, wo? K 
Mr. Peters, no | 
Maryland, | Mr. Carroll, oyQ 2 
. M Henry, vt WE" 
Virginia, Mr. Lee, a : 
8 Mr. Mercer, | 4 
Mortb.- Carolinas, Mr. Hawkins, a2 2 
Mr. Williamson, ay 9 
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay? 
Mr. Beresford, | vw * 
So it was reſolved 1 in the affirmative. : 


FIAT, October 31, 1783. 
Mr. George Bond, deputy ſecretary, having informed, that the ſtate 
cf his private affairs will not ſuffer him to continue longer in the ſer- 
vice of the public, and therefore tendered to Congreſs his reſignation 
of the appointment of deputy ſecretary. 
Resolved, That the reſignation of Mr. George Bond, deputy ſecre- 
tary of Congreſs, be accepted ; and that he be informed, Congreſs ap- 
prove the fidelity and aſſiduity with which he has diſcharged the duties 
of his appointment. _ 
On motion of Mr. Mercer, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, | 
Resolved, That the ſecretary be, and he is hereby empowered and 
inſtructed, to continue to employ Mr. John Dunlap, to print for Con- 
greſs; and to inform him, that Congreſs expect he will beer his office 
at the place where they may reſide. 
Nathan Jones, a clerk in the war-office, 1 informed, that he 
is under a neceſſity of quitting his office, 
Resolved, That the account of Nathan Jones, a clerk 1 in the war- 
office, for his ſalary, be made up to the firſt of January nent, in con- 
ſideration of his faithful ſervices. FE: 
The committee, conliſting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Holten and Mr. Haws- 
kins, to whom was referred a memorial from Henry Remſen, jun. 
and Benjamin Bankſon, clerks in the ſecretary's office; report, 
That at a time when Congreſs are taking meaſures to reduce the 
national expenſes, it will be highly improper to augment ſalaries, yet 
conſidering the increaſed labour of the memorialiſts, occaſioned by the 
reduced number of clerks in the ſecretary's office, and the temporary 
ſuſpenſion of the department for foreign affairs, the committee are of 
opinion, that ſome allowance ought to be made them for ſuch extra 
{ervices ; i 
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Resolved, by nine ſtates, That there be allowed to Henry Remſen, 
jun. and Benjamin Bankſon, the two clerks in the ſecretary's office, 
200 dollars each for their extra ſervices. 

A contract between his moſt Chriſtian majeſty and the United 
States of America, entered into on the 25th day of February, 1783, 
being laid before Congreſs, 

Resolved, That the ſame be tel in the terms following: 


The United States in Congress assembled, 
To all who ſhall ſee theſe preſents, ſend greeting: 


Whereas Benjamin Franklin, our miniſter plenipotentiary at the 
court of Verſailles, in purſuance of the powers in him veſted, did on 
the 25th day of February, in the year 1783, with Charles Gravier de 
Vergennes, &c. counſellor of the king in all his councils, commander 
of his orders, miniſter and ſecretary of ſtate, &c. veſted with fall 
power of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty for the purpoſe, enter into, con- 
clude and fign a contract between his moſt Chriſtian majeſty and the 
United States of North-America, in the words following, viz. 

(Here inſert the contract at large.) | 

NOW KNOW YE, That we the ſaid United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled, impreſſed with a lively ſenſe of the aſſiſtance and affection 
manifeſted by his moſt Chriſtian majeſty in the above contract, have 

ratified and confirmed, and by theſe preſents do ratify and confirm the 
| ſaid contract, and every article thereof; and we do hereby empower 
our miniſter plenipotentiary at the court of Verſailles, to deliver this 
our ratification in exchange for the ratification of the ſaid contract on 
the part of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty. In teſtimony whereof, we have 
cauſed our ſeal to be hereunto affixed, witneſs his excelleney ELIAS 
BovprijNor, preſident, this 31ſt day of- October, 1783, and of our - 

vereignty and independence the eighth. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Ge 
and Mr. Lee, to whom was referred a report of the ſecretary for 19 
reign affairs, reſpecting an agent or conſul at Madeira, 

Resolved, That a commercial agent be appointed to aſſiſt the mer- 
chants and other citizens of theſe United Skates, trading to the Iſland 
of Madeira and Porto Santo. 

The ballots being taken, : * 

Mr. John Marſden Pintard was elected. | 

According to order, the hon. P. J. Van Berckel, miniſter 8 
tentiary from their high mightineſſes the ſtates general of the United 
Netherlands, was admitted to an audience: 

And upon being introduced, he addreſſed Congres in a a ſpeech, of 
which the following is a trandlation-: : 
Gentlemen of the Congress, 

Previous to my laying before you the commiſſion with which their 
high mightineſſes the ſtates general of the United Netherlands have 
honored me, permit me to expreſs the joy I feel on finding myſelf this 
day in this aſſembly, and meeting thole illuſtrious men whom the pre- 
| ſent age admires, and whom poſterity will always point to as models 
of patriotiſm, and whoſe merits eternity itſelf can alone recompence. 

While ail Europe kept its eyes fixed on your exploits, their high 
mightineſſes could not refrain from very ſeriouſly intereſting them- 


i 
L 
; 
F; 
* 
* 
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| ſelves therein, recollecting as they always did the dangers and diffi- 


culties to which their fore-fathers were ſubjected, before they could 
free themſelves from the yoke in which they were enthralled. They 
knew better than any other the worth of independence, and they knew 
better to ſet a juſt value on the greatneſs of your deſigns. They ap- 
plauded your generous enterprize, which was inſpired by a love of your 


country, conducted with prudence and ſupported wir heroic courage; 
and they rejoiced at the happy ſucceſs which crowned your labours. 


In order to convince you of their affection, and the part they take 
in whatever regards your republic, my maſters have charged me to con- 


gratulate you on the accompliſhment of your defire, which had for 


its object the power of your own abſolute will, and the enjoyment of 
that ineſtimable and natural treaſure, which places you in the rank of 
ſovereign and independent powers. ER 

Hou flattering is it to me to find myſelf this day the organ and 
interpreter of the ſentiments and diſpoſitions of my maſters, and to 
have it in my power to aſſure you, on their behalf, that there is no- 


thing which they more ardently wiſh than the happineſs of your re- 


public, and the eſtabliſhment of the union of your ſtates, May this 
union, founded on the principles of true patriotiſm and a love for the 


public good, be cemented in ſuch a manner, that neither falſe ambition, 


jealouſy, or private intereſt, may ever be able to do it the leaſt injury. 

May the adminiſtration of a wiſe and prudent government, diſpenſe 

happineſs and plenty among the people, and give them a glory ex- 

tended from pole to pole, and as laſting as ages. 5 
GENTLEMEN, 


Their high mightineſſes are not content with ſending compliments 
of congratulation, which are in themſelves unfruitiul, but being con- 
vinced that an intercourſe of commerce and mutual good will, are the 
ſureſt means of binding cloſer the ſacred bonds of friendſhip, which al- 


ready unite you together; they have commanded me to aſſure you, 


that they have nothing nearer at heart, than to labour effectually to 
render this friendſhip fruitful and profitable, and to contribute as far 
as poſſible to the aggrandizement of an ally, from whom they promiſe 


_ themſelves the ſame efforts. This is a ſketch, but a very feeble and 


imperfect ſketch, of the ſentiments of my maſters, whoſe ſincerity ſur- 
paſſes expreſſion, but which is however manifeſted in the letter which I 
ſhall have the honor to deliver you. This, gentlemen, this is the pur- 


poſe of the miſſton with which they have honored me. May it be in 
my power worthily to anſwer their expeQation, and at the ſame time 


to gain your affection and confidence, which are ſo neceſſary for the 
ſucceſs of my undertaking. As to myſelf, without guile and without 


artifice, I ſhall always conduct myſelf with that rectitude, candor and 


cordiality which form the diſtinguiſhed character of a true republican, 


and which is at the ſame time the beſt ſecurity for my attaining the 
point of my ambition, which is that of gaining the approbation of Con- 


greſs, the friendſhip of its members, and the eſteem of the United 


States of America. 


He then delivered the letter from their high mightineſſes the ſtates 


general, of which the following is a tranſlation. 
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To the United States of America, in Congress assemoled, 


Our Friends and Allies, 

WITH very great ſatisfaction did we, by the reception of the hon. 
Mr. Adams, your miniſter with our ſtate, acknowledge the indepen- 
dence of your republic; and with equal and much greater delight have 
we received the pleaſing tidings of the concluſion of the preliminary 
articles of peace, by which the court of Great-Britain has declared vou 
free and independent ſtates. We have long ardently wiſhed for this 
happy period, having, for ſeveral years paſt, with ſorrow ſeen the trou- 
bles and difficulties with which you were obliged to ſtruggle. And 
we do moſt cordially congratulate you on this happy event, ſincerely 
taking a ſhare in your preſent agreeable ſituation. 

To give a teſtimony of our ſentiments in this re ſpect, and to convince 
you of our unfeigned eſteem, we have thought it proper to ſend to you 
an envoy extraordinary; we have for that purpoſe choſen a gentleman 
of diſtinction, whoſe perſonal qualifications are in great repute among 
us; the hon. Mr. Peter John Van Berckel, burgo-malter of the city 
of Rotterdam, and a deputy 1 in our aſſembly, We hope and truſt that 
you will graciouſly receive this gentleman in quality of our miniſter 
plenipotentiary, and when he ſhall have the honor to deliver you theſe 
preſents, and to enter into farther negociations with you, that you 
will give full faith unto him as unto ourſelves, being aſſured that he 
will not be able to expreſs in terms too ſtrong the ſentiments of eſteem 
and reverence which we have for a long time poſſeſſed for that wil- 
dom, courage and perſeverance by which you have rendered 8 8 | 
famous throughout the world. 

May God grant that your riſing republic may become more and 
more proſperous ; that it may meren in luſtre and glory, and ſubſiſt to 
the end of time. 

We ſhall at all times rejoice in your increaſing felicity ; and we 
deſire nothing more ardently than that we may maintain the ſtricteſt 
friendſhip and correſpondence with you, for the good of the ſubjects 
and inhabitants of both countries. 

This letter being read, the progent returned the following anſwer 
to the miniſter : : 


SIR, 


IN a conteſt for the rights of human nature, the citizens of the 

United States of America, could not but be impreſſed with the glori- 

_ ous example of thoſe illuſtrious patriots, who, triumphing over every 
difficulty and danger, eſtabliſhed the liberties of the United Nether- 


lands on the moſt honorable and permanent baſis. Congreſs, at an 


early period of the war, ſought the friendſhip of their high mightineſſes; 
convinced that the ſame inviolable regard for liberty, and the ſame 
wiſdom, juſtice and magnanimity which led their fore-tathers to glory, 
was handed down unimpaired to their poſterity ; and our ſatisfaction 
was great in accompliſhing with them a treaty of amity and commerce 
on terms ſo acceptable to both nations. 

With the ſincereſt pleaſure, fir, we receive the-honorable . 
als of confidence and eſteem of their high mightineſſes, and their af. 

Vor. VIII. by, 
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fectionate congratulations on the ſucceſs of our efforts i in the ſacred 
cauſe of liberty. 

We aſſure you, ſir, that it is our earneſt deſire, to unite with their 
high mightineſſes in every meaſure which can promote the moſt unre- 
ſerved confidence, and the moſt friendly intercourſe between two na- 
tions, which have vindicated their freedom amidſt the moſt tryin 
ſcenes of danger and diſtreſs, and have been equally bleſſed by the 
gracious interpolition of Divine Providence, with that ſovereignty and 
independence ſo eſſential to their ſafety and happineſs. 

Governed by the fame ardent love of freedom, and the ſame maxims 
of policy; cemented by a liberal ſyſtem of commerce, and earneſtly 

diſpoſed to advance our mutual proſperity, by a reciprocity of good of- 
fices ; we perſuade ourſelves that the moſt friendly and beneficial gn- 
nection between the two republics, will be preſerved inviolate to the 
lateſt ages. | 

It adds, fir, greatly to our pleaſureon this intereſting occaſion, that their 
Kigh mightineſſes have employed as their miniſter, a gentleman ſo highl 
celebrated for rectitude and patriotiſm, and from whole illuſtrious fa- 

mily theſe United States have received the moſt diſtinguiſhed proofs of | 

regard and friendſhip. 
The ſecretary at war reported, that the following lines, corps and in- 
dividuals, have agreed to accept the commutation of five years pay, 
in lieu of the half. pay for lite, as appears by the papers e 
bis report: 

The lines of New- Hampſhire, Mi cb beet Rhode-Ifland, Con- 
necticut, New-York, As wha Pennſylvania, ae Maryland 
and Virginia. 

Armand's legion, two light- dragoons, Hazen's regiment : 

Corps of engineers, ſappers and miners, Patton's and Pendleton's 
artificers, Van Heer's troop : 

Adjutant-general and family, Wei e anc Clinton: 

Colonel William. Grayſon, colonel Malcolm, lieutenant-colonel 
Morris: 

Major Franks, major Aquilla Giles, major M- Pherſon, major Burnet, 
major Barber, major Bruin, of the artificers, captain Turner, captain 
Bentalon, captain John Stevens, captain M Lane, captain Second, 
lieutenant Beaulieu, lieutenant Jollibois, hoſpital-department and Dr. 
Tilton, Dr. Bodo Otto, Dr. Frederick Otto, Dr. Martin. 

'The Nev: Mr. Ellis, Mr. Plumb, and Mr. Armirong. 
| S4TURDAT, November . 1783. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
Madiſon and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a letter of 14th 
March, 1783, from the ſecretary at war : \ 
Resolved, That all lieutenant- colonels commandant in the army of 
the United States, ſhall rank as full colonels from the date of their 
reſpective commiſſions, and that new commiſſions iſſue accordingly, 

the reſolution of the 27th May, 1778, notwithſtanding. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. S. Huntington, 
Mr. A. Lee and Mr. Duane, to whom were referred a letter from 
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captian J. P. Jones, to the agent of marine, of the 13th October, and 
a letter from him to Congreſs of the 18th of the ſame month, 
Resolved, That captain John Paul Jones be, and he hereby | is re- 
commended to the miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States, at 
the court of Verſailles, as agent, to ſolicit under the direction of the 
ſaid miniſter, for payment and fatisfaQtion to the officers and crews, 
for all prizes taken in Europe under his command, and to which they 
are anywiſe entitled. And that the faid captain ]. P. Jones, ſhall 
receive the commiſſion uſually allowed in ſuch caſes, out of the mone 
which he ſhall recover as agent for the ſaid prizes, in full compenſa— 
tion for his ſervices and expenſes: Provided always, that the ſaid 
captain J. P. Jones, previous to his entering upon the execution of 


the ſaid truſt, ſhall give to the ſuperintendant of finance, for the be- 


nefit of all concerned, ſufficient bonds with good ſecurity, for the 
faithful diſcharge thereof. and for the juſt payment of the ſame to the 
ſaid ſuperintendant of Ananee, to be by him diſtributed to thoſe per- 
ſons who may be entitled thereto. 

A letter, of this day, from major- general Gena, was ad ſtating, 
that the letters and miſcellaneous papers, containing a biddory of the 
moſt material parts of the ſouthern operations, may contain ſome 
things which Congreſs or their officers may hereafter have occaſion 
to refer to: That if Congreſs ſhould think it an object worthy the 
expenſe, he would be glad to get the whole papers tranſcribed into 
bound books, and would take the trouble of directing the buſineſs, if 
Congreſs will be at the expenſe of a clerk to do the writing : where- 
upon; | 

Ordered, That the ſecretary furniſh general Greene with a clerk, 
to copy into a book or books, the papers or letters in his poſſeſſion, 
relative to the ſouthern operations; and that the record thereof be 
lodged in the ſecretary's office : | 

Resolved, That the agent of marine provide captain J. P. Jones 
with a paſſage to France, in the ſhip Waſhington. 

On a report from the ſecretary at war, to whom was referred a 
petition from lieutenant Richard Fullerton, and a motion thereon ; 
Congreſs came to the following reſolution : 

Lieutenant Richard Fullerton having acted as a 5 at an 
early period of the war, particularly in the action on Long-Iſland, and 
at the battles of Trenton and Princeton ; and having diſcharged the 
ſeveral extra appointments of adjutant, major of brigade, and the im- 
portant one of aſſiſtant adjutant-general to the ſouthern army, highly 
to the ſatisfaction of his general officers : 

Re solved, That the ſecretary at war iſſue to lieutenant Fullerton, 
the brevet commiſſion of captain. 

On motion of Mr. Ellery, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 

Ordered, That the poſt-maſter-general enquire into the circum- 
ſtances of the mail being ſtolen out of the polt- office in Princeton, on 
laſt Thurſday evening, and make report thereof to Congreſs. 

The committee, conſiſting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Duane and Mr. S. 
Huntington, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Wilſon, to deviſe 
means for procuring a full repreſentation in Congreſs, having reported, 

« That wnether from the peculiar circumſtances ſome of the ſtates 


336 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 


have been under during the war, or that the ſtates in general were 
not ſufficient impreſſed with the importance of keeping up a conſtant 
repreſentation in Congreſs, the committee cannot find on examining 
the journals, notwithſtanding the repeated earneſt recommendations 
For that purpoſe, that all the ſtates have been repreſented at the ſame 
time: it appears that frequently there have not been more than nine 
ſtates, and too generally not more than a competent repreſentation for 
the leſſer objects of the confederation. As the articles of confedera- 
tion are ſilent upon this ſubjeQ, any further than by fixing the num- 
ber of delegates for each ſtate, and by declaring how many ſhall con- 
ſtitute a repreſentation, the committee preſume ſuch filence was in 
conſequence of a firm reliance that the ſtates could not be inattentive 
to a duty not only eſſential to the intereſts of each ſtate, but likewiſe 
to a principle on which the federal government itſelf reſts. 

The articles of confederation requiring, for cerain purpoſes, the 

agreement of nine ſtates ; and as it has ſeldom happened more than 
that number have attended, the committee conceive, that not only the 
injury the public and individuals have ſuffered hereby, have been oc- 
caſioned, in many inſtances, by the abſence of the delegates of ſome 
of the ſtates, but likewiſe that the ſpirit of the articles of confedera- 
tion have been defeated, by making an unanimity neceſſary, whereas 
nine only out of thirteen are required. And the committee are fur- 
ther of opinion, that unleſs the ſtates purſue effectual meaſures for keep- 
ing up a conſtant repreſentation, another material object of the con- 
federation will be fruſtrated. The delays unavoidable for want of a 
full repreſentation, will, they conceive, oblige Congreſs to remain fit- 
ting the whole year, whereas by the articles of confederation it ap- 
pears, that it was expeQed part of the buſineſs of the United States, 
would be tranſacted by .a committee of the ſtates, 
The committee therefore are of opinion, that it ſhould be earneſtly 
recommended to the re ſpective ſtates, to take the moſt effectual mea- 
ſures to obtain, at all times, while Congreſs are ſitting, a full repre- 
ſentation, that the delay of buſineſs, which has proved ſo injurious to 
the public, and grievous to individuals, may no longer be a ſubject of 
complaint. 

Resolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report ; 

And in order that the ſtates may have a proper knowledge of the 
circumſtances Congreſs ſhall be under in this reſpect, 

Resolved, That every morning, at eleven o'clock, an account be ta- 
ken of the attendance of the ſeveral delegates in Congreſs, and a copy 
thereof, together with an account of the ſtates unrepreſented, be ſent 
to the executive of each ſtate. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. 8. nn Mr. 
Duane and Mr. Madiſon, to whom were referred, among other things, 
a letter from the ſuperintendant of finance, of the 15th September laſt, 
and ſundry papers therein encloſed, 

Resolved, That it be an inſtruction to the ſuperintendant of finance, 
to inform the farmers general of France, that Congreſs are ſenſible of 
their generous attention to the circumſtances of the war in which theſe 
United States have been ſo long engaged, and which, interrupting 


* 
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their commerce, deprived them of the means of ſeaſonable remittan- 
ces, to ſatisfy the balance ſo juſtly due on the loan made by them. 

That the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, in providing for the 
national debt, by their act of the 18th day of April, 1783, were not 
unmindful of che demands of ſaid farmers general; and when the ſyſ- 
tem thereby adopted for the relief of public creditors ſhall have taken 
effect, the intereſt accruing on the balance due to the ſaid farmers ge- 
neral will be punQually remitted: And that if this arrangement ſhall 
not prove ſatisfactory to the farmers general, they ſhall be aſſured in 
the name of the United States, that all the means in their power ſhall 
be employed to diſcharge the principal ſum due to the ſaid farmers ge- 

neral, as ſoon as the condition of the public finances will admit. 

On the report of a committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Lee 
and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a memorial of lieutenant Wil- 
liam Stewart, 

Resolved, That the ſuperintendant of finance take order for paying 
lieutenant William Stewart, two months pay on account. 

On motion of Mr. Holten, ſeconded by Mr. Williamſon, 
 Resolved, That the ſeveral matters now before Congreſs, be refer- 
red over and recommended to the attention of the United Sates in Con- 
greſs aſſembled, to meet at this place on Monday next. 
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Commiſſioners appointed to ſaperintend the embarkation at New- ' 
York, to be recalled, = 216: 


for holding the convention with the Indians, to 
give notice to the executive of the ſtate of Penn- 
ſylvania, of the time and place of holding it, 323 
Commiſſions to iſſue for all regimental officers entitled to fill va- 


cancies, = REL - 13 
Committee, appointed to confer with a committee of the legiſla- 
ture of Pennſylvania, - — 18 


to conſider what meaſures are to be taken axkinf pub- 
lications concerning the foreign affairs of the Uni- 


ted States, of injurious tendency, - 24 
report of, 2M - - 30 
dec and proteſt of Mr. Howell thereon, | 33 | 


to report the meaſures to be taken reſpecting a mo- 
tion of Mr. Howell, AY > to the dignity of 


Congreſs, = - 35 
report of, conſidered, Mw” 3 36, 38 
to report ſuch meaſures as it may be proper for Con- 

greſs to take reſpecting duty upon impoſts, 40 

to confer with the commander in chief, — 235 
of the whole, to conſider of the moſt cual means 

for reſtoring and ſupporting public credit, 83 
propoſition reported by, approved, - 93 

ſuperſeded by a ſpecial committee, 101 


report of, conſidered, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 
123, 127, 138 
to deviſe the means to be taken in conſequence of 
letters received from the ſuperintendant of finance, 112 
to deviſe the meaſures neceſſary to compel perſons 


who have received public money to account, 202 
to conſider what reduction may be made in the civil 
liſt, - - — 263 - 
ſpecial, to deviſe general ſyſtems and arrangements, 
commercial and political, — 281 
Committees, appointed by the laſt Congreſs, all authorized to pro- 
ceed on buſinefss. - 6 
of the whoſe, chairman of, to be eleQed by ballot, 83 
votes of, to be taken by the ſtates, „„ 
a weekly liſt of all who have not reported, to be lk: 
before Congreſs, - - 143 
_ five to be appointed for the purpoſes pointed out by 
the act of the 17th June, 1782, — 2351 
| Commutation for half-pay to officers ſpecified, _ 121 
Confederation, an alteration in the articles of, recommended, 140 
reſolution of the ſtate of Pennſylvania thereon, 246 
Congreſs, motions for opening the doors of, 184, 185 


receipts to be left for papers taken from the files of, 186 
members of, to be ſummoned to meet at Princeton, 206 

entries to be made on the journals, of adjournment of, 
for want of ſeven ſtates, - 216 
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Congreſs, appointment of a temporary place of reſidence for, con- 
ſidered, - - 231, 238, 297 

what jurifdiction may be proper for, in the place of their 
permanent reſidence, conſidered, 274, 280 

the propoſitions of the ſeveral ſtates reſpeQing a place 


for the permanent reſidence of, conſidered, 286, 287, 


288, 289 
the appointment of a place for erecting buldings for 

the reſidence of, conſidered, 5 292 

reſolved that it be near the falls of Delaware, 296 


a motion propoſing other buildings to be erected near 
the lower falls of Patowmack, for the alternate reſi- 


dence of, — - 3 15 


copies of aQs of, to be tranſmitted to the ſeveral ſtates 
of the union, - = 339 
report of a committee appointed to deviſe means for 
procuring a full repreſentation in, 336 
a daily accout to be taken of the attendance of the ſe- 
veral delegates in, and a copy thereof to be ſent to 
the executives of each ſtate, — 337 
propriety of written communications between the ex- 
ecutives of the different ſtates and committees of, 


maintained, - - 5 340 
_ adjourned for want of ſeven ſtates, 217, 232 
Contra between the United States and his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, 
form of ratification of, brought in and agreed to, 69 
copy of, - - - 161 
with fandries, copy of, — 164 
between the United States and his moſt Chriſtian ma 
jeſty, entered into 25th February, 1783, ratified, 331 
Convention between their high mightineſſes the ſtate general of 
the Netherlands and the United States, - 80 
Court federal, held at Trenton, proceedings of, entered, 43 
Couriers, payment of, by miniſters at foreign courts, chargeable | 
to the United States, | * 193 
Crawford Belamy, petition of, difmiled, - 31 
Credence letter of, from their high mightineſſes in favour of 
their miniſter plenipotentiary, = 333 
Credentials of delegates of Congreſs. 
New-Hampſhire, = - 5 217 
Maſſachuſetts, - - 27, 88, 104 
Rhode-Iſland, 5 — VII, 206 
Connecticut, . 3 36 
_ New-York, - - | - 16 
Delaware, — - 112 
Maryland, - - 101, 106, 200 
Virginia, — - - - 88 
North-Carolina, . ES - 192 
South-Carolina, - — 196, 201 


Dand' s Mr, intention of returning to America, approved of, 129 


D' Annemours chevalier, comnithon of, to be regiſtered and re- 


cognized, - 
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Debt public, an eſtimate of, to be laid before Congreſs, 


attempts to pay more than the intereſt of, would totally ob- 
ſtruct all preſent ſervice, - - 


for haſtening the CT ry of, a recommendation to 


of the public debt to be laid before Congreſs, 
Fayette Marquis de la, Congreſs ſatisfied with the reaſons of his 


the ſtates, - „ 
Dayton col. Elias, promoted to brigadier- general, = 
Dunlap Mr. John, to be employed to ot for Congreſs, 
Du Portail permitted to retire, 3 
Duties upon imported goods, 8 - . 
objections to, anſwered, K Me 
an eſtimate of the produce of, - - 
Edison, balance due to, ordered to be diſcharged, | - 
Eſtimate of lands, houſes and inhabitants 1 in each ſtate to be de- 
livered to Congreſs, - 


abſence, and ſenſible of his zeal for the intereſt of the United 


. States, „ 125 


Finance ſuperintendant of, to report inſtructions for the commil. 


ſioner of European accounts, 


to inſtruct him in ſettling with M. 


Beaumarchais, - 


to repreſent to the legiſlatures of the 
ſeveral ſtates the neceſſity of their 


compliance with the requiſitions 
of Congreſs, - - 

to inſtru& the commiſſioner appoint- 
ed to ſettle the accounts of the 
ſtate of Virginia, - 


to lay before Congreſs a ſtate of the 


accounts of the army, 


to take meaſures for effecting the ſet- 


tlement with the army, - 


ſubſtance of a conference with, reſ- 


pecting his continuance in office, 
and reſolution thereon, = 


ment of the accounts of the army 
and the means to obviate, 


the reaſons why the troops lately fur- 


loughed did not provieuly- receive 
part of their pay, 
to publiſh his inſtructions ebe ding 
the notes ſigned by him to the re- 
ceivers of the continental taxes, 
an account of the monies applied to the 
purchaſe of clothing for the army, 
an account of all the notes iTued by 
him and treaſurer, . 
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Finance ſuperintendant of, an eſtimate of the foreign and domeſ.= 
tic debt, - +. 241 
Finance, ſtate of, in 1782, 4 1 86 


report of a committee on the office of, 100, 110, 111, 112 
report of a committee appointed to examine into the 


tranſactions of the office of, = 201, 202 
Flag, papers reſpecting the capture of, to be forwarded to the 
Britiſh general and admiral, 5 - 1386 
Fortune Good, application to be made to the miniſters of the Uni- 
ted States, in France, reſpecting the capture of, = 245 
Franklin Dr. allowance to his ſecretary approved, = 40 
2 extract of a letter from, — — 139 
Funds for the payment of intereſt of the national debt, ſurplus of, 
to form a linking fund for the payment of the principal, 93 
Furloughs to be granted by the commander in chief and com- 
manding officers in the ſouthern department, 193 
to be granted to ſuch of the general medical ſtaff offi- 
cers, whoſe ſervices are not neceſſary, * -.. 4081 
Geddes Mr. William, reſigns his office, auditor at the treaſury, 199 
Geographers to the army, proviſion made for, - . 10 
Gill capt. Erasmus, accounts of, to be adjuſted, 8 192 
Gilman D. G. accounts of, to be ſettled as thoſe of other hoſpi- 
tal ſurgeons, - - - 142 
Goselin capt. Clement, petition of, reſpeQing Canadian refugees 8 
-:. conhdered,. © - - = 236 
Gouvion col. permitted to retire, commended, 5 300 


to be provided with a paſſage to France, 310 
Greaton cal. Jobn, promoted, | - - 63 


Greene major-general, thanks of Congreſs to, and to the army under, 68 
to be preſented with two pieces of field ord- 
| Nance taken from the Britiſh, as a pub- 


lic teſtimonial of his merit, — 313 

Eridley, cls of, reſpecting half-pay conſidered, „ 112 
Half. pay, commuration for, to officers in the army ſpecified, 121 

Halstead, memorial of conſidered, — 9 283 
paid in part of his account, 5 5 305 

Hancock 5. Eſq; allowance to, for his expenſes during the time _ 
he ated as preſident of Congreſs, - VV 
Hand brigadier-general, to be continued adjutant-general, 42 


Hanson the hon. Joon, thanks of Congreſs to, for his conduct in 
the chair, 8 — 5 


Harvey Reuben, Merchant in Cork, i in the e kingdom of Ireland; 


thanks of Congreſs to, 8 216 
Hod don S. charges againſt Jiſmiſfed, 3 - 32 
Hollingsworth H. report of judge Hanſon on the caſe of, appproved, 16 
Hortales & Co. accounts of, to be adjuſted, . ibid. 
Hoſpital-department, monthly pay and ſubGience- money allowed 

to officers of, in lieu of pay and rations, 18 
commutation for half. pay to be calculated | 
to officers of, - "192 
Rowell Mr. declaration and proteſt of, - 33 


motion of, e to the dignity of Congreſs, 35 
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; Howell, ſuch extracts from Dr. Franklin's letters as ſhall be point» 
ed out by, to be laid before Congreſs, 42 
copies of them to be delivered to, . 


Huddy capt. further inquiſition into the murder of, to be inſiſted on, 7 
Humphreys David, aid- OE to general Waſhington, promoted 


to colonel, - F 
Impoſt, duties upon, - - . 139, 140 
i the reaſons that recommended duties upon, recapitulated, 146 
objections by the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland anſwered, 152 
on imported goods, an eſtimate of, - 1 
Indemnification to officers in the army recommended, 189 
Indian affairs, col. s Allan re- appointed ſuperintendant of, =: 
| for the ea ern-department, = | - 199 
report of committee on, conſidered, - 284 
report of a committee on, - 307 
Indians to be informed of the ceſſation of hoſtilities, 1 1886 
debts due to, to be diſcharged, - 199 
wants of the friendly, to be ſupplied, 5 233 
the fidelity and attachment of the Oneida and Tuſcarora 
chiefs commended, - - ibid. 
_ application of the ſtate of Pennſylvania for holding a con- | 
ference with, conſidered, 5 269, 319, 324 
a proclamation probibiting tranſactions with, without 
the authority of Congreſs, = 274 
ſale of ſuch goods as may be neceſſary for ſupplying, at a 5 
piropoſed negociation, to be ſuſpended, 286 
N a convention to be held with, - „% 7 
Inhabitants, an account of the number of, in each ſtate, to be de- 
|  livered to Congreſs, _ - - 98 
Inſtructions to the commiſſioner appointed to ſettle accounts with 
the ſtate of Virginia, 3 5 - 93 
to major Jackſon, reſpecting the mutineers, „208 
Invalid corps, a ſtate of, to be laid before Congreſs, — 6 
Irwin John, petition of, conſidered, — - 236 
 Ifſues, accounts of, to the ſeveral er to be furniſhed for the 
__ adjuſtment of their accounts, - - 237 
Fefferson hon. Thomas, to have acceſs to the ert ee, 41 
ſervice of, diſpenſed with, = 129 
Jones capt. Jobn Paul, for his ſervices to be recommended to his 
excellency the marquis de Vaudreuil, 18 


recommended to the miniſter pleninotenti- 
_ ary of the United States at the court of 
Verſailles, as agent to ſolicit for pay- 
ment to the officers and crews for all 
prizes taken in Europe, = 335 
to be provided with a paſſage to France, ibid. 
ordon Jobn, a ſeaman, diſabled | in action, allowance to be made 
to, for life, - —Y 6 262 
Kelelamond, memorial of, conſidered, - — 233 
Kingston, copies of the act veſpecting the ceſſion of, to Congreſs, 
to be tranſmitted to the executives of the reſpeclive ſtates, 200 
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Tor major-general, to be allowed the pay of a major-general i in 


a ſeparate department during his command at Weſt-Point, 324 


Kosciusko colonel, promoted to brigadier-general, - 303 
Lands, mode of eſtimating in the United States, — 88 
Langburn William, promoted to lieutenant-colonel, 286 
Laumoy brigadier-general, commended, - | — 300 
to be provided with a paſſage to France, 310 
Lana the hot Henry, permitted to return to America, 129 
Lauzun, ſhip Duc de, requeſt of the miniſter of France 2 
the loan of, complied with, — 142 
Duke de, Approbation of Congreſs expreſſed refpetiing, 187 
Lee Arthur, permitted to deliver up loan certificates, - 13 
L'Enfant captain, promoted to major by brevet, 189 
Letter, from the ſpeaker of the lower houſe of aſſembly of Rhode- 
=Y Iſland, — - — 27 
objections contained in anſwered, - «82 


extract of, from Dr. Franklin, reſpeRting foreign loans, 158 


from the miniſter plenipotentiary of France, reſpecting 


foreign loans, « 0 . 159 
from the commander in chief, reſpecting anonymous lee 
ters, * - - 169 


extract of a letter from the commander in chief, dated 


the Paſſaick falls, „ 177 


Letters between the commander in chief and ſir Guy Carleton, 
re ſpecting violation of articles, to be tranſmitted to the miniſ- 


der ple nipotentiary in Europe, - - 195 
Lewis Morgan, claim of, to permanent rank and 3 of 
a colonel not adugitied, — > ” 131 


Lincoln major- general, reſignation of, as ſecretary at war ac- 
cepted, his merit commended, and his continuance to diſcharge 
the duties of the office intended. - EM 323 
Livingston Mr. reſigns his office of ſecretary for foreign affairs, 18 
Loans from his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, copy of the contract reſ- 
pecting, - - - 161 
from ſundries, copy of the contract reſpefting, = 164 
Lottery, letters and tickets in the hands of the poſt- maſter-ge- 
neral, necefſary for the ſettlement of the accounts of, to be 


delivered up free, Eg 27 


Lowell Mr. John, elected one "of the judges for the court of ap- 


peals in caſe of capture, 21 


Magazines to be erected above the falls of 5 River, Vir- 


ginia, 201 


Majeſty, his moſt Chriſtian, conduct of, ſuſicient to zofpice ab- 
| bhorrence of acts derogatory to the principles of the 


alliance, - - - 43 
Britannic, execution on the part of, of certain articles | 
ſtipulated with, conſidered, - 197 


violation of articles ſtipulated by, to be made the ſub 


ject of remonſtrance, - - 195 


Me Kenzie James, a ſeaman diſabled in action, allowance to be 
made to, N - - 262 
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Marine, agent of, to ſet all naval priſoners at liberty, - 135 
authority of, reſpecting public abuſes or private injuries 
committed by captains of privateers, &c. - 198 
fituation of the treaſury unfavourable to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of, upon a reſpeQable footing, 233 
department, accounts of perſons in, to be adjuſted by 
the commiſſioner for ſettling the accounts of, 142 
Joſeph. Pennel, Eſq; appointed commiſſioner to ſettle 
the accounts of, - - 203 
Memorials of brigadier-general Hazen Sende 1 5 144 
Lieutenant Ignace Penet, — 91 
Lieutenant Liſter, * - - ibid. 
Mrs. Grace Mercer, - = 1 Me - + 
Stephen Moore, DS — - 279 
commonwealth of Pennſylvania, = hf 83 


| Miniſter plenipotentiary of France, notification of, reſpecting 
the capitulants of St. Chriſtopher” 85 ordered to be pub- 


liſhed, . — 67 
plenipotentiary of their high mightineſſes the ates gene- 
ral of the Netherlands, admitted to an audience, 331 
directions reſpecting his admiſſion, . 322 
his letter of credence, — — IIZ- 
anſwer thereto, _ - - ibid. 
Morris Mr. ſubſtance of the conference with, relpecting his con- 
tinuance in office, — — 180 
Mortimer Dr. Charles, account of, to be ſettled, 0 . 
Murnand major, promoted to lieutevant-colonel by brevet, 261 
Mutiny of troops in Pennſylvania, reſolutions reſpecting, 206 
in conſequence of, Congreſs remove to Princeton, ibid. 
the ſpirit diſcovered by citizens to ſupport good govern- 
ment, applauded, * 3 8 212, 216, 237 
an ambiguity complained of in the report of a committee, 
reſpecting, removed, - - 215 
execution of the ſentences againſt the ſeveral offenders 
convicted of, to be ſuſpended, - 241 
report of the proceedings of the court-martial int, 
to be laid before Congreſs, - - 248 
an act of pardon in their favor, — 260 
acquittal of capt. Chriſtie, capt. Symonds and lieut. Huſ- | 
ton, confirmed, - — „ 26} 
thanks of e to major-general Howe for the pru- 
dence with which he conducted the enquiry into, 76id. 
Nantucket, draught of an ordinance in conſequence of a memo- 
rial from the inhabitants of, - - 113 
draught of a paſſport agreed to, „ 
New- Hampshire grants, e of the people inhabiting, re- 
ſolved upon, 5 - - 21 
New-York, evacuation of, not to be retarded, - 196 
| North capt. promoted to major by brevet, tne REY 


Officers, an account of the names and titles of all, in the civil liſt 
department, and in the civil and military ſtaff, to be laid before 
9 - — „ 9 


INDEX. 


| PAGE, 
Ogden col. leave of abſence granted to, to go to Europe, 142 
Order queſtion of, moved, and paſſed in the negative, | 95 
Ordinance, to amend an ordinance reſpecting the poſt-office, 38 


for eſtabliſhing courts for the trial of piracies, &c. 109 

draught of, reſpecting the memorial from the "OO" 
bitants of Nantucket, - 114 

prohibiting the purchaſe and ſettlement of certain 


land, reads ©. = — 238 
referred to a grand committee, - 246 
proclamation reported by it, 3 5a 274 
Outrages unauthorized by the laws of Go an account oh, to be 
tranſmitted to the commander in chief, - ”. 103 
Paca W. reſigns his office of Jugs of the court of appeals in caſes _ 
of capture, - — 16 
Packets, not to carry ood or merchandizes, = + 200 
Paſſport, abuſe of, by the Britiſh complained of, 33 
8 without grounds, - „„ 100 
Pay- maſter-· general to furniſh the ſecretary at war with accounts 
of all the pay received by the army, 16 
Peck major William, depreciation of, ordered to be ſettled, 27 
Pennel Josepb, Eſq; appointed commiſſioner to ſettle the accounts 
of the marine-department, - — 203 
Pbelbs Charles, petition of, conſidered, = 3 = 11 


Piracies and felonies on the high-ſcas, courts eſtabliſhed for the 


trial of, - 0 „ 109 | 
Pollock Oliver, reſolutions on the memorial and accounts of, 133, 188 
_ compenſation allowed to, for extraordinary ſervices, ibid. 


. Poſtage of letters paid by miniſters at foreign courts, chargeable 


to the United States Meds — 193 
Poſt- maſter- general to continue the ſouthern poſt to Savannah, i in : 
Georgia, - - 40 
authorized to appoint a deputy to attend the 
army, - - — BOY 
; to pay Mr. Alvey, — 186 
Polt-office, draught of a ſupplementary ordinance for regulating, 
read and re-committed, | — | 17 
an ordinance for amending i it, - - 39 


all letters to and from the heads of departments free, 106 
department, in ſettling the accounts of, retroſpect to 


be given to the allowance for travelling expenſes, 32 


Poſts frontier, directions to the commander in chief reſpecting, 191 


Princeton, Congreſs aſſemble at, - » 206. 
Priſoners naval, to be ſet at liberty, - „„ 
Privateers, agent of marine authorized reſpecting public abuſes 
or private injuries committed by, - - 198 
Proclamation of a ceſſation of arms between the United States | 
and his Britannic majeſty, 5 134 
for a day of thankſgiving, . - - 312 
diſcharging the army, 8 — 312 
Putnam col. Rufus, promoted to brigadier, | Wn 64 
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Quakers, deputation from the yearly meeting of, delivered an ad- 
dreſs to Congreſs, — = 297 
Quarter-maſter-general to furniſh all extraordinary expreſſes, 40 
Read Mr. George, eleQed one of the judges for the court of ap- 
peals in caſes of capture, - - - 21 
Re-capture of horſes, claimed by the original owners, caſe of, 
conſidered. — — 37, 38 


Recommendations of Congreſs to the United States, viz. 
to tranſmit to the commander in chief an account of any 


doutrages committed by the enemy, 102 
to inveſt — a with a power of levying duties upon im- 
poſts, 139 


to eſtabliſh effectual and ſubſtantial revenues for the dif. 
charge of intereſt and principal of all the debts contracted 


for ſupporting the war, - - 140 
to comply with former reſolutions relative to the ceſſion of | 
territorial claims, - - - 141 
to authorize their delegates to ratify an alteration made in 
the eighth article of the confederation, . ibid. 
reſpecting literary property, - - 189 
to paſs laws to indemnify officers of the army for damages | 
done, - — — ibid. 
to the ſtate of New-York, to receive e Canadian refugees and 
| others as Citizens, $M - - 236 
to the executive thereof, cefprtiing the pay of lieutenant- 
colonel Varick, = - - 333 
to the ſtates of Delaware, Maryland and Georgia, to ſend 
delegates to Congreſs, = - - 100 


ſome departure in, from federal conſtitution unavoidable, 146 
Report of a committee for tranſmitting to the executive of Rhode- 


Hand extracts of public letters from Europe, 67 
Repreſentation of the ſtates in Congreſs, the neceſſity of making 
up the deficiency in, - — - 212 
Retaliation to be made for acts of cruelty or violence committed 
"by the Brin, ©: Cs TG 10 
Revenue, report on, — 115 
Collectors of, to be aide by the ſtates within which 
their offices are to be reſpeCtively exerciſed, 139 
an annual account of the proceeds and applications . 
to be tranſmitted to the ſeveral ſtates, * 140 
Noc bambeau his excellency, and army under, commended, 43 


Salaries of the miniſters, &c. of the United States in Europe, 8 
be eſtimated in dollars, and paid in bills of exchange 1 888 France 


and Holland, 8 112 
Savannah inhabitants of, Britiſh fubjeQz, permitted to diſpoſe of 

their goods, - — 42 

Scbermerborn Mr. memorial of, convdered, 3 3 


Secretary at war to tranſmit the proceedings of Congreſs reſpect- 
ing the Indian nations, to the commander in chief, 188 
to lay before Congreſs monthly returns of officers and 
men in ſervice, during the year 1782, - 102 
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Secretary at war, to report meaſures for reducing the expenſes | | 
the war department, - - 131 
to take immediate meaſures for removing the lines of 
Virginia, Maryland, &c. to places within their reſ- 
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